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			Restoring Relationships with Your Parents


			Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. (Exod. 20:12)


			



			Our country is full of broken families. Whether you are a Christian or not, from a broken family or a whole one, God calls you to honor your parents. The apostle Paul tells us this “is the first commandment with a promise—‘so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth’” (Eph. 6:2-3).


			


			Your relationship with your parents affects your relationships with your spouse and children. If you are not yet married, a good way to prepare for those future relationships is to reestablish a good relationship with your parents.


			The Ten Commandments give us two statements that relate to this. The first is the Exodus quote above. Here is the second:


			You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to thousands who love me and keep my commandments. (Deut. 5:8–10)


			God says that He will punish children for the sins of the fathers to the third and fourth generation. This has stumbled and troubled people for a long time. How can a just God punish you for someone else’s sin? The answer is that He does not.


			


			Yet you ask, “Why does the son not share the guilt of his father?” Since the son has done what is just and right and has been careful to keep all my decrees, he will surely live. The soul who sins is the one who will die. The son will not share the guilt of the father, nor will the father share the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous man will be credited to him, and the wickedness of the wicked will be charged against him. (Ezek. 18:19–20)


			God does not hold great-grandchildren responsible for what great-grandfather did. Ezekiel says very clearly, “The soul who sins shall die” (v. 20, NKJV). The person who is in sin is the one who will be held accountable. 


			What the Deuteronomy passage is saying is that sin flows downhill—and it does so for three and four generations. Look at your parents and grandparents. Can you see how you are affected by the things your parents did, and how they were affected by your grandparents? The sinful influence of our ancestors affects us. This is generational bad news.


			However, the sentence in Deuteronomy does not end with verse 9—it continues with something more wonderful. “But showing love to thousands who love me and keep my commandments” (Deut. 5:10). God punishes the children for three and four generations, but He shows love to thousands—not just thousands of people, but thousands of generations. “Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commandments” (Deut. 7:9). Sin and hatred of God cause downward movement to three or four generations, and obedience and love of God cause upward movement to a thousand generations.
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