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Preface

	The Satire Bookshelf is an omnibus of sharp satire, outlandish observations, and awful advice on politics, advertising, sports, spirituality, research, modern art, the stock market, etc. This book is about imagining the creative and wackier side of such professions to rejuvenate and brighten your day. This book is a collection of the following books. 

	Become a Dictator

	Become a Modern Artist

	The Mirage Peddlers

	Big Money!

	Become an Atheist

	Digital Wildfires

	We Never would have Guessed!

	The Cricket Beasts

	The chapters are all fictitious and can be taken with a pinch of salt, though the paper used may not be edible. The author makes no representations or warranties of any kind with respect to the accuracy, usability, or usefulness of the contents. 

	Many people think that humor and laughter are unproductive and unprofessional and that being serious is the only way to spend their personal and professional lives. This is why most homes and workplaces have now become humorless, artificial, and stressful. But we don’t have to be humorless to run our lives. Having a sense of humor can lighten up difficult situations and creatively solve many personal and business problems. You must be able to think in atrocious, ridiculous, and illogical terms. Modern management consultants call this “thinking out of the box” but I call it old-fashioned creativity and humor that has existed for decades from Mark Twain to Mad Magazine.
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Become a Dictator

	A Short and Snappy Guide

	Introduction

	“Hey, have you ever thought of becoming a dictator of some country and terrorizing its people for a few decades? Or dream of ruling the world by squelching free speech and crushing your enemies?” 

	“No, I don’t think so.” 

	“No? Not even once?” 

	“No.” 

	“Come on, don’t lie! Didn’t your mother teach you not to lie? Everyone wants to rule the world. It is an inbuilt desire and everyone has illusions of grandeur and living in the lap of luxury. Don’t feel embarrassed to admit it. There are few minds to which tyranny is not delightful. Who will say no to the delicious opportunity of becoming an emperor of a kingdom, owning a few magnificent palaces, a set of luxury cars, a dozen private jets, swimming pools, sacks of gold, and acquiring a few other basic necessities if given a chance? Who cares about what the peasants and commoners think? Look, I can even coach you on how to become a dictator. Sounds interesting?” 

	“Hmm, I am still not sure.” 

	“No? Still can’t decide? Really? That’s too bad! Okay, then I will ask your neighbor if he is interested.” 

	“Hey, wait! Don’t go away.” 

	“Aha, now I can see what you are thinking! I knew you would see the light. You do want to know how to become a dictator, right? Then look no further. Everything you wanted to know about how to become a dictator, but were too embarrassed to ask is available right here in this concise guide. It contains the most comprehensive specifications and do’s & don’ts for every aspiring dictator. There is no need to read thick boring books on history, communism, etc. So let us get started before somebody else beats you to it.”

	Happy Dictatorship

	Step-1: Seizing power - The first thing you must do to be formally classified as a dictator is to seize power by throwing out the existing dictator, monarch, or democratically elected ruler of your country through violence. But why use violence? Simple, silly fellow! It’s the unwritten law of power grabbing. Violence is necessary because no ruler will gladly give up power if you request him politely. Besides, it’s not good manners; it’s highly embarrassing, and also very dangerous to ask any ruler to step down.  

	You may be immediately arrested and charged with all sorts of criminal laws. Imagine how furious you will be if someone asks you to step down from power. It’s a human psychology thing. So, power must always be grabbed by fearsome force. Power is like a super sticky bum glue and can only be detached through ruthless persuasion. Make him an offer he can’t refuse like getting death, getting thrown to the lions, or spending the rest of his life in a cold dark dungeon. That will provide the desired results quickly. 

	Listen, if you are still not convinced about using violence, then let me hammer some sense into your gentle brain. Democratic elections are too time-consuming and involve a lot of money, bogus smiles, tiresome travel, fancy speeches, endless debates with cynical opponents, bribing the media, telling self-insulting jokes, engaging the audience, respecting human rights, kissing icky babies, and other uncomfortable activities. And there is no guarantee you will win an election despite all your Herculean efforts. Besides, you may become bankrupt and also ruin your health running around the country trying to gather votes and supporters. 

	Voters are crazy people and are guided by sentiments, surveys, ratings, personal honesty, ethics, and so on. They prefer impeccable qualities and exemplary honesty from politicians, while rarely being honest angels themselves. For example, they will be easily swayed by a nasty newspaper report that you had shouted at your former girlfriend when you were just a teenager in high school. Now, who has the time and patience for all this rubbish? So, forget democracy and choose between several popular options like assassinations, bloody or bloodless coups, rebellious uprisings, or any appropriate ferocious mechanism to overthrow the current ruler of your country. 

	Step-2: Naming yourself - Rename yourself as the supreme commander or some other equivalent fancy title to become the head of everything in your country. Many idiots claim that you can easily lead without a title but they are wrong. Great ridiculous titles are very important for any leader, especially a dictator. That’s how you will be remembered and documented in history for centuries. Go and check any history book. But don’t make the foolish mistake of naming yourself as a straightforward dictator, tyrant, despot, etc. Otherwise, the world will think you are a clown and not take you seriously. 

	Step-3: Self-doubts – Don’t have any self-doubts about how you will fare as a dictator, whether you will be successful, the difficulties you may face, and so on. Such fears are only for leaders of silly democracies who have to pamper their fickle voters' expectations. You are a dictator and don’t have to meet anyone’s expectations, other than yours. In democracies, the government is afraid of the people, but in a dictatorship, the people are afraid of the government, and that means they are afraid of you. So, there is nothing to worry about. 

	Step-4: Emergency - Declare an emergency even if there is no need for one. Spreading abrupt fear is very important. Act as if your country is going to be invaded by an enemy within hours. Close the borders and have police, soldiers, and secret service agents stationed at every nook and corner. Impose a curfew and arrest people at random. Build sandbag bunkers and have masked snipers with menacing guns stationed everywhere. Have military vehicles zoom recklessly around town shouting and screaming at people to go home. 

	Step-5: Border security -Have the best possible border security for your country using landmines, electric barbed wires, searchlights, watchtowers, infrared binoculars, alligator pits, radars, etc. Ensure that not even a cat can cross the border. Otherwise, your scared citizens may run away to another country that promises freedom and democracy. 

	Step-6: Freedom - Clampdown on civil liberties, human rights, freedom of the press, freedom of speech, etc. They are impractical democratic nuisances. Instead, from now on, you will decide what your people should have and not what they like to have. Also, shut down the press and arrest or eliminate all political opponents. Otherwise, there will be too many troublemakers asking tough questions or putting roadblocks in your great nation-building journey. Don’t succumb to the democratic urges of your citizens or irritating pressures from other stupid democratic countries. 

	Step-7: Promoting family - Allow only family members and rabid sycophants to participate in governing the country. All the decision-makers must be from your family members or someone you trust, preferably from your own clan, religion, sect, etc. For example, put your brother in charge of the army, a cousin in charge of the secret service, another cousin in charge of the courts, a son in charge of the national treasury, etc. Next, give them a free hand, but ensure they obey and report to you. Then, running the country will become really easy. Also ensure all the military, police, bodyguards, and secret service staff are filled with your own people, clan, religion, sect, etc. Do not make the mistake of hiring anyone and everyone. Blood and religious relations are the best safeguards. 

	Step-8: Secret service - Have a scary secret service department. All dictators must have such a department. So, start one and authorize them to kidnap, murder, and shoot anyone who is perceived as a threat to you. Let them become the judge, jury, and executioner. Ensure nobody criticizes you or any of your policies. Unquestioned submission is mandatory if they are to remain safe. Remember to buy and install every kind of torture equipment in your secret service buildings. It will be useful to extract honest confessions from your enemies who have plans to overthrow you. Preferably name your secret service agency as an interior ministry. This is very important as those agents will be periodically invading the interiors of your citizen’s homes and lives. 

	Step-9: Salary - Pay extremely well to a few people like your military commanders, chief of police, etc., so that they won’t get wicked ideas to overthrow you. 

	Step-10: Palaces - Great palaces are also very important for any dictator. You cannot live in an ordinary apartment or a small bungalow like a commoner. So, build magnificent palaces with hundreds of rooms, swimming pools, gardens, dogs, zoos, slaves, and other impeccable facilities. Hire the world's best architects for design. They will know what to buy and from where. Tell them money is not a constraint and see what luxuries they will show you. After all, the entire country is yours. But there is a slight possibility that you may never get a chance to stay in all of them for more than a few weeks in your life. Why? That’s because you will be busy building more new palaces. But don’t bother about such trivial issues. 

	Hire plenty of slaves to keep your palaces in top shape. Also, don’t forget to build mighty walls around each palace. Without tall walls and iron gates, all peasants may loiter inside asking for food and other help. Ensure that the walls are at least 30 feet tall and armed with spikes, electric fences, video cameras, etc., to prevent any pesky peasants from even peeking in. Also, ensure the guards are as ferocious and trigger-happy as possible. Frequently spread rumors about what horrible unprintable things happen behind those high walls. 

	Step-11: Escape routes - Remember to build secret tunnels and hideouts to escape with your family in case of any major trouble like another aspiring dictator trying to overthrow you. It’s very difficult to climb and jump over your tall palace walls when there is a bloodthirsty mob chasing you. 

	Step-12: Collecting wealth - Plunder your nation and amass enormous wealth. Collect tons of cash, gold, rare paintings, etc. You cannot be called a prestigious dictator if you do not have a few billion dollars’ worth of wealth. Besides, you will never know how many citizens will invade your palace when there is a rebellion to overthrow you. They will need to grab cash, jewels, and other valuables while ransacking your palace and beheading your supporters. They will get very angry and may go berserk if they have to go home empty-handed. 

	Step-13: Icy stare - Learn to control people with your eyes. For this, you need to practice a fearsome icy stare. Powerful stares are very helpful in terrorizing people into doing what you want, without periodically getting blood on your hands or whipping them. 

	Step-14: Getting cozy -Don’t get cozy with anyone. Maintain a distance. Don’t smile, shake hands, or indulge in idle chat with your subordinates. Exhibit a strong silent type of behavior. It can unnerve your subordinates. 

	Step-15: Orders - Unquestioned obedience is the key to ruling successfully. Teach your subordinates to answer to the point and follow your orders perfectly. They should not question, debate, or seek further clarifications of your Majesty's desires. Golden orders should not be repeated or convinced. 

	Step-16: Concentration camps -Build concentration camps to intimidate and torture your opponents. The ideal locations for concentration camps will be deserts, icy areas, and other places far away from civilization. This is to ensure no prisoners escape alive. And even if they somehow escape they must be caught within hours. 

	Step-17: Mystery - Create an air of mystery around you. Get involved in sensational scandals or pay someone to write a book about you and fill it with all sorts of glorious lies. Soon there will be a flurry of other books demonizing you. Either way, your image will improve. 

	Step-18: Public Punishment - Use football fields and sports stadiums for public punishment of your enemies and opponents on weekends. This will scare your citizens to behave properly. Fear is the key to being a successful dictator. Popular business and motivational leaders often say one can’t lead people successfully using fear. Prove those sissies wrong. 

	Step-19: Quality food - Eat the best food possible. Import great delicacies from around the world. Fly your private jet to get them fresh from the oven. Don’t bother about the poverty or hunger of your citizens. 

	Step-20: Media - Control radio, TV, and newspapers of your country. Don’t let them broadcast whatever they want. Those editorial clowns may highlight the joys of democracy and instigate your people into a rebellion. Ensure that they only highlight your achievements and sing praises about you. 

	Step-21: Opposition - Ban all political parties and make it impossible for citizens to form opposition groups or watchdogs. Expel or imprison those who are stubborn. 

	Step-22: Spies - Have spies and moles everywhere to keep you informed about everything. Have other spies and moles spy on those earlier spies and moles. 

	Step-23: Laws - Modify and rewrite your country’s national anthem, constitution, laws, and procedures to suit your needs. Make it simple for yourself and difficult for others. 

	Step-24: Decisions - Make your own decisions about what, where, when, etc. Don’t have any consultative or consensus-building approach used by wimps and sissy leaders of the democratic world. Keep all the critical knowledge to yourself and dole out only small pieces of information on a need-to-know basis. Information is power. 

	Step-25: Cruelty - Be cruel and unnecessarily violent. Don’t hesitate to release unprecedented violence against your own citizens or anyone who questions your authority. Spread false rumors about your viciousness like drinking blood, cannibalism, etc., so that the world media can go berserk and greatly improve your untouchable image. 

	Step-26: Crushing rebellions - Once in a while there will be a rebellion by a bunch of troublesome citizens, either on their own or instigated by a nasty democratic power. Crush it mercilessly. The hooligans who are trying to oust you are not democracy seekers as the international media usually howls. They are just a bunch of other aspiring dictators eager to oust the existing dictator. 

	Step-27: Be in the news - Keep the media bubbling with news about your crazy ways. Journalists around the world love despots and their antics. Many of them make a full-time living writing and selling gory articles about psychopaths. And the media, war correspondents, and photojournalists always depend on deaths and mayhem worldwide to get terrible photographs and videos to improve their livelihoods, and careers, and get juicy awards. Help them to earn their living chasing dictators. They can’t go around clicking colorful butterflies in a garden or cute kids singing nursery rhymes. 

	Step-28: Helping others - Dictators also indirectly help many other honest citizens worldwide to make lots of money. Now, come on! How is that possible? Well, let me enlighten you. For example, psychologists and history professors worldwide are always interested in understanding the minds of dictators, living or dead. So, frequently feed them some fodder for your unpredictability, crazy behaviors, etc. It will help them make some money by writing books, psychology articles, and speeches, and creating college courses about psychopaths. Film producers make gripping films and documentaries on famous dictators and their crazy ways by re-enacting those gory scenes to shock the audience and make tons of money in ticket sales, and also get glittering awards from badly dressed celebrities. Authors and conspiracy theorists write tear-jerking real and imaginary books of dictators to make big money in book sales and get fame. Now you can see how many honest citizens can make money from the lives of dictators. 

	Step-29: Mother-in-law - Keep your mother-in-law in good humor through expensive gifts and vacations. If not, she may go around blabbering something nasty about you everywhere, the world media may get to know about it, and you will become a laughing stock worldwide. 

	Step-30: Excellence - Demand excellence from everyone around you, except your own family members, of course. Don’t tolerate mistakes. Be unrealistic in demands, use excessive discipline and punishment, and don’t allow anyone to question your authority. Behind every highly efficient country is an excellent dictator. 

	Step-31: Birthdays - Make your birthday a grand affair. Don’t have a quiet homely event. Order your schools, colleges, offices, etc., to be closed for a mighty celebration. Decorate the entire country. Invite world leaders and hundreds of other important folks to the party. House them in luxury hotels and pamper them with expensive gifts. Have fun, lots of fun. 

	Step-32: Getting aid - Frequently ask for billions in aid to get your country out of a financial mess. Don’t feel embarrassed to beg for money. Even great democracies with fantastic economic advisors and banking standards are currently begging for billions in aid to get out of their financial mess. Besides, the correct name is a bailout, and not begging because you will be submitting a report on how exactly you will vaporize the money. Console yourself with the fact that both dictators and democracies can lead their countries into a great financial mess. It’s something to do with how the convoluted economy works, and is not exactly related to your lavish spending. 

	Step-33: Religious requirements - If you are a medieval religious freak then there are several other special dictatorial requirements. Ban all rival religions and destroy their places of worship. Burn all their religious books. Arrest, kill, or expel anyone who practices or preaches a rival religion. Search foreigners for religious materials at airports. Ban alcohol, gambling, music, movies, theatres, parties, skimpy clothes, etc. Close down offices and shops during prayers. Stop girls from getting educated, driving, working, etc. Hire and let loose hundreds of religious police to invent faults and arrest citizens and foreigners in the name of blasphemy and hurting your religious sentiments. And invent many other types of harassment, all in the name of the great tolerant God. 

	Step-34: Internet access - Don’t allow your citizens free access to the internet. Monitor all their activity. Today with email, mobile phones, blogs, cameras, Twitter, Facebook, etc., it’s very easy to spread bad things about your bad behaviors very fast. 

	For example, your disgruntled employees or citizens may leak nasty information and videos of your wacky ways on the internet and put you in serious trouble. If human rights bozos get hold of such information, then they can create a lot of trouble for you by influencing their governments. Of course, you can easily hunt down the culprits who would have leaked it, or strongly deny all allegations to the press, but why get into all those hassles? 

	Step-35: Enemy countries - Ban business and political dealings with countries you don’t like. Frequently rave and rant about them. Prevent citizens from traveling to those countries and don’t allow their citizens into yours. Install spies in those countries to find out if they are conspiring against you. 

	Step-36: Health - Keep yourself fit and healthy. Exercise daily and eat healthy nutritious food. It’s very important not to fall sick at any time ever, even if you can afford the world’s best medical treatment. If you fall sick there may be a coup by any one of the aspiring dictators, either from your own family or by any of your trusted cruel deputies. 

	Step-37: Weapons - Import nasty weapons from all over the world. Great democratic countries with impeccable human rights records and value for human life have the best weapon manufacturers. Secondly, they will easily support and ignore dictators, psychopaths, and authoritarian regimes if there are economic advantages in doing business with them. 

	Step-38: Magazine subscriptions - Subscribe to all weapons magazines from around the world. Keep yourself updated with the latest demonic weapons that can wipe out thousands of people within minutes. Many such magazines have great discount coupons for buying weapons, and renewing subscriptions can also get you a free revolver, grenade, etc. 

	Step-39: Corruption - Do not worry about corruption. The laws that apply to commoners don’t apply to you and your family. You are above the law. Always remember that. There is no such thing as corruption if the law does not apply to you. But be careful about breaking the law when you or your family members are abroad. It’s a real pain for your overseas embassy staff to bail out your family members if they get caught doing illegal things abroad, like not paying bills in a super luxurious hotel. 
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