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    To the faithful members of every United Methodist congregation —Those who pray when no one sees,Who keep showing up, giving, serving, and witnessingNot for applause but for love.

You are the quiet strength of the Church,the keepers of the covenant,The living proof that grace still works.

And to every new believer who has just spoken the words of the vow —May this book help you live them,With joy, with patience, and with hope.
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Preface
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The Church stands or falls on faithfulness — not of systems or budgets, but of people who mean what they promise. When we join a United Methodist congregation, we make a vow that sounds simple:


“Will you faithfully participate in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness?”



Most of us answer, “I will,” and move on. But few of us pause long enough to ask what those five words actually require of us, or what they could make of us if taken seriously.

This book was written for those who want to live that vow as more than a formality — for members, lay servants, and leaders who sense that covenant faithfulness is still the Church’s truest witness.

I began this project with one question: What does it mean to live as a United Methodist Christian, not just attend as one? The answer, I discovered, is not found in our polities or programs, but in practices — daily acts of grace that form the soul of discipleship.

Each chapter of this book explores one dimension of that vow. It moves from understanding to embodiment: from the theology of membership to the ordinary disciplines that make it real. The focus is intentionally biblical and practical. You will not find stories or testimonies here, only the steady light of Scripture and the wisdom of our Methodist tradition.

At its heart, this book is a conversation between covenant and calling. The membership vow is not about maintaining an institution; it is about participating in God’s transforming mission. It is how grace becomes visible in everyday lives — in prayer, presence, giving, service, and witness.

If you read these pages as a member renewing your promise, may they strengthen your resolve. If you read them as a pastor or church leader, may they give you language to teach and nurture discipleship in your community. And if you read them as a seeker, still wondering whether you belong, may they reveal a faith that is both ancient and alive — a grace big enough for you too.

I offer this work with deep gratitude: to those who shaped me in the faith, to colleagues and mentors in ministry, and to the congregations who reminded me daily that the Church’s beauty lies not in perfection but in perseverance.

May this book call us all back to the heart of our covenant: To be the people we promised to be,

And to trust the God who never breaks His promise to us.

Rogemer Nario Sison

Author
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Introduction: Living the Vow We Made
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When we join the United Methodist Church, we make a promise before God and the congregation. The pastor asks:

“As members of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness?”

And we answer together, “I will.”

Those two words are simple, yet they carry a lifelong commitment. They are not spoken lightly. In that moment, we are pledging ourselves to a way of life shaped by the love and mission of Jesus Christ. The membership vow is more than a formality in a worship service. It is a covenant—a sacred agreement between God and the believer, and between each believer and the Broader Church community.
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The Meaning of the Vow

[image: ]




This vow expresses how we live out our discipleship in real, practical ways. Each part — prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness — represents an essential rhythm of Christian faith. Together, they form a whole life of devotion and obedience to Christ.


	
Prayers remind us that everything begins and ends with God. Through prayer, we seek God’s will, intercede for others, and align our hearts with His purposes.


	
Presence calls us to show up — in worship, in fellowship, and in community. Faith grows through consistent participation, not isolation.


	
Gifts reflect our stewardship. What we have is not our own; it is entrusted to us by God to be used for His kingdom.


	
Service puts faith into action. Jesus said He came not to be served, but to serve (Matthew 20:28). To serve others is to imitate Him.


	
Witness is our visible testimony to the world. By word and deed, we point others to the transforming grace of Christ.




Each promise builds upon the others. Prayer without presence becomes private religion. Presence without service becomes comfort. Gifts without a witness lack direction. But together, these vows describe the life of a faithful disciple — one who belongs fully to Christ and His Church.
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Biblical Roots of the Vow
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The pattern of these commitments is found in Scripture. Acts 2:42-47 paints a picture of the early Church:

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers... All who believed were together and had all things in common... They broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.”

This is the same life our vow points toward — a life of devotion, generosity, fellowship, service, and joyful witness. The vow is not a modern invention but a continuation of the Church’s earliest calling: to live as one body under the lordship of Christ.
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Why This Book
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This book is written to help us remember what we promised, understand why it matters, and live it out faithfully. In every generation, the Church faces new challenges and opportunities. Yet the call remains the same: to love God, love neighbor, and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. The membership vow gives us a simple and powerful framework for living that call.

Here, we will explore each part of the vow biblically and practically. We will see how it forms the heart of our discipleship, strengthens the Church, and shapes our witness in the world. Each chapter will draw from Scripture, Wesleyan teaching, and sound Christian practice — guiding us toward a life that reflects Christ in all we do.
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