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Trifles 

Misfortune had always followed Karlus and Vasck.

From the day they were born, to a tavern maid who’d lain with a pirate, the twins had always been down on their luck. 

Perhaps that was why the life of a pirate held such wonderment for them both. It was a chance to improve their luck and fortune.

Vasck found himself questioning the decision now as he swabbed the deck of The Fearful Flounder. Don’t get him started on the name, which was the furthest imaginable thing from fright inducing. As a duo of inexperienced boys who hadn’t had their sea legs, it’d been one of the only ships willing to take them onto the crew.

While Karlus was occupying the captain with another of his captivating stories, Vasck was stuck swabbing sea slime off the deck for the umpteenth time today. Grime and slime was never ending on the high seas. Being a swabbie was exhausting.

Karlus had been promoted to boatswain, rising quickly in the hierarchy for his smoothness and charismatic personality. Meanwhile, Vasck was stuck with the bottom dwellers, never having a way with his words like his brother. Clearly, the deities chose Karlus to receive fortune first.

“Gahahaha!” Captain Krog’s laughter boomed like cannonballs across the deck, assailing Vasck’s ears for the hundredth or so time today.

Not that he didn’t find his brother funny, but Krog laughed at everything with that annoying guffaw of his, and for reasons Vasck didn’t understand, Karlus ate it up with the same wide mouthed enthusiasm a whale does krill. The gesture was returned in kind by Krog. The exchanges stirred a sickness in Vasck’s stomach which had nothing to do with the sea. It wasn’t the first time Vasck suspected if there was something going on between them.

Not that he didn’t find Krog attract—wait, no, he didn’t. The captain wasn’t his type. If Vasck had to describe Captain Krog, the word bear came to mind. A big, cuddly bear. Vasck had a flame back home, Benji, who was the helpless yet determined type, with bright eyes and brighter red hair.

As for Karlus’ type... Well, he didn’t seem to have one. Big, tall, small, masculine, feminine... None of those things mattered when it came to those flattered by his brother. Flattery was something Karlus had a knack for. Always had. Vasck, less so. Very much less.

“Gahaha,” Krog billowed again, loud enough to wake the bilge rats.

“Oh, Keelen!” Karlus replied. Annnnd he was on a first name basis with the captain. The suggestive way in which Karlus gripped Krog’s wide arm and planted the other upon his grog gut narrowed Vasck’s suspicions to certainty.

Ueghhhh if he had to hear his brother say the captain's first name again he was going to keelhaul Keelen. And Karlus. And then himself.

Karlus truly was the more fortunate of them. Aye, he was lucky, all right, and it seemed he’d be getting even more lucky tonight.

If Vasck was going to barf, he’d better do it over the side of the ship so he didn’t have to clean it up.

Mercifully, Karlus and Keelen went below deck, though it did little for his nausea as his imagination wouldn't shut up, despite mentally throwing it into the deep, dark brig at the back of his mind.
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