
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



Echoes of Embers: The Citadel’s Fall






[image: ]

[image: ]



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      ECHOES OF EMBERS: THE CITADEL’S FALL (A KAEL & ELARA STORY, PART SEVEN)

    

    
      First edition. January 10, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 ahmad fdali.

    

    
    
      Written by ahmad fdali.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  

The heavy steel doors of the foundry slammed shut behind them, severing the warmth of the resistance hideout from the biting cold of the wasteland. Elara adjusted the strap of her pack, her breath forming ghosts in the frigid air as she surveyed the sprawling darkness between them and the city. Kael checked the cuffs of his blazer, his posture rigid and formal despite the rugged terrain, staring toward the horizon where the Citadel's searchlights swept the sky like predatory eyes. They began their descent down the rocky slope, leaving safety behind.
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