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This work is a deconstruction of Xi Jinping’s discourse of socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, which was unleashed in the period 2012 to 2017 with Xi Jinping holding the post of General Secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) and President of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). In 2023 Xi Jinping retains both posts having completed two five-year terms (2012-2017, 2017-2022) as General Secretary of the CPC and President of the PRC, which is a departure from the term served by his predecessor Hu Jintao and in keeping with that of Jiang Zemin.

Xi Jinping was elected to the post of General Secretary of the CPC in the final quarter of 2012 with his discourse of socialism with Chinese Characteristics for the New Era already formulated and ready to engage in a battle for hegemony within the Party and China. In this discourse Xi Jinping insists that: 1. From 2012 onwards China is being impacted by a new historical epoch characterized by specific, strategic effects generated by internal and external realities that constitute a new historical epoch with all its specificities which demand a new idea, knowledge, and discourse with its instruments of power to mitigate threats in order for China, led by the CPC, to attain its Two Centenary Goals of 2022, i.e. – the attainment of a moderately prosperous China and 2049, i.e. – the Rejuvenation of China/ the Chinese Dream. 2. In his discourse Xi Jinping insists that the present hegemonic development model of China, the Jiang Zemin model, is not capable of mitigating the threats at hand in the new historical epoch vitally necessary to enable China to attain its Two Centenary Goals set. The Jiang Zemin development model has in fact generated grave imbalances within the path to economic development which threaten the social stability of China at present which must be mitigated through a new development model that restores social stability, whilst stressing on a new type of economic and social development strategically vital to attaining the Two Centenary Goals. 3. The CPC in 2012 is not capable of leading the drive for the attainment of the Two Centenary Goals whilst simultaneously restoring social stability, mitigating the grave threats of this new era and solving the grave pressing problems generated by the Jiang Zemin model of development. The most potent hindrances to the Party accomplishing its task of leadership in the new historical epoch are: the collapse of its mass line, its alienation from the masses, corruption, misconduct, malfeasance and the inability to conceptualize the realities of this new historical epoch at hand and its impact on China’s path to socialist modernization and how to mitigate them. The Party has to be dragged, kicking and screaming, into the new historical epoch as it is in stasis and must be urgently rectified. 4. The entire Chinese socialist political system has to be urgently reformed if it is to embrace and satisfy the demands of the masses, as the masses are ahead of the Party in their conceptualization and quest for the better life afforded them by Chinese socialism. 5. The Chinese military apparatus is not capable of responding adequately to the strategic realities of the new historical epoch as it cannot engage with, fight and win against any military force on this planet that poses a threat to China, another failure of the Jiang Zemin model which poses a grave threat to China in the new historical epoch. 6. The fundamental, overarching issue in the new historical epoch is the capability of the Chinese socialist system to constitute successive generations of citizens who have internalized the ethic of Chinese socialism, thereby operationalising a socialist moral order of power where citizens police themselves, their worldview, their action constituting Chinese socialist social stability premised on a socialist moral order of power where power is socialized, this is the beautiful socialist society of China.

From 2012 to 2017 Xi Jinping presents a detailed critique of the hegemonic model of Chinese socialism emphasizing all its inadequacies which render it incapable of attaining the Chinese Dream in the new historical epoch, whilst forwarding his alternate model of Chinese socialism in detail which is especially formulated to deal with the inherent problems of the new historical period, which renders his model capable of attaining the Chinese Dream in the new era. This discourse of Xi Jinping presented in private and public spaces is collected, collated and translated into English and made available on the web on the site of Quishi, the online publication in English of the CPC titled: “The Governance of China by Xi Jinping”. This collection presents in English the in-depth scathing critique Xi Jinping unleashed from 2012 and his alternate path to socialist modernization, which reveals the strategic intent of Xi Jinping to present to the world the message that there was now in play in China heading to 2049 a new order, a socialist order which will arrest the slide to a neo-liberal servile China via the embrace of monopoly capitalism. Xi Jinping has then restored the Chinese socialist vision that embraces capitalism for its rapid generation and accumulation of wealth, which is then socialized and distributed according to the principles of Chinese socialism. But, Xi Jinping goes further than the 1978 discourse of Deng Xiaoping by insisting that in the China of socialist modernization power shall be socialized under the rule of socialist law, especially power wielded by the Party. The discourse of Xi Jinping constitutes a Revolution at the level of the idea in Chinese socialism with its new Long March, effectively distinguishing his discourse from that which preceded him. He is without doubt the premier discourse formulator for the new era in Chinese socialism and a worthy opponent of those who relentlessly seek to curtail China’s march to socialist modernization.
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Xi Jinping’s rise to power within the Communist Party of China (CPC) commenced with the 18th CPC National Congress held on November 8-15th, 2012 when he became the General-Secretary of the Central Committee of the CPC. From his accession in November 2012 Xi Jinping proceeded to unleash a new discourse of power with its instruments of power in China which in fact constituted a break with the discourses of the period of reform, opening up and modernization of China from 1978 to November 2012. Xi Jinping’s discourse constituted a revolutionary break by its emphases which show their grounding in Mao Zedong Thought applied to socialism with Chinese Characteristics of the second decade and thereafter of the 21st Century. Xi Jinping’s discourse of power with its instruments of power were formulated in response to grave threats posed to socialism with Chinese characteristics, its sustainability, relevance and longevity which were largely generated by the opening up that commenced in 1978. Xi Jinping’s discourse of these threats and their solution with its instruments of power will now be deconstructed to reveal their worldview and strategic intent.

On November 15th 2012, a press conference was held by the members of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the 18th CPC Central Committee, at this press conference in his speech titled: “The People’s Wish for a Good Life is Our Goal” Xi Jinping stated: “We are taking on this important responsibility for the nation.” “Our responsibility is to rally and lead the entire Party and the people of all China’s ethnic groups in taking on this task and continuing to pursue the goal of the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, so that China can stand firmer and stronger among the world’s nations, and a new and greater contribution to mankind. We are taking on this important responsibility for the people. They want to have better education, more stable jobs, more income, reliable social security, better medical and health care, improved housing conditions and a beautiful environment. They hope that their children will have solid growth, good jobs and more enjoyable lives. The people’s wish for a happy life is our mission. A happy life comes from hard work. Our responsibility is to bring together and lead the whole Party and the people of all ethnic groups to free their minds, carry out reform and opening up, further unfetter and develop the productive forces, solve the people’s problems in work and life, and resolutely pursue common prosperity.” The members of the standing committee of the political bureau of the 18th CPC Central Committee led by Xi Jinping have embraced power for the good of the nation and the people/masses. To attain the defined end of rejuvenation of China, the CPC is central to this task demanding that it must be led correctly in order to attain this end. There is then no rejuvenation of China without the effective leadership of the Party of the nation and the masses, which means that careful management of the Party is vitally necessary to ensure its relevance to the task at hand. The Party can never be part of the problem, only the solution towards the rejuvenation of China. The Party cannot succeed in its mission to solve the problems in the work and lives of the masses if it is not fit for purpose; which demands the Party’s constant, sustainable revitalization and regeneration to ensure its relevance to the daily life and work of the masses is required, for this is of vital, strategic importance to the regeneration of China. Xi Jinping insists that the formula for success is hinged on: the liberation of the minds of the Chinese people of all its ethnic groups, there must be now a hegemonic discourse and its worldview from which the rejuvenation of China emanates naturally and purposefully as it’s fit for purpose for rejuvenation, progress successfully completing the mission of ensuring the happy life of the masses. The leadership of the Party is charged with the task of mobilizing and motivating the Party and the masses to liberate their minds of discourses and worldviews that are not fit for purpose at this juncture in time/ space towards attaining the goal of the rejuvenation of China, whilst ensuring the happy life of particularly the masses. Xi Jinping is then charged with the formulation and unleashing of this discourse and its instruments of power to ensure its sustainable hegemony, for it must emanate from the Party and it must be hegemonic whilst policed by the Party, to ensure the hegemony of the Party. Simultaneously this hegemonic discourse must ensure the continuation of reform, opening up, the further expansion of productive forces and solving the problems of the life and work of the masses. This hegemonic discourse of Xi Jinping defines the context of these simultaneous actions with the discursive concept of “common prosperity”, which must be deconstructed in order to fully understand the agenda of the discourse of power of Xi Jinping. What then is common prosperity?

Xi Jinping continues: “We are taking on this responsibility for the Party. Dedicated to serving the people, our Party has led them in making remarkable achievements, which we have every reason to be proud of. Nevertheless, we should never be complacent and rest on our laurels. In the new circumstances our Party faces many severe challenges as well as many pressing issues within the Party that need to be addressed, particularly corruption, being divorced from the people, and being satisfied merely with going through formalities and bureaucracy on the part of some Party officials. We must make every effort to solve such problems.” “Our responsibility is to work with all Party members to uphold the principle that the Party should supervise its own conduct and run itself with strict discipline, effectively solve major problems within the Party, improve work style, and maintain close ties with the people. By so doing, our Party will surely remain at the core of the leadership in advancing socialism with Chinese characteristics.” In the era of the leadership of the 18th CPC Central Committee, there is a threat to the hegemony of the CPC over the process of the rejuvenation of China utilising the instrument of power of socialism with Chinese characteristics. This grave threat emanates from within the Party, from its membership, from those chosen from the Party to be officials of the state and Party officials. Xi Jinping purposely lists specific behaviors, attitudes with their attendant/ accompanying hegemonic discourses and worldviews that demand analysis and action to mitigate the threat posed to the Party and its hegemony over the rejuvenation of China through application of socialism with Chinese characteristics. These are: corruption, alienation from the masses and adoption of the position that the work of the Party officials in the state and Party must not be questioned by job performance, output, efficiency, impact upon the lives of the masses and economy. Party officials wield impunity to their benefit and not that of the masses and the nation. Corruption emanates from this discourse and its worldview and it also encourages, and socializes Party officials to adopt this discourse and its attendant worldview. There has then to be an assault within the Party, by members of the Party, to rectify this contradiction, a campaign of rectification which exerts hegemony over this errant, destructive discourse and its worldview if the Party is to ensure the rejuvenation of China. This then is a battle for the very soul of the CPC launched by Xi Jinping and the 18th CPC Central Committee. Xi Jinping mentions two solutions of improving the work style of officials and grounding ceaselessly with the masses which demands an assault on corrupt officials, their identification, investigation and prosecution, whilst simultaneously monitoring the quality of work of Party officials towards an intervention on an ongoing basis, to review and improve the work style of Party officials. The entire party structure charged with the promotion, choice of, monitoring and refitting of Party officials on a continuous basis has then to be constantly reviewed. The assault on corruption within the Party is vitally necessary to this exercise, as is the destruction of alienation from the masses and the impunity exercised by Party officials. There is then the need for a program of the mass line where all officials are socialized by the discourse of the mass line, disciplined, examined/ interrogated and punished by the discourse of the mass line. The discourse of the mass line applied to all Party officials from top down is the central instrument of power of the discourse of strict discipline of the Party of Xi Jinping, vitally necessary to ensure its fitness for purpose to the task of the rejuvenation of China utilising socialism with Chinese characteristics. At this press conference, Xi Jinping has presented his position on the need for a rectification campaign within the CPC as a matter of strategic urgency, a position that is grounded in the praxis of Mao Zedong.

Xi Jinping now presents his position on the masses and its relationship with the Party as follows: “The people are the creators of history. They are the real heroes and the source of our strength.” “One can only work for a limited period of time, but there is no limit to serving the people with dedication. Our responsibility is weightier than mountains, our task arduous, and road ahead long. We must always bear in mind what the people think and share weal and woe with them, and we must work together diligently with them for the public good and for the expectations of history and of the people.” The masses create history by their action, not the Party officials, without the action of the masses the Party officials cannot accomplish the task of the rejuvenation of China, alienated from the masses Party officials can only repeat the debacle of the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia. The paramountcy, impunity of Party officials arises only with their alienation from the masses, their domination and suppression of the masses, which results in the alienation of the masses from the process of the rejuvenation of China which triggers the collapse of the process in spite of and because of the wrong line, work line, an absence of the mass line of the Party officials. The rectification campaign of the Party the discourse of Xi Jinping is calling for is then the instrument of power to end the alienation of Party officials from the masses and the alienation of the masses from the process of the rejuvenation of China vitally necessary to the attainment of goals set for China in 2049.  

On November 17th 2012, Xi Jinping as General Secretary of the CPC presided over the first group study session of the Political Bureau of the 18th CPC Central Committee. Xi Jinping’s speech titled: “Study, Disseminate and Implement the Guiding Principles of the 18th CPC National Congress.” At the 18th National Congress, the blueprint for national transformation by Xi Jinping was placed in the public domain by the Party, thereafter Xi Jinping takes the offensive. Xi Jinping in this speech states: “The political report to the 18th National Congress of the CPC has charted a grand blueprint for bringing about a moderately prosperous society in all respects, accelerating socialist modernization, and achieving new victories for socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new historic circumstances. It is a political proclamation and action plan with which our Party will rally and lead the Chinese peoples of all ethnic groups in marching along the path of Chinese socialism and complete the building of a moderately prosperous society in all respects.” The Central Committee of the CPC under the leadership of Xi Jinping is insisting that the Party and the masses must competently respond to the new historical circumstances impacting socialism with Chinese characteristics and China. The 18th CPC Central Committee has taken on the challenge and task of devising an adequate response to the new historical circumstances which will ensure that the goals set are attained, namely: constructing a moderately prosperous society in all respects, a key concept which has to be defined for the new historical circumstances, accelerating socialist modernization, again another key concept that demands definition, and ensuring the hegemony of the Party and socialism with Chinese characteristics over this process. This hegemony is then central to the entire project and is only assured through performance and relevance to the masses. The political statement and action plan of the 18th CPC Central Committee has then to present a discourse with its worldview and its instruments of power which is capable of attaining all the goals set and promised by the political statement, proclamation of the 18th Central Committee to the 18th National Congress. Xi Jinping, the 18th CPC Central Committee and its Political Bureau have then to perform, to deliver in the interregnum between the 18th and 19th CPC National Congress. Xi Jinping responds to the political imperative by aggressively rolling out his discourse, its attendant worldview and its instruments of power following this first study session in November 2012.

Xi Jinping in his speech presents socialism with Chinese characteristics as the key, linchpin, core concept of his discourse of power as follows: “It was emphasized at the 18th National Congress that we should uphold socialism with Chinese characteristics, that the socialist system with Chinese characteristics is the fundamental accomplishment made by the Party and the people during the arduous struggles over the past 90 years, and that we must cherish what has been accomplished and never deviate from it but rather continue to enrich it.” Xi Jinping, the 18th CPC Central Committee and the Party rejects as a grave threat to socialism with Chinese characteristics, the Party and the masses any and all forms of deviation, revisionism, all counter discourses that seek to render socialism with Chinese characteristics irrelevant to the new historical circumstances, both at home and abroad, thereby ensuring that the goals set for China are never attained setting in train the collapse of the Party and its removal from power as in the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia. Socialism with Chinese characteristics remains relevant and hegemonic through its sustainable ability to be ever relevant to the changing historical realities in China and abroad. This vigor is the product of a vigorous Party built upon quality officials, which means that the central task of the 18th CPC Central Committee is rectification and reinvigoration of the Party to ensure the sustainable relevance and hegemony of socialism with Chinese characteristics to the rejuvenation of China. Xi Jinping now deals with the Party: “The Congress has called on the whole Party to explore and master the laws of socialism with Chinese characteristics, ensure that the Party is always full of vigor and that China never lacks the driving force for development, and that we must strive for a bright future for developing Chinese socialism. In fact, adhering to and developing socialism with Chinese characteristics was the theme of the political report to the 18th National Congress.” Xi Jinping’s discourse is rooted in the hegemony of socialism with Chinese characteristics and its sustainability across time/ space. The Party is the instrument of power and the entity charged with formulating and policing the discourse of socialism with Chinese characteristics across time/ space. The Party is charged with the great task of formulating a sustainable discourse of socialism with Chinese characteristics and policing its application to daily reality across time/ space. The Party has then at the level of the idea to be centrally relevant to the process of ideational formation, renovation of this supremely hegemonic discourse. Any failures or the collapse of the entire project means that the Party has failed at the level of the idea and action, of theory and practice. Who then constantly disciplines the Party to ensure there is no organic collapse of this central project? This can only be answered from the terrain of the power relations of the Party, for the hegemonic discourses that emerge from this terrain of power relations will determine the ability of the Party, across time/ space, to ensure the vigor of the discourse of socialism with Chinese characteristics. There is a distinct possibility that a hegemonic discourse can emerge that fails its historic task to ensure the sustainability of the grand hegemonic discourse. This reality will reflect the condition of the Party at the level of the idea, theory and practice. There must then be individuals who arise across time/ space possessing the ideational basis and action orientation to ensure this collapse of the Party never happens. The Party has to then both operationally and at the level of the idea police itself, discipline itself to ensure that there is a free flow of contending discourses enabled to be formulated, flow and contend ceaselessly for power.

Xi Jinping now expands the presentation of his discourse: “Why have I emphasized this? Because only socialism can save China, and only Chinese socialism can lead our country to development-” “Only by upholding socialism with Chinese characteristics can we bring together and lead the whole Party, the whole nation and the people of all ethnic groups in realizing a moderately prosperous society by the centenary of the CPC in 2021 and in turning China into a prosperous, democratic, culturally advanced and harmonious modern socialist country in the centenary of the People’s Republic of China in 2049, so as to ensure the people’s greater happiness and the nation a brighter future.” The test for the Party is to attain the specific goals set for 2021 and 2049, which are entirely different but not mutually exclusive. The core of the 2021 goal is the elimination of poverty, especially rural poverty and pockets of urban poverty which Xi Jinping accepts and launches his program of aggressive poverty alleviation which emerges from his discourse of the Party for the era of the two central goals of 2021 and 2049. The goal of 2049 signals that China, under the hegemony of the discourse of socialism with Chinese characteristics, is now a world power which is unattainable without attaining the goal of 2021. Xi Jinping's discourse of the rectification of the Party is then vitally strategic to attaining both goals.

Xi Jinping now presents his detailed exposition of his discourse of socialism with Chinese characteristics: “First, we must understand that socialism with Chinese characteristics is a fundamental accomplishment made by the Party and the people during long-term practice. China’s socialist system was pioneered in the new era of reform and opening up, and it is an outcome of the Party’s painstaking efforts. It was accomplished by the whole Party and whole people, under several generations of the Party’s central collective leadership, through numerous trials and tenacious efforts at all costs.” The socialist system of China in 2012 is the creation of the process of reform and opening up launched by Deng Xiaoping in 1978 following the death of Mao Zedong, which is the product of a discourse entirely different from that of Mao Zedong, which has to be reconciled to forge a concept of the linear rationality and coherence of the Party across time/ space. Xi Jinping is then rooting his discourse in the socialism system that emerged from 1978, but is he rejecting the relevance of socialism under the hegemony of Mao Zedong to the socialist system of 1978 and onwards? Xi Jinping insists that from 1949 to 2012 it was the Party and the masses who created these two forms of socialism which means that they are both organic to the Party and the masses, this is the aperture formulated, articulated and released as a discourse with its instruments of power in 2012. Xi Jinping continues on the signal accomplishment of the Party and the masses: “We must always remember the historic contribution made by the Party’s three generations of central collective leadership and the Party’s Central Committee with Hu Jintao as general secretary to the development of socialism with Chinese characteristics. The first generation of the central collective leadership with Mao Zedong as the core provided invaluable experience as well as the theoretical and material basis for the great initiative of building socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new historic period. The second generation with Deng Xiaoping as the core started the building of socialism with Chinese characteristics. The third generation with Jiang Zemin as the core advanced socialism with Chinese characteristics into the 21st century, followed by Hu Jintao as general secretary of the Central Committee who adhered to and developed socialism with Chinese characteristics from a new historic starting point.” Xi Jinping has followed Hu Jintao, but yet he does not speak of a fourth generation with himself as the core, it is simply much too early in his journey as general secretary to speak of this, but there is a lesson of what is to come in what he actually says. Xi Jinping insists that Mao Zedong provided a valuable praxis, theory and practice, experience that is invaluable to the required praxis for the correct development, evolution of socialism with Chinese characteristics. There must then be constant reference to the praxis of Mao Zedong as socialism with Chinese characteristics evolves, develops and specific problems arise which pose a grave threat to the vigor and efficacy of socialism with Chinese characteristics, especially with the power relations between the Party and the masses for this is the key/ central/ apex power relation that signals the course, the path socialism with Chinese characteristics has adopted at a specific time/space event, the premier diagnostic tool. Xi Jinping insists that the 21st century and its local and international power relations have constituted a new epoch in the history of socialism with Chinese characteristics. Xi Jinping, following Hu Jintao, is then taking over the helm in this new epoch which has realities, demands and problems to be solved that sets it apart from previous epochs in the history of socialism with Chinese characteristics, demanding a new praxis, approach and theory and practice appropriate to this new epoch. What is readily apparent in Xi Jinping’s strategy for this new epoch is the return to the praxis of Mao Zedong as an instructional source, a reference, especially in dealing with the power relations between the Party and the masses, to engage with and rectify the contradictions that have arisen between the Party and the masses in the second decade of the 21st century going forward to 2021 and 2049.

Xi Jinping’s second tenet is as follows: “Second, we must thoroughly understand that socialism with Chinese characteristics consists of a path, theory and system.” “This conclusion reveals that socialism with Chinese characteristics incorporates practice, theory and system. It synthesizes successful experience in practice into theories, uses these correct theories to guide new practices and incorporates effective principles and policies into Party and national systems. That is why socialism with Chinese characteristics is special-in the path, theory and system; in the intrinsic interaction between the way of realizing the goal, guide to action and fundamental guarantee; and in that all three serve the great practice of building Chinese socialism. In present day China, adhering to and developing socialism with Chinese characteristics means upholding socialism in its true sense.” There is a diversity of discourses of socialism in existence which demands that an instrument be devised which separates the sheep from the goats, distinguishes socialism that is sustainable from the unsustainable whilst delivering its set goals across time/ space. Socialism with Chinese characteristics is the uniquely successful socialism in China because of two realities: its operational methodology which is the product of a discourse with its attendant worldview, cosmology and its instruments of power that are grounded in the specific realities of the Chinese social order and its civilization from 1949 to the present. From 1949 to the present this discourse of socialism with Chinese characteristics has delivered on its goals, developing and rejuvenating China, constantly working towards ensuring the happy life of the masses of China. The methodology is operationalised during the course of daily human action/ interaction where practice is generated, which is then the product of human action, of power relations, of contending discourses and worldviews. Out of this cauldron of ideas, discourses and power, experience emerges which are in contention with a range of experiences that emerge from human power relations. This flow of contending experiences constitutes practice or simply the range of human experience in action, in contention with each other. There must be then an instrument to appropriate effective experience of strategic importance to the defined tasks at hand, to attaining goals set in the body of practice that flows constantly throughout the social order. This instrument has to synthesize all such strategically important practice into theory, into hegemonic discourse, into discourse that wields the power throughout the fabric of the social order necessary to determine that range of experience and practice, the terrain of practice that is under the hegemony of this discourse at the level of the idea. This hegemonic discourse has then to constantly impact and constitute the range of experiences and practice in the social order. This instrument has to be wielded by an entity within the social order who commands the instrument that distills theory from practice, for socialism demands that the economic oligarchy cannot be exercising hegemony over this instrument of power. It must then be the exclusive domain of the Party grounded with the masses, for the Party alienated from the masses simply cannot ensure its hegemony across time/ space whilst steadily delivering to the masses. A Party alienated from the masses becomes preoccupied with constituting instruments of suppression of ideas, of experience, of practice which results in faulty, inorganic theory which cannot deliver to the masses further driving the Party to embrace suppression and oppression of the masses. This is socialism that ends in collapse bolstering the power of the capitalist oligarchy and its world hegemony. Socialism with Chinese characteristics has then to constantly ensure that the Party never becomes alienated from the masses, that it is never captured by a political oligarchy who has immersed itself in creating and merging with an economic oligarchy in both the public and private sectors which emerged in China since 1978. The structures that emerge from practice that feeds theorisation, this process of constituting structures that regulate power relations at the micro and macro levels of the social order especially at the micro level, the level of power relations on the ground, of the masses, must not and cannot be dominated by the Party for there must be structures at the micro level that are external of the Party for there must be limits to the power of the Party. There must be spaces where the masses wield power, interrogate power and make demands of the Party freely and without suppression, oppression and blow-back. Socialism collapses when the Party moves to deny this space, this power of the masses for it is attempting to dominate and control ideas, to silence the masses rather than engaging in respectful, organic dual-flow discourse with them. This suppression renders experience emaciated which retards practice and constitutes irrelevant, ineffective theorising and anemic structures which cannot deliver the happy life, only the misery of a suppressed, oppressive life, hence collapse and the embrace of capitalism as the panacea. The Party then has to encourage intense internal debate on ideas, experience, practice, theory and structures relentlessly ever mindful of the threat of alienating the masses and becoming focused on amassing the personal benefits of power that drives internal factional struggles which destroys the Party. There must then be constant engagement within the Party to ensure that contradictions are recognized, correctly analyzed and resolved. That is the ideal nature of power relations within the Party. Xi Jinping insists that practice, theory and structure is the only methodology and guarantee of the rejuvenation of China rooted in the happy life of the masses, it is the only guarantee that the goals set will be realized whilst simultaneously being the fit and proper, right and necessary guide to human action to realize these goals. This then is true socialism and the only path to attain the development of China premised on the happy life of the masses which constitutes true socialism. The power relations between the Party and the masses, the mass line of the Party and the quality and virtue of Party officials, of their practice, theorising and formulation of structures, their work is central, crucial to effective, efficacious socialism with Chinese characteristics.

Xi Jinping continues: “The path of Chinese socialism is the only way to achieve China’s socialist modernization and create a better life. This path takes economic development as the central task, and brings along economic, political, cultural, social, ecological and other forms of progress. It adheres to both The Four Cardinal Principles and the reform and opening up policies. It entails further releasing and developing the productive forces and achieving prosperity for all and the well-rounded development of everyone.” The only viable path to achieving economic development as the core driver of all forms of progress in the Chinese social order is Chinese socialism as it is only on this path that economic development and progress will be attained characterised by, married to a distribution of wealth generated and personal, individual development is prioritized by the quest for a social order premised on egalitarian principles rather than the inequality that dominates a capitalist liberal/ neo-liberal order, exemplified in the creation of oligarchies who then capture the State to their personal benefit. The paramount concern of the Party is then economic development and the progress that ensues by unfettering, developing and managing the productive forces. For without sustainable economic development the masses cannot be assured of a happy life and human development is stymied by material poverty even though there is some development at the level of the idea. The Party will then be judged by its management of the productive forces and the distribution of wealth generated by all members of the social order, by the quality of life of the masses. To accomplish this task the Party has then to be an exemplary collection of individuals at the level of the idea and behaviorally, a vanguard for development and progress, judged by standards and expectation befitting this central role of the vanguard. This then is the operational structure of Chinese socialism and the reason why it is the only path to the specific type of development defined by the Party and the masses.

Xi Jinping now deals with what is to be done by the 18th Central Committee in order to ensure that Chinese socialism is capable of achieving the goals set. He states: “The socialist system with Chinese characteristics is unique and effective. However, we should be aware that it is not perfect or fully functioning. The Chinese socialist system needs to improve to keep in step with the development of the socialist cause with Chinese characteristics.” “It was emphasized at the 18th National Congress that it is imperative to give top priority to the building of systems while giving full play to the superiority of the socialist political system in China. We must improve current systems and promote institutional innovation with theoretical innovation based on practice. We must proceed from reality, formulate new systems in a timely fashion, and put in place a well developed, systematically and rationally regulated, and effective framework of systems to ensure that all systems and institutions are working properly and functioning well, and thereby provide a more effective institutional guarantee for new victories.” The Chinese socialist system is the product of the experiential realities of China, structured for China hence its uniqueness, but it is not perfect, a utopia nor is it in 2012 at its peak of functionality, it is in fact trailing, lagging behind the trajectory that is demanded by the socialist momentum in order to attain its goals, especially those of 2021 and 2049. The 18th Central Committee has then to intervene into the systems and institutions of Chinese socialism reforming to put new life and vigor into the generation of theory from practice which drive the conceptualisation and formulation of systems and institutions. The 18th Central Committee places strategic emphasis on the development and expansion of the Chinese socialist political system taking Mao Zedong’s maxim of ‘putting politics in command’ to new heights where political systems must be developed to lead the evolution of power relations in Chinese socialism, rather than trailing thereby retarding the development of the political system to the detriment of the masses, but to the benefit of the power party officials wield in the daily power relations on the ground. This restriction of the spaces in which the masses can wield power to the benefit of the Party directly impacts the ability of the party officials to gather effective experience from sources other than themselves and absorb this practice towards theory formulation vitally necessary to system creation and operationalisation. What is then needed is the necessary practice, theory formulation and system creation that is now under the oversight of systematic and rational regulation where the Party with the masses regulate the Party. The next aspect of removing the fetters on the evolution and the full and extensive operationalisation of the socialist political system is the reality that there are institutions within the socialist political system that are constituted by the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China. These political institutions are rule based rooted in law, which means that the political system must then evolve by deepening its rule based operational nature and so must the Party in its internal and external power relations.

Xi Jinping now presents his third maxim as follows: “Third, we must have an in-depth understanding of the basic foundation, overall planning of building socialism with Chinese characteristics. It was emphasized at the 18th National Congress that the basic foundation for building socialism with Chinese characteristics is that China is in the primary stage of socialism, that its overall plan is to seek economic, political, cultural and ecological progress, and that its main objective is to achieve socialist modernization and rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. The foundation, plan and objective are succinctly and politically defined. A better understanding and grasp of these new definitions will help us get to the essence and essentials of socialism with Chinese characteristics. It is important to stress the basic foundation of China being in the primary stage of socialism. This is the paramount reality and the most important condition in contemporary China. We must always bear it in mind and promote reform and development in all respects on the basis of this very reality.” The 18th Central Committee led by Xi Jinping has stated and rigorously defined the discourse of China in 2012 being in the primary stage of socialism as this is the platform, foundation upon which the programme of the 18th Central Committee for the development of China is built. This means that the Party and the masses are called upon to understand this discourse of the primary stage of socialism with Chinese characteristics. Party members and officials must study this discourse and become adept at its implications, worldview and its application to daily life in China. The task of the rejuvenation of China through socialist modernization is not yet complete, not by a long shot. The reality of 2012 and going forward is the need for sustainable reform with all round development that is sustainable as it is rooted in the reality of China being only in the primary stage of socialism. China is then not a developed, rejuvenated, modern socialist social order in 2012 and going forward. This means that the goal set for 2021 will indicate that China has attained the pinnacle of a primary socialist social order, ready to now evolve to the second stage set to be attained by 2049. From 2012 onwards there is still much work to be done, sacrifices to be made and the Party and the masses must understand and act upon the fact that the process of development is not complete as there is still a way to go to earn the secondary stage of socialism. Discipline of the Party and the masses is then crucial to success, and all such discourses that insist China is now a developed nation, a world power are rooted in capitalist Western concepts of what is development rather than that of socialism with Chinese characteristics.

Xi Jinping continues: “The Party’s basic line for the primary stage of socialism is the lifeline for the Party and the state. In practice we must firmly adhere to ‘one central task, two basic points’ neither deviating from the ‘one central task’ nor neglecting ‘the two basic points.’ We must adopt a holistic approach to the realization of the common ideal of building Chinese socialism and the long term goal of realizing communism, stand firm against various erroneous views aimed at abandoning socialism, and rectify all erroneous and unrealistic mindsets, policies and measures that go beyond the current primary stage of socialism. This will keep us from either being self-abased or over confident, and enable us to achieve new victories for Chinese socialism.” The discourse of the primary stage of socialism that China is presently in is the core central discourse which informs and constitutes the work line of the Party and the state in this period. There is deviation from this discourse, hence the need for rectification as these deviations within the Party and the masses are impacting practice, theory building and systems formulation which are not realistic, in effect posing a threat to the stability and effectiveness of socialism with Chinese characteristics. The threat posed constituted by the refusal to accept that China is in the primary stage of is in fact a rejection of socialism seeking to replace it with neo-liberal capitalism. More importantly those views within the Party and the masses demand special, constant attention, a sustainable rectification campaign where these ideas will be engaged with as a non-antagonistic contradiction towards resolution. This discourse that is in contradiction with that of the primary stage of socialism in China when actively constituting illicit actions, actions that pose a threat will then be treated as an antagonistic contradiction and resolved. This alternate discourse contending with the Party and the masses will either constitute self-abased Chinese, neo-colonized, servile to North Atlantic imperialist white supremacist neo-colonial domination or a Chinese version of a neo-liberal, racist capitalist, imperialist, neo-colonial hegemon, a carbon copy of the North Atlantic model as Japan before and during the second world war. This alternate discourse constituting worldview and action amongst the Party members and the masses is then a grave threat to socialism with Chinese characteristics, its efficacy, vigor and sustainability. But what of the threat posed by this alternate discourse exerting hegemony over the major players of the private sector of China, both local and foreign? The locals of the private sector who are Party members will be exposed to the rectification campaign, but the foreigners will be a concern for the national security apparatus. This is a power relation destined to grow in strength and impact as China opens up to the world even more extensively and rapidly with the 18th Central Committee.

Xi Jinping continues on the third maxim: “We give top priority to overall planning, simply because we must achieve all-round development of socialism with Chinese characteristics.” “The Party must always represent the requirements for developing the advanced productive forces. We must focus on economic development and promote coordinated political, cultural, social and ecological development on the basis of economic growth. As China steps forward socially and economically, it has become increasingly significant to pursue economic progress.” “We must carry out the overall plan, pursue coordinated development in all areas of our modernization drive, and promote harmony between the relationships of production and the productive forces, and between the superstructure and the economic.” Overall planning by the Party to ensure the overall development of China under the hegemony of socialism with Chinese characteristics is the instrument of power utilised by the Party to ensure compulsory overall development: economic, political, cultural and ecological. This is the yardstick by which the performance of the Party and its leadership will be judged and the most potent means to exert pressure on the Party and the power it wields in the social order. Xi Jinping insists that the locomotive of overall development of China is economic development, for economic development creates the means, the terrain by which overall development will take place. The Party has then to focus on economic development given its primary, central role in the process of development, but economic development as overall development has to be balanced, hence the inclusion of ecological development as a priority by the 18th Central Committee and the 18th National Congress. The power relation between production and the productive forces and the superstructure and the economic base has to be carefully managed by the Party as these power relations, when improperly managed, can destroy the grand agenda of socialism with Chinese characteristics. The only relevant methodology tried, tested and proven in the life of the Party especially since 1949 is experience, practice, theory building, the path and construction of systems and institutions. Xi Jinping speaks to the central task of the Party as follows: “The very purpose of the Party is leading the Chinese people in revolution, development and reform is to make the people prosperous and the country strong, and rejuvenate the Chinese nation, According to the three-step strategic plan for modernization, it is the goal of our Party and state to build a prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally advanced and harmonious, modern socialist country during the primary stage of socialism. The historic mission of our Party, the fundamental purpose of reform and opening up, and the goal of our country all converge in the main objective and are also derived from it. This is an objective for which we should never relax our efforts, nor should our future generations.” “the 18th National Congress revised the goal of building a moderately prosperous society in all respects, with a clearer policy guidance, greater inclination towards development problems, and better responses to the people’s expectations” “The whole Party and the country must act with one mind, work in a down-to-earth manner, be creative and pioneering, and forge ahead in realizing a moderately prosperous society in all respects, and continuing reform and opening up in all areas – the two goals set at the 18th National Congress.” The party is charged in conjunction with the masses with building this specific type of socialist society in the primary stage of socialism. A socialist social order where the masses are prosperous, not the oligarchs only, capable of resisting, expelling and defending itself against all assaults, both internally and externally, democratic according to the definition of this concept in the discourse of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and developed materially, technologically, culturally and at the level of the generation of the idea that serves this socialist social order. This primary, main objective set by the Party with the masses has formulated and unleashed the instruments of sustainable reform and opening up to attain this end and these instruments of power are part of the objective, conditioning it through the experience of its application, practice, theory, the path and systems building. To fail to attain this objective will collapse the Party and its organic relationship with the masses, which means that no deviations from the path to achieve this objective will be entertained, embraced and supported. All such deviations must be rectified in favour of the goal, the objective and the hegemony of the correct path to its attainment. This is why the 18th Central Committee and the 18th National Congress under the leadership of Xi Jinping stressed upon policy guidelines that were now revamped with an emphasis on clarity, leaving no room for deviation, constantly focusing on problems generated by the path to attain the objective. Problem solving demands a solid working relationship with the masses where Party officials are in fact organic to the masses not arrogant, aloof, withdrawn, elitist and corrupt. To be grounded with the masses is the only effective path which allows a Party official to be ever mindful of what is expected by the masses for it is a dual flow as the Party official is charged with placing expectations in the current material reality of the day as expectations can be driven by desire, not by material reality. The organic Party official can then speak to these realities with credibility thereby educating the masses as she/ he is educated by the masses constantly.

Xi Jinping now deals with the fourth maxim as follows: “Fourth, we must have a thorough knowledge of the basic requirements for achieving new victories for Chinese socialism, which the 18th National Congress identified and which we must fulfill with firm determination in the new historic circumstances.” “They are the essentials that reflect the laws of governance by the CPC, laws of building socialism, and laws of the development of human society. They are testimony to the new understanding by our Party of the laws of Chinese socialism.” The 18th Central Committee and the 18th National Congress led by Xi Jinping have recognized the evolution of the objective and subjective conditions that are impacting socialism with Chinese characteristics in 2012 and have determined that this constitutes a new historical era with specific objective and subjective conditions that demand an appreciation by the CPC of this reality and a reworking of the agenda to attain the goals set. The Party has then to accept that the base and superstructure constantly evolves driven by the power relations that continuously flows in response to action taken by the Central Committees of the CPC which preceded the 18th Central Committee and other forces both internal and external of China. The recognition of the specificity of the present historical epoch and its reaction to its reality places the 18th Central Committee in the special position of being capable of devising strategies to ensure the goal is attained, in spite of the nature of the historical circumstances. This ability flows from the knowledge of the 18th Central Committee of the present, current laws of Chinese socialism. Xi Jinping now presents in detail the strategy of the 18th Central Committee to deal with the present evolved historical circumstances. Xi Jinping states: “The basis requirements set forth at the 18th National Congress answers the question of how to achieve new victories for Chinese socialism on the new historic journey. Socialism with Chinese characteristics is a cause for the people in their hundreds of millions – this is why we must give full play to the role of the people as the masters of the country. Freeing and developing the productive forces is a fundamental task of Chinese socialism – that is why we must focus on economic development and pursue a people-oriented, all-round, coordinated, proper and sustainable development.” Chinese socialism’s sole intent is ensuring the happy life of the masses whilst they, the masses, wield power as the master of socialist China. Chinese socialism wields power to the benefit of the masses, not for the creation and protection of an oligarchy buttressed by grave social and political inequality. It is then imperative that the CPC pursue economic development which serves the interests of the masters of China, i.e. – the masses, which demands a brand, a type of development where the happiness of the masses is the central driving force, its raison d'etre, its very justification for its existence and hegemony, Chinese socialist development. This is development that is anathema to the discourses of liberal/ neo-liberal capitalist development, the development of the dictatorship of the economic oligarchy who has captured the state. Every single instrument listed by Xi Jinping designed to attain the goal in the new historic circumstances is defined by the centrality and supremacy of the masses and flows from the masses, is inseparable from the masses. The condition of the masses then is the test of the efficacy of these instruments of the 18th Central Committee led by Xi Jinping. Xi Jinping continues: “Reform and opening up is the only way leading up to Chinese socialism – this is why we must always apply the spirit of reform and innovation to all aspects of government and continuously promote the self-improvement and development of China’s socialist system. Fairness and justice are inherent requirements of Chinese socialism – this is why we must, relying on the concerted efforts of all the Chinese people and based on economic and social development, double our efforts to developing institutions that are vital to ensuring social fairness and justice, and establish in due course a system for guaranteeing social equity. Common prosperity is the fundamental principle of Chinese socialism – this is why we must ensure that all the people share the fruits of development in a fair way, and move steadily towards common prosperity” In 1978 the paradigm of reform and the opening up was applied which deeply impacted China’s development through the rush of wealth generated through both foreign and local investment with the creation of a private sector rooted in capitalist relations of production on the factory floor. This race to generate and accumulate wealth in the social order which drives the rapid development of the economic order rooted in capitalist relations of production, generated expected new problems in the social order of China which impacted the Party, rapidly evolving the contradictions within the Party and between the masses and the Party that had evolved from 1949 to 1978. The rapid generation of wealth premised on the exploitation of the labour power of the masses in capitalist relations of production on the factory floor meant that Party officials were now able to form alliances with the capitalist class, which in return for impunity these Party officials and their families can become wealthy and capitalists in themselves and for themselves, to the detriment of the masses, the Party and the goals set by the Party with the masses. The Party was then faced with the grave risk of a phalanx of cadres working to dismantle Chinese socialism by replacing it with an oligarchic kleptocracy. One such manifestation of this move is the attack on the viability and need for the state sector in the economy, seeking to end state intervention and presence in the economy. The call for the state sector to run on private sector capitalist relations of production is simply the thin edge of the neo-liberal wedge. The grave threat that is constantly present as a result of opening up and reform is the organic drive of capitalist relations of production to form and develop oligarchies, who then move to capture the state which in China means Party capture. Oligarchies form as a result of the organic rational drive to generate and maximize wealth in the capitalist mode of production where fewer and fewer individuals begin to dominate sectors of the economy and move instinctively to ensure that mobility of challengers is stymied. Politics has then to regulate this organic capitalist drive to maximize wealth generation and accumulation into the hands of the smallest number of capitalists. The Party is then the prime target and the Party has to police itself, the capitalists, enable the workers to now engage with the capitalists unfettered in the power relations that arise on a daily basis on a capitalist factory floor, and in the state sector the workers/ masses must exert worker’s control and management. The reform and opening up then demands the emphasis on fairness and justice and the recognition of Xi Jinping that institutions must be created and function to ensure fairness and justice. This position now demands rules based procedure, the rule of law and a judicial system that arbitrates between the masses and the capitalists, the Party and in the case of interpersonal conflict. Exploitation of the worker is no longer in the interest of China’s socialist development, the present stage of development of China in 2012 demands a new kind of worker, a new worldview, a worker in a socialist China who wields power in the workplace which stymies the organic drive by capitalist relations of production to maximize wealth in fewer and fewer hands. If this organic intent of capitalist relations of production is not stymied in Chinese socialism by enabling workers to engage without their hands tied behind their backs then the march to the dominance of the oligarchy will be unhindered. Justice and fairness remain perpetually out of the reach of the masses when fetters are placed on their organic drive to struggle ceaselessly for their benefit, this is power to harness not to stymie. No policy instrument, no institution assures justice and fairness only ceaseless struggle does where the masses ensure it for themselves. Xi Jinping insists that the distribution of the wealth generated by the labour of the masses must be distributed fairly, refusal/ failure to do this destroys the Chinese socialist project for one can attain blinding generation and accumulation of wealth and all the trappings of development, but the Chinese socialist project is not a liberal/ neo-liberal project. It has to have a standard that defines what is a fair distribution of wealth, especially when this wealth generated by the labour power of the masses is not enjoyed by the masses. If you then want development with a fair distribution of wealth that evolves into common prosperity you will have to curb all the organic developments within capitalist relations of production that constitutes an oligarchy and the inorganic development that develop within the Party and the state that will now complement and assure the power of this organic capitalist development as corruption, impunity, arrogance, suppressing the masses to the benefit of the capitalists and blatant incompetence. A capitalist as a leopard cannot change her/ his spots, whilst a bureaucrat is always the handmaiden of the capitalists. The failure to institutionalize and write into the daily power relations of the social order of China the hegemony of fairness and justice and the mechanism of a fair distribution of wealth which is capable of evolving into common prosperity will ensure that 21st century Chinese socialism is socialist in name only. The gravity of this power relation demanded that Xi Jinping and the 18th Central Committee now grapple with these problems that evolved in a different and significant manner since 1978 with the reform and opening up methodology. Xi Jinping in recognition of the threats posed  by the problems generated by the order of things in China since 1978 prioritizes social harmony as follows: “Social harmony is an inherent attribute of Chinese socialism – this is why we must rally all the forces that can be rallied, maximize the factors for harmony, stimulate the creative vitality of society, and ensure that the people lead a happy, stable life and the country enjoys enduring peace.” “The CPC is the core leadership for the cause of Chinese socialism – this is why we must enhance and improve the Party’s leadership and give full play to the leading and core role in exercising overall leadership and coordinating the efforts of all.” In North Atlantic liberal/ neo-liberal social orders there is no social harmony, there is only the pursuit of hegemony of the oligarchs over the social order premised upon inequality, social control and the power relations of distraction and delusion. Chinese socialism demands a social order rooted in social harmony which can only be attained by the pursuit of values bolstered by law, institutions and praxis, which are totally antagonistic to those of North Atlantic neo-liberal capitalism. Chinese socialism can only constitute a social order premised on social harmony when the masses are convinced that they are an important, central component of this Chinese socialist order of power, the masses must then command and exert power without the need nor resort to violence, to alienating themselves from the social order of power for want of power, the masses must have a stake in and influence on the course of the evolution of Chinese socialism. It must not only benefit them, but it instead must be theirs to mold, to contribute, to exert power over and influence power external of themselves. This is why renovation of the CPC at the level of its officials is crucial to the task of ensuring that Chinese socialism is forever relevant to, respected and desired by the masses across time/ space. To ensure its relevance and impact across time/ space the Party must be renovated, rectified and re-imagined when it becomes out of lockstep with the present historical epoch, hence the call by Xi Jinping in 2012 for such action being necessary and compulsory. The 18th Central Committee is then engaged with problem solving which demands rectification in the Party, for without this the problem solving initiative will falter given the centrality of the Party to Chinese socialism. Xi Jinping ends his presentation on this maxim as follows: “If we truly meet all the basic requirements we will be able to pool our strength more effectively, overcome all difficulties, pursue balanced, proper and coordinated development, promote social harmony and improve our people’s lives. Then we can complete the glorious and arduous tasks bestowed by the times.” The core, central issue is then a specific type, mode of development which is centered on the masses, embraces the masses and mobilizes the masses for the benefit of the masses, not the creation and hegemony of an oligarchy over the social order. This is then the basis of social harmony of Chinese socialism not social control, inequality and alienation in favour of an oligarchy of a liberal/ neo-liberal capitalist social order. The difficulties identified by Xi Jinping and the 18th Central Committee have then to be mitigated in order to attain this development condition and those that will arise as the power relations evolve. This engagement demands further reform and the formulation and operationalisation of new instruments of power that will change the power relations, thereby constricting the power relations that constituted these difficulties to begin with. Bold innovation has to be unleashed in order to effect the change demanded to ensure the attainment of the goals set that separate Chinese socialism from North Atlantic liberal/ neo-liberal capitalist social orders. Social harmony and the happy life for the masses is not attainable without a specific model of development that Chinese socialism allows and enables, balanced development in all spheres of human existence, including the ecological basis of human existence.

The fifth maxim of Xi Jinping’s discourse is as follows: “Fifth, we must fully ensure why we need to ensure that the CPC is always the firm core leadership guiding the cause of Chinese socialism. It was emphasized at the 18th National Congress that the CPC shoulders the great responsibility for bringing together and leading the people in building a moderately prosperous society in all respects, in advancing socialist modernization and in achieving the great renewal of the Chinese nation.” “The new developments, the need for progress in our cause and the people’s expectations have made it imperative for us to carry out the great new undertaking of Party building in the spirit of reform and innovation, and upgrade our efforts in all respects to a new level.” The 18th Central Committee led by Xi Jinping recognizes as a matter of grave urgency the task of renewal of the Party to ensure its ability to mitigate the problems, the new developments in the era of reform and opening that pose a potent threat to the central role of the Party in attaining the goals set for Chinese socialism. The need for organic progress which will attain the goals set and satisfy the expectations of the masses demands a Party that is ever evolving to grapple with ever changing objective and subjective conditions which flow from the mode of production and superstructure. Especially those that pose threats to the task of the Party to attain the goals set, these demand a Party with the capacity and capability to mitigate these problems, a Party that is eminently organic to the masses, Chinese socialism and conditions on the ground. Xi Jinping and the 18th Central Committee are then prescribing a reconciliation campaign and a new order of power for the Party in 2012 which must continue across time/ space towards constituting a Party relevant and organic to the realities of the present and future epochs.

Xi Jinping now deals with the new order of power in the Party as follows: “However, in view of the need to manage changes in the domestic and international conditions, and to manage its historical mission, there is still considerable room for our Party to improve its art of leadership, governing capacity and organization, and the quality, competence and practice of its members and officials. Party building in the new circumstances, in particular, faces ‘four tests’ and ‘four risks,’ which makes it more difficult and pressing to ensure that the Party properly manages its own affairs and strictly disciplines itself. All Party members must heighten their sense of urgency and responsibility, focus on the overall requirements of Party building, steadily improving the Party’s art of leadership and governance, and enhance its ability to resist corruption, prevent degeneration and ward off corruption risks, so that our Party will always remain ahead of the times in its historic journey accompanied by profound changes worldwide, always act as the backbone of the Chinese people in its historic response to domestic and international risks and tests of all kinds, and always be the strong core leadership in the historic journey to adhere to and develop Chinese socialism.” The Party faces grave risks from the domestic and international terrain of power relations and must manage these risks/ threats whilst pursuing the set goals of Chinese socialism. To manage these threats and attain its goals the Party must sustainably re-imagine, re-vision and retool itself across time/ space. In 2012 under the management of Xi Jinping and the 18th Central Committee, the Party is in need of rectification, renovation and refurbishment. Xi Jinping identifies specific areas that demand immediate intervention by the 18th Central Committee: the methodology of leadership that is hegemonic in the Party is flawed and must be addressed, rectified and reformulated; the organization and capacity of the Party is inadequate to the task of governance of Chinese socialism in the present era as it hearkens back to previous epochs, it is not currently relevant; there is a deficit in the vision, ability and rigor of members and officials of the Party, which poses a major hindrance to the Party’s ability to sustainably remake itself to retain its rigor in evolving historical epochs. In 2012 Xi Jinping is insisting that there are Party members and officials in stasis which is eroding the structure of the Party from within. This condition demands an intensive intervention towards rectification of the Party to erase these fetters, thereby liberating the Party of dead weight to ensure the success of its historic mission. The gravest threat posed to the Party is structures that enable, refuse to police and discipline and constitute behaviour of Party members and officials that are not risk averse to power relations which enable and facilitate corrupt practices in the Party. The Party has to effectively manage its affairs and discipline itself through policing the actions of its members and officials. To do this there must be a discourse of the moral order of the party that is hegemonic and sacrosanct, which can only be so by the instruments of power of this discourse policing the Party. There is then an unrelenting power relation within the Party between the propensity to seek personal power, influence, wealth at the expense of the Party, the masses and Chinese socialism and the propensity to serve the masses selflessly, and the Party towards attaining the goals set for Chinese socialism. The terrain of corruption and criminality in the social order has been deeply impacted by the reform and opening discourse from 1978 to present. Capitalist relations of production in the private sector has intensified the drive to corrupt the Party as capitalist relations of production always pursues the maximization of wealth generation in the hands of a minority which seeks to expand and deepen their hegemony on wealth generated by any means necessary, both legal and illegal. The experiment that commenced in 1978 has then unleashed a double-edged sword which has impacted the entire social order including the state sector, the state and the Party as it has diametrically changed the nature and structure of the class structure and class struggle in China since 1978. This rapidly advancing mode of production has constituted threats which now demand that the Party rekindle its revolutionary fervor, discipline and undying commitment to duty now demanded by the threats being constituted by this double-edged sword unleashed since 1978. Xi Jinping now posits that the core of the problems in the Party is rooted in the improper and inadequate socialization of Party members who then end up as officials with inadequate socialization, sadly lacking in the mettle necessary to the task at hand. Xi Jinping states: “it has always been the foundation for the lifeline and pursuit of all Communists to have full confidence in ideals and firm faith in communism. Belief in Marxism and faith in socialism and communism are the political soul of Communists, enabling them to withstand all threats.” “This has been proved true by the cases of some Party members and officials who acted improperly due to lack of ideals and confused faith.” Party members who deviate from the norm expected of them must be disciplined as experience indicates that their discourse and worldview were not demanded of them as Communists. Their value system was not that constituted by the hegemonic discourse of the Party, they were then deviants given power and opportunity by the Party to act upon their deviant value system, mavericks constituted by an alternate discourse with its worldview and value system challenging from within the Party its hegemonic discourse of Chinese socialism. The Party must then police itself, discipline itself, but more importantly it must place great emphasis on the socialization of its members. From 2012 onwards a rectification movement within the Party is vitally necessary whilst simultaneously a revamped, potent socialization system is launched to ensure that Party members adopt the practice of relentless study and criticism/ self-criticism, whilst the Party polices itself to unearth the malpractices, especially corruption, amongst its members. In this new historical epoch the Party has now to ensure that especially its officials imbue, present and act upon the ideals of Chinese socialism.

Xi Jinping now deals with the imperative of ensuring that the Party is organic to the masses as the deficiencies in this relationship ceaselessly attack the relationship between the masses and the Party, eroding it to become a relationship of social control, not the desired organic relationship of partners in development of Chinese socialism. Xi Jinping states: “If we stray from the people and lose their support we will end up in failure. We must bear in mind the new characteristics and requirements for public work in the circumstances. We must organize our people, communicate with them, educate them, serve them, learn from them and subject ourselves to their oversight. We should always be part of the people, work for their interests and maintain close ties and share good and bad times with them. We should draw wisdom and strength from their great practice; deliver more concrete services to the people that meet their needs, relieve their burdens and benefit their lives; and put a stop to all acts that prejudice their interests. The 18th National Congress put forward the idea of carrying out an extensive program throughout the Party to heighten awareness of and implement the Party’s mass line, with the focus on serving the people and staying pragmatic and honest.” The 18th Central Committee led by Xi Jinping is demanding for this new historical epoch a return to the revolutionary maxims of the CPC formulated under the leadership of Mao Zedong, the demand then is for a Party official and a member whose value system, worldview and discourse are constituted by the revolutionary discourse of the CPC of the vitally necessary organic relationship between the masses and the Party. This revolutionary organic relationship’s value system rejects as ideal behaviour arrogance, elitism, corruption, oligarchic hegemony, ideas of the inherent superiority of the specific types of individuals and groups over the masses as Party officials, the wealthy capitalists, those who graduated from tertiary institutions, the discourse of the ignorance of the masses and their inability to teach those inherently superior to them, gender, race, ethnic, nationality and class inferiority. Party members plagued with these antirevolutionary ideals are threats to Chinese socialism and prospective candidates to be seduced by pursuits that are classified as corruption. Without this revolutionary organic relationship with the masses the party cannot effectively manage and discipline itself, much less manage the national drive to attain the goals set for Chinese socialism. Without this organic relationship with the masses there will be development, but not of the type defined by and sought by Chinese socialism, it will be development in which the masses are disadvantaged, burdened with inequality, suppressed in favour of the oligarchs and their foot soldiers in the Party with the environment destroyed. It will be development in the mode of North Atlantic liberal/ neo-liberal capitalist development. In response to this grave threat Xi Jinping and the 18th Central Committee have prescribed a rectification movement within the Party rooted in the socialization of Party members, rectification of the value systems of Party members, their praxis, work in keeping with the revolutionary mass line of the Party. The 18th Central Committee and the 18th National Congress under the leadership of Xi Jinping is one of reform, opening up further, rectification, renewal of practice, theorising, the Path and the formulation of systems to grapple with the realities of a new historical epoch in the evolution of Chinese socialism.

Xi Jinping continues on the issue of the Party, what is the ideal Party and corruption as follows: “It has always been the CPC’s consistent and clear political position to combat corruption, promote political integrity and keep the party healthy. Building a fine Party culture and a corruption-free Party is a major political issue to the great concern of the people.” “We must keep up our vigilance. Serious violations of Party discipline and state laws that have occurred inside our Party during the past few years are of a vile nature and have produced shockingly harmful political consequences. Party committees at all levels must firmly oppose and combat corruption, and prevent and crack down on it more effectively to ensure that all officials are honest and upright, governments clean and incorruptible, and Communists of political integrity. Officials at all levels, especially high ranking officials, must conscientiously observe the code of conduct. They should exercise strict self-discipline, strengthen education and restrain their children and immediate staff. It is absolutely impermissible to abuse one’s power for personal gain or to seek privilege. All violations of Party discipline and state laws must be punished without exception, and we shall not be soft in dealing with them.” Xi Jinping insists that the CPC throughout its history has never accepted nor compromised with corruption in its ranks demanding the political integrity of all its members, especially its officials. The Party has then to effectively discipline itself for the masses expect the Party to do so as a corrupt Party alienates the masses, thereby collapsing Chinese socialism. The masses expect the Party will sustainably discipline itself to the benefit of the masses. Potent examples of corruption and indiscipline in the public domain under Chinese socialism have harmed this organic relationship with the masses, have then had grave impact on the politics of Chinese socialism. Learning from these grave events is compulsory to ensure they are not repeated in the future, thereby ensuring that corruption and malfeasance are not organic to the Party, the Party has to police its virtue. The Party has to police its members sustainably across time/ space relentlessly combating corruption and malfeasance. This has to be a campaign where punishment is never averted as slaps on the wrist enable those who are intent on corrupting the Party. As malignant tumors the actors must be identified and excised from the body politic. The Party has then to ensure the integrity of its officials which it cannot effectively do without the masses participating in this process. All officials of the Party are under intense scrutiny and those who are errant must not be able to rely on cabals of officials who will protect each other and mask the illicit activities of each other. Organised crime groups within the Party then pose a threat much more potent that single corrupt officials acting alone. When the Party fails to locate and remove errant officials it is enabling the formation of organised crime groups within the Party who then form bonds with the economic actors, especially of the private sector. Officials at all levels are called to a higher purpose with greater expectations placed on them, which means that they must not be enabled to be sustainably corrupt. An official is then an individual who is then socialized to serve the masses, selflessly possessing the necessary intellectual and operational capacity and ceaselessly upgrades her/ his knowledge base and skills to make a success of the task allocated to her/ him. The desired official is not one who utilizes her/ his position of power to enrich their family and associates, potently expressed in the sociological reality of the official and their privileged children, the Princelings, flaunting all the symbols of North Atlantic neo-liberal capitalist decadence, such as a fleet of Ferraris. Xi Jinping insists that no official of the Party is immune from the reach of the Party disciplinary machine and state law, there is no privilege that exempts and shields any official from surveillance, investigation and discipline, for with the creation of an exempt group of officials from disciplinary action, the Party is now under the potent threat of being hijacked by a cabal of organised crime operatives. The tip of the Party’s disciplinary spear is the Party committees and Xi Jinping insists that they take up the mantle and pursue corruption within the Party. The Party has to not only rigidly enforce discipline, but improve upon its discursive formulation mechanism thereby creating effective instruments of power devoted to effective socialization of its members for this new historical epoch in the history of Chinese socialism. Xi Jinping and the 18th Central Committee is prescribing a rectification campaign for the Party and in 2013 Xi Jinping will methodically present in public his instruments of power to achieve the goals set by the 18th Central Committee.

On December 29th and 30th 2012, Xi Jinping during an inspection tour of poverty alleviation and development works in Puping County, Hebei Province, China made this speech titled “Eliminate Poverty and Accelerate Development in Impoverished Areas”

on poverty alleviation, the elimination of poverty and accelerating development in impoverished areas of China. Xi Jinping states: “It is the essential requirement of socialism to eradicate poverty, improve the people’s livelihood and achieve common prosperity. We should pay close attention to people in straitened circumstances, and extend care to them with respect and love. We should do our best to solve their problems and keep their need and suffering in mind, and bring the solicitude of the Party and the government to the people in the impoverished areas.” Xi Jinping in 2012 is speaking to the uneven rate of development in the geography of China exacerbated by the reform and opening up of China movement within the Party. Xi Jinping in his visit to Hebei Province is a calling for a new, different engagement of the Party with poverty and those trapped in poverty where the grand macro development plans and projects must now be complemented by a focus by the Party on solving the problems faced by individuals, families, groups on a daily basis that emanate from the existential condition of being poor in China. Poverty has a daily existential condition that is constituted by deprivation which has a personal and family element to its nature, Xi Jinping is now calling on the Party officials to intervene into the lives of the poor on a daily basis to impact the nature of deprivation which involves more than physical inputs, but also the input of ideas by which to change one’s worldview enabling one to visualize opportunity, capacity and hope. The Party has then to provide leadership relevant to the alleviation of poverty, materially and at the level of the idea. By mobilizing the Party Xi Jinping is now sending the message that a war on poverty is now one of his primary tasks. Xi Jinping continues: “However, China is still in the primary stage of socialism, so the number of people still living in poverty is still quite large. With regard to completing the building of a moderately prosperous society in all respects, the hardest and most arduous tasks lie in the rural areas and the poverty-stricken areas in particular. We cannot say we have realized a moderately prosperous society if the rural areas, especially the backward parts of the countryside, are left behind.” “Party committees and governments at all levels should strengthen their sense of responsibility and mission in development-oriented poverty alleviation. To free them from destitution so that they can live a better life as soon as possible, we must work diligently and effectively to map our plans, allocate funds, set targets, work out detailed measures, and carry out evaluations in this respect.” Development projects specifically formulated by the Party to dismantle poverty, especially in the rural areas with emphasis on the most underdeveloped rural areas, is now one of the priorities, a call to action by Xi Jinping and the 18th Central Committee he leads. The party is playing catch up here as 2021 approaches, for failure to lift the rural areas out of poverty by 2021 means that the Party has missed the goal set for 2021. The hegemonic model that obtained from 1949 to 1978 simply did not generate the quantum of national wealth fast enough to enable a sustainable, effective assault on poverty, especially in the rural areas. The post 1978 model does generate the necessary quantum of national wealth very rapidly, but in this breakneck speed to generate ever increasing volumes of national wealth the model exacerbated the urban rural dichotomy even further and deeper than the previous model. The core reality is the fact that capitalist relations of production generate wealth production and accumulation like no other mode of production in human history, but in doing so it intensifies inequality as organically, if left alone, an oligarchy is constituted which dominates the economy and eventually captures the state. In the case of Chinese socialism, the target is then to capture the Party, to turn Party officials and their families into capitalists to ensure state capture. The post 1978 model deepened the divide with the massive rural to urban migration which further heightened the underdevelopment of the already underdeveloped rural areas. To develop these areas there is need for investment in new means to earn income at the requisite levels to taper the labour migration and to enable the rise of the prosperity of the masses. These areas and the masses who live there must then be integrated into the new China that has developed breaking their bondage by an old China. They have to be brought into the digital era which is the basis for expanding opportunities to raise income sustainably across time/ space. Xi Jinping has then mobilized all Party committees and state agencies to grapple with this issue of poverty and its alleviation in China from 2012. A dual process of action is demanded encompassing the focus on individual cases of poverty towards relieving its impact on the quality of life of these individuals, whilst simultaneously focused on the formulation and operationalisation of poverty alleviation development projects. In 2021, the success of Xi Jinping’s assault on poverty will then be assessed for its contribution to attaining the goal set for 2021.
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