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    This book and research are dedicated to all my Lees of Virginia cousins, who are well aware of their lineage despite any claims to the contrary.

 

Love, Jacqueli
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I wish to make my position and understanding of Y-DNA science, as well as my views on certain Y-DNA projects, particularly those claiming a Haplogroup for Col Richard Lee and LOV lines of descent perfectly clear. There have been rumors and misconceptions regarding my genealogical research and associations, which I will address directly.

Addressing Misconceptions About My Lineage

First, to dispel any rumors or falsehoods: I have never claimed to descend from William Lee who married Dorothy Taylor, known as the “Hanks” line. That lineage belongs to my cousin and mentor, William Lee, specifically to Prof. James H. L. Lawler, who generously shared his research with me in 2005. Out of respect for him, I have always followed his wishes and promoted his work. Contrary to what some have suggested, I have never harbored any “hard feelings” nor abandoned my research due to any Y-DNA project. My understanding of DNA science is sound, and I do not require basic instruction on the subject.

The Truth About Y-DNA and Its Limitations

Y-DNA is passed exclusively from male to male. It only establishes male haplogroups and requires adequate Y-DNA samples from each generation to scientifically prove a genetic relationship. For example, consider a Lee Y-DNA project that has erroneously assigned a haplogroup to Col Richard Lee and the LOV lines. If documented lineage includes Y-DNA samples for generations 1 through 5 but lacks samples for generations 6, 7, and 8 (Col Richard Lee), it is scientifically and genetically impossible to assign the same Y-DNA haplogroup to those untested individuals. Y-DNA does not “magically” travel through generations without direct samples.

Although Y-DNA may confirm relationships between tested generations, assigning a Y-DNA haplogroup to non-tested ancestors is invalid and based on interpretation, assumption, and opinion rather than scientific fact. Occasional generational mutations may occur with Y-DNA as well.

Scientific Principles in Genetic Genealogy

This principle applies universally to any ancestral line: claims of Y-DNA haplogroup assignments for non-tested male ancestors are false and unsupported by science. Regardless of contrary arguments or attempts to profit from misleading Y-DNA projects, such claims are scientifically and genetically impossible.

Advances in DNA Research

Recent advances in DNA research have provided new tools:


	Autosomal DNA (AU): Confirms multigenerational relationships regardless of gender, consistently up to the eighth generation, even between cousin lines, using triangulation.

	Mitochondrial DNA (MT): Passed from female to female unchanged, assigns female mtDNA haplogroups, and passes from mother to son but not from son to descendants.

	RNA: Consistent across generations regardless of gender and does not change.



These are well-established scientific facts, and anyone can verify them through credible sources.

Y-DNA Sample Requirements for Genealogical Proof

For Gen. R. E. Lee, Y-DNA samples exist for five generations of descendants, confirming genetic relationships. However, without Y-DNA samples from ancestors in generations 6, 7, and 8 (including Col Richard Lee), it is impossible to assign or verify a Y-DNA haplogroup for those individuals. Y-DNA cannot be retroactively applied to ancestors without direct genetic evidence.

Claims to the contrary are misleading and scientifically invalid. Autosomal DNA has proven effective in confirming genetic relationships across multiple generations, even in the absence of direct ancestral samples. I have assisted many individuals in discovering previously unknown parental relationships and family members using only Autosomal DNA from the first generation.

Comparing Y-DNA and Autosomal DNA in Genealogy

Many genealogists agree that Autosomal DNA provides accurate confirmation of multigenerational relationships. Unlike Y-DNA, which is susceptible to misinterpretation and confusion due to flawed studies, Autosomal DNA offers reliable and exact results for both maternal and paternal lineages. Numerous individuals have successfully found biological parents and family members using this method.

Helping others find their families has been deeply rewarding, often bringing joy and closure to those in need. The main issue regarding the parentage of Col Richard Lee—whether Richardus Lee and Elizabeth Bendy were his parents—is that confirming this lineage would contradict the conclusions of various Y-DNA projects that have wrongfully excluded many Lee of Virginia descendants. Notably, Edmund Jennings Lee’s book, “Lee of Virginia,” supports Richardus Lee and Elizabeth Bendy as Col Richard Lee’s parents, aligning with the documented Lee family of Shropshire.
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