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Broken Promises 
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Promises said on bright campaign nights,

Lifting hearts with glittering lights.

“We’ll change the world,” the leaders cry,

And we believe they'll reach,  they'll try.

Hands held high, votes cast with hope,

Clinging to words that help us cope.

A classroom bright, a factory galore,

Small businesses dreams of something more.

But months roll on and the  hype dies,

Policies shift, and dreams fly by.

Loans still grow, and rivers run dark,

Jobs disappear, all promises snark.

We march, we write, we plead, we fight,

Yet what was promised fades from sight.

The bait was hope, the switch brung pain,

The cycle repeats again and again.

In the rubble of what’s betrayed,

We find our courage, it cannot fade.

For hearts that were led to believe and win,

They carry the spark that cannot end.

So with the next election, we’ll rise and see,

That truth and care can set us free.

So promise what can be, and stand,

On truth held in honest hands.
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Bait and Switch
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Bait and switch is a deceptive sales tactic where a business lures customers in with an attractive offer (the bait) but then pressures or tricks them into purchasing a more expensive or less favorable product (the switch).

For example:

A store advertises a popular TV at a very low price.

When you show up, they say it’s “sold out” (sometimes it never existed at that price in the first place).

Then, they try to push you toward buying a more expensive TV instead.

It’s considered false advertising and it’s illegal in many places because it misleads the consumers.

Bait and switch in politics works a lot like in sales, but instead of products, it’s about campaign promises, policies, or  the rhetoric.
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Bait and Switch happens when:
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A politician or party promises one thing to gain support (the bait).

After getting votes, donations, or power, they deliver something very different (the switch).

Examples of how this looks in politics:

Campaign promises: A candidate promises to lower taxes for working families, but once elected, he/she pushes through tax cuts that mostly benefit corporations.

Legislation: A bill is introduced under one name, but the contents actually weakens healthcare access or benefits polluting industries.

Messaging: A leader rallies support by claiming a policy is about “protecting freedom,” but the actual policy restricts people’s rights.

––––––––
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In short, political bait and switch is when the advertised policy or intent is not what people actually get once power is secured by the politician.

When a politician uses a bait-and-switch and then wins, there are several damaging consequences — partly because their term is long and partly because people voted based on beliefs that may not be realized. Here are some of the main reasons why this is especially bad, especially over a 4-year (or more) term:
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Why it’s worse when the term is long:
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locked-in expectations

Voters make decisions based on what they believe the candidate will do. If those promises were misleading, then for the length of the term, people are stuck with a representative or leader who acts differently than expected. That means disappointment, frustration, and possibly harm with little ways to fix things until another election.

Delayed accountability

With short terms, people can quickly vote someone out if they feel misled. Longer terms make it harder because voters have to wait. Misleading policies or promises may cause damage well before another election happens, affecting people’s lives. When the person doesn’t follow through, there’s little remedy in between.

Cumulative harm

Because decisions made early in a term (especially in the areas of budget, legislation, judicial appointments, foreign policy, etc.) have long-term effects, a bait-and-switch can lead to policies whose consequences last for years or decades. It’s not just a temporary disappointment; the impacts can accumulate (bad debt, weakened institutions, lost opportunities, etc.).

Loss of trust

If people feel they were deceived, it erodes trust in the person, their party, and even government itself. Over time, that leads to cynicism, lower voter turnout, and less engagement in civic life. It becomes harder to motivate people to vote or participate when they believe promises mean little to the candidates.

Difficulty reversing course

Once certain policies or systems are in place (laws passed, contracts made, infrastructure built, or regulatory frameworks established), it’s hard to undo them. If you elect someone expecting policy A, but they implement policy B, then when the next election comes, even if someone new wins, reversing B may be expensive, difficult, or politically impossible.
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