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      Once upon a time, the King of Camelittle worried he would be the last King to grace the Royal Throne. So, just before the Queen gave birth to their very first child, the King summoned the Royal Prophet and asked him,  “What do you see for my child’s future?”

      “I see that your child will be a he.”

      The King was pleased. “A Prince! How wonderful.”

      “And,” the Prophet added, “he will be a musical instrument.”

      “A musical instrument!” the King cried. “I don’t want a musical instrument to inherit my kingdom. I want a real, live son!”

      “They will both be one and the same,” the Prophet assured the King.

      The Queen, on the other hand, was very happy about this and asked, “What kind of musical instrument will my son be?”

      “That will be for him to decide,” the Prophet said, “and for you and the King to accept.”

      “A Prince to decide what he will be,” the King huffed.  “No, that is not acceptable. “I will decide, for I am the King and what I want the Prince to be, he will be.”

      “Then beware,” the Prophet warned, “for your Prince will have a very unhappy life, indeed.”
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        * * *

      

      When the Prince was born, the King and Queen were so happy they forgot about the Prophet’s warning.

      The Queen crooned as she cradled the little Prince in her arms. “He’s so beautiful. Maybe he’ll grow up to be a flute, and create gentle, poetic music.”

      “No son of mine will be a flute,” the King pooh-poohed the Queen’s notion. “I’d be the laughingstock of the kingdom. Flutes are so…so…“

      “Sensitive?” the Queen suggested.

      “Sissified is more like it,” the King snorted. “If he is to be a musical instrument of any kind, he will be a trumpet. Yes, that’s it. A Royal trumpet. He will be the focal point of every royal celebration, and herald the news of all my Kingdom’s royal victories.”

      “But what if he is unhappy being a trumpet? Remember the Royal Prophet’s warning.”

      “He’s a Prince. Princes have no choices. Not until they become Kings.” And on that, the King was firm.
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        * * *

      

      Over the years, the Prince grew up to be a very agreeable young man, except when he had to practice being a trumpet. All he did was make a terrible noise. He kept the servants up so late at night with his bleating that they fell asleep during the day.
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