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“ZANDRI (IS) A VETERAN wordsmith who executes quality and quantity at superlative levels.”

—Book Reporter
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“These squatters...are new world barbarians, conquering free spaces and making them their own.”

— James W. Bodden
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Croton on the Hudson 

Present Day

It was a tense but scenic drive all the way from Albany, south to Westchester County. My wife of five years...my third...was feeling the itch. Allow me to rephrase. She was going through some, let’s call them difficult emotional issues, of which my career wasn’t helping very much even if, technically speaking, she was employed as my editor. In fact, you could say it was my career as a full-time novelist that was at the core of the emotional issues. I’d been through it before and had grown accustomed to taking notice of the signs. 

Listen, when your wife believes you love your writing more than her, you need to get away from it for a while and focus entirely on her. No, that’s not even right. More like, you need to get the hell out of the house, away from your writing studio, and go to a place that’s isolated enough where you can concentrate only on your relationship. Easier said than done for most people since most of Johnny and Janey Q Public not only have nowhere to go, but they didn’t have the money in these trying, highly overpriced economic times. How many wars were we paying for again? 

But I wasn’t here to bash the government. In fact, well-informed and engaging content when it came to the U.S. economy and its politics was not my forte. My forte was action and adventure books, mystery series, noir stories, and the like. And man, oh man, could I pump out the material. The proof? Just recently Publishers Weekly named me, Allan Clifford Jacobson, as one of the most prolific writers of his generation. Generation X, that is. Something that went well along with my ITW Thriller Award and my PWA Shamus Award. 

Truth: I could write a full novel and a novella in the span of one month (most writers take all year if not longer). But to keep up that pace, it required me to be married to my typewriter (okay, laptop...But give me a break, I’m Gen X). Other than having to peel my five-feet-eight inch, one-hundred-ninety-pound cross-trained, but beer-fed, body off the mattress every morning only to face the blank page (or digital screen), I loved my life. But I also loved my wife, Katey, enough that I never thought she would fall into the same insecurity trap the other two had. Like I said, she was my editor. If anyone understood what it was like to be a working writer, it was her.  

But I had learned from the past and I was determined to take action, which is why I was parking my Toyota 4X4 in a space outside Ted’s Marina. Ted was standing on the dock as if he’d been awaiting our arrival. We got out and greeted the big, bald, beer-bellied man. 

“Loved your new novel, Mr. Jacobson,” he said, his big hands covered in oil and grease. “I’d shake your hand, but it would be slick for a week. I especially loved the ending when you trap the home-breakers inside the house and light it up. Didn’t see that coming.” 
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