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INTRODUCTION

The spectrum of Man's consciousness is vast. We are faintly becoming aware that there are states of awareness on this planet as high above those of `average' man as his are above that of a domesticated animal, and that every man has the potential within him to embrace such elevated states. The attainment of them forms part of what is called Esoteric Sciences.

The growing acceptance of Esoteric Astrology parallels the growth of Man's mind. His increasing awareness embraces not only new viewpoints as to the structure of the universe about him, but also new concepts about his own place in the order of things. The expanded mind of nineteenth century man would no longer accept Genesis or the current teachings that placed Man's origin in time as being 4,000 B.C. Darwinism and the discoveries of Gregor Mendel concerning inheritance of characteristics altered all that.

The best way to appreciate Esoteric Astrology is to see it as an integral part of Ancient Wisdom. The totality of the Wisdom of the Ages brought into being such giant projects as the Great Pyramid of Giza, which was already old 50,000 years ago—an edifice which was but one of many which expressed outwardly the Inner Mysteries which were unveiled only to the privileged few in each developing civilisation.

To the enlightened, our universe is seen as an immense cosmic Entity, a sentient Being in Whom man but lives and moves and has his being. No less is the tiniest atom a sentient point within the consciousness of the Cosmic Logos.* When we speak of a planet, a fixed star, a galaxy and even greater units, we are referring in Esoteric Astrology to vast celestial Beings whose consciousnesses flood us all constantly, benignly or malevolently according to the various factors present.

* See The Jewel in the Lotus by Dr. Douglas M. Baker.

Astronomy is the study of the anatomy of the universe . . . a Cosmic Entity. The giant radio and visual telescopes plot the structures of His parts. Astrology, on the other hand, deals with the effects that the anatomical parts of the celestial Beings have on each other. Astrology is therefore concerned with the physiology of the universe. Orthodox astrology is concerned with the physiological effects of celestial structures upon that tiny, short-lived group of ‘cells’ in the body of the Cosmic entity which we call Humanity. Esoteric Astrology tries to understand the interaction of great cosmic entities with each other and studies the long-term effects which their interplay has upon the human race and its home, the planet Earth.
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Esoteric Astrology is more concerned with the indwelling Life of a form rather than its personality, and with whether the form expresses the life’s purpose rather than with its aggrandisement or analysis. The working out of cosmic laws, like the Law of Karma and Rebirth and the Law of Synthesis, are deemed of more import for they fashion the destiny of the sum-total of Man rather than a fragment of him, such as the manifesting personality of one little life within the great immortal Life of a human monad. Esoteric Astrology is concerned with the personality only from the point of view of bringing it into alignment with the Soul, the Higher Self and its purpose.

Esoteric Astrology intimately incorporates Esoteric Psychology, which differs from orthodox psychology (though not existential psychology) in recognising a third factor as part of the totality of Man. Non-esoteric psychology considers Man’s behaviour to result from the interplay between the genetically acquired equipment with which he is born and the environment into which he is thrust. Esoteric psychology says that Man possesses a higher nature—an eternal, immortal and enduring part of him. Spiritual integrity depends on the extent to which the personality is aware of and interacting with its indwelling spiritual Nature.

HOW ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY DIFFERS FROM ORTHODOX ASTROLOGY

Man is a magnetic field at all levels—physically, etherically, astrally, mentally, etc. He lives within the magnetic field of the earth, as he has done for centuries. Dividing the earth’s magnetism into twelve segments in relation to ourselves, we have the twelve houses relevant to the science of astrology. Moving through these houses, 24 hours a day, in each day, are the huge magnetic fields impressed on us by the Fixed Stars and those constellations of stars known as the Zodiac, the influences of which are tremendous. Then there are also the magnetic fields of the planets within our own solar system which reach us mainly through our inner bodies and aura, and they change in relation to each other and to us every day.
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When these fields affect our personalities through the lower three (the physical, the astral and the mental), we call this Orthodox or Exoteric Astrology. However, when these forces reach us through our souls (and their action may be spread over many lives), we call this Esoteric Astrology—the astrology of the Soul. Thus, Esoteric Astrology is concerned with:


	
The Soul’s progress and its opportunity to express itself in this particular life.



	
Factors which affect the personality from within and from previous lives, through the mechanism of the Law of Cause and Effect or Karma.



	
The unfoldment of the egoic lotus, for the Soul of man is said to be likened by the Masters of the Wisdom to an unfolding lotus of three tiers of petals.





The drawing next depicts the origin of The Seven Rays, arising as they do from the seven stars of The Great Bear (sometimes called The Plough). They are the outward manifestation of the seven Head Centres of “The One About Whom Naught May Be Said.” He is using the great Sun Sirius, known as the Dog-Star, the Star of Mercury and the Star of the Buddha, to focus the light of the Seven Rays (of Logoic Mind), as symbolised by the mirror, onto the Sign of Aquarius and the planet Earth . . .

From the point of Light within the Mind of God
Let light stream forth into the minds of men.
Let light descend on Earth.
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GRAND MAN OF THE HEAVENS
HE POINTS (THE FINGER OF GOD) AT THE NEW AGE, AND ENERGY FOLLOWS THOUGHT.



Beneath his beard (concealed by the Wisdom of the Ages) lies the secret of The Pleiades, worn as a seven-starred necklace overlying His Throat Centre.

Our Sun lies over His Heart Centre and radiates out its note of Love-Wisdom . . .

From the point of Love within the Heart of God
Let Love stream forth into the hearts of men.
May Christ return to Earth.

The symbol of Earth lies directly in the two streams of energy and contains at its centre the Sign of Christos.

The Finger of God has not quite drawn the full Sign of Aquarius, implying that the Age is not yet fully manifest.
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“Nothing exists nor happens in the visible sky that is not sensed in some hidden moment by the faculties of Earth and Nature.”

—Kepler in his De Siella Nova


“I am certain that the celestial bodies have in them certain influences besides heat and light.”

—Francis Bacon

“Whatever is born or done this moment of time has the qualities of this moment of time.”

—Carl G. Jung

“It almost seems as though we are moving through a series of scientific fantasies to a proof of ancient beliefs.”

—Sir Bernard Lovell
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PISCES - THE FISHES

by Norman Gradwell

20th February — 20th March

Pisceans are humble, retiring, compassionate, emotional, generous and hospitable. They are found to have a great affinity with fluids (gases, liquids and anything that flows, even electricity if Uranus is strong in the chart), chemicals, medicines, etc.

The spirit nature is often highly developed. The sympathies are abundant and the sign is attracted to the needy and sick and all who need help. Thus Pisceans have a kind heart and benevolence unequalled by any of the other signs. They are sensitive and impressionable and there is an innate longing to help their fellow men, to feel at one with them and above all, to succor those who are ill-treated by the world. Sacrifice is the keynote of this sign.

There is also a remarkable and instinctive sensing of other people’s sorrows and joys and a simultaneous desire to help those who suffer. The life of the Piscean is generally full of suffering; either he suffers himself or he is involved in the suffering of others. Seclusion often plays an important part in the lives of Pisceans. They will be found working in hospitals, institutions and places of confinement.

The higher Piscean is never lonely for he has the ability to feel at one with everything.... all are his friends. He has tremendous honor and idealism which in no way detracts from his practical ability. It would seem that these people, in having such a marked affinity with spiritual ideals and higher thought, would be wanting in their ability to handle material issues, but this is not so. Indeed we find that Pisceans often become perfectionists in a practical sense. They are seldom satisfied with their handiwork until it is as near to perfection as is humanly possible. They like to combine the practical with the theoretical which is a unique capacity in that it combines in one person the architect (Aries) and the builder (Taurus).

The true artist is often born under this, the sign of poets, musicians and painters. A love and appreciation of beauty is a basic part of these gentle, kindly people. Very often there is an undercurrent about them which is unfathomable, an inner life which nobody can delve. On the other hand Pisceans make wonderful detectives and are instinctively capable of getting to the bottom of the most intricate mysteries.

The literary abilities are often finely developed in this sign, inclining mostly to poetry and prose, though not entirely. Very often he will try to put his ideas into an easy musical style that is pleasing to the ear and satisfying to the intellect. Lest we over estimate the softness of the Piscean we should not forget that Pisces was the sign of the early Christians who faced the lions of the arena for their faith.

The devotion of the Piscean to his ideals in the face of tremendous opposition has constantly been a wonder to natives of other signs. This sign can produce the humblest saint and the most diabolical criminal in its zenith and in its nadir.
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THE GREAT INVOCATION


From the point of Light within the Mind of God 
Let light stream forth into the minds of men.
Let Light descend on Earth.



From the point of Love within the Heart of God 
Let love stream forth into the hearts of men.
May Christ return to Earth.


From the centre where the Will of God is known
Let purpose guide the little wills of men -
The purpose which the Master knows and serves.

From the centre which we call the race of men 
Let the Plan of Love and Light work out 
And may it seal the door where evil dwells.

Let Light and Love and Power restore the Plan on Earth.
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THE JEWELS OF PISCES

Pisces is number 12 in the Zodiac. In the Quabala it comes under the number 10 because it was then the fruition of the 10 visible planets, ten of course signifying the number of eternity. Pisces is still under the symbol of fruition in its place of the 12th of the Hierarchies.

The constellation is signified by two fishes swimming in opposite directions. In the actual constellation there is a star which binds them together and this by the ancient Magi was considered to be the knot of understanding. How correct this is when one bears in mind the picture of the typical Piscean. The fish must have singular intuition to find its direction in shallow waters where there is Light and with it, it must be possessed of considerable magnetic driving force to be able to swim to great depths where there is darkness. It is also very difficult to capture manually and this symbol must have been chosen with regard to the capabilities of the Piscean who is an advanced entity, for above all he has magnetic force, intuition and fluidity.

In the two fishes there is signified not only a dual personality but with two rulers, Pisces adds to its importance in the eyes of the discerning astrologer. Do not forget that in the picture of the fishes they are tied together and this can only mean that it is the picture of fruition wherein the Piscean has tackled manfully his difficult experience with all the gifts given him on the one hand by Neptune and the experiences given him by Saturn on the other, and are tied together with the knot of understanding.

Eternity cannot accept anything that is of no value to it and therefore eternal bliss can only be reached when the lessons of mortal life have been well and truly accomplished.

Although there are many stones which could be given to Pisces in order that certain malefictions could be turned away from the Piscean wearer of such stones, there is only one stone which will bring the Piscean the necessary peace to his usually divided mind and health to the body wracked by the effects of such a vacillating mind.

The stone with best protection against all the many ills which attack the Piscean is the Amethyst.
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