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DEDICATION 

To all musicians who ever felt lost between notes and chords.

May this book be a harmonic compass for your creative path.

And especially, to those who taught me that music is not only heard... it is also understood.
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The harmonic circle is what we build on the basis of a major and minor scale, obtaining different chord structures that will have different sonorities. The three main functions are tonic (degree I), subdominant (degree IV) and dominant (degree V).

We have the possibility of assembling the major harmonic circle, because there is only one major scale and three possibilities of assembling a minor harmonic circle, because we have three minor scales. The harmonic circles are used to accompany a song and know the triads or tonalities that we will probably play on our instrument, depending on the structure of the song. That is, if we start playing a song in C major, we will use the chords that are part of the C major harmonic circle. Although there are some exceptions since there are songs with more complex harmonies, but this is the generality.

Knowing the major and minor harmonic circles and knowing the sound of the degrees belonging to each chord, we can play and harmonize any type of song in the world, at least in a basic way. Now we will proceed to build, step by step, the harmonic circles of the 12 musical tones, considering their scale and especially the rule of each harmonic circle.
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The major harmonic circle is constructed from the major scale. This harmonic circle contains the major chords derived from the scale, following the order of degrees and chord types. The rule is that the first degree is major. The second degree is minor. The third degree is minor. The fourth degree is major. The fifth degree is major. The sixth degree is minor. The seventh degree is diminished. The eighth degree is major.

The harmonic circle of C major is: First degree: C major. Second degree: D minor. Third degree: E minor. Fourth degree: F major. Fifth degree: G major. Sixth degree: A minor. Seventh degree: B diminished. Eighth degree: C major.

OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
’
Natural major, natural minor, harmonic minor a
melodic minor )

N
Brwfner Vallecilla





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





