
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      Things I Wish I Knew Before I Decorated My First Home
    

    
      I used to think those people were born with some magical decorating gene.
    

    
      You know the ones. They walk into a room and just 
      know
       where everything should go. They pick paint colors without breaking into a cold sweat. Their homes look like they stepped out of a magazine, while mine looked like a furniture store exploded.
    

    
      I was convinced I'd never be one of them.
    

    
      Then I painted my living room Pepto-Bismol pink. Twice. On purpose.
    

    
      That was just the beginning.
    

    
      I bought a blue velvet sofa so massive it swallowed my entire living room. I hung curtains so short they looked like they were scared of the floor. I lived with a dining table I had to squeeze past sideways 
      every single day
       because I was too stubborn to admit I'd made a mistake.
    

    
      And you know what? 
      Every single disaster taught me something those "naturally gifted" decorators will never tell you.
    

    
      Because here's the truth they don't want you to know: 
      They made all these mistakes too.
       
    

    
      In this book, I'm pulling back the curtain on everything that went hilariously, frustratingly, expensively wrong in my journey to create a home I actually love. Not because I want you to feel sorry for me, but because 
      I'm going to save you thousands of dollars and months of regret.
    

    
      You're about to discover:
    

    
      	
        The furniture-buying trap that almost everyone falls into (I certainly did—three times)
      

      	
        Why that paint color looks completely different on your wall (and what to do about it)
      

      	
        The lighting mistake that's making your entire home feel wrong
      

      	
        What I wish someone had told me about rugs, curtains, and accent walls before I learned the hard way
      

    

    
      But more importantly, you'll learn the thing I wish I'd known from day one:
    

    
      If you've ever:
    

    
      	
        Stared at paint swatches until they all looked the same
      

      	
        Bought something gorgeous that turned out to be completely wrong for your space
      

      	
        Wondered why your room still feels "off" even though you followed all the rules
      

    

    
      ...this book is your permission slip to stop trying to get it perfect and start making it yours.
    

    
      Let's make your mistakes smaller, your wins bigger, and your home something you're actually excited to come back to.   
    

       

    
      Turn to page one. Your home is waiting. Madison, 
      
        DreamyHomeStyle.com
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      Disclaimer
    

    
      The information and recommendations provided in this book are based on my personal experiences and are intended for general informational and inspirational purposes only. 
    

    
      While I've shared what worked (and didn't work!) for me, every home, situation, and individual is different.
    

    
      Please note:
    

    
      By reading and using this book, you acknowledge and agree that I assume no responsibility or liability whatsoever for any results, outcomes, or consequences that may arise from implementing any ideas, suggestions, techniques, or recommendations contained in these pages. Any decisions you make regarding your home decorating projects are entirely your own responsibility.
    

    
      This book is not a substitute for professional advice. If you are undertaking significant home renovation or modification projects, please consult with qualified professionals such as interior designers, contractors, electricians, or other specialists as appropriate.
    

    
      Use of tools, materials, and techniques: You are solely responsible for ensuring your safety and following proper procedures when using any tools, materials, or techniques mentioned in this book. Always follow manufacturer instructions and safety guidelines.
    

    
      Artificial Intelligence Imagery: Please be aware that some photographs and images included in this book were created using artificial intelligence (AI) technology. These AI-generated images are used for illustrative and inspirational purposes.
    

    
      By continuing to read this book, you acknowledge that you have read, understood, and agree to this disclaimer.
    

    


    
      
    

          
      Introduction: The Home I Thought I Wanted
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      HEY,
    

    
      You know that feeling when you walk into someone's home and it just feels... perfect? Everything flows, there's this warm glow, and you immediately want to kick off your shoes and stay forever? I used to think those people were born with some magical decorating gene that I clearly missed.
    

    
      Spoiler alert: They weren't.
    

    
      I learned this the hard way when I decorated my first home. And by "decorated," I mean created a series of beautiful disasters that taught me everything I know today about making a space feel like a warm hug.
    

    
      I'm talking about the sofa that didn't fit through my front door. The accent wall I painted three times because I couldn't figure out why it looked so wrong. The tiny rug that made my entire living room look like a dollhouse gone wrong.
    

    
      But here's the thing—every single mistake led me to something better. Every "what was I thinking?" moment became a lesson that I now share with millions of decor lovers on DreamyHomeStyle.com.
    

    
      This book is basically me sitting next to you, coffee in hand, sharing all the things I wish someone had told me before I started. The real stuff. The mistakes that cost me money, time, and a few tears. The shortcuts that actually work. The splurges that are worth it and the saves that look just as good.
    

    
      Because your home should feel like you. Not like a magazine spread that's pretty but cold. Not like your college apartment with hand-me-down everything. Like 
      you
      —warm, welcoming, and totally authentic.
    

    
      So grab your coffee (or wine, no judgment), get comfy, and let's talk about how to decorate your first home without losing your mind. 
    

    
      Let's do this!
    

    

    
      
    

    



      Chapter 1: The Entryway Sets the Whole Vibe (And I Totally Ignored Mine)
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      Oh honey, can we talk about 
      
        my first entryway
      
      ? Because it was basically a crime scene.
    

    
      I'm not even exaggerating. When I moved into my first place, I walked past that entry space every single day for 
      months
       like it didn't exist. I was so focused on making my living room Pinterest-perfect that I completely ignored the first thing anyone saw when they walked into my home.
    

    
      And you know what happened? My gorgeous living room felt flat. Like, really flat. I couldn't figure out why until my sister visited and said, "Madison, this hallway feels like a doctor's office. It's sucking the life out of everything else."
    

    
      Ouch. But she was right.
    

    
      Why your entryway matters more than you think
    

    
      I was so focused on the "important" rooms—the living room, the bedroom, the kitchen where I'd take all my Instagram photos—that I completely overlooked the first space anyone sees when they walk in.
    

    
      And here's the thing I didn't realize: your entryway sets the entire emotional tone for your home.
    

    
      It's the first hello. The first impression. The moment between the chaos of the outside world and the sanctuary you've created inside. And I was treating it like a storage closet with better lighting.
    

    
      The rest of my home was starting to come together—cozy textures, warm lighting, all the things I love. But my entryway? It felt cold. Forgotten. Like I was apologizing for my house before anyone even made it to the good stuff.
    

    
      That's when I realized: if I wanted my home to feel like a warm hug, it needed to start the moment someone (including me) walked through the door.
    

    
      So I finally gave my entryway the attention it deserved. And wow, did it change everything.
    

    
      The "drop zone" disaster I created (and how to avoid it)
    

    
      Let me tell you about the pile.
    

    
      You know the one. Keys, mail, random receipts, that package you keep meaning to return, two jackets, a scarf, someone's sunglasses (whose? no idea), and approximately seventeen reusable shopping bags you swore you'd actually reuse.
    

    
      For the first few months in my home, this pile lived on the floor. Right there in the entryway. Because I didn't create a proper "drop zone," everything just... landed wherever.
    

    
      I'd come home exhausted, arms full of groceries and good intentions, and I'd drop everything right there. And it would stay there. For days.
    

    
      It looked terrible. It made me feel scattered before I even took my shoes off. And every time someone came over, I'd do this frantic scramble, shoving everything into the coat closet (which, plot twist, was already full because I also hadn't organized that).
    

    
      Here's what I learned: you need a designated drop zone. A real one. With actual storage that makes sense for your actual life.
    

    
      When I finally set mine up, it was like my entire routine calmed down. I added a small console table (nothing fancy, found it at a thrift store for $40), a pretty bowl for keys, a wall hook for my everyday bag, and a basket underneath for shoes.
    

    
      That's it. Super simple. But it gave everything a home.
    

    
      Now when I walk in, I have a place for my stuff. It takes literally five seconds to put things away. And my entryway actually feels intentional instead of chaotic.
    

    
      If I could go back and tell myself one thing, it would be this: create the drop zone first. Before you buy the fancy mirror or the decorative bowl or anything else. Function first, pretty second. Your future self will be so grateful.
    

    
      Entryway ideas for every space size
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      Now, here's where it gets fun. Because 
      
        entryways come in all shapes and sizes
      
      , and I've pretty much tried to decorate all of them (including some truly bizarre layouts that made me question the architect's life choices).
    

    
      Narrow hallways
    

    
      My first apartment had a hallway so narrow, I'm pretty sure it violated some kind of fire code. I couldn't fit a console table without creating a safety hazard. So here's what I did instead:
    

    
      I went vertical.
    

    
      Wall hooks became my best friend. I found these gorgeous brass ones (splurged a little, totally worth it) and mounted them at different heights. One for my coat, one for bags, one for scarves. It created visual interest and kept everything off the floor.
    

    
      Below the hooks, I added a narrow floating shelf—maybe six inches deep, max. Just enough for keys, my phone, a small plant. And then I hung a tall, skinny mirror above it all.
    

    
      The mirror was honestly the best decision. It made the narrow hallway feel twice as wide and reflected light from the living room, which made the whole space feel brighter and more welcoming.
    

    
      If I had a narrow hallway now, I'd also add a slim bench if there's room—the kind that tucks completely against the wall. Somewhere to sit while you put on shoes. It doesn't need to be big. Just functional.
    

    
      Open-concept entries
    

    
      Okay, these are tricky. I lived in an open-concept apartment where the "entryway" was literally just... the living room. There was no separation. You walked in and boom, you were in the main space.
    

    
      At first, I hated it. How do you create an entryway vibe when there are no walls?
    

    
      Then I realized: you create the boundary yourself.
    

    
      I used a
      
         small bookshelf as a room divider
      
      —one of those open ones where you can see through. I placed it perpendicular to the wall, a few feet from the door. On the entry side, I kept it minimal: a basket for shoes, a tray for keys. On the living room side, I styled it with books and pretty things.
    

    
      It worked. It created a visual (and functional) separation without blocking light or making the space feel smaller.
    

    
      You can also use a narrow console table the same way. Or even a rug. Seriously. A rug placed right inside the door tells your brain, "This is the entry space." It's subtle but effective.
    

    
      Apartment entries with no walls
    

    
      I'm obsessed with the challenge of apartment entries. They're usually so tiny and awkward, but when you get them right? Chef's kiss.
    

    
      In one apartment, my entry was literally just a door that opened directly into the living room. No hallway. No separation. Just straight-up door-to-couch action.
    

    
      So I got creative.
    

    
      I hung a large piece of art on the wall immediately to the left of the door. Something bold and colorful that drew your eye the second you walked in. It created a focal point and distracted from the fact that you could see my entire apartment from the doorway.
    

    
      Then I added a small stool (cute vintage one, $25 at a flea market) right under the art. On top: a small tray for keys and my phone. Under the stool: a basket for shoes.
    

    
      That's it. Took up maybe two square feet of floor space. But it transformed that awkward door situation into an actual entry moment.
    

    
      Creating storage when you have none
    

    
      This was my biggest struggle. My first entryway had zero built-in storage. No coat closet. No hooks. Nothing.
    

    
      So I had to create storage out of thin air. And let me tell you, it's totally possible.
    

    
      Hooks are everything
    

    
      I cannot stress this enough. Wall hooks are the MVP of entryway storage. They take up no floor space, they're easy to install (even I can do it, and I once tried to hang a shelf upside down), and they're surprisingly pretty if you choose the right ones.
    

    
      I mounted a row of hooks about five feet high—perfect height for coats and bags. Then I added a smaller row of hooks lower down for scarves or dog leashes or whatever.
    

    
      Baskets and bins
    

    
      I bought three matching baskets and lined them up against the wall near the door. One for shoes, one for winter accessories (hats, gloves, all that), and one for miscellaneous stuff that needed a temporary home.
    

    
      It looked intentional. It kept everything contained. And I could easily move the baskets if I needed to vacuum or rearrange.
    

    
      Furniture with hidden storage
    

    
      This was my game-changer moment. I found a storage bench—you know, the kind where the seat lifts up and there's space inside. I tucked it against the wall and suddenly had a place to sit AND a place to hide all the stuff I didn't want people to see.
    

    
      Inside that bench: extra blankets, seasonal decor, the shoes I didn't wear every day but couldn't quite part with. Out of sight, out of mind, but still accessible.
    

    
      The mirror placement that changed everything
    

    
      I always thought mirrors were just decorative. Something to fill wall space and make sure my hair looked okay before I left the house.
    

    
      But then I hung a mirror in my entryway—a big one, right across from the door—and it completely transformed the space.
    

    
      First of all, it made the entryway feel twice as big. The mirror reflected light from the window in my living room, which made the whole entry area feel brighter and more open.
    

    
      Second, it created this really lovely moment when you walked in. You'd see yourself in the mirror, the reflected light, maybe a glimpse of the living room behind you. It made the space feel layered and interesting instead of flat.
    

    
      But here's where I messed up at first: I hung it too low.
    

    
      I thought it should be at eye level, like in a bathroom. Wrong. In an entryway, you want the mirror higher—hung so that it reflects the room, not just your face. About six to twelve inches above your console table or furniture, if you have any.
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