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Introduction of Play

 


Table Knockers is a term used to describe those
individuals who conduct, séance's. Table Knockers come from the
knocking on the table that accompanies these séance's, a knocking
that is usually fabricated to tell the participants that a dear
lost soul is knocking to get attention while the table rises up and
down knocking on the floor. In nearly all circumstance Table
Knocker's were frauds, charlatans who fleeced the gullible. In this
play, we have several characters, Mr. Motto ( a mute), assistant to
Miss Angel Mystic, the Spiritualist. Miss Mystic attempts to fleece
a very gullible lady, Mrs. Macabre Horas-Van Dike, known to her
friends as Mac, out of millions of dollars. Her husband, the late
Mr. Harrold (with two R's) Horas-Van Dike was a wealthy investor
known to his loving wife as Harry. Harry recently passed away on a
trip abroad and is the focus of Miss Mystic's effort to convince
Mac that her husband has a message for her from the beyond. Mac,
who is a rather plumb woman of 40 or so, is lost without her Harry.
His passing was unexpected and left a few unanswered questions. The
most important one of all is his Last Testament & Will which
declared half his fortune goes to Sonny Horas-Van Dike. Who is
Sonny?, Where is Sonny? Why does he inherit half of the Horas-Van
Dike fortune? Our charlatans are hoping to pass off a phony Sonny
by having Harry's ghost identify who Sonny is. Of course, they have
a Sonny waiting in the wings, who suddenly shows up claiming to be
Sonny Horas-Van Dike. The very Sonny, Harry's ghost describes in
their first séance, Act I, scene One.

The crux is that during another séance, Act
I, scene Two, Harry really comes back and gives more questions then
asked. The charlatans suddenly wonder if they truly have mystical
and spiritual powers they never had. The comedy starts when the
charlatans begin to decipher Harry's clues which are in Latin,
hoping to find a lost treasure hidden in the Horas-Van Dike Mansion
Library. Meanwhile the phony Sonny's body is suddenly taken
possession by Harry's ghost, who makes Sonny do the most outrageous
things, such as, weird sounds at the most awkward moments, jumping
up on furniture, chasing the upstairs maid and kissing the
portraits on the wall. The servants of the household are called by
Mac by her annoying habit of snapping her figures to summon the
servants. Who always seem to hear the snap no matter where they are
in the mansion. Often running in to a room exhausted, having been
upstairs, or outside on the grounds. While Mac never notices the
shortness of breath, or exasperation in their attitudes.

Our story ends when the lost treasure is found and
reveals who the real Sonny is. Our charlatans are exposed, Harry
returns to the netherworld, and Mac discovers she is a mother to a
charming war orphan Harry adopted abroad secretly to surprise Mac,
who could never have children.

 


Cast:

In order of Appearance:

 


Act I, Scene One

(The séance)

 


Mac (Macabre) Horas-Van Dike

James the Butler

Mr. Motto

Miss Angel Mystic

Attorney Johnathan Smythe

Sonny Horas-Van Dike

 


 


Act I, Scene Two

(Harry takes over a Host)

 


Miss Angel Mystic

Mr. Motto

Sonny Horas-Van Dike

James the Butler

Sally the Upstairs Maid

Mac

Johnathan Smythe

 


Act I, Scene Three

(Sonny becomes Harry)

 


Sonny/Harry

Mr. Motto

Miss Angel Mystic

Mac

Johnathan Smythe

Sally the upstairs Maid.

 


Intermission

15 minutes

 


Set

(Period time 1948 New York)

 


We have a typical wealthy American estate of the
mid-20's, period furniture, trappings, and decor. The walls are
high, and the ceiling is vaulted. All scenes are played in one
central room. The Library were on stage right wall, we have several
shelves of books, a narrow window upstage Right on the wall, a
window seat under it. A Narrow window downstage Right, at end of
small fireplace. Center upstage French doors open to a garden, and
on the Stage left wall from center left are stairs leading to a
second level Mezzanine, which has two doors off the platform.
Action takes place through both left and right doors on the
Mezzanine. Downstairs far right we have double library doors at
foot of stairs. The narrow windows upstage and down stage right are
double sash windows. In front of bookshelves is the library
principal area, with a huge desk, 2 overstuffed chairs either side.
Bookshelves start right of the French doors to the other side of
upstage narrow window down the wall to downstage to fireplace, then
the second narrow window downstage right where there is Ghostly
action. Down stage Center to Left center is where we find our Card
table for the séance's. Stage left walls below and above the
Mezzanine level, there is an Art gallery on the walls. A settee is
placed under the Mezzanine stairs left of Library double doors, and
a Grandfathers Clock downstage of the double library doors stage
right Mezzanine level runs from center of stage left to end left at
French doors. The Mezzanine doors open and close for action between
actors. The main Library doors are used to have actors enter and
leave the library at that level, and the Mezzanine level, and
through the French doors. The covered Card table is placed over the
stage trap door to allow table to be manipulated during séance.
Colors are muted, wall colors and woodwork reminiscent of an
elegant library of the rich. Art work classical: landscapes, two
portraits, one of Charles Dickens seated with a book in lap (Center
of right wall below Mezzanine, hiding a wall safe). Another smaller
portrait just left of the Library double doors of Henry and Mac.
Period Light fixtures, sconces on walls, and a chandelier hanging
above card table. Windows have traditional heavy fabric, cord trim,
and sheers. Carpet under desk.

 


Lights:

 


Light scheme varies from morning to Early evening to
late evening. Moonlight through the French doors, or sunlight.
Narrow windows have half-light shadows outside at all time except
nights where there are darker shadows. Lights go full to dim inside
library, to total darkness, spot on center card table (séance) and
spots on other area's highlighting action. Lights coming on and off
(Sconces & chandelier) as action takes place. A constant flux
of action requiring lighting moods/effects. Special affects at
narrow window downstage right next to fireplace, for ghostly
appearances.

 


 


Act I, Scene One

 


 


Act I opens with Mac introducing her Attorney
Johnathan Smythe, to Miss Angel Mystic & Mr. Motto. Attorney
Smythe is a bit skeptical about Spiritualism, but goes along with
Mac in having a séance, though he feels it is a scam. Miss Angel
Mystic is very professional and sincere about her powers to reach
the dead. The four are seated around a card table, the lights are
dim, and the séance starts. Miss Mystic attempts to reach Harry,
Mac's recently departed husband. The séance reveals the identity of
Sonny, a principal in the last Testament and Will of the late
Harrold (Harry) Horas-Van Dike, Mac's husband. Mac is alone in the
library, when a gong is heard announcing someone at the front
door..
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