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Small Town Taxi







I had just moved to Waterville, Maine, the small town where my mother grew up and lived most of her life. Waterville's profound effect on me was not just the good pickups or the close calls but also the strong sense of community I found here. 

     My journey into Maine's taxi industry began in the early 1980s at Giroux Taxi, a place filled with unique characters. Pat, the owner of the Giroux cab, was not the sharpest tool, and his trusted mechanic, Bob, was a real piece of work. Their quirks and personalities added a unique flavor to this company.

    His so-called wife, Ann-Marie, was one of the main dispatches, along with Bob and another guy the drivers couldn't understand. They named him "The Mumbling Greek." He was dispatched because he couldn't fit into the cab anymore, but he was a driver. He would mumble the calls, but no one knew what language he spoke on the radio. He used to get mad if we asked him to repeat and madder if we asked him more than twice. The driver did this to get back at him; he wasn't nice or mean.
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