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Chapter I: Why this book exists
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The advent of the digital age has made it possible for everyone to be a reporter, editor and publisher, all at the same time. Also possible is to fall into repeated error.

Consequently, the first requirement to be a reporter is internal courage. Clear knowledge is the first step to courage, which is why this book.

In every community there are public events that seldom are reported by the traditional media, be they a weekly or daily newspaper or television outlet. This means an individual can exercise his or her First Amendment rights and produce honest accounts of these happenings. Publishing is easy at places such as Substack.com or Medium.com. These outlets include various email options to reach a desired audience.

Those who tread this path at first will be ridiculed and dismissed. Persistence is the key as well as producing clear and accurate accounts.

Consider the possibilities. Each city or county has a governing body, a council or board of supervisors. Then there are the zoning or planning boards and the health agency. Many of the official actions are boring but very important to a minority. Good reporters will learn all they can about the various agencies.

In every community there is a school district run by a board and highly paid administrators. Traditional news outlets usually treat schools with kid gloves, even though most districts hide a scandal of major proportions. 

A good reporter will kiss restful evenings good-bye and spend the time monitoring the local government agencies, courts and maybe even some of the non-government agencies. The job is to make sure tax money and other public funds are used correctly and that the scabs are ripped off the festering sores of the local society and the injuries are exposed to healing daylight.

So are you up to the challenge? If so, this book is for you. Do not expect praise or special treatment. This is a public service commitment.
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Chapter II: The tools you will need
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This book promotes writing with the KISS system: Keep it simple, stupid. Lots of reporters spend hours just trying to think of a clever way to start their news story. The best way is to state simply what happened. You will not win a top journalism award with 400-word clever openings. That's not the goal. 
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