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Dedication
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To all the forgotten—  

the living and the dead.  

Though many have left us,  

those of you whose lives seem brief or forgettable—  

your stories will live on for an age.

—-
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Preface
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This is a compilation of supernatural and cultural tales passed down through generations in rural Zimbabwe, particularly centered around the remote town of Mt Darwin.

Growing up, I was fascinated by storytelling—especially *The Canterbury Tales*, which inspired me to create a modern version rooted in African folklore and lived experiences. These are not just ghost stories; they are reflections of culture, tradition, family, and the unseen forces that shape our lives.

Some are true, some are exaggerated, but all have been passed down through word of mouth and remain deeply embedded in local memory.

From haunted roads to ancestral spirits, from bar ladies who refuse to leave this world behind to grandmothers whose strength defies nature—these tales offer a glimpse into a world that still believes in the thin veil between the living and the dead.

Obert

Mt Darwin / Harare, Zimbabwe
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CHAPTER 1. Chipoko
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Robert (16 years old, Harare private school student) sat hunched in the smoky hut, the air thick with the smell of woodsmoke—and something else. Something ancient.

His heart hammered a frantic rhythm against his ribs. Each thump echoed the deep rumble that had shaken the stillness of the night—a sound far heavier than the usual car his parents used to collect him.

His grandmother (70s, lifelong resident of Mt Darwin) had warned him about the stories, but he'd dismissed them as folklore. Now, the fiery spectacle on the horizon, a chaotic dance of crimson and orange against the star-dusted sky, painted a terrifyingly vivid picture of those stories.

He watched, mesmerized and terrified, as the flames leaped and writhed, seemingly drawing closer with each terrifying burst.
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