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Chapter 1


The Urgent Call





Eddie sat cross-legged on the floor of his room, surrounded by unpacked boxes and half-finished models. He had just moved to a new town, and with school yet to start, his days were filled with idle moments, books, and talking to Bones, his cat. 

As he was arranging his favorite action figures on a new shelf, a familiar rainbow blur zipped into his room. Bones flew into the air with a shriek and fell off the bed. But there was nothing to be scared of. It was just Tina, the time-traveling worm, wearing her miniature backpack and looking more flustered than usual. Tina always liked to take Eddie on adventures within the pages of the books. Sometimes someone from the book would even come to visit him.

"Eddie!" Tina called out as she skidded to a halt on his bookshelf. "We need your help—it's urgent!"

Eddie's eyes lit up, a smile breaking across his face. "Tina! What's going on? Who needs us?"

"It's Mowgli," Tina replied, her voice tinged with worry. "He’s in trouble. Baloo and he have tried everything, but they really need an extra hand—your hand, Eddie."

Without hesitation, Eddie stood up. "Let’s not waste a minute then. Where are we headed?"

Tina’s tail flicked excitedly, and she motioned toward the book she had just arrived from. "Back to the Jungle Book. Mowgli and Baloo are waiting for us at their home, but it’s not safe. Shere Khan is growing bolder by the day."

Eddie nodded. "I don’t think I’ve read that book yet, but it sounds like we’ve got to help them set up defenses.”

“Sounds good to me.”

“Lead the way, Tina!"

With a wave of her tail, Tina made the pages of The Jungle Book glow with a warm, inviting light. Eddie placed his hand on the page, and in a flash of light and a rustle of leaves, they were gone. When his senses settled, Eddie found himself standing under the towering trees of the Indian jungle, the calls of distant animals echoing around him. 

Eddie looked around in confusion. “Wait, where’s Bones?”

“Mmm. Interesting,” Tina replied. “Let’s keep moving for now. He won’t be far.”

As they ventured deeper into the jungle, the thrill of adventure surged through Eddie. With each step, the worries of being the new kid in town faded away, replaced by the immediate need to help his new friends in their vibrant world, while also finding his old friend Bones.
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