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DEAR FRIEND:

––––––––
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SINCE ACCEPTING JESUS Christ as my Lord and Savior in February 1979, God has graciously placed in my life remarkable women of prayer. I remember my very first prayer mentor. Her name was Kathryn, but my sons used to call her, “The Lifesaver Lady,” as she often gave them – you guessed it – a roll of Lifesavers. As an 81-year-old widow with seven grown children, 19 grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren, Kathryn took me – new believer and single mom with two small boys – under her wing and taught me how to pray. Sunday after Sunday, sitting in a small supply closet at church with open Bible’s on our laps, we prayed. Kathryn taught me the priority of prayer, how to use the Bible as the basis for prayer, and to revere and fear the great God to whom we prayed. 

––––––––
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YEARS LATER, GOD INTRODUCED me to another “seasoned saint” to further my training. Her name was Karyn. She and her husband were from Germany andf had lived through the horrors of WWII. Every Sunday, she and I met for prayer in a classroom next to the auditorium where church services were held. Her favorite verses were 2 Corinthians 10:3-4, “For though we walk in the flesh [as mortal men], we are not carrying on our [spiritual] warfare according to the flesh and using the weapons of man. The weapons of our warfare are not physical [weapons of flesh and blood]. Our weapons are divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.” With the power of the scriptures on her lips, Karyn taught me how to do spiritual battle on my knees.

––––––––
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NOW, AS A SEASONED saint, I look back through the pages of my life and thank God for all the answered prayers. Over the years, I’ve had the privilege of completing my Bachelor’s Degree in Biblical Ministries with Horizon University in San Diego, as well as receiving certificates in Christian Counseling and Crisis Intervention. I’ve had the opportunity to serve as Assistant Chaplain for the San Diego Family Justice, serving the needs of victims of domestic violence. But these accomplishments pale in comparison to the awe and wonder of watching God answer prayer as I’ve prayed the inspired Word of God back to the Author.

––––––––
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SPACE WOULD FAIL IF I listed all the times I’ve prayed through James 1:5. “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him". Never once has God failed to answer my prayers for wisdom. Sometimes answers were received immediately; sometimes much later but always received exactly when needed. 

––––––––
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AS A SINGLE MOM, I often struggled financially to make ends meet. I will never forget the first time I read through Matthew 6:31-33 which reads, “Therefore do not worry or be anxious (perpetually uneasy, distracted), saying, ‘What are we going to eat?’ or ‘What are we going to drink?’ or ‘What are we going to wear?’ For the [pagan] Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; [but do not worry,] for your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But first and most importantly seek (aim at, strive after) His kingdom and His righteousness [His way of doing and being right—the attitude and character of God], and all these things will be given to you also.”

––––––––
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I WAS GENUINELY SURPRISED to learn that God cared so much about such things as my food and clothing. I immediately began praying through these verses. “Father, I confess I’m filled with anxiety about how I’ll ever be able to provide for my boys. You know I don’t have enough money to pay my bills this month. You know I can’t afford to buy my sons new winter coats. Lord, I love You and don’t want to be like the Gentiles who don’t know You. I believe You know what I need before I ever tell You but help me to trust You more. Help me to first and foremost seek Your kingdom and Your righteousness in everything I do, and to trust You to take care of all these needs, according to Your Word, in Jesus’ name, Amen.” 

––––––––
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FRIEND, I KID YOU NOT. Having told only Jesus the need, bags of food mysteriously showed up on my doorstep the day they were most needed. I received anonymous envelopes of cash in the mail containing the exact amount of a bill, postmarked days before I ever received the bill. Random envelopes of cash would somehow end up in my purse. One mom asked if the boys could come over to play with her son. When my son’s came home that evening, both boys were dressed head-to-toe in new shirts, pants, shoes and new winter coats. One Christmas, I opened the front door of our small duplex apartment to find not one, but two Christmas trees just waiting to be loved. Another time, as I was emptying my suitcase after a family visit, I found an envelope containing the exact amount of cash (to the penny) needed to pay a specific bill...talk about finding a gold coin in the mouth of a fish. I could go on and on. 

––––––––
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YEARS LATER, PRAYING through verses like Psalms 147:3 was the need of the hour. “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.” During seasons of desperation and emotional pain, using verses like Psalms 147:3, my prayers to God were something like, “Lord, the enemy has shredded the heart of my grandchildren like a block of Swiss cheese. Their hearts are so broken they don’t know how or where to stand or go. Merciful Heavenly Father, remember Your promise to heal the broken hearted and heal my grandchildren. Bind up their wounds and repair what the enemy has destroyed. Wrap Your everlasting arms of love around them and make them whole again. In Jesus name, Amen.” And time-after-time, I’ve witnessed the Lord move in unexpected, remarkable ways in answer to the humble prayers of this grandmother, on behalf of her grandchildren, according to the Word of God.

––––––––
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ALL THIS TO SAY, HAVING experienced the power of prayer, specifically, the power of praying the scriptures, it is easy to understand how and why my desire to help other Christians pray the scriptures has become such a passion. 

––––––––
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“PRAYING THE LORD’S Prayer for the Grandchildren: Praying Through Matthew 6:5-13”, book one in the “Praying Through the Word” series, was created to fulfill this very passion, but with the added focus on helping Christian grandparents use the Word of God – word-by-word, phrase-by-phrase, verse-by-verse – as the basis for intercessory prayer on behalf of their grandchildren. With this goal in mind, as you turn the pages of this prayer book, we’ll view Matthew 6:5-13 through the three distinct lenses of the Inductive Bible Study Method: Observation, Interpretation, and Application​[i]. 

First, when looking through the Observation lens, we’ll ask the question, “What does this verse say?” For example, Matthew 6:5b says, “Do not be like the hypocrites.” An Observation prayer could be something as simple as, “Heavenly Father, I bring my grandchildren before You now and pray they never become like the hypocrites Jesus is describing in this verse.”

––––––––
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SECOND, WE’LL EXAMINE the same verse through the Interpretation lens and ask the question, “What is the general meaning of this verse in context?” An Interpretation prayer could be something like, “God, may my grandchildren understand a person’s actions might be right but their attitude – the hidden person of the heart – may be far from You. May they understand this was the very danger Jesus was warning His disciples against.” 

––––––––
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FINALLY, LOOKING THROUGH the lens of Application, we’ll ask the question, “How can my grandchildren apply this verse to their lives?” Again, using the same verse as the basis for our prayer, an Application prayer could be something like, “Father, I ask you to guard my grandchildren’s heart against the sin of pretense. Don’t let them become a person whose public prayers are nothing more than a grandiose stage performance, seeking to merely teach or impress an audience of men, rather than be heard on high by the Holy God to whom they are addressing.” It’s important to note that Application prayers can and will take on many forms, as the Holy Spirit has the freedom to use the manifold wisdom of God’s Word to speak to individual hearts and situations in a multitude of ways. 

––––––––
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AS THE EXAMPLES LISTED above indicated, the prayers in this book are conversational and written from a first-person point of view. Although they are designed to be prayed out loud, grandparents are free to adopt these prayers to fit their unique challenges and circumstances, as the Lord would lead. In addition, prayers are comprehensive enough to challenge and encourage older saints, yet simple enough for a child to comprehend should grandparents want to share these prayers with their grandchildren. And while they are not designed to provide a traditional devotional or in-depth bible study of each selection, these prayers do contain time-honored, biblically sound insights into the character, heart, mind and purposes of God.

––––––––
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DEAR FRIEND, AS WE pray the scriptures on behalf of our grandchildren, we have the confident assurance that God’s Word will not return void. We know the Spirit of God will use the Word of God to change hearts and accomplish the purpose for which it was given – for according to Isaiah 55:11, “So will My word be which goes out of My mouth; It will not return to Me void (useless, without result), without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.”

––––––––
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IT IS MY EARNEST HOPE and prayer that you will join me on this journey of praying through the scriptures. As a grandparent, I can’t think of a more worthwhile endeavor to be committed to in the short time I have left in this world, nor a more valuable, life-changing gift to bequeath to my grandchildren. No matter how difficult life becomes or how dark the days may get, through prayer we can transform the hearts and lives of our grandchildren for the Kingdom of God. And if in the process a single life is changed, I will have done my job before the Lord and accomplished His will for this book. 

––––––––
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MAY GOD THE FATHER and the Lord Jesus Christ His Son honor us as we intercede on behalf of our grandchildren. May God answer all our prayers and petitions in His perfect time, in His perfect will, and for His glory. In the mighty name of Christ our Lord, Amen.

A MATTER OF CONTEXT

––––––––
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WHO:

The Apostle Matthew, a former tax-collector and first-century disciple of Jesus Christ – Son of God; Second Person of the Holy Trinity; God in human flesh; born in Bethlehem in Israel; walked this earth from approximately 4 B.C. to 33 A.D. – was an eyewitness of the ministry of Jesus and was the writer of the Gospel of Matthew, recording the words of Christ as delivered in a sermon in Northern Galilee in Israel. 
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