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			Dedication

			
		
    1 Chronicles 21:3. And Joab answered, The LORD make his people a hundred times more than they: but, my lord the king, are they not all my lord's servants? wherefore then doth my lord require this? wherefore shall it be a grievance to Israel?

 

It adds much to an evil deed that we are restrained in it, and especially if we are restrained in it by a man who has no conscience to spare, but who, notwithstanding his rudeness, such as Joab had, yet argues to you, "Why doest thou this?" The people generally understood that, when they were numbered, it was for the purpose of taxing them, it was for the purpose of showing David's sovereignty over them. Now David was not their sovereign, the Lord God was their King; David was but the Viceroy, and when he began to number them as if they were his own, it was a cause of great indignation to the Most High. I am afraid that when you and I begin to count as we have done, begin to calculate how much we have given, or how much we have accomplished for God, we begin to appropriate a measure of glory to ourselves. We had better stop that, for though pride may not seem a great sin in the eyes of men, it is certainly that which brings the greatest wrath of the Most High. He cannot abide pride, especially in those whom He has raised up. He brought David out of the fold, and if David has now magnified himself, David must be brought low again. 

 

— Charles Spurgeon 
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Today, Dear Reader, we begin our consideration of the two Books of Chronicles in the Old Testament. Not only have we descended from the summit that is the book of Romans, but we now find ourselves in the wilderness. Many people find these historical books of the Old Testament a little lacking in interest. However, we are glad to know that many of the people who have been traveling with us Through the Bible have so far found them to be extremely interesting. We would like to say that both First and Second Chronicles may probably seem less interesting than most of the other books; however, we believe that this is an exciting portion of God's Word.

We are going to go through this section very quickly, even more quickly than any other section we have studied before. And we would like you to listen carefully to the introduction we will give to the two books of Chronicles. These two books of Chronicles and Kings are, in many respects, very similar. Many consider the book of Chronicles as if it were a duplicate of the book of Kings. Both cover the same period, from King Saul to King Zedekiah. And isn't that a duplication? Historically, both cover the same ground.

In reality this book is not a duplicate of the book of Kings. The books are not the same. The Greek translators called these two books, those of the "omitted things". This title is not entirely appropriate. There is much more here than what was left unsaid in the other historical books. This is another example of what we pointed out at the beginning of this study, that is, the Law of Repetition, or the Law of Recapitulation.

The Holy Spirit's program and plan of action in giving us the Word of God is to give a great deal of extension to the truth, to cover a great deal of ground and then to go back and select certain sections that He wants to magnify. It is as if the Spirit of God takes a telescope, looks at the landscape for us, and then takes a particular section and puts it under the microscope so that we can look at it in more detail. That's what's happening here in these two books of Chronicles.

We have seen this law in action previously. You surely remember the second chapter of Genesis; it reviewed the seven days of creation and placed the emphasis on one thing only: the creation of man. For us that is important since we belong to that race. We also saw something similar in the Book of Deuteronomy, a book that is more than a repetition of the law. Its name, Deuteronomy, means the second law. What we actually considered was that it was not a repetition of the law but the interpretation of the law under the experience of forty years with that law in the wilderness.

What we are going to find here in Chronicles, is that God went back over the ground covered in the two books of Samuel, and in the two books of Kings, in order to add some details and put emphasis on matters that He considered important. That is the case that we have before us in this First Book of Chronicles.

For example, the subject here in 1 Chronicles is David. In the Second Book of Chronicles, what is emphasized is the house of David, the posterity of David.

In Chronicles we see the history of Judah, the southern kingdom, and the northern kingdom was practically ignored when the division was made between the northern and southern kingdoms. Another detail is that David's sin was not even mentioned in Chronicles. Why? Why did God not mention it in this Book? Because when He completely forgives a sin, He does not mention it again. When God forgives, it is as if He forgets. When He separates our sins from us, He moves them a great distance away.

In Psalm 103, verse 12, we read: "12As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. These are so far away that God does not bring them back before us. For this reason, He does not mention here in Chronicles the rebellions that He had already forgiven.

In Chronicles, the temple in Jerusalem also occupies a place of importance. In the books of Kings, we saw the history of the nation from the point of view of the throne. But in Chronicles, we find it from the point of view of the altar. Another example is that in the book of Kings, the center is the palace, while in Chronicles, the center of attention was occupied by the temple. Another difference is that in the books of Kings, the account of the political history of the nation was set forth, while in the books of Chronicles, the account of the religious history was presented.

Chronicles is an interpretation of the book of Kings, hence the continuous reference to this book when we read Kings. You will surely remember that we read on several occasions in the book of Kings the following phrase: "is it not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel"? Why? Because Chronicles is the interpretation. It is important to note that the book of Kings gave us the human point of view, while Chronicles gave us the divine point of view. As you read the first few chapters of Chronicles, you will notice that we are now looking at God's point of view. And that is of utmost importance to us and we must appreciate it properly.

We would like you to notice the first chapters because we are not going to read them here, since they are simply a series of genealogies. Have you noticed how this Book begins? We actually have before us one of the most outstanding passages in the Word of God. The first nine chapters contain these genealogies, which in many ways, constitute an outstanding part of the Word of God. Let us turn our attention to the first four verses of chapter 1 of this First Book of Chronicles:

"Adam, Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, 4 Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth."

Here are the names of which we have read in the first 8 chapters of Genesis. As you go through the genealogy, you will observe that the same system was followed here as was used in the book of Genesis: the rejected line was presented first, and then the line to be followed through the Bible to Christ was mentioned.

Then in verse 5 it began to speak of the sons of Japheth. It continued with Ham's, and then Shem's. Only Shem's line continued, leading up to Abraham. Then Abraham's posterity was mentioned; Ishmael and his sons, also the sons Abraham had with Keturah, and finally his son Isaac. Then the line of Isaac was followed, including first in the list the sons of Esau. However, the line of descent that would lead to the Lord Jesus would continue through Jacob, the other son of Isaac.

In chapter 2 the descendants of Jacob were mentioned, a list that will continue until chapter 9 of Chronicles, following the line of Israel's descendants. In verse 15 we find the descendants of Jesse. This Jesse had a son named David. We will follow that line of descent, which would lead to Christ.

Now, in chapter 3 you can see that David's family was mentioned, and we find that he had some sons, of whom we did not know much before. They were not mentioned, neither in the two books of Samuel, nor in the two books of Kings. In verse 5 of the third chapter of this First Book of Chronicles, Shimea and Shobab were mentioned. Have you ever heard of them? Then Nathan was mentioned, and Solomon. That's interesting. Of Solomon, we already know a lot, but maybe somebody says, "We haven't heard anything about Nathan." However, when one reads the genealogy of the Lord Jesus Christ that was mentioned in the gospel according to Luke, we find that the line of descent from Mary, the mother of Jesus, passed through Nathan to David, and not through Solomon. So in the Gospel according to Matthew, which includes the genealogy of Joseph, the Lord Jesus had the legal title to the throne of David through Solomon, and in the Gospel according to Luke, which includes the genealogy of Mary, Jesus had the kinship title to the throne of David through Nathan. And it is important to emphasize this difference.

Chapter 4 mentioned the descendants of Judah, through Caleb and Shelah, as well as the tribe of Simeon. Chapter 5 followed the trajectory of the tribe of Reuben until the captivity. Chapter 6, followed the tribe of Levi, which was the family of the high priests, through the sons Gershon, Kohath and Merari. Chapter 7 presented the genealogies of the tribes of Issachar, Benjamin, Naphtali, Manasseh, Ephraim and Asher. All these tribes were carried into captivity by Assyria. Chapter 8 traced the genealogy of the tribe of Benjamin, with special reference to Saul and Jonathan. And chapter 9 opened with a remarkable statement on the preservation of genealogies, let us read it:

"All Israel being numbered by their genealogies, they were written in the book of the kings of Israel."

It is the longest genealogy in the Holy Scriptures, and it is remarkable because it is the longest, most extensive list in the Bible, and there is nothing similar in all world literature. It began with Adam and went all the way to Christ. It began with the first Adam and concluded with the last Adam, which is what Christ is called in the New Testament. We have the largest genealogical picture of all mankind; and because of this, we realize that we all belong to the same family. You can read in verse 1 of chapter 9 of this First Book of Chronicles, the following: "1All Israel were numbered according to their genealogies, and they were written in the book of the kings of Israel. And those of Judah were carried away to Babylon for their rebellion."

These genealogies of all the tribes of Israel were exhibited in the temple. They were recorded until Israel was taken into captivity, they were preserved, brought back to Jerusalem. When the remnant rebuilt the temple, they were there. They were there also in the days of Jesus and surely the enemies of Jesus went to the temple to check their genealogy and they still existed in 70 A.D., when they were destroyed by Titus. The important thing to note is that in Chronicles, the genealogies were traced to the time of the captivity. Then, after the return of the remnant of Israel, they were continued until the time of the Lord Jesus Christ. After Jesus, the record disappeared. It is because God was interested that Jesus Christ came from Adam's line: remember that in the New Testament he would be called "the last Adam". There would no longer be another and Jesus would head the last family formed here on earth. There were only two families: Adam's family and God's family.

Now, one of the details that stand out are certain omissions that stand out: Cain and his family, for example, were not even mentioned. Did Adam not have a son named Cain? Yes, but he is not mentioned here, because his descendants were terminated. It was destroyed with the flood. There are omissions in all genealogical tables, even in the Book of Genesis. We do not believe that the Spirit of God intended to give us all the genealogies, whose reading can be monotonous, since they are lists that include one name after another.

Now as to the author of the books of Chronicles, we will say that Ezra was probably the writer of this work. There is in it a striking similarity with the style and language of the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. Evidently, Chronicles was written during the captivity that the Jews suffered in Babylon. The two books of Chronicles not only constituted one book in its original state, but apparently also included the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. This fact supports the claim of Jewish tradition that Ezra is the author of Chronicles. To get an idea of how the material presented in the book of 1 Chronicles is distributed, we include the following outline:

I. The first section of the book includes the Genealogies, in chapters 1 to 9.

II. The second section presents the reign of Saul, in chapter 10.

III. The third section sets out the reign of David, in chapters 11 to 29, including the following aspects of his life:

a. David's valiant men; in chapters 11 and 12.

b. David and the Ark of the covenant; in chapters 13 to 16.

c. David and the Temple; in chapter 17:

d. David's wars; in chapters 18 to 20.

e. David's sin in taking a census of the people; in chapter 21.

f. The organization and preparations made by David for the building of the Temple; in chapters 22 to 29.

Well, we have come a long way; let's look back at Adam. Was God right, right about Adam and his descendants? Did things happen as God said they would? The human sciences classify man according to his achievements and aptitudes. Now God's perspective is totally different. Everyone must come under His classification, and do you know what God says? That there is no one who, from His point of view, is normal. His assessment comes to the following conclusion: All have sinned, and are far from the glorious presence of God.

There are 3 universal facts established in the Bible that constitute undeniable realities.

Adam and all his descendants were to die. God said to him, "In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die". Now, God did not create man to die. But we are told that "sin entered into the world through one man, and death through sin, and death passed upon all men."

The appearance and disappearance of the various generations detailed in the genealogies of the Bible reminds us that this world in which you and I live, Dear Reader, is nothing but a gigantic graveyard. And all our roads end in the graveyard. King David said on his deathbed, according to 1 Kings 2:2, "I follow the way of everyone on earth." Recall the words of Psalm 23: "Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death.... ". That is the picture of man walking through life. Death stalks this world as if it were a gigantic monster. Now, there are three kinds of death. One of them is physical death. Adam did not die until he was 900 years old, after he had disobeyed God, although he had already died spiritually. Death is separation. Physical death is the separation of the spirit from the body. Spiritual death is the separation of man from God. And eternal death is the separation of man from God eternally.

And now, notice that here we find another great universal factor. Adam, together with all his descendants are sinners. That is the descriptive picture of the human being, which we expressed earlier, "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." In 1 Corinthians 15:22 it says, "in Adam all die". All sinned in Adam.

Chapter 59 of the book of the prophet Isaiah is a chapter that all of us should read. In verse 2 of that chapter it says: "but your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have caused him to hide his face from you, so that he will not hear you". Sin is a scourge, a disease, a plague. It has infected the whole race. All, Dear reader, all have sinned, thus being severely affected. But there was one great exception, to this description of the human race: and that was the Lord Jesus Christ. He did not have to die. Jesus said to the Jews of his time: "Which of you can prove that I have sinned?" And no one could accuse him. And in the Gospel according to John, chapter 10, verses 17 and 18, we read: "17Therefore the Father loves me, because I lay down my life, that I may take it again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again." As we see, Dear Reader, the Lord Jesus Christ was the only exception.

3. The third universal factor is that Adam and all his children obtained mercy. Let us look for a moment at some famous names in the Old Testament. Do you remember Enoch, of whom we read in Genesis 5? That chapter seemed to present us with the real picture of a real graveyard. But Enoch was saved. How? By faith. Enoch walked, that is, he lived with God. He was translated by God, that is, he disappeared because God took him. Now, Noah by faith was a good man. But he was not saved because he was a good man. It was his faith that led him to act and he prepared the ark in which he and his family would be saved. Abraham was also a good man. The Bible tells us that Abraham believed God, and for that reason, God accepted him as righteous. Because Abraham was a sinner. Then we have David, a great man of God. But we all agree that he was a sinner, but God had mercy on him. We are told in the Bible that God is rich in mercy. That's what the apostle Paul said in his Epistle to the Ephesians. And as the apostle Peter wrote in his first letter, chapter 1, verse 3, His mercy is great and abundant. Our God has made it possible for Adam's descendants to obtain His mercy. Have you, dear reader, received God's mercy? It is there precisely for you. This is part of the message we find in the first chapters of this First Book of Chronicles. We have talked about the genealogy, the offspring of Adam, in which you and I find ourselves. We all belong to the same race. We are all fallen. We are all the same. We all have a fallen nature. We are on the same level, and in a sense we are born equal to each other in the sense that we have sinned and are alienated from the presence of God. Salvation today is for all mankind. Therefore, Dear Reader, today we invite you to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior. For, as the apostle Paul said to the Ephesians, God so loved us that he made us alive together with Christ while we were still dead because of our sins. And furthermore, the apostle concluded, that united to Christ Jesus by the blood that He shed, we can draw near to God to establish a relationship with Him.
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1 Chronicles 9:1 - 10:14
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We return today to the First Book of Chronicles, and as we said in the introduction, here we are looking at God's point of view. That is the most notable difference from the other Books we looked at earlier, the First and Second Books of Samuel; the First and Second Books of Kings, since they are almost the same, tell the same story. Although they do it from a human point of view of the story. But when we read the First and Second Books of Chronicles, as we have said before, we have God's point of view.

In the first eight chapters of this First Book of Chronicles, we have seen one of the greatest genealogies of all history. This genealogy takes us back to the beginning with Adam and determines the origin of the children of Israel, tracing the history back to Adam, and follows it to the very time of the captivity.

Before we get into our topic today, which begins in chapter 10, let's recap and highlight some details of chapter 9, along with some spiritual conclusions. Chapter 9 of this First Book of Chronicles, began by saying in verse 1:

"All Israel was numbered according to their genealogies, and they were written in the book of the kings of Israel. Those of Judah were deported to Babylon for their rebellion."

In this statement we find something tremendous, and it is the revelation that the genealogies were kept in the temple itself. They are actually the genealogies of each of the tribes. You can read them for yourself, in your own study time. We see here, that God clearly indicated that He had given those genealogies. They were recorded until the people were taken captive; and then some confusion ensued. When they returned, they continued, after rebuilding the temple, to carry those genealogies.
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