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    To Mrs. Koopedi, my History teacher—

Who taught me that words matter.

That articulation is power.

That a student becomes a speaker through discipline and practice.

To Mrs. Khosimang, my English teacher—

Whose crisis became my opportunity to find my voice.

To Mamelodi High School, Class of 2011—

We made it through together.

This book is our story.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "You don't say 'student.' You say 'tyro.' You don't speak like everybody else. You speak like a history student."

—Mrs. Koopedi, History Teacher
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To my mother, Lucky Louisa Mokone—

You called me a rebel without a cause.

You were right—then.

But you also saw what I would become.

You saw the cause forming.

You saw the heart taking shape.

You saw the man I would eventually be.

Thank you for loving your rebel.

Thank you for never trying to tame me.

Thank you for giving my fire direction.

I have your heart. Always.
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To my father, Hamilton Lekgetha—

Though you were not always there,

Your mind flows through my veins.

The way I think, question, analyze—

That's you.

The critical eye, the independent thought—

That's your gift to me.

I have your mind. Always.
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To Mrs. Koopedi, my History teacher—

Who taught me that words matter.

That articulation is power.

That a student becomes a speaker

Through discipline and practice.

To Mrs. Khosimang, my English teacher—

Whose crisis became my opportunity

To find my voice.

To Mamelodi High School, Class of 2011—

We made it through together.

This book is our story.
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"The wisdom you have must not go against you. Use it to your benefit."

— Lucky Louisa Mokone
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"A rebel without a cause is just noise. But a rebel with a cause changes the world."

— Unknown
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"You don't say 'student.' You say 'tyro.' You don't speak like everybody else. You speak like a history student."

— Mrs. Koopedi, my History teacher
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"Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it."

— Proverbs 22:6
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"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me."

— Galatians 2:20

—-
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There is a moment in every rebel's life when they realize they are not like everyone else. It may come early—a question that others don't ask, a truth that others don't see, a fire that others don't feel. It may come later—a confrontation, a revelation, a breaking point.
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