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WHAT ARE GRADED READERS?

Graded readers are books in easy English. They are written for learners of English and they have vocabulary and grammar at your level. 

Each book has some new, more difficult words. There are definitions for these words at the back of the book.

 

WHY READ GRADED READERS?


		Studies show that learners who read in English improve in all areas much more quickly than learners who don’t read.

		With graded readers, you don’t need a dictionary so reading is more relaxing.

		The stories are all in modern English.

		You can learn vocabulary and grammar in context (this is the best way, according to teachers).

		Reading a book in English will improve your comprehension, your fluency and your confidence.

		The stories are exciting and reading them is fun!
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Have you read Books 1 and 2? 





Imago is Book 3 in the Kate Redman Mystery series. Book 1 is called Hushabye and Book 2 is called Requiem. You should read those first. 

 

New words

When you see an underlined word, click on it. This will take you to a definition of the word at the back of the book.

 

People in the story

Police detectives

Kate Redman

Mark Olbeck 

Anderton 

Ravinder Cheetam (Rav)

Jerry Hindley

Theo Marsh

Jane

 

Some of the other people in the story

Jeff – Mark’s boyfriend

Mandy Renkin

Claudia Smith

Father Michael Brannigan

Margaret Paling




J’s diary – Part 1

The first woman’s death was an accident.

Why have I started writing this diary? I don’t know. I think I want to write down everything that has happened. 

Before, I never felt that I was a full and complete person, but now I do. And I want to write about that. Nobody will read my diary, I don’t think, but I will read it. And in my diary, I will tell the truth – my truth. 

So if I am going to tell the truth in this diary, I must correct my first sentence: the first death wasn’t an accident. But I didn’t plan the murder. I didn’t spend hours thinking about it before, like with the other murders. So maybe you can say it was an accident, but I don’t think the police would agree.

The police won’t catch me. I am getting good at killing. I could continue killing, year after year, and I could get better each time. There are lots of women in the world who I can kill. They don’t know that I am watching and waiting, waiting for the next time … the next death. They don’t know because I am in disguise. They are not afraid of me and that makes this more fun. ‘Fun’ is a surprising word to use but killing is fun for me. 

I know I will kill again soon. I even know who I will kill. She doesn’t know, of course. All the time, I watch and wait, and she doesn’t know. How could she know? I’m in disguise as myself, and that is the best disguise in the world.








Chapter 1

Kate ran.

She breathed fast and hard. Her legs hurt. She was sweating. Her body wanted her to stop running but she couldn’t – she was afraid. A man was following her. At the top of the hill, she had to stop. The man arrived next to her.

“Come on, Kate. You can’t stop yet.”

“I can’t – run – anymore,” gasped Kate. 

“Yes, you can.”

“No, – I can’t.”

Finally, the man agreed. “Okay. Let’s stop for two minutes.”

Kate sat down and put her hot, sweaty head between her knees. 

“I – can’t – do – this,” she said, gasping. 

Detective Sergeant Mark Olbeck sat down next to her. “It’s only a half-marathon,” he said. “It’s not difficult.”

Kate sat up. She felt a bit better now but she was still breathing hard. “I can’t – run the marathon – with you.”

“You’ll get better,” Mark said. “That’s why we are practising. And don’t forget, the marathon is for charity. If you don’t run with me, we won’t have enough people in our team and we won’t be able to run. Then the charity will lose money.”

The Abbeyford Charity Half-Marathon happened every year and there were different teams of runners. In the team from the police station, there was usually Mark Olbeck, Theo Marsh and Ravinder Cheetam. But Theo broke his foot when he was playing football so he couldn’t do the marathon this year. 

“Jerry can do it. Or Jane,” Kate said.

“Jane’s got two small children and no husband. You know she can’t do it. And Jerry is too old – he can’t do it either.”

Kate sat back and closed her eyes. She knew all this already but she really didn’t want to do the marathon.

“Come on! Let’s go!” said Mark.

Kate took a deep breath, stood up and started running again through the streets of Abbeyford.

______

As they were running, Mark’s phone rang. He answered it. 

“Hello, sir,” he said. It was their boss, Anderton. Kate waited. Something really bad has happened, she thought. When there was a new crime, Kate always felt the same – worried but also a little excited.

Mark said goodbye and ended the call. “That was Anderton.”  

“Yes, I know,” Kate said. “What’s wrong?”

“There is a dead woman, by the canal. Anderton wants us to go there.” He smiled. “And we’re not very far so we’re going to run there. It’s extra practice for the marathon. Come on!”
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