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Completely Claimed by the Mountain Man

One favor turns into forever the moment I fall for the town librarian.

Rhett

My best friend Joel and his wife Sienna have the flu, so I offer to take their three-year-old to the Sunday Market for the day. There’s a fundraiser for the kids’ new reading nook at the library, and their boy is obsessed with books.

Harmless until I meet Janie, the town librarian. She runs the fundraiser, juggles volunteers, and somehow still manages to keep twenty kids entertained. When she thanks me for helping carry a few boxes, it shouldn’t mean anything. But it does.

She’s steady, kind, and impossible to forget. And when I finally get the chance, I make sure she knows exactly how I feel.

Because when I claim something, I don’t do it halfway. I do it completely.

Completely Claimed by the Mountain Man is a short and steamy instalove romance featuring a protective mountain man and the curvy librarian he falls for. Set in the cozy small mountain town of White Pine Falls, this instalove romance delivers all the feels in one hour or less. No cliffhangers, no cheating, and a guaranteed steamy HEA are waiting for you!


Chapter One

Rhett

Sundays are my day off, and I savor them. No radio chatter, no Search and Rescue emergencies finding their way to the ranger station, no frantic organizing… Just me and some well-deserved peace and quiet. Heaven.

Today’s going to be different, but I don’t mind. My best friend Joel called me this morning to ask for a favor. His three-year-old wants to go to the library’s fundraising event, but both Joel and his wife Sienna are too sick to move. Of course, I told him I’d help. It’s a no-brainer, really. They’re my friends, and little Georgie’s adorable.

I pull into Joel’s driveway and cut the engine, then head up the steps to their front door and knock twice.

“It’s open.”

Joel’s voice sounds faint as he calls out to me.

I step inside and pause for a second. Jesus. The place feels like a sauna. I walk into the living room and find Joel wrapped in two blankets on the couch, his hair sticking up in every direction, and his eyes red and watery.

“Wow, you look like shit,” I tell him.

“I sure feel like it,” he croaks. “Sienna finally fell asleep half an hour ago. She’s even worse off than me because she’s pregnant. Whatever you do, don’t come too close to me. I wouldn’t want you to get sick too.”

“Whett!” Georgie calls out, running towards me from the hallway with a picture book in his chubby hands.

“Hey there, big guy. Ready to go to the market with your Uncle Rhett?” I ask.

Technically, I’m not really Georgie’s uncle, but Joel and I are so close that I might as well be.

Georgie nods enthusiastically. “I am!”

“Go and grab your coat, buddy,” I tell him, then turn to Joel.

“You sure you’re okay?”

“No, but at least I’m alive. Thorne and Marshall also caught what we have. We probably passed it around at our last family dinner. I’m telling you, this flu is no joke. At least Georgie didn’t get sick.”

That explains the babysitter shortage. Joel’s brothers never say no to watching Georgie.

“Good thing you called me then,” I say. “I’ll take care of Georgie, and you and Sienna can rest while we’re out.”

“Thanks, man. You were my last hope.” He tries to sit up and groans. “I owe you big time.”

“Really, it’s okay. You just take it easy and make sure you’re still alive by the time I return.”

“Just don’t let him near the kettle corn guy. Last time, he inhaled an entire bag and puked all over my truck. Took me weeks to finally get the smell out,” he says, pulling a face at the memory.

“Noted,” I say, helping Georgie with his shoes. “Anything else?”

“Yeah. Like I told you this morning, the library’s running a fundraiser today for a new kids’ reading nook. Janie, the librarian, organizes it. If you end up near their booth, maybe lend a hand. She’s got volunteers, but it’s usually chaos.”

“How do you even know all this?” I ask with a frown.

“Sienna’s her best friend.”

“Right. I’ll definitely help her if she needs it,” I say, even though I’ve never met Janie.

“Thanks,” Joel says, sinking back into the couch with a groan. “You’re saving my life today.”

“Get some sleep. I’ll see you this afternoon.”

I take Georgie by the hand and grab his car seat with the other. Georgie waves at Joel and looks at me with an excited expression.

“Go?” he asks.

“Sure thing, buddy. We’re going.”

I close the door behind me and head to my truck. I buckle Georgie into his car seat and ruffle his hair. “Let’s get to town.”

“For books,” he says. “And ice cream.”

I laugh, my heart melting a little. “I don’t think they’ll have ice cream today, buddy. It’s too cold out for that. No one buys ice cream at this time of year.”

He frowns, and his bottom lip juts out. I’m afraid he might burst into tears, so I quickly add: “But I’m sure there will be hot cocoa and freshly baked cookies.”
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