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Before you read this book you should read:

The Revelation to John, 

Chapters 1-7 for the Gentiles

Chapters 7-22 for the Jews.

The commentary presented in this book is independent of any church or denominational influence.

It is predicated by a loving God reaching out to salvage repentant humanity.

1 Corinthians 2:13 

And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who possess the Spirit.
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Preface

This book is about the last book of the Bible, ‘The Revelation to John’. The Revelation to John is an unveiling of the end of God’s Plan for Life. It shows that God goes to war against the forces that have kept humanity separated from him. This book will cover the seven churches, uncover the harlot, examine the Anti-Christ, and look into the 1000-year millennium. The title of this book, The Living End means that there is much more living after the so-called end.  The prophet Daniel spoke of the “time of the end” and very many people think he meant the end of time. Actually, Daniel was speaking of the end of the time of the Gentiles (also called the Church Age). When Jesus came to his own people despite all the prophecies about him (having been given as recently as 600 years earlier) the Jews not only rejected him as their king, but brought him to the Romans to crucify him. So God turned to the Gentiles, while the Jews went into exile for their appalling attitude and behavior. The Roman soldiers destroyed the temple and scattered its rocks. The Holy Spirit came into some Gentiles and the people of Antioch called them Christians. Their allotted time is for 2000 years (two God days - 2Peter 3:8). Before the time of the end of the Church Age God will have the New Roman Empire rebuild the Jewish temple that they had torn down, then Jesus will snatch-up (rapture) believers (take those who have the Holy Spirit) into heaven. Those left behind on Earth will have their chance to accept Jesus as their Messiah (see part 2). The actual end of time will arrive when the new heavens and new earth replace our current time/space continuum.

What follows will be an analysis and commentary on the last book of the Bible - The Revelation to John. This commentary distinguishes the tribulation period for the Gentiles and the Jews. Note that the seven churches in Chapters 1-3 of Revelation has already been presented in a separate free book entitled: Bride of Christ, but it is covered in a different way here. I have other free books Christ, ANTI-Christ, Satan, Faith for a Troubled Time, Slavery, Angel Trouble and many more.

The Church

At the beginning of the “book” called The Revelation to John, the author says that the words of this prophecy should be read aloud to others so they could be blessed, for the time is near. The event he was speaking of is the tribulation and so-called “rapture” of the believers and the end of the Church Age. 

The Church Age started in the year 30 AD when the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples on Pentecost (a day set aside to thank God for the first fruits of the harvest). The disciples were the first fruits and the time that is coming is the final harvest of believers. Those that are ripe “fruit” are all those people “in” Jesus by faith. These comprise the spiritual church. This invisible church of God’s people who are alive in Christ is manifested in seven categories. In Greek a church is an “out-called group,” called out (freed) from the world (sin’s power) to serve Christ (King). (Read KING Jesus by K.P. Walker or the New Testament for more). The seven churches identified by Jesus in Revelation 2 show the spiritual condition of the believers just before the “rapture”. They also reveal seven patterns of behavior that God’s people will manifest throughout the Church Age (a time period of 2000 years). To some scholars these seven church patterns seem to be a sequential calendar of the stages of the Church Age, but, be that as it may, they are definitely manifest all at the same time and existed concurrently throughout the Age. The seven comprise an invisible church with Jesus as its head. It is invisible to the world and even to the members of the churches. This is why in the book of Revelation Jesus has to unveil (apocalypse) its condition. He wanted his people to know he works in ways his people cannot see. In doing so, he reveals both the acceptable and unacceptable attributes of the seven churches. This means repentance should not stop when someone becomes part of the invisible church of Christ Jesus. Repentance means to change your mind or heart. 

Despite being the “body of Christ,” people in this church are not perfect since people are still with sin (although forgiven in Christ) and are subject to temptations and distractions from this corrupted world in which the seven churches operate. What’s more, this invisible church is scattered all over the world because God does not permit large numbers of his people to congregate in one place (Acts 8:4). He wants his witnesses to be personally in every country of the fallen world (despite the internet and cell phones). (Read the free SIN: Rebellion Within by K. P. Walker)

Jesus identified areas where individuals comprising these churches have fallen short of the mark. He used warnings to correct their thinking and behavior. His goal was and is to have everyone on the right path. And he gave wonderful promises to those whom, by his Spirit, overcome this world. Nonetheless, the invisible churches remain in a fallen world that is full of people controlled by sin. This puts legal, political, and social pressure from the world on the individuals who make up the invisible church. This is especially true because the visible church, the one you see everywhere with your eyes is essentially an apostate church. These “Christian” denominations and their individual congregations spread their influence worldwide (especially the ones that have to justify their own self-serving existence). Some of these visible churches have grand edifices. Many others beckon with bells from tall steeples. In various parts of the world many exist as humble shacks. Humility aside, these are not the churches unveiled in Revelation, although they may contain a few individuals from the invisible church. Spiritually fallen men and women (not alive in Christ) generally rule the visible “Christian” religion and its various denominations (Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox and others). These congregations are full of what Jesus called tares (weeds). In the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares Jesus essentially said that the local congregations are like gardens that can grow good things, but are filled with an assortment of weeds. The unrepentant (weeds) in the congregations always cause a lot of difficulty from within. They are the ones that want the “church” to resemble the world and be inclusive, ostensibly to attract more people to come to church. These churches generally degenerate to little more than a distraction with their rock music, slide-show sermons or ritual. Jesus is not necessarily present in such churches. Believe the Bible (it tells the gospel [good news] that there is life in Jesus, there is no life in the visible churches), repent and you shall become a member of the invisible church. Read Revelation 1-3 before continuing.

The Revelation to John begins with an unveiling of a glorified Jesus “the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth” (Revelation 1) walking amongst the seven lamp-stands (churches) like a shepherd tending to his flock. From “out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword” and he declared that he holds the “keys of death and Hades.” This meant Jesus was ready for battle and had the authority to lock up the evil forces that will dominate this age. The invisible church, the body of Christ, the Bride of Christ revealed here is the way it has looked over time. I’ll review a little of the history of each of the invisible churches. Two thousand years ago Jesus gave seven individual congregations (representing the entirety of the invisible church) instructions on how to get right with God, walk by His Spirit, and do His will. Will the people they represent be ready for the time of the tribulation? Which of the seven churches identifies your situation? What will you have to do to get right with Jesus?

Ephesus means over-god (over-esus). Ephesus was a church that endured difficulty for a while and in the end abandoned its first love, Jesus. At the time of John Ephesus was the fourth largest city in the Roman Empire. It was the center of worship of the Greek goddess Artemis (Diana was the Roman equivalent). This was originally the goddess of the Amazons, a tribe of warrior-women who founded the city. These warriors were gone, but their goddess remained. The church existed in the midst of a city enamored by the goddess (Acts 19:23-41). By spiritual erosion the church must have compromised its own love for Jesus by giving some deference or making mental accommodation for the goddess (Exodus 20). This means that this church was initially saved, but its works were corrupted. Jesus told them to repent (refocus on Jesus), and do the works they did at first (Revelation 2). So, what works would those be? Getting the government to provide more social support programs? Saving the planet? Giving condoms to school age children? In John 6 some people asked Jesus, “‘what shall we do, so that we may do the works of God?’ Jesus said to them, ‘This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.’” If the church does not abide in Jesus then it relies on itself doing works motivated by the ego of each individual. They must walk by the Spirit because the Holy Spirit is the only source of power for doing what is right (Galatians 5).

This pattern of enduring for a while in the face of stiff competition, then surrendering to those unrelenting forces is a recurring problem for this church, the forsaking church. Consider in the year 456 AD when the Universal (Catholic) church met at Ephesus, and surrendered to the groups clamoring for a feminine presence to have influence with the so-called Godhead (Father, Son, Holy Spirit). Artemis (Diana) must have fallen out of favor by then. They declared Mary (the mother of Jesus) as Theotokos (Mother of God), when her actual role and function had been to give Jesus humanity, rather than divinity. Despite the official justifications and rationales throughout history this essentially elevated Mary (in the visible church) to a quasi-divine status, declaring her sinless and deserving of praise and making her capable of hearing prayers. If they had kept their spiritual eyes on their first love they wouldn’t have appointed another to love. It is no different today. 

There are members of this Ephesian church that have succumbed to the pressure of the weeds, such as leftist American feminist ministers (Presbyterian (PCUSA), United Methodist, Lutheran, Anglican, and others) that have clamored for a more feminine Godhead. Some of these feminists met together in “ReImagining 1993”* and declared Sophia (Greek goddess of wisdom) ‘our maker’ for her supposed role as handmaiden (wisdom) of God who helped God make the world. They cited Proverbs 8 for self-justification (see Plan for Life by K.P. Walker for the correct interpretation). Other weeds equate Sophia with the Holy Spirit. Still others raise Sophia above Jesus. Some sympathizers of these feminists have rewritten the scriptures using feminine nouns for God. Jesus tells those in this church of Ephesus to repent. Those who have been deluded by the feminizing movement, by the arguments for Sophia or Gaia (Mother Earth) or other goddesses, who have forsaken their first love must repent, or he will remove the lamp-stand of this church from its place.

*articles.chicagotribune.com/1994-06-12/features/9406110291_sophia-feminists-presbyterian-layman

Smyrna means myrrh, which is a fragrant resin that was sometimes used in burial rites to help perfume a dead body. At the time of John, Smyrna was an important seaport and sported an Acropolis called the crown of Smyrna. It was also the home to many cults, including one this city had invented, Emperor worship. They even invented the goddess Roma. Although the city was prosperous the church at this place was poor and faced death daily. Their consolation was that Jesus was alive and in him they live. This is the persecuted church. Over the centuries it has survived in some of the most socially inhospitable places on earth despite the difficulty of worshipping openly, or of getting jobs, or even of speaking out loud. By the 1500’s English laws repressed freedom of religion, thereby chasing congregations out of England. Mainland Europe also persecuted churches at this time. In fact, many people belonging to the persecuted church fled Europe and helped colonize America. 

With the rise of Islam persecution of the Jew and Christian “infidels” increased as Muslim armies crushed the Christian Byzantine Empire. In modern times persecution increased after Israel was established [John 16:1-3]. In 2013, Believers were chased out of Iraq by the Muslims, and were forced to flee to Muslim Syria (because the American Army under Presidents Bush and Obama permitted the persecution, but American policy did not allow many Believers to immigrate to the U.S.). [Later they had to flee Syria to Kurdistan.] In China, Indonesia, Pakistan, India, and parts of Africa the church is repressed and suffers persecution, including death. Although these people can practically smell the myrrh that will anoint their dead bodies they persevere because Jesus promises a crown of life.

Pergamum means fortress or citadel. Revelation says Pergamum was the city where Satan’s throne was because it was home to many cults. The church here had a strong faith, and it was needed to defend against the overt and subtle social and theological poisons assaulting the church’s moral wall. Unfortunately a strong wall not only prohibits intrusion it also secures what’s inside, including teachings that should not be defended. This is the defensive church. Some in this church ate food sacrificed to idols and practiced religious immorality (sex as a worship practice). Others incorporated unacceptable teachings from one or more of the cults. And the church wall protected their right to do these things. Over the years this church has defended many indefensible positions. Saint Augustine argued that people could only be saved through the visible church at Rome (using priests as proxies) while attacking freewill and the option to choose life or death that God gave to everyone. This position was vigorously defended for centuries. Unrighteous positions were easily defended because for centuries the Bible was forbidden to all except the priests. Martin Luther visited Rome and saw priests who considered sex with men as theologically acceptable, since technically no one was committing adultery. He was the one that got the Bible freed from captivity by the visible church.

Today the denominations still build walls to keep impurities out and other impurities inside. And cults are still rampant. Like Arianism of 300AD, the Jehovah’s Witnesses say Jesus is a created being, in fact they say that he is wisdom in Proverbs 8 (see Plan for Life). Then there’s the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints (LDS), which believes that all its males can become gods equal to or greater than Jesus or God the Father. This is the error of Eve when she believed the serpent who said she “would be like God. (Genesis 3)” It is also the arrogance of Satan himself (Isaiah 14) who said in his heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God ... I will make myself like the Most High.” There are also the cults of envy and racism in the preaching of Liberation Theology. The Universalist cult is equating all religions as equal to life in Jesus. And of course, there’s the health and wealth heresy. Islam is a cult that has based itself loosely on the Bible; the Koran being partly a corrupted rewriting of the Bible and it is purported to supersede it in a manner akin to the LDS Book of Mormon. Islam is the product of a cult of the Moon God (note the crescent moon symbol). Because of this cult it is getting more difficult to obey the command to abstain from eating meat sacrificed to or dedicated to an idol. In Britain some schoolchildren are not offered anything but Shari’a (Islamic) law approved (Halal) meat. This is where the head of the animal or bird is pointed toward Mecca and a Muslim hand-slaughters it (by letting it’s blood flow) after dedicating it to Allah (an idol). In America a major turkey supplier (Butterball) killed all its turkeys in Halal ritual (2011), but it did not announce this, so millions of Christians ate Halal Thanksgiving turkeys that year (see 1 Corinthians 10:28). Hindus have over 400,000 gods. It is a land of cults and very dangerous for Christians.

Jesus promises that if this church refrains from eating food dedicated to false gods (believing religious propaganda) he will give them manna, heavenly food (truth and hope). If they do not repent of their ways he will bring the sharp double-edged sword of his mouth and make war on them. 

Thyatira is derived from the word daughter. In the time of John this city had a lot of guilds (unions) that imposed themselves on everyone forcing people to conform to guild ways or be excluded from doing business with them. This made it very difficult for the believers especially when the guilds were dedicated to some Roman or Greek god. This church is strong in love, faith, service and patient endurance, but it is tolerant of one of its own daughters. Jezebel, an artful deceiver and self-declared prophetess who drew some believers away into serving idols probably by advocating something like love feasts that involved immorality and where food to idols was consumed.

Today, the error of this church is demonstrated by those who have compromised their moral integrity in order to either be a part of the inclusive society, exemplified by the World Council of Churches, or to seek socio-political liberation. The WCC has an agenda to speak as one unified (liberal) voice for all the denominations. They tolerate the prophetess of inclusiveness. Some denominations participate in the inter-faith movement. This is a subtle move to create a one-world church with no distinction between world and church, and also includes Muslim and Hindu voices. This requires Believers to compromise their interpretation of truth to facilitate this dialogue. The poison of Jezebel makes this the compromised church. It is one thing to welcome everyone into a congregation, but it is another to equate Christ with the multitudinous gods of the Hindus, the moon god of the Muslims, or Gaia (earth goddess) of the Unitarians. Through this capitulation to other religions the inclusive church learns the deep things of Satan but doesn’t necessarily recognize them as such. And then there is the Liberation Theology permeating Latin America. It is a religion focussed on a utopian world and is based on jealousy (it was created by the Russian KGB). It is tough for believers to remain unsullied in this atmosphere, but Jesus promises that if they hold fast he will give them power over the nations (peoples and religions). 
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