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Kado carried Jaelyn, sleeping in his arms, to Cathnor's hut. She had been crying most of the night, so he tried his best not to wake her. Cathnor waited at the door when he arrived. Kado carefully shifted Jaelyn into Cathnor's arms, then he set the bag with Jaelyn's things next to the door.

"You're sure you don't mind looking after her?" Kado asked.

Cathnor smiled and stroked Jaelyn's cheek, "Of course, not."

"It shouldn't take more than a few days," he said. Kado had tried contacting both Auren and Makari through the shadow world, but he couldn't sense them. After a week, he decided it was time to go to Appolia and find out what was going on. He knew they couldn't have died. He would have felt their deaths and sensed them in the shadow world, but they may have been captured. If they were in the hands of the Galvadi, he would do everything in his power to see to rescue them. Auren had work to do. 

"I'm sure they're fine," Cathnor said, clapping Kado's shoulder with his free hand. "It wouldn't be the first time Auren has somehow cloaked herself."

Kado frowned and nodded. The first time Auren had disappeared from him like this was in Ganida when they had visited with her uncle. Auren had met a young man and felt an intense connection with him. When they were forbidden from seeing each other, Auren somehow learned to wrap the veil, which separated the world of the living from the shadow world, around herself, essentially cloaking herself. When Kado felt their connection disappear so suddenly, he thought something terrible had happened to her. 

He hoped it would be something as simple as Auren cloaking herself and Makari to shield him from something they knew he wouldn't like. It was better than the alternative. It scared him to think what the Galvadi could have devised to take down Auren. She had all but become immune to the effects of the beryllonium.

As Kado wandered back to his hut to grab his pack, he ran into his daughter, Shai.

"I saw you leaving Jaelyn with Cathnor. Where are you off to?" Shai asked.

Kado raised an eyebrow. "Since when do you question the Foramar?"

Shai shrugged. "I'm not. I'm asking my father where he's going."

"I have something I need to do on Appolia," Kado said and continued walking.

Shai jogged a few steps ahead of Kado, then turned and walked backward, so she was facing him. "You're worried about Auren?"

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





