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Foreword

 

Thomas F. Googerty (1864-1945) was born and raised in Pontiac, Illinois. His father died in a tragic railroad accident when Thomas was just five years old. He quit school at the age of 13 and started working to support his widowed mother and three siblings. He then apprenticed himself to a Pontiac blacksmith. From 1880 until 1894, Thomas traveled the country working at many different blacksmithing jobs.

 

In 1894, Thomas accepted a job as a forging and blacksmithing instructor at the Illinois State Boys Reformatory in Pontiac, Illinois. Thomas spent decades teaching young boys to learn the trade of blacksmithing so they could be productive after they left the Reformatory. 

 

To aid in his job as an instructor, Thomas published over 50 articles in various trade magazines. He also authored three books on ornamental iron working. His 1911 book is considered a seminal work in the art of ornamental iron and is still used by blacksmiths today. Thomas became nationally famous because of his writings, his exhibitions in the Midwest, and his inclusion in 1914 to Boston’s prestigious Society of Arts and Crafts. 

 

Some of his iron work still survives today including the iron entrance gates at Pontiac’s Southside Cemetery and Saint Mary’s Catholic Cemetery. 

 

It is hoped this book will help to inform future generations about the rich history of the life of ornamental iron artist Thomas F. Googerty. 
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CHAPTER 1

 

Book Design

There are four primary historical reference books used whenever research is performed about Livingston County, Illinois. 

1878 History Book

The earliest published reference to Livingston County, Illinois history is William Le Baron's 1878 book titled The History of Livingston County, Illinois. This book will be called the 1878 history book in future references. 

1888 History Book

The 1888 history book titled Portrait and Biographical Album of Livingston County by Chapman Brothers is the second Livingston County history book. This book will be called the 1888 history book in future references. 

1900 History Book

The 1900 history book titled The Biographical Record of Livingston and Woodford Counties by S. J. Clarke is the third Livingston County history book. This book will be called the 1900 history book in future references. 

1909 History Book

The 1909 history book titled Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of Livingston County Volume Two by Bateman and Selby is the fourth Livingston County history book. This book will be called the 1909 history book in future references. 

Other Important Historical Sources

The Fairbury Blade has now been digitized and is word searchable back to 1871. Access to the Blade archives is free and available from the Dominy Memorial Library website. There were also other newspapers published in Fairbury between its founding in 1857 and 1871. Unfortunately, no copies of these early newspapers exist.

The Pontiac Sentinel was published from 1857 until about 1900. The Pontiac Library microfilm only goes back to 1871. As of February 16, 2024, the Pontiac Library has made the 1871 to 1897 issues of the Sentinel available online to library cardholders. 

The Daily Leader has been around since 1896. The Pontiac Library also has made it available online to library cardholders.

For non-members of the Pontiac Library, they can come to the library and use a designated desktop computer to search both the Sentinel and the Daily Leader free of charge.

The website GenealogyBank.com requires an annual subscription fee to access the archived articles. This website has archived copies of the Daily Leader from 1958 to 1970.

The website Ancestry.com requires an annual subscription fee to access the archived newspaper articles. This website has archived copies of the Daily Leader from 1971 to 1977.

The Bloomington Pantagraph newspaper archives are also available online and can be searched back to 1838. There is an annual subscription fee required to access these archives. 

Newspapers.com is a website that contains archives of thousands of newspapers. Annual subscription fees are required to access these archives.

Google Books was also an invaluable source for old books with information about this story. NOTE: You must utilize the Google Book option to find these books. The regular Google search feature does not readily identify these old publications.

Citations

If possible, references and dates will be noted for all materials used in this book. In the event no date is available, that fact will be noted.

Sanborn Maps

The Sanborn Insurance Company periodically made maps of many small towns in Central Illinois. Sanborn maps still exist for Pontiac in the years of 1888, 1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, and 1923. Copies of these old maps are available for free from several different websites.

Newspaper Stories

All newspaper stories cited in this book will be presented in the original wording of the article. If the copy of the article had adequate quality, it may be shown as an image. If the article is of poor visual quality, it will be transcribed into text.

Pantagraph Negatives

Starting a few years ago, the Pantagraph released their old photo negatives to the McLean County Museum of History. The museum had the negatives scanned and then posted on a website where anyone can access them for free. Negatives from the Pontiac area can be accessed at https://tinyurl.com/37x62cvx. Negatives that were used in this book will be referred to as “Pantagraph negatives.”

Archive.Org

Most of the rare documents discovered in researching this book have been uploaded to Archive.Org. Hopefully, this website will survive for many years in the future, and future researchers can easily find this material. A PDF copy of this book will also be uploaded to Archive.Org.

1999 Googerty Exhibit at Memphis Museum

In 1999, the National Ornamental Metal Museum in Memphis held an exhibit titled Forging Character, Forging Iron: The Work of Thomas F. Googerty. Mr. Howard S. Miller wrote and published a 39 page pamphlet about this exhibit. Materials that were used in this book will be referred to as “The 1999 Googerty Memphis Exhibit Pamphlet.” This museum was later renamed to the Metal Museum.

Book Font

This book is written in Times New Roman with a 12 point font size. This relatively large font size makes all parts of the book easy to read.

Chronological Chapters

This book is designed in chronological order to make it easier to follow the story of Thomas F. Googerty and his family.  

 

 

CHAPTER 2

 

The Googerty Family Were Early Citizens of Pontiac, Illinois  

 

One of the first steps in writing a book is to determine the genealogy of the family. Usually, Ancestry.com is very helpful in tracing the family back to Europe. Unfortunately, difficulty was encountered in identifying the father of Thomas F. Googerty.

 

Fortunately, the 1909 Volume II history book contains two references to the Googerty family. The first reference is excerpted and is shown below:

 

Before the railroad came, the settlers in and around Pontiac were natives of the eastern states, the majority of them being from the states of New York, Ohio and Indiana, but with the railroad came a new class of citizens, most of whom were Irish, who were arriving in this country then in large numbers from their native land.
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