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ABOUT THIS BOOK

This is Book 2 in this series, because of the importance of your motivation, your commitment and your planning to the outcome of your attempt to write.

As was said in Book 1 of the series, thinking about what you want to do and planning how you will do it is vital to your success.  Even the most successful of authors cannot simply sit down and write ‘Chapter 1’ and go on to write a book successfully. A plan and an outline of your book as well as a summary of the proposed chapters before you start the first draft will most certainly help you.

However, motivation, commitment, and planning as you continue are also greatly important. This book hopes to give you guides to each of those aspects. Just as writers write in different ways (and you must endeavour to find your own best way), so different things will spark interest in different readers of this book.

––––––––

Most of the inspirational information contained here comes from sources I have found when researching for the class I teach called “Let’s Write a Book”. These thoughts have helped the class members and I am happy to now be able to pass them on to other prospective book writers.

I hope that everyone will find sparks of interest within these pages that will encourage motivation to not only begin to write, but to continue. If you are well motivated and have the required self-belief, I am sure you will become well aware of the need for making a personal commitment to your dream, as well as the obvious need to plan your time to work on it.

––––––––

CHAPTER 1 – MOTIVATION


Definition of risk

1. A situation involving exposure to danger 

2. The possibility that something unpleasant or unwelcome will happen

Let's face it – taking a risk is scary. This is so, even if you are wildly successful and greatly respected in your field - you've worked hard to get where you are, honing your skills over time. But no matter how good you are at what you do, the world keeps changing. You have two choices: keep doing what you've been doing, or take a risk and make a change, or do something you’ve always wanted to do.

Let's say that you are a writer—a good writer—and for a long time, you have wanted to write a book. But like most people who have never written a book, you don't know where to begin. It's uncomfortable to tackle something so unfamiliar. What if you don't do it right? What if you don't do it at all, after you have told people about your dream? What if you fail?


Fear of Failure

Self-doubt can be completely debilitating; self-doubt nags incessantly. Do you ever ask yourself –


  Do I really have what it takes?

  What if I’m just not meant to be a writer?

  What if no one takes my ideas seriously?

  When will they discover I’m a fraud?

  Who am I kidding anyway?



There are many fears about being a writer, particularly about writing a book. Some of us who can write short stories or essays, but self-belief is lacking when it comes to writing a book, and even more true about a novel. The fears involved include: 
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