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Introduction

 


In this final installment of our three book
series, we will explore a final twelve areas of the church's
healing. If you have read and begun practice on the first two
books, areas 1-24, then you should start seeing some results in
your own life, if not in the ministries around you. You should also
have noticed that the process of healing is actually a return to
the truth of God's word.

There's no magic here. No new thing to be
revealed. As hurting people we erect walls and build fortresses to
hide our wounds and protect ourselves from further injury. God's
truth helps us to tear down those walls and move back into His
protection and begin anew to walk in His ways.

I trust that as we all walk in God's truth,
we will begin to see the church change. The church is made up of
the people that attend it. The congregation is the church, led by a
called and anointed pastor. Together they can reach the community
with the gospel message, if they are healed and walking in God's
truth.

Bless you for your efforts to move into the
full truth of God's word. Changing the core of what has become
ourselves is never easy or comfortable. I hope you found the
process thus far eye opening and spiritually enlightening. May God
continue His work in your life and all the lives of the saints
around the world.

Enjoy this new list of areas where the
church can rebuild its life in the Lord. Your reward will be great
and God's glory will be total. Keep the faith and let the flame of
God's love burn bright within you. Carry His word to the world.

 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 Healing the
Wounded Church - Outline

 


Rule #1 – The enemy of our souls seeks to
wound and destroy God's creation.

(1 Peter 5:8) ...your adversary the devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about...

Rule #2 – Every human being walking this
earth is carrying evidence of the wounds the enemy inflicts.

(Romans 3:23) ...all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God;

Rule #3 – These wounds, inflicted in a
spiritual battle, cannot be healed by physical means.

(Ephesians 6:12) ...we wrestle not against
flesh and blood...

Rule #4 – The church needs the spiritual
healing of Jesus in order to help their community.

(Luke 9:11) ...spake unto them of the
kingdom of God, and healed them that had need...

Rule #5 – A wounded church is not the Bride
of Christ it thinks it is.

(Ephesians 5:27) ...not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing...

 


1 The Comforter

Every believer needs a relationship with the
Holy Spirit that allows them to reach the very throne of God on a
regular basis. There is no healing outside of the throne of
God.

 


2 Jesus is the Main Focus

Without understanding the role Jesus plays in
our healing, we miss the very impact He seeks to have on our
lives.

 


3 Speak to Your Mountain

Until a believer can speak to the mountains
in their lives, there is little hope for proper growth.

 


4 Seasons

Understanding that life develops and
progresses in seasons guides us to realize where we are and where
we need Jesus' healing hand applied.

 


5 Trauma Mountains

Recognizing trauma and its effect on our
lives gives us hope of healing and a focus on real issues and not
the fake obstacles the enemy tries to distract us with.

 


6 Overcoming Negative Seasons

Without the overcoming, healing power of
Jesus in our lives those seasons where we received our wounds
threaten to lock us away from natural growth opportunities.

 


7 Mountains, Walls and Strongholds

Recognizing the mountains, walls and the
strongholds we build allows us to focus on what is obstructing our
personal growth and seek the healing only Jesus can provide.

 


8 Truth versus Fact

Lots of people bring the facts of the world
and our wounds into the church. The truth of God brings healing but
facts only point out our wounds, doing nothing to aid the healing
process.

 


9 Growth is All About Seeking New Levels

Wounds are designed to make us stay in a
season and hide. Wounds cause us to stop. When we seek healing, it
helps us move back to proper growth processes.

 


10 God Hates When Orphans are Created

God hates things that don't get finished.
Every Christian ministry touches someone who comes under that
ministry's care. To abandon a ministry often inflicts more wounds
on the already wounded.

 


11 Recognize Who God Is

Yes, God is love, but He is also righteous
and holy. He never changes. We can only seek our healing if we seek
to also know God.

 


12 Turn All Evil Away

We musty get back to the unadulterated
worship of our God and living holy lives before Him. Holiness is a
major part of healing our woundedness.

 


13 Live Where You Are

God is great enough that He can reach us
wherever we are. We do not need special conditions to receive our
healing. God ministers to us wherever He finds us, however He finds
us.

 


14 Know Who You Are

Too many people today live defeated, wounded
lives. Learning who God made us to be and realizing His power
working in us will speed our healing process and grow our
relationship with God.

 


15 Know Whose You Are

Our woundedness causes us to disconnect from
God. We need to heal. A disconnected church has no real power with
God and is of no real help to their community.

 


16 Wholeness

Anything that keeps us away from God is sin.
Our woundedness causes us to hide from others and God and create a
disconnection whether we mean to or not. Wholeness is part of
healing.

 


17 Tithe Unto the Lord

Our woundedness keeps us from buying into all
that God has for us. Part of the healing process is recognizing
that God is our protector and supply in all things.

 


18 Minister of God

Wounded people have been hurt. We can only
give out what we have inside. Hurt people hurt people. Real
ministers seek total healing so they can guide others to their own
healing.

 


19 False Doctrines

Many false doctrines creep into the church on
the backs of hurting, wounded folks who are just trying to stay
comfortable in today's crazy world. Healing requires cleaning out
the church.

 


20 Pray with Power

There is no power in the prayer of the
wounded. They are divided in their minds, therefore unstable.
Seeking our healing with Jesus causes our prayer life to grow
immensely.

 


21 Understand All People

Wounded people don't want to appear wounded
most of the time. Even the strongest among us carries some wounds.
We must learn and teach proper healing with Jesus for everyone.

 


22 Always Fulfill Your Purpose

Woundedness keeps us from reaching our
purpose with God. Seeking our healing puts us back on the road to
being God's Bride, called for His purpose.

 


23 Spiritual Warfare

The battle is purely spiritual even while we
navigate our physical lives. Seeking out God's healing helps us
balance the physical and spiritual obstacles in our lives.

 


24 Meaning What We Say

Wounded people use words to hide behind,
never fully meaning what they say. Healed people say exactly what
they mean with power and authority.

 


25 The Blood

Wounded
people hide from the blood,
believing themselves to be unworthy of such a magnificent God.
Healed people hide under the blood,
knowing Jesus is the way.

 


26 Anointing Oil

Wounded people do not trust in much but
themselves. Healed people trust in the Lord and His Holy Spirit and
live lives that drip with the anointing of God's presence.

 


27 Fasting

Wounded people are at the mercy of their
appetites. Healed people submit their fleshly being to the
authority of their spirit man and to God's Holy Spirit.

 


28 Foot Washing

Wounded people have difficulty with
humbleness. They are afraid to seem weak. Healing allows us to show
our weaknesses to each other and to God.

 


29 Laying on of Hands

Wounded people have no power to help others
in their path for healing because we are busy hiding our own
wounds. Healing allows God to work in us and through us to touch
others with His power.

 


30 Cast Out Devils

Wounded people have no idea how they commune
with the devils that have wounded them. Only through a relationship
with Jesus do we recognize our demons and push them away.

 


31 Communion

Wounded people don't commune. Communion
connotes sharing and gathering. Wounded people don't share, they
hide. True healing is required for true communion.

 


32 Two Kinds of People

There are people separated from God, headed
for hell, and followers of Christ headed for heaven. Our
woundedness is designed to keep us in the category of separated
from God. We need Christ's healing.

 


33 Unholy Things

Wounded people collect unholy things to
comfort themselves and make them feel more powerful than their
wounds allow. The healing process rids our lives of the unholy
things.

 


34 The Four Tenets of Love

Woundedness affects our Faith, Unity, Purpose
and Fruit. Wounded people have trouble feeling loved and giving
love. Through Christ's healing the balance can be restored and love
can be fully embraced.

 


35 Time, Treasure and Talent

Wounded people are guarded people. They do
not give up their Time, Treasure or Talent easily or fully to God.
As we heal, we give more of ourselves to God and to the ministry of
His people.

 


36 The Big Question

We call ourselves Christians, but are we
really followers of Christ? Is our woundedness keeping us from
truly following Christ? How much more would we be doing if we were
whole and healed?

 


 


 


 


 25 The Blood

 


How much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God,
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
(Hebrews 9:14)

Without the blood sacrifice of Jesus on the
cross, mankind's lot in life would be poor indeed. Jesus was the
spotless lamb, slain from the foundation of the earth. (Revelation
13:8) His death tore the veil of the temple, giving mankind access
to the great and terrible God of the Hebrews once and for all time.
(Mark 15:38) Our Christianity is based upon this act of our Lord to
sacrifice Himself for our sins and provide for us a reunion with
God that the blood of bulls and goats could never equal. (Hebrews
10:4)

To say that the blood of Christ is important
is to make an understatement. There is nothing more important in
the entire universe, to the human species, than the blood of
Christ. It can never be stated enough or overstated in any way.

Without the blood, we are a lost people, steeped in our own
sins and sin nature and headed for the grave in a miserable
condition, destined for death and eternal torment in the flames of
hell. And shall cast them into a furnace
of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. (Mark
13:42) Mankind is a poor species indeed,
if God does not intervene in our affairs and send His Son to Earth
to be born as a baby, live among His people and then sacrifice His
life, spilling His blood as payment, once and for all, for our
sins. The blood of Christ is very important in the life of every
Christian.

Yet, many churches shy away from teaching
the importance of the blood other than maybe a quick reference to
it occasionally. Why? People's sensitivities. We have become a
people so interested in political correctness and personal comfort
that we have forgotten, God's truth overrides all other factors in
our life.

This reticence, squeamishness and
embarrassment to speak of the blood in our churches could point to
a large part of our woundedness. If I give you a hundred dollars to
pay off a bill you owe, you will definitely be appreciative of the
act. If I give you twenty thousand dollars to get out of debt, you
will shout my praises from the roof tops. How much more should we
praise our Lord, publicly and privately, for saving our lives by
paying the sin debt we all owe?

Think about it. If I help you pay a bill and
you ignore my effort, will I be inclined to help you further?
Should I be so inclined? If I help you get out of debt and you run
off, living your own life, never mentioning it again and pushing me
away for my efforts to involve myself in your life, (a life I've
invested in) will I be expected to keep helping you? How can we
believe Jesus is still involved in our lives if we have ignored His
single greatest act on our part? (or treated it with shame)

But thou art holy, O thou
that inhabitest the praises of Israel. (Psalm 22:3)
He inhabits the praises of His people. If we
don't praise Him, what is there for Him to inhabit. How can Jesus
enter into a heart that is not praising His greatest work? And what
greater praise can we give Him than to thank Him for our salvation
and the sacrifice He made on our part?

But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace
was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5)

We've been talking about healing the church
and this scripture specifically relates healing to the stripes or
lashes with the whip that Jesus endured during His beating, before
being hung on the cross and dying for our sins. Those lashes drew
blood. Jesus' blood. By His blood we are healed. Not were healed or
will be healed but ARE healed. The blood has the unique ability to
heal us even today. We ignore His blood at our own peril.

Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice with
leavened bread; (Exodus 23:18) The blood is holy. It is never to be mixed
with the opinions or traditions of men or any other man made
contrivance or justification. The blood is a wholly separate and
individual element all its own. It needs no help or any other thing
to be powerful or useful. The blood is enough all by itself. And,
though they were talking about the blood of bulls and goats in this
passage, when we apply it to the blood sacrifice of Jesus on the
cross, we can see the innate power of the blood and its unique
position in the life of the Christian community. God never wants us
to do anything to weaken the power of the blood. It stands
alone.

How does this correlate with current church
practices? Do we preach the blood and its inherent power? Or do we
water it down to make it palatable for the masses? These are
telling questions in the life of the church and its congregation.
Are our church people capable of taking the meat of the word or are
they still in need of the milk? (1 Corinthians 3:2)

Let's look at how the people of God handled
the blood. Let's observe what it meant to them when Moses first
brought the idea to God's people. We need only compare our
attitudes today with the attitude of those in Moses' day to see how
we have weakened our own response to our Lord's sacrifice.

And he sent young men of the children of Israel, which
offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen
unto the LORD. 6 And Moses took half of
the blood, and put it in basons; and half of the blood he sprinkled
on the altar. 7 And he took the book of the covenant, and read in
the audience of the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath
said will we do, and be obedient. 8 And Moses took the blood, and
sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the
covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these
words.(Exodus 24:5-8)

The blood is always from a sacrifice. Blood
is never to be spilled without sacrifice. (That is murder.) Look at
what Moses does with the blood. Half goes into basins for later
use. Half is sprinkled on the altar, signifying it is given to God.
Note, it is given to God first, before being sprinkled on the
people, later. This is significant in the Christian life. It must
be given to God before it becomes holy unto its purpose. That goes
for any sacrifice we ever make. Giving it to God signifies
releasing it from ourselves, which allows God to sanctify it to His
own use, thus separating it from whatever mundane or unholy origin
it came.

Jesus was murdered on the cross by a
jealous, scared and angry mob pushing the local authorities who
were, in response to an orchestrated public outcry, unfeeling and
insensitive to the rights of the victim. There is nothing holy
about the death of Christ until He approaches the Mercy Seat behind
the torn veil and sprinkles His own blood upon it. The Mercy Seat
is the place where the presence of His Father in heaven is found
among the Jewish people. It is the place where all the sin
sacrifice must be made by law, law that God Himself handed down
through Moses.

Jesus, knowing He was that sacrifice, once
and for all, for all people, and the high priest after the order of
Melchizedek, (Hebrews 5:6) walked into that Holy of Holies and
performed the ritual to satisfy the law forever. His blood was that
of a murder victim until Jesus sanctified it unto the Father in His
holy act of sprinkling it on the Mercy Seat as the high priest of
the people of God.

This innocent blood was the beginning of
Jesus' eternal sacrifice. But it was not holy until it was given to
His Father. The blood of bulls and goats was innocent blood but
useless as even a yearly sacrifice for the people until it was
given to the Father. Blood is a requirement of the sin sacrifice.
Innocent blood shed for the guilty. But it is only holy, even
though it came from the Son of God, when it is given to the Father,
sprinkled on the Mercy Seat. (Hebrews 9:14) But, how much more holy
is the blood of the Son of God and more capable of covering our
sins and purging our conscience of our guilt? Moses handled the
blood of bulls and goats before the Father, per the commandment of
the Lord, but Jesus brought the greatest sacrifice, His own
blood.

We know that the half reserved for later use
is sprinkled on the people but observe what has to happen before
the sprinkling on the people. Moses reads the word of God's
covenant to the people and they agree to abide by the words of the
covenant. Then, and only then, Moses sprinkles the newly
consecrated blood of the covenant, that which was brought before
God the Father, on the people.

This particular handling of the blood is
significant in how the church views the blood today. God has not
changed. He is the same yesterday, today and forever. (Hebrews
13:8) Though we no longer need to sacrifice bulls and goats for
their blood (Jesus' blood is forever) we still must handle the
blood the same way.

In Jesus' case, He is the high priest over
the Christian following. (Hebrews 6:20) It is the high priest,
Jesus, just like Aaron and Moses held the position in earlier days,
who sprinkles the blood upon the altar. Only the high priest was
allowed to handle the blood because only the high priest was
allowed to come before God and offer up the blood for
sanctification. (Proverbs 21:27) The wicked cannot bring the unholy
before a holy God. That's why the priests of Moses' day had to go
through such a complicated cleansing ritual. Unholiness cannot
stand before holiness and live.

In Moses' day, the altars were in the Outer
Court, (The Brazen Altar) the Holy Place (The Golden Altar) and in
the Holy of Holies, behind the veil, upon the Ark of the Covenant.
(The Mercy Seat) Still, only the high priest offered up the blood
to God and sprinkled it upon the people and then only after ritual
cleansing.

But this passage (Exodus 24:5-8) is written
before the temple was constructed, before Moses received the
Commandment tablets and the directions to build the temple. This
was a type and shadow of the single sacrifice of Christ in the
future. One altar for all the people before their God. One
sacrifice to do it all for the people, drawing them into
relationship with God.

Today, Jesus is our high priest. He offered
up His own blood, once and for all, upon the Mercy Seat, tearing
the veil, signifying our permission to stand before the God of
heaven. When we ask forgiveness and agree to live according to His
word, (like the Israelites did when Moses read the commandments of
God,) following Him as our Lord and Savior, Jesus sprinkles His
blood upon us. Then, God the Father looks upon us, (can look upon
us) covered in the blood of His Son, and sees the righteousness of
Jesus, not our sin.

The sacrificial process, somewhat simplified
today, (thanks to Jesus) is still, essentially, the same as always,
though, now, it is a spiritual sacrifice we partake of. (That one
time, physical sacrifice of Jesus) Without the blood, there is no
remission of sin. (Hebrews 9:22, Matthew 26:28) And the application
of the blood upon us is still predicated on the fact we agree to be
obedient to God's word. (See how important it is to get the church
back to following the truth of God and to put away our erroneous
traditions and personal acceptances.)

The question must be asked in Christian
circles. Can we accept upon our person the blood of Jesus if we are
not following His truths? Further, as the church, what are we
offering new converts if we are not offering the truth of God when
we accept their affirmation to follow Christ and accept His offer
of salvation? Are we actually offering people salvation if we are
not providing God's truth for them to agree to follow? Are they
actually covered by the sanctified blood of Christ if we have
offered them a watered down version of God's truth to follow? Can
we see how the truth of God and the blood of Jesus go together? Do
we understand the danger of watering either of them down?

For the life of the flesh is in the blood:
and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for
your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the
soul. (Levitcus 17:11)

God is very specific concerning our
treatment of the blood of all animals. Do not touch it. Do not
become defiled with it. Do not eat it. How much more special can
God hold the blood of His own Son? Do not touch it. Do not ignore
it. Consider it well. Cherish it because it is for our own
souls.

In Ezekiel 33, there is a very telling
passage of scripture. The author is chastising the people of God
for their behavior toward their God. Part of the chastisement is a
wrong treatment of the blood in their daily walk. The church needs
to learn the importance of the blood and how to walk daily with
it.

Son of man, they that inhabit those wastes of the land of
Israel speak, saying, Abraham was one, and he inherited the land:
but we are many; the land is given us for inheritance.
25 Wherefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord
GOD; Ye eat with the blood, and lift up your eyes toward your
idols, and shed blood: and shall ye possess the land? 26 Ye stand
upon your sword, ye work abomination, and ye defile every one his
neighbour's wife: and shall ye possess the land? (Ezekiel
33:24-26)

Does not this sound very much like the
church of today. We claim to be in control through our relationship
with God, as children of God. We cry out continually for God to
give us the land that we may exercise God's control over the
population. We devour the blood. (use it unwisely and incorrectly)
We lift up our eyes to the idols of this world, distracted by so
many things that one could never list them all here. We shed blood,
meaning we kill the innocent, those not following along as we do
and doing what we require of them, consigning them to hell's flames
because of our misuse of God's authority in the community. And
still we declare that God should give us the land? We force our
opinions on everyone and actually work against the love that God
commands of His people. We live lives of spiritual whoredoms and
spiritual prostitutes as unfaithful brides against our groom
(Jesus) and still we believe we should be the possessors of the
land?
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