
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



  	
	    
	      Also by Steve Fulton

	    

      
	    
          
	      College Football Blueblood Series

          
        
          
	          Yea Alabama! History of Alabama Crimson Tide Football

          
        
          
	          War Eagle! History of Auburn Tigers Football

          
        
          
	          Tiger Rag! History of Clemson Tigers Football

          
        
          
	          The Orange and Blue! History of Florida Gators Football

          
        
          
	          Garnet and Gold! History of Florida State Seminoles Football

          
        
          
	          Bulldog Nation! History of Georgia Bulldogs Football

          
        
          
	          Geaux Tigers! History of LSU Tigers Football

          
        
          
	          "Hurricane Rising" History of Miami Hurricanes Football

          
        
          
	          Hail to the Victors! History of Michigan Wolverines Football

          
        
          
	          Go Big Red! History of Nebraska Cornhuskers Football

          
        
          
	          Onward to Victory! History of Notre Dame Fighting Irish Football

          
        
          
	          The Scarlet and Gray! History of The Ohio State Buckeyes Football

          
        
          
	          Boomer Sooner! History of Oklahoma Sooners Football

          
        
          
	          Happy Valley! History of Penn State Nittany Lions Football

          
        
          
	          Fight On! History of USC Trojans Football

          
        
          
	          Rocky Top! History of Tennessee Volunteers Football

          
        
          
	          Hook em' Horns - History of Texas Longhorns Football

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      College Football Legacy Series

          
        
          
	          "Ole Miss" History of Mississippi Rebels Football

          
        
          
	          "Gig 'em" History of Texas A&M Aggies Football

          
        
          
	          "The Blue and Gold" History of UCLA Bruins Football

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      College Football Patriot Series

          
        
          
	          Black Knights of the Hudson - History of Army Football

          
        
          
	          Navy Blue and Gold - History of Navy Midshipmen Football

          
        
          
	          Wild Blue Yonder! History of Air Force Falcons Football

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      MLB Series

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Does Sparkle – “The Playoffs” {Part I – 1946-1999}

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Does Sparkle – “The Playoffs” {Part II 2000-present}

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Sparkles More..."The World Series"

          
        
          
	          10,000 Memories...History of the Minnesota Twins

          
        
          
	          “Bronx Bombers” History of the New York Yankees

          
        
          
	          “Dodger Blue” History of the Los Angeles Dodgers

          
        
          
	          "The Sawx" History of the Boston Red Sox

          
        
          
	          "The Fightin' Phil's" History of the Philadelphia Phillies

          
        
          
	          The Metropolitans! History of the New York Mets Baseball Team

          
        
          
	          The Halos! History of the Los Angeles Angels

          
        
          
	          Wrigleyville - History of the Chicago Cubs

          
        
          
	          “Redbird Nation”  History of the St. Louis Cardinals Baseball Team

          
        
          
	          "The Midsummer Classic" History of Major League Baseball's All-Star Game

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      NFL Series

          
        
          
	          "America's Team" History of the Dallas Cowboys

          
        
          
	          "The Green and Gold" History of the Green Bay Packers

          
        
          
	          Purple Glory-History of the Minnesota Vikings

          
        
          
	          Steeler Nation! Complete History of the Pittsburgh Steelers

          
        
          
	          The Green & Silver! History of the Philadelphia Eagles

          
        
          
	          "Hail to the Chiefs" History of the Kansas City Chiefs

          
        
          
	          Playoffs! Complete History of Pro Football Playoffs {Part I - 1932-1999}

          
        
          
	          Playoffs! Complete History of Pro Football Playoffs {Part II - 2000-present}

          
        
          
	          History of the American Football League {1960-1969}

          
        
          
	          "Bills Nation" History of the Buffalo Bills

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Glorious Games of the Past"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Trophy Games"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Rivalry Games"

          
        
          
	          College Football "Memorable plays and Memorable moments"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Bowl Games of the 20th Century"

          
        
          
	          College Football Memorable Plays and Memorable Moments

          
        
          
	          College Football "Glorious Games of the Past"

          
        
          
	          College Football History - Rivalry Games

          
        
          
	          College Football History - Trophy Games

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Sparkles More - The World Series

          
        
          
	          "Golden Memories" - History of Minnesota Gophers Football

          
        
          
	          10,000 Memories...History of the Minnesota Twins

          
        
          
	          Purple Glory-History of the Minnesota Vikings

          
        
          
	          Playoffs! - Complete History of Pro Football's Playoffs

          
        
          
	          "We are the Champions" - College Football's National Champions

          
        
          
	          Memorable Plays and Memorable Moments

          
        
          
	          College Football "Glorious Games of the Past"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Rivalry games"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Trophy Games"

          
        
          
	          College Football Bowl Games of the 21st Century - Part I {2000-2010}

          
        
          
	          College Football Bowl Games of the 21st Century - Part II {2011-2020}

          
        
          
	          Playoffs! Complete History of Pro Football Playoffs {Part I - 1932-1999}

          
        
          
	          Playoffs! Complete History of Pro Football Playoffs {Part II - 2000-present}

          
        
          
	          "Golden Memories" - History of Minnesota Gophers Football

          
        
          
	          "We are the Champions" - College Football's National Champions

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Does Sparkle..."The Playoffs"

          
        
          
	          2024 College Football Handicapping Bible

          
        
          
	          2024 FCS College Football Bible

          
        
          
	          2024 Pro Football Handicapping Bible

          
        
          
	          2025 College Football Handicapping Bible

          
        
          
	          2025 FCS College Football Bible

          
        
          
	          2025 Pro Football Handicapping Bible

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Steve Fulton’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


Boomer Sooner!

History of The Oklahoma Sooners Football

––––––––

[image: ]


Boomer Sooner

Boomer Sooner, Boomer Sooner,

Boomer Sooner, Boomer Sooner,

Boomer Sooner, Boomer Sooner,

Boomer Sooner, O-K-U!

Oklahoma, Oklahoma,

Oklahoma, Oklahoma,

Oklahoma, Oklahoma,

Oklahoma, O-K-U!

I'm a Sooner born

And a Sooner bred,

And when I die

I'll be Sooner dead.

Rah, Oklahoma! Rah, Oklahoma!

Rah, Oklahoma! O-K-U!
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​Brief history of Oklahoma Sooners Football
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The program began in 1895 and is one of the most successful in history, having won 934 games and possessing a .725 winning percentage, both sixth all time. As of the end of the 2023 season, Oklahoma has appeared in the AP poll 896 times, including 101 No. 1 rankings, both third all time. The program claims seven national championships, 50 conference championships, 169 first-team All-Americans (82 consensus), and seven Heisman Trophy winners. In addition, the school has had 29 former players and coaches inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame and holds the record for the longest winning streak in Division I history with 47 straight victories. Oklahoma is also the only program with which four coaches have won more than 100 games each. 

The Sooners play their home games at Gaylord Family Oklahoma Memorial Stadium in Norman, Oklahoma. On July 26, 2021, while showing interest in joining the Southeastern Conference (SEC), the University of Oklahoma and the University of Texas sent a joint letter of intent to the Big 12 Conference stating that they do not intend to extend their media rights contracts with the conference, which are set to expire after the 2024 season. In February 2023, the Big 12 announced that the schools had negotiated a combined $100 million early termination fee to leave for the SEC in 2024, prior to the expiration of the media rights deals and a year earlier than initially intended.

Early history (1895–1904)

The first football game in the university's history was played on December 14, 1895, 12 years before Oklahoma became a state. The team was organized by John A. Harts, a student from Winfield, Kansas who had played the game in his home state. Oklahoma was shut out 34–0 by a more experienced team from Oklahoma City High School in what was the Sooners' only game that season. Oklahoma failed to record a first down throughout the entire game, which was played on a field of low prairie grass just Northwest of the current site of Holmberg Hall. Several members of the Oklahoma team were injured, including Harts; by the end of the game, the Oklahoma team was borrowing members from the opposing squad so they would have a full lineup. After that year, Harts left Oklahoma to become a gold prospector. After playing two games without a coach in 1896, a professor named Vernon Louis Parrington became head coach in 1897. Parrington had played football at Harvard and was more exposed to the game, having come from the East Coast. In his four years as head coach, Parrington's teams recorded nine wins, two losses, and one tie. After the 1900 season, football began interfering with Parrington's teaching, and he stepped down as head coach. He would go on to win the Pulitzer Prize for History in 1928 at the University of Washington. The Sooners had three more coaches over the next four seasons, beginning with Fred Roberts, who led the Sooners to a 3–2 record in 1901. Mark McMahon followed, finishing 11–7–3 in his two years as coach in 1902 and 1903. Fred Ewing followed McMahon, achieving a 4–3–1 record in 1904. The 1904 season marked the first game between Oklahoma and in-state rival Oklahoma A&M. The game was played on November 6 at Mineral Wells Park in Guthrie, Oklahoma, with Oklahoma winning 75–0. The game was the first football matchup in the Bedlam Series, the athletic rivalry between the University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State University.

Bennie Owen era (1905–1926)

After a decade of football, the program acquired its first long-term head coach in Bennie Owen, a former quarterback of the undefeated 1899 Kansas Jayhawks team led by coach Fielding H. Yost. Owen had previously coached under Yost at Michigan, and his Bethany College teams had defeated Oklahoma in 1903 and 1904. Owen's first two years at Oklahoma were spent between Norman and Arkansas City since Oklahoma lacked a large enough budget to employ him all year. As a result of these budgetary limitations, Owen would occasionally schedule up to three road games in a single short trip, exhausting his players in the process. However, even early in his tenure, Owen's teams found success. In 1905, Oklahoma won its first victory over rival Texas, winning the eighth meeting between the two schools by a 2–0 margin. In 1908, the Sooners went 8–1–1, losing only to the undefeated Kansas Jayhawks. Owen's 1908 team relied on hand-offs to large runners, as the forward pass was just becoming common. In contrast, his 1911 team had several small and fast players that the quarterback would pass to directly. That team finished 8–0. Oklahoma had undefeated seasons in 1915 and 1918. In 1920, the Sooners moved to the Missouri Valley Intercollegiate Athletic Association after three seasons in the Southwest Conference, of which it was a founding member. In the new conference, they went 6–0–1, tying only Kansas State. Owen retired after the 1926 season. During his 22-year career at Oklahoma, he went 122–54–16 (.677), won three conference championships, and achieved four undefeated seasons. In 1951, the inaugural year of the College Football Hall of Fame, he became Oklahoma's first inductee.

Between Owen and Wilkinson (1927–1946)

In 1927, Adrian Lindsey became Oklahoma's first new head coach in over two decades. Like Owen, Lindsey had played football at Kansas and been the head coach at Bethany College prior to his arrival in Norman. However, he was unable to achieve Owen's success, resigning quietly after a five-year tenure. The Sooners achieved a notable win in 1930, defeating Nebraska 20–7 in the Cornhuskers' worst in-conference loss in two decades. Despite this achievement, Lindsey finished an inconsistent stint in Norman with a 19–19–6 record. Following Lindsey's resignation, Owen, who had remained Oklahoma's athletic director after his retirement from coaching, hired Vanderbilt backfield coach Lewie Hardage as head coach. Upon his hire, Hardage emphasized speed by fabricating new lighter uniforms and trimming the grass on Owen Field. However, in three seasons he failed to produce a successful team. His final record at Oklahoma was 11–12–4, making him the first coach in program history with a losing record aside from John A. Harts, who only coached a single game.

Although the next head coach, Lawrence "Biff" Jones, went an unspectacular 9–6–3 across two seasons, his impact on the athletic department's administration and finances was significant. Jones was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1954 following a career that also included coaching stints at Army, LSU, and Nebraska. After his departure from Norman, assistant coach Tom Stidham became head coach. In 1938, Stidham led the team to a 10–1 record, a fourth-place finish in the final AP poll, and the first bowl game in school history, a 17–0 Orange Bowl loss to undefeated Tennessee. Although Stidham's other teams would not be as successful, he left Oklahoma after four seasons with a .750 winning percentage, the highest of any coach since Vernon Louis Parrington (.792).

Stidham left for Marquette in 1941, and assistant coach Dewey "Snorter" Luster succeeded him. After Luster's first season, a 6–3 campaign, with the United States having entered World War II, many players left the team to join the military. The Sooners regressed to a 3–5–2 record in 1942 but rebounded to finish 7–2 in 1943 and 6–3–1 in 1944. Luster stepped down after the 1945 season due to ill health. He attained a 27–18–3 record in five seasons at Oklahoma, and his teams never finished below second place in the Big Six. However, despite two conference championships, the Sooners were not invited to a bowl game during Luster's tenure.

After Luster's resignation, several candidates were interviewed for the head coaching job, among them North Carolina native Jim Tatum. Tatum was joined at his interview by his assistant, Bud Wilkinson, with whom athletic director Lawrence Haskell was more impressed. However, it was decided that usurping Tatum and giving the job to Wilkinson would be unethical. Tatum was hired as head coach, with Wilkinson joining the staff as an assistant, over several other coaches, including Bear Bryant. The 1946 season saw the Sooners finish 8–3, including a 73–12 Bedlam Series win and a victory over NC State in the Gator Bowl. Tatum left Oklahoma after one season to accept the head coach position at Maryland.

Bud Wilkinson era (1947–1963)

Following Tatum's departure, Bud Wilkinson was promoted to head coach. In his first season, the Sooners went 7–2–1 and shared the conference title with Kansas for the second year in a row. Over the next two years, Oklahoma lost only a single game and went undefeated in conference play, winning two straight Sugar Bowls. In 1949, despite going undefeated and winning the Sugar Bowl, the Sooners were not awarded the national championship, which went to the Notre Dame Fighting Irish, though they did not play in a bowl game. At the time, however, most major championship selectors, including the AP and Coaches Polls, did not consider bowl game results when deciding their champion. In 1950, Wilkinson guided the Sooners to their first national championship, though they lost the Sugar Bowl to Bear Bryant's Kentucky team. That loss was the Sooners' first since a season-opening defeat to Santa Clara in 1948, 31 games earlier. The team's success began to influence the culture of football at the university. "People talk a lot about the tradition of football in Oklahoma. The person who started that tradition was Bud Wilkinson," Oklahoma native and Hall of Fame wide receiver Steve Largent later said. In 1951, while seeking funding to improve the school, university president George Lynn Cross told the Oklahoma legislature that he "would like to build a university of which the football team would be proud." In 1952, Oklahoma had its first Heisman Trophy winner in halfback Billy Vessels, a local player from Cleveland, Oklahoma. Vessels became the first thousand-yard rusher to win the Heisman and scored 18 touchdowns for the Sooners, who finished 8–1–1, their only loss coming on the road to Notre Dame. The 1953 team would open the season with a loss to the Fighting Irish and a tie with Pitt.

47-game winning streak

The Sooners went undefeated for the remainder of the 1953 season, culminating in an Orange Bowl victory over national champions Maryland, coached by Jim Tatum. They went 10–0 in 1954 and 11–0 in 1955, concluding the latter season with another Orange Bowl win over Tatum and Maryland. The Sooners won the national championship in 1955 and repeated the feat in 1956, when they went 10–0, including a 40–0 rout of Notre Dame that marked the 35th win in the streak. At the start of the 1957 season, with the streak standing at 40 games, speculation arose that the team was not as good as it had been in previous years, having lost 18 lettermen from 1956. Wilkinson commented that "this year we'll have to work faster and organize better than ever before." The Sooners won their first seven games that year, but fell to Notre Dame on November 16, suffering their first defeat in more than three years. The record of 47 consecutive wins has never been seriously threatened; since it ended, no FBS school has achieved a streak longer than 35 wins. During the streak, the Sooners outscored their opponents 1620–269 and recorded 23 shutouts. In addition to their back-to-back national championships during the streak, the Sooners won 14 straight conference titles from 1946 to 1959, one under Jim Tatum and 13 under Wilkinson. Oklahoma went undefeated in conference play from November 23, 1946, to October 31, 1959; their record was only blemished by two ties.

Dominance and decline

Wilkinson's best teams came during the first 11 years of his tenure. In that time, he recorded winning streaks of 31 and 47 games and went 114–10–3 for a .909 winning percentage. After a pair of one-loss seasons in 1957 and 1958, the Sooners fell to 7–3 in 1959, then 3–6–1 in 1960. Oklahoma would finish that season unranked, the first time that they had done so under Wilkinson. They finished unranked in 1961 as well, and although they rebounded to secure a conference championship in 1962, the Sooners were unable to replicate the success of the previous decade. Wilkinson retired from coaching after the 1963 season, finishing with a record of 145–29–4, 14 conference titles, and 123 straight games without being shut out. He was elected to the College Football Hall of Fame in 1969.

Jones, Mackenzie, and Fairbanks (1964–1972)

Following Wilkinson's retirement, his assistant coach, Gomer Jones, was promoted to head coach, a move supported by Wilkinson. His first year was a sharp contrast from Wilkinson's early years; the Sooners went 6–4–1. Less than a month before the team's Gator Bowl loss to Florida State, it was discovered that four starters had signed professional football contracts before their college eligibility had expired, and they were dismissed from the team. Following a 3–7 season in his second year as head coach, Oklahoma's worst record since its inaugural season in 1895, Jones was replaced by Arkansas assistant Jim Mackenzie. Seeking discipline from his players, Mackenzie set a curfew and required them to enroll in a physical education class. His first team went 6–4, including a win in the Red River Showdown over a rival Texas team coached by former Oklahoma defensive back Darrell Royal, their first win over Texas since 1957. They also beat rival Nebraska, then ranked fourth in the nation, by a score of 10–9. On April 28, 1967, at the age of 37, Mackenzie died of a heart attack. Assistant coach Chuck Fairbanks succeeded Mackenzie, and in 1967, the Sooners went 10–1, including a 26–24 win over second-ranked Tennessee in the Orange Bowl. The Sooners finished the season ranked third in the country. The Sooners lost four games in each of the next three seasons, with highlights including Steve Owens becoming the Sooners' second Heisman Trophy winner in 1969.

The wishbone offense
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In the 1970s, several college football teams began implementing the wishbone offense, a run-based scheme designed to expand the possibilities of the option offense by placing three rushers in the backfield behind the quarterback. In a traditional option play, the quarterback determines which rusher carries the ball by reading the alignment of the defense. The wishbone relies on the triple option, in which the quarterback has three potential candidates to carry the ball (himself and two backfield rushers). One innovation of the wishbone was to place a third rusher in the backfield to serve as a lead blocker. Head coach Fairbanks and offensive coordinator Barry Switzer were among the early adopters of the wishbone and used it to widespread success in Norman. Their 1970 team tied an Alabama squad that also used the wishbone in the Astro-Bluebonnet Bowl. During the next season, the Sooners beat No. 17 USC, No. 3 Texas and No. 6 Colorado in consecutive weeks. After these wins, Oklahoma was ranked second in the country ahead of a "Game of the Century" matchup against top-ranked Nebraska. On November 25, Nebraska edged Oklahoma, 35–31, Oklahoma's only loss of the season. Nebraska went on to win the national championship with a 13–0 record, while Oklahoma went on to beat No. 5 Auburn in the Sugar Bowl to finish the season ranked second. Led by quarterback Jack Mildren and running back Greg Pruitt, Oklahoma's wishbone offense averaged 44.5 points per game, at the time the second most in team history. The offense gained 472.36 rushing yards per game, an FBS record that still stands. Pruitt averaged nine yards per carry, and Mildren's performance led to his adopting the moniker "the Godfather of the Wishbone." In 1972, the Sooners went 11–1, finishing the year at No. 2 after a Sugar Bowl victory over Penn State. Following the season, Fairbanks left Oklahoma to become the head coach of the New England Patriots.

Barry Switzer era (1973–1988)

Switzer ascended to head coach following the departure of Fairbanks. His tenure began with a scandal when the university self-reported violations involving the alteration of a player's high school transcript. Although the Sooners forfeited eight games from the 1972 season, the university now recognizes the wins, and the Big Eight Conference championship won that year. The Big Eight punished the team with a two-year bowl ban beginning in 1973 and a two-year ban on television appearances beginning in 1974. During the next three years, while the bans were in place, Oklahoma went 32–1–1 and won three straight conference championships. They claimed back-to-back national championships in 1974 and 1975, the two years in which they could not appear on television during the regular season. As it was a postseason game, NBC did air Oklahoma's 1976 Orange Bowl win over Michigan, which secured the team's fifth national championship. Oklahoma performed exceptionally well during their probation. In 1973, the Sooners had seven ranked teams on their 11-game schedule and beat six of them, tying No. 1 USC and finishing the year undefeated. In 1974, the run-heavy wishbone offense averaged 43 points per game and set an FBS record that still stands with 73.91 rushing attempts per game. In both 1974 and 1975, the team had six players rush for over 300 yards, with Joe Washington earning All-America honors in both seasons as the team's rushing leader. Additionally, due to the frequency of quarterback rushes in the wishbone, signal caller Steve Davis rushed for more yards than he passed in both seasons.

Following the 1975 season, several key players left the team. Defensive tackle Lee Roy Selmon was selected first overall in the 1976 NFL Draft, and Washington was taken three picks later. Davis departed and was replaced at quarterback by Dean Blevins, who was unable to match his predecessor's contributions in the running game. In 1978, Oklahoma would get their third Heisman Trophy winner in running back Billy Sims, who rushed for 1,896 yards and broke the Big Eight regular season rushing record. The Sooners finished third in the final AP poll after an Orange Bowl victory over Nebraska, the closest they came to a national championship in the second half of the 1970s. Despite never losing more than two games in any season during these years, Oklahoma never finished in the top two in the final AP poll. During the 1970s, Switzer's teams went 73–7–2 in seven years, and the Sooners won the Big Eight every year from 1972 to 1980. However, during the early 1980s, the team's performance worsened. They lost four games each in 1981, 1982, and 1983. In 1984, the team improved to 9–2–1 and defeated Nebraska when the Cornhuskers were ranked No. 1 in the country. The win allowed Oklahoma to claim a share of the conference championship and receive an Orange Bowl bid against Washington, which they subsequently lost. Switzer's teams returned to contention for the national championship during the next three seasons, earning an 11–1 record and a Big Eight title in each. However, in all three years, the Sooners lost to Miami, directly costing them the opportunity to win at least one championship. In 1985, the Sooners won the national championship despite their loss, rebounding to defeat top-ranked Penn State in the Orange Bowl. In 1986, the Sooners won another Orange Bowl but finished No. 3 behind Penn State and Miami, who had faced each other for the championship in the Fiesta Bowl with the Nittany Lions emerging victorious. 1987 saw the Sooners play in two No. 1 vs. No. 2 games in a row, defeating top-ranked Nebraska to end their regular season undefeated before facing Miami the Orange Bowl to decide the national title. No. 2 Miami defeated the Sooners, who had risen to the top of the polls following the Nebraska game, 20–14. In 1988, the Sooners finished 9–3, with highlights including a 70–24 win against Kansas State in which the team rushed for 768 yards, which remains an FBS record.

Switzer's tenure ended in scandal. After the 1988 season, the NCAA placed the Sooners on probation for violating several rules, including offering improper benefits to players and recruits. In one example, a recruit was offered $1,000 to enroll at the university. It was determined that Switzer had personally paid for rental cars for students entertaining recruits on campus. Meanwhile, several of his players were in trouble with the law. Despite knowing that certain players had problems with alcohol or drugs, Switzer had recruited them anyway due to their talent. Notable players Charles Thompson and Brian Bosworth were found to be involved with drugs or steroids. Switzer's home was robbed in 1989, and Thompson was alleged to be one of the burglars. On multiple occasions, players were caught attempting to sell cocaine to undercover agents. A shooting and a gang rape took place in the athletic dorm within eight days of each other; two players were later convicted for the rape. Former Sooner Jim Riley later said that amid the turmoil, "Barry was just trying to keep it together." The probation lasted three years, including a two-year bowl ban, a one-year television ban, and a two-year reduction in scholarships. Facing immense pressure to resign, Switzer stepped down as head coach in 1989. He finished his tenure in Norman with a 157–29–4 record, an .837 winning percentage, 12 conference championships, and three national titles.

Gibbs, Schnellenberger, and Blake (1989–1998)

Switzer's ouster marked the beginning of what Stan Dorsey, writing for The Sporting News, called "a pratfall of unspeakable scope and unfathomable dimension" for the Sooners. Defensive coordinator Gary Gibbs was promoted to head coach. Dorsey characterized Gibbs as being uncomfortable around alumni and the media, as well as being a head coach in general. During his six-year tenure, while Oklahoma attempted to recover from probation, the team finished a combined 44–23–2, never reaching higher than second in the conference or No. 16 in the final AP poll. Gibbs punctuated a middling record with losses to Oklahoma's rivals; the Sooners went a combined 2–15–1 against Texas, Nebraska, and Colorado during his tenure. He announced his resignation prior to the end of the 1994 season.

Gibbs was replaced by Howard Schnellenberger, whose resume included a national championship at Miami. Convinced that the 1994 Copper Bowl loss to BYU was "clearly the lowest point in the great history of Oklahoma football," Schnellenberger sought to reshape the program, beginning by ordering files from previous seasons to be thrown out. Instead, they were archived without his knowledge. Schnellenberger often said that "they will write books and make movies about my time [at Oklahoma]," and his first team started out well. The Sooners rose to No. 10 in the AP poll after three wins to begin the 1995 season, but a home loss to fourth-ranked Colorado started a 2–5–1 stretch to finish the year. The season ended with shutout losses to Oklahoma State and national champions Nebraska. Schnellenberger resigned after one season in Norman, having failed to live up to his own expectations for success.

Oklahoma then hired former player John Blake as head coach. Although he was Switzer's preferred candidate, Blake had very little experience, having never previously held a head coach or coordinator position. In the 101 years preceding Blake's hire, Oklahoma had nine losing seasons. Under Blake, the Sooners had three losing seasons in three years. The team's eight losses in 1996 set a team record that was matched the following season. Blake's 12–22 record gave him the worst winning percentage of any Oklahoma head coach since the single-game tenure of John A. Harts in 1895. He was fired after presiding over the worst three-year stretch in team history. Despite his poor record as head coach, Blake contributed to success after his tenure by recruiting several players who would help achieve more favorable results for his successor. Future NFL players Roy Williams and Rocky Calmus were key starters on teams that returned the Sooners to national prominence under Bob Stoops.

Bob Stoops era (1999–2016)

Under pressure to find a head coach who would turn the program around, athletic director Joe Castiglione vetted each candidate personally. He eventually selected Stoops, then the defensive coordinator at Florida, who improved the Sooners to 7–5 in his first season.

Perennial BCS contention

Oklahoma began the 2000 season ranked No. 19 in the AP poll, their first preseason AP poll appearance in five years. After a 4–0 start, the Sooners defeated No. 11 Texas 63–14; running back Quentin Griffin broke a school record with six rushing touchdowns in the game. The next week, the Sooners beat No. 2 Kansas State 41–31, then defeated top-ranked Nebraska 31–14 two weeks later. The Sooners finished the regular season undefeated and beat Kansas State in the conference championship game to win their first conference title since 1987. In the years since that victory, the Big Eight had dissolved and the Sooners had joined its successor conference, the Big 12. Additionally, the BCS format had been established, with each season culminating in a national championship game between the top two teams in the system's rankings. Oklahoma was ranked No. 1 following the conference championship win and played Florida State in the Orange Bowl for the BCS title. The Sooners defeated the heavily favored Seminoles 13–2 to claim the school's seventh national championship. The team produced consensus All-Americans for the first time since 1988, including quarterback Josh Heupel, who finished runner-up for the Heisman in one of the closest votes in the award's history to that point. The influence of John Blake's recruiting classes on the championship would be a difficult question for Stoops, even years after the title. More than half of the 2000 team's starters were recruited by Blake, although Stoops brought in the quarterback (Heupel) and running back (Griffin). Despite continued success throughout the rest of his tenure in Norman, Stoops never won another national championship after 2000.

The following years saw Oklahoma contend for conference and national championships while qualifying for major bowl games. In 2001, after rivalry losses to Nebraska and Oklahoma State, Oklahoma did not earn a spot in the conference championship game, but the Sooners were granted a Cotton Bowl Classic berth, their first in school history, against unranked Arkansas and won 10–3. In 2002, the Sooners won the Big 12 and advanced to the Rose Bowl for the first time, defeating No. 7 Washington State 34–14. Oklahoma went undefeated in the regular season in both 2003 and 2004. 2003 included a 77–0 defeat of 2003 Texas A&M and a 65–13 defeat of Texas, the latter being the biggest win in Red River Showdown history. Led by Heisman Trophy winner Jason White, the team was ranked No. 1 in every AP poll of the season until an upset in the Big 12 Championship Game by Kansas State dropped them to third. However, the Sooners were ranked first in the BCS rankings and were thus able to play for the national championship in the Sugar Bowl. They were defeated 21–14 by LSU. White, a Tuttle, Oklahoma native, threw for 3,846 yards and 40 touchdowns in his Heisman campaign but was kept in check by the LSU defense, completing just over 35 percent of his passes and throwing two interceptions. The next year, freshman running back Adrian Peterson emerged as a star with 1,925 yards and 15 touchdowns on the ground. The AP, Coaches Poll, and BCS all ranked USC at No. 1 and Oklahoma at No. 2 in every poll of the season until the two undefeated conference champions met in the Orange Bowl for the national championship. Oklahoma would lose their second straight national championship game, and Peterson would finish second in Heisman voting behind USC quarterback Matt Leinart. Following the season, several key players departed as 10 Sooners were selected in the 2005 NFL Draft, more than any other school.

Postseason letdowns

The 2005 season saw Oklahoma fall out of the AP poll for the first time since the 1999 season en route to an 8–4 record and a Holiday Bowl victory over No. 6 Oregon. In both 2006 and 2007, the Sooners won the Big 12 but suffered upset losses in their bowl games. In the 2007 Fiesta Bowl, the Sooners lost a back-and-forth game in overtime when Boise State executed a Statue of Liberty play on a two-point conversion attempt to win 43–42. Oklahoma qualified for the Fiesta Bowl again the following year and were favored against West Virginia, however, a 48–28 loss ended their season. Prior to the 2007 season, the NCAA announced sanctions due to violations committed by players on the 2005 team who had been paid for unperformed work at a Norman car dealership. The NCAA found Oklahoma guilty of a "failure to monitor" the improper employment benefits and punished the team by vacating its victories from the 2005 season. However, in 2008, the NCAA partially reversed its decision and reinstated the vacated wins. At the end of the 2008 regular season, the Big 12 South finished in a three-way tie between Oklahoma, Texas, and Texas Tech, with each team having suffered one loss at the hands of another. As the team with the highest BCS ranking, Oklahoma advanced to the conference championship game on a tiebreaker. The Sooners won the game, and quarterback Sam Bradford won the Heisman Trophy. His 53 combined passing and rushing touchdowns are tied for the most ever in a Heisman campaign. The Sooners advanced to the BCS National Championship Game but were defeated by Florida.

Late Stoops era

After a Fiesta Bowl victory in 2010, the Sooners, led by Stoops and new co-offensive coordinator Josh Heupel, were ranked No. 1 in the polls to start the 2011 season. After maintaining their ranking for three weeks, the Sooners achieved their 100th No. 1 ranking in the AP poll, becoming the first team to accomplish the feat since the poll began in 1936. 2011 marked the final time that the Sooners were ranked No. 1 under Stoops. However, Oklahoma remained competitive throughout the rest of the BCS era, including a 2014 Sugar Bowl win over defending national champions Alabama in their last game before the introduction of the College Football Playoff. Under this system, four teams are selected to compete in yearly national semifinal games in which the winners advance to the national championship game. The Sooners received their first playoff berth in 2015 and subsequently lost 37–17 to Clemson in their semifinal game, the Orange Bowl. Despite winning the Big 12 in 2016, Oklahoma lost two regular season games and did not make the playoffs. They defeated Auburn in the Sugar Bowl, 35–19. In 2017, Stoops announced that he was stepping down as head coach, with offensive coordinator Lincoln Riley immediately appointed as his replacement. Stoops said that he felt that the time was right to retire, with a source indicating to Gene Wojciechowski of ESPN that Stoops wanted to leave on his own terms while he still could, without the university or his health forcing him to step aside. During his tenure in Norman, Stoops produced a 190–48 (.798) record, 10 conference titles, and a school-record 18 bowl game appearances. His 2008 team scored the most points in college football history to that point, averaging over 51 per game. In 2021, he was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame.

Riley and Venables (2017–present)

In his first season, Riley led the Sooners to 12 wins, beating the 10-win record held by Chuck Fairbanks and Barry Switzer for most victories by a first-year coach in program history. The Sooners entered the playoff against Georgia in the Rose Bowl, losing 54–48 in double overtime. 2017 was the first of three consecutive 12–2 seasons for the Sooners under Riley, however, each ended in a College Football Playoff semifinal loss. As of the end of the 2022 season, Oklahoma has a 0–4 playoff record and more playoff appearances without a win than any other FBS team. However, the Sooners did win the 2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020 Big 12 Championship Games during Riley's tenure. Under Riley, the Sooners had two consecutive Heisman Trophy winners who became No. 1 overall picks in the NFL Draft. In 2017, Baker Mayfield broke his own FBS record for single season passing efficiency while throwing for over 4,600 yards and 43 touchdowns. He was selected first overall in the 2018 NFL Draft. The following season, ex-Texas A&M starter Kyler Murray topped Mayfield's passing efficiency mark and became the seventh Heisman winner in program history. He was selected first overall in the 2019 NFL Draft. To replace Murray for the 2019 season, Riley turned to ex-Alabama starter Jalen Hurts. The Sooners lost 63–28 to eventual national champion LSU in the Peach Bowl, and Hurts finished second in Heisman voting to LSU quarterback Joe Burrow. As of the end of the 2022 season, Mayfield, Murray, and Hurts collectively own four of the top 12 passing efficiency seasons in FBS history.

Prior to the end of the 2021 season, Riley accepted the head coach position at USC, becoming the first head coach to leave Oklahoma for a different job since Chuck Fairbanks in 1973. Chuck Carlton, writing for The Dallas Morning News, said that the departure "blindsided most of the college football world." During his tenure at Norman, Riley compiled a 55–10 (.846) record and achieved the highest winning percentage of any coach in program history. Bob Stoops was named interim head coach for the team's Alamo Bowl appearance and led the Sooners to a victory. Clemson defensive coordinator Brent Venables, who had once held the same position at Oklahoma under Stoops, was hired as Riley's replacement. In his first year at the helm, the Sooners finished 6–7, their season punctuated by a 49–0 loss to Texas, Oklahoma's worst loss in Red River Showdown history and the biggest shutout loss that the Sooners have ever suffered.
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​National championships


[image: ]






	Season

	Coach

	Record

	Bowl

	Opponent

	Result

	Final AP

	Final Coaches'




	1950

	Bud Wilkinson

	10–1

	Sugar Bowl

	Kentucky

	L 7–13

	No. 1

	No. 1




	1955

	11–0

	Orange Bowl

	Maryland

	W 20–6




	1956

	10–0

	No Bowl

	
	



	1974

	Barry Switzer

	11–0

	No Bowl

	
	Probation

	
–
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	1975

	11–1

	Orange Bowl

	Michigan

	W 14–6

	No. 1




	1985

	11–1

	Orange Bowl

	Penn State

	W 25–10




	2000

	Bob Stoops

	13–0

	Orange Bowl (BCS National Championship Game)

	Florida State

	W 13–2
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​​Notable Coaches
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Benny Owen served as the head football coach at Washburn College, now Washburn University, in 1900, at Bethany College in Lindsborg, Kansas, from 1902 to 1904, and at the University of Oklahoma from 1905 to 1926, compiling a career college football record of 155–60–19. Owen was also the head basketball coach at Oklahoma from 1908 to 1921, tallying a mark of 113–49, and the head baseball coach at the school from 1906 to 1922, amassing a record of 142–102–4. He was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as a coach in 1951.




	Year

	Team

	Overall

	Conference

	Standing




	1905

	Oklahoma

	7–2

	
	



	1906

	Oklahoma

	5–2–2

	
	



	1907

	Oklahoma

	4–4

	
	



	1908

	Oklahoma

	8–1–1

	
	



	1909

	Oklahoma

	6–4

	
	



	1910

	Oklahoma

	4–2–1

	
	



	1911

	Oklahoma

	8–0

	
	



	1912

	Oklahoma

	5–4

	
	



	1913

	Oklahoma

	6–2

	
	



	1914

	Oklahoma

	9–1–1

	
	



	1915

	Oklahoma

	10–0

	3–0

	1st




	1916

	Oklahoma

	6–5

	2–1

	T–3rd




	1917

	Oklahoma

	6–4–1

	1–1–1

	T–3rd




	1918

	Oklahoma

	6–0

	2–0

	T–1st




	1919

	Oklahoma

	5–2–3

	2–1

	



	1920

	Oklahoma

	6–0–1

	4–0–1

	1st




	1921

	Oklahoma

	5–3

	2–3

	T–7th




	1922

	Oklahoma

	2–3–3

	1–2–2

	5th




	1923

	Oklahoma

	3–5

	2–4

	6th




	1924

	Oklahoma

	2–5–1

	2–3–1

	6th




	1925

	Oklahoma

	4–3–1

	3–3–1

	T–5th




	1926

	Oklahoma

	5–2–1

	3–2–1

	5th




	
	Total:

	122–54–16

	27–20–7
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Owen was born in Chicago, Illinois, in 1875 and his family moved to St. Louis, Missouri when he was 12. After he finished school, his family moved again, this time to Arkansas City, Kansas. There Owen served as an apprentice to a local doctor for three years. He then enrolled in the University of Kansas in 1897 to pursue his medical studies and he soon discovered his knack for football. Owen played football at Kansas under two excellent but contrasting coaches. Wylie G. Woodruff, an All-American player from the University of Pennsylvania came to Kansas to coach football in the fall of 1897. Owen got a part-time job working as a medical assistant for Woodruff and it was Woodruff who encouraged Owen to try out for the Kansas football team. Owen played under Woodruff for two seasons. Woodruff specialized in a tough, hard-hitting style of football. Woodruff’s message to his players was "hurdle the wounded, step on the dead." Woodruff was released at the end of the 1898 season and Kansas hired Fielding H. Yost from the University of Nebraska. Unlike Woodruff, Yost's style of football was based on innovation, speed, and cunning. Owen was the star quarterback for Yost's undefeated 1899 team.

Owen took over the Oklahoma football team in 1905, succeeding one-year coach Fred Ewing. He stepped in and immediately turned the fledgling team around, giving Oklahoma its very first win over the rival Texas Longhorns. Owen was loved by the players as he regularly would involve himself in scrimmages when he felt his players were lagging. Owen's first two years in Oklahoma were spent back and forth between Norman and Arkansas City. Due to a reduced financial budget, Owen only remained on campus during the football season. In 1907, Owen lost his right arm in a hunting accident. Owen was fired by the state legislature. They believed his salary of $3,500 (equivalent to $93,752 in 2021) was far too great for an athletics coach and used the loss of his arm as an excuse for dismissal. They recommended he be terminated and shortly thereafter, he was. However, when Brooks heard of this news, he quickly got the decision rescinded. Owens did not learn of his "dismissal" until a week after his "re-hiring." Early in Owen's tenure as head coach, funding for athletic teams was very much an issue. Due to the costs involved in travel, Owen's teams would regularly go out on long, grueling road trips. In 1905, his Sooners played three games in five days and in 1909 they played three games in six days. Owen is also known for introducing the forward pass to football in the Southwestern United States. This allowed his team to quickly score against lesser opponents. In 1911, his team defeated Kingfisher College, 104–0. 

[image: Bud Wilkinson dies]Bud Wilkinson {1947-1963} 

He served as the head football coach at the University of Oklahoma from 1947 to 1963, compiling a record of 145–29–4. His Oklahoma Sooners won three national championships (1950, 1955, and 1956) and 14 conference titles. Between 1953 and 1957, Wilkinson's Oklahoma squads won 47 straight games, a record that still stands at the highest level of college football. After retiring from coaching following the 1963 season, Wilkinson entered politics and, in 1965, became a broadcaster with ABC Sports. He returned to coaching in 1978, helming the St. Louis Cardinals of the National Football League (NFL) for two seasons. Wilkinson was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as a coach in 1969.

Wilkinson's mother died when he was seven, and his father sent him to the Shattuck School in Faribault, Minnesota, where he excelled in five sports and graduated in 1933. He enrolled at the University of Minnesota, where, as a guard and quarterback for head coach Bernie Bierman, Wilkinson helped lead the Golden Gophers to three consecutive national championships from 1934 to 1936. He also played ice hockey for the University of Minnesota. Following his graduation in 1937 with a degree in English, he led the College All-Stars to a 6–0 victory over the defending NFL champion Green Bay Packers in Chicago on August 31. He was drafted in the third round of the 1937 NFL Draft.

He became an assistant coach at Syracuse University and later at his alma mater, Minnesota. In 1943, he joined the U.S. Navy, where he was an assistant to Don Faurot with the Iowa Pre-Flight Seahawks football team. He served as a hangar deck officer on the USS Enterprise. Following World War II, Jim Tatum, the new head coach at the University of Oklahoma, persuaded Wilkinson to join his staff in 1946. After one season in Norman, Tatum left the Sooners for the University of Maryland. The 31-year-old Wilkinson was named head football coach and athletic director of the Sooners. In his first season as head coach in 1947, Wilkinson led Oklahoma to a 7–2–1 record and a share of the conference championship, the first of 13 consecutive Big Six/Seven/Eight Conference titles. Ultimately, Wilkinson became one of the most celebrated college coaches of all time. His teams captured national championships in 1950, 1955, and 1956, and they amassed a 145–29–4 (.826) overall record. He got OU football placed on major NCAA probation twice in a five-year span (1955 and 1960) for illegally paying players out of a $125,000 slush fund for a decade and a half after World War II ended. 

The centerpiece of his time in Norman was a 47-game winning streak from 1953 to 1957, an NCAA Division I record that still stands. It has been moderately threatened only four times: by North Dakota State in Division I FCS (39 wins, 2017–2021), Toledo (35 wins, 1969–1971), Miami (FL) (34 wins, 2000–2003), and USC (34 wins, 2003–2005). Earlier, the Sooners ran off 31 consecutive wins from 1948 to 1950. Apart from two losses in 1951, Wilkinson's Sooners did not lose more than one game per season for 11 years between 1948 and 1958, going 107–8–2 over that period. His teams also went 12 consecutive seasons (1947–1958) without a loss in conference play, a streak which has never been seriously threatened. Wilkinson did not suffer his first conference loss until 1959 against Nebraska, his 79th conference game. Wilkinson suffered only one losing season, in 1960. However, that season saw him pass Bennie Owen to become the winningest coach in Sooner history. He has since been passed by Barry Switzer and Bob Stoops. While coaching at OU, Wilkinson began writing a weekly newsletter to alumni during the season, to keep them interested in Sooner football. He also became the first football coach to host his own television show. He and Michigan State University coach Duffy Daugherty partnered to sponsor a series of clinics for high school coaches nationwide. Later, they turned their clinics into a profitable business. Following the 1963 season, his 17th at Oklahoma, Wilkinson retired from coaching at the age of 47. Along with Owen, Switzer, and Stoops, he is one of four football coaches to win over 100 games at the University of Oklahoma.




	Year

	Team

	Overall

	Conference

	Standing

	Bowl

	Coaches

	AP Poll




	1947

	Oklahoma

	7–2–1

	4–0–1

	1st

	
	
	16




	1948

	Oklahoma

	10–1

	5–0

	1st

	W Sugar

	
	5




	1949

	Oklahoma

	11–0

	5–0

	1st

	W Sugar

	
	2




	1950

	Oklahoma

	10–1

	6–0

	1st

	L Sugar

	1

	1




	1951

	Oklahoma

	8–2

	6–0

	1st

	
	11

	10




	1952

	Oklahoma

	8–1–1

	5–0–1

	1st

	
	4

	4




	1953

	Oklahoma

	9–1–1

	6–0

	1st

	W Orange

	5

	4




	1954

	Oklahoma

	10–0

	6–0

	1st

	
	3

	3




	1955

	Oklahoma

	11–0

	6–0

	1st

	W Orange

	1

	1




	1956

	Oklahoma

	10–0

	6–0

	1st

	
	1

	1




	1957

	Oklahoma

	10–1

	6–0

	1st

	W Orange

	4

	4




	1958

	Oklahoma

	10–1

	7–0

	1st

	W Orange

	5

	5




	1959

	Oklahoma

	7–3

	6–1

	1st

	
	15

	15




	1960

	Oklahoma

	3–6–1

	2–4–1

	5th

	
	
	



	1961

	Oklahoma

	5–5

	4–3

	4th

	
	
	



	1962

	Oklahoma

	8–3

	7–0

	1st

	L Orange

	7

	8




	1963

	Oklahoma

	8–2

	6–1

	2nd

	
	8

	9




	
	
	145–29–4

	93–9–3

	
	
	
	






––––––––

[image: ]


| Page

[image: Let's hang half a hundred on 'em" -Barry Switzer, 3 National Championships  | Barry switzer, Oklahoma football, College football coaches]Barry Switzer {1973-1988} 

He served for 16 years as head football coach at the University of Oklahoma and four years as head coach of the Dallas Cowboys of the National Football League (NFL). He won three national championships at Oklahoma and led the Cowboys to win Super Bowl XXX against the Pittsburgh Steelers. He has one of the highest winning percentages of any college football coach in history and is one of only three head coaches to win both a college football national championship and a Super Bowl, the others being Jimmy Johnson and Pete Carroll.

Switzer was born on October 5, 1937, in Crossett, Arkansas, to parents Frank Mays Switzer and Mary Louise Switzer. Barry and his younger brother, Donnie, were at home in rural Ashley County, Arkansas with their mother and father when, in early February 1954, it was raided by the Arkansas Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission and the Arkansas State Police. The commission and the State Police found untaxed contraband liquor in the home. Frank made bond but was later tried and convicted of illegal trafficking in alcohol for purposes of re-sale ("bootlegging"). He was sentenced to a term of five years in prison, but that conviction was reversed upon appeal. Frank did serve five months of that term, and as a result, missed seeing Barry play his senior season of high school football. Barry accepted an athletic scholarship and played football at the University of Arkansas, where he joined Pi Kappa Alpha. During his senior season of 1959, he was one of the Razorbacks' "Tri-Captains", leading Arkansas to a 9–2 record, a share of the Southwest Conference championship, a victory over Georgia Tech in the 1960 Gator Bowl, and a No. 9 final ranking in the polls, all in Frank Broyles second season as head coach. After graduation, he did a brief stint in the U.S. Army and then returned to Arkansas as an assistant coach under Broyles.

Following the 1966 season, Switzer moved to the University of Oklahoma as an assistant coach under new head coach and good friend, Jim Mackenzie. After Mackenzie died of a heart attack following spring practice of 1967, Switzer continued as an assistant under former University of Houston assistant and new Oklahoma head coach Chuck Fairbanks. Switzer made a name for himself when he was OU's offensive coordinator by perfecting the wishbone offense and developing it into the most prolific rushing offense in college football history. Under Switzer, the Sooners set an NCAA rushing record of 472 yards per game in 1971 and scored over 500 points in two different seasons, 1971 and 1986. When Fairbanks accepted the position of head coach of the New England Patriots following the 1972 season, Switzer was the obvious choice to succeed him. Switzer became head coach at Oklahoma in 1973. Prior to Fairbanks' departure, he interviewed for the vacant head coaching positions at Michigan State and SMU. He was so successful that by his seventh season in 1979, the St. Petersburg Times wrote that Switzer was the high priest of what Billy Sims, who won the Heisman Trophy in 1978, described as the church of OU football. Switzer led the team to undefeated seasons in 1973 and 1974. Oklahoma won national championships in 1974, 1975 and 1985 under Switzer's leadership. The team won or shared in the Big Eight Conference championship every year from 1973 to 1980. During his sixteen years as head coach at Oklahoma, his teams won eight of the thirteen post-season bowl games they played in, and 54 of his players were selected as All-Americans.

In 1989, Oklahoma was placed on probation by the NCAA amidst several scandals involving Oklahoma players, including Charles Thompson's arrest for soliciting cocaine to undercover FBI agents. One of the players Switzer and his staff illegally paid money to was Hart Lee Dykes. OU booster, Bill Lambert, illegally paid between 100 and 150 OU football players. OU recruiting coordinator, Shirley Vaughan, illegally paid dozens of OU football players through a ticket scalping scheme. OU 1985 national championship members Keith Jackson, Jamelle Holieway and Brian Bosworth all openly admitted to accepting illegal payments during their time at OU. In 1989, after sixteen years as Oklahoma's head coach, Switzer chose to resign. Switzer succeeded in getting the better of several famous contemporaries, including a 12–5 mark against Tom Osborne, 5–3 against Jimmy Johnson, 3–0 against Bobby Bowden, 3-0-1 against Darrell Royal and 1–0 against Joe Paterno, Bo Schembechler, and Woody Hayes. Along with Bennie Owen, Bud Wilkinson, and Bob Stoops, he is one of four coaches to win over 100 games at the University of Oklahoma.




	Year

	Team

	Overall

	Conference

	Standing

	Bowl

	Coaches

	AP Poll




	1973

	Oklahoma

	10–0–1

	7–0

	1st

	
	2

	3




	1974

	Oklahoma

	11–0

	7–0

	1st

	
	
	1




	1975

	Oklahoma

	11–1

	6–1

	T–1st

	W Orange

	1

	1




	1976

	Oklahoma

	9–2–1

	5–2

	T–1st

	W Fiesta

	6

	5




	1977

	Oklahoma

	10–2

	7–0

	1st

	L Orange

	6

	7




	1978

	Oklahoma

	11–1

	6–1

	T–1st

	W Orange

	3

	3




	1979

	Oklahoma

	11–1

	7–0

	1st

	W Orange

	3

	3




	1980

	Oklahoma

	10–2

	7–0

	1st

	W Orange

	3

	3




	1981

	Oklahoma

	7–4–1

	4–2–1

	2nd

	W Sun

	14

	20




	1982

	Oklahoma

	8–4

	6–1

	2nd

	L Fiesta

	16

	16




	1983

	Oklahoma

	8–4

	5–2

	T–2nd

	
	
	



	1984

	Oklahoma

	9–2–1

	6–1

	T–1st

	L Orange

	6

	6




	1985

	Oklahoma

	11–1

	7–0

	1st

	W Orange

	1

	1




	1986

	Oklahoma

	11–1

	7–0

	1st

	W Orange

	3

	3




	1987

	Oklahoma

	11–1

	7–0

	1st

	L Orange

	3

	3




	1988

	Oklahoma

	9–3

	6–1

	2nd

	L Florida Citrus

	14

	14




	
	Total:

	157–29–4

	100–11–1

	
	
	
	






Bob Stoops {1999-2016} 

[image: Bob Stoops Through the Years]He was the head football coach at the University of Oklahoma from 1999 through the 2016 season, and on an interim basis during the 2021 Alamo Bowl. He led the Oklahoma Sooners to a record of 191–48 over his career. His 2000 Oklahoma Sooners football team won the 2001 Orange Bowl, which served as the BCS National Championship Game, and earned a consensus national championship. Since 2020, Stoops has been a head coach with the XFL, coaching the Arlington Renegades in 2020 and has been re-signed for 2023. Stoops played college football at the University of Iowa as a defensive back from 1979 to 1982. Prior to his tenure at Oklahoma, he held various assistant coaching positions at the University of Iowa, Kent State University, Kansas State University, and the University of Florida. Stoops was awarded the Paul "Bear" Bryant Award in 2000 and the Walter Camp Coach of the Year Award in both 2000 and 2003. Stoops has been nicknamed "Big Game Bob" by both supporters and detractors. Stoops was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as a coach in 2021.

Stoops is one of six children born to Ron Sr. and Evelyn "Dee Dee" Stoops in Youngstown, Ohio. He is a 1978 graduate of Cardinal Mooney High School, where his father was the long-time defensive coordinator of the football team. Bob and his three brothers (Ron Jr., Mike, and Mark) were all coached by Ron Sr. at Mooney. During a game in 1988 against the team coached by Ron Jr., Ron Sr. began experiencing chest pains. He was placed in an ambulance following the game and died en route to the hospital. While at Iowa, Stoops was a four-year starter, and one-time All-Big Ten selection at defensive back at the University of Iowa. He was named Team MVP in 1982.

The University of Oklahoma named Stoops its head coach in 1999. OU won seven games in Stoops' first year, taking the Sooners to their first bowl game since the 1994 season. In his 18 years as head coach of the Sooners, Stoops had a combined record of 190–48 (.798). On November 16, 2013, Stoops notched his 157th win as Oklahoma's head coach with a victory over Iowa State, tying him with Barry Switzer for the most wins in Sooners history. A week later, on November 23, 2013, he surpassed Switzer's record with a 41–31 victory over Kansas State. Stoops accumulated a home winning streak of 39 consecutive games from 2005 to 2011. The streak ended on October 22, 2011 when Texas Tech defeated Oklahoma 41–38. He also had the most wins of the decade of any BCS school with 110 (2000–2009). Along with Switzer, Bud Wilkinson, and Bennie Owen, he is one of four coaches to win over 100 games at the University of Oklahoma; no other college football program has had more than three coaches accomplish such a feat. Overall, Oklahoma was 4–6 in BCS games and 9–9 in bowl games under Stoops. Stoops, along with Bill Snyder of Kansas State, were among the first to use the JUCO systems of their respective states to help their programs progress. Stoops led the Sooners to the 2000 BCS National Championship and finished the season undefeated, outscoring thirteen opponents by a combined 481–194. His Oklahoma teams again earned the opportunity to play in the BCS National Championship Game in 2004, 2005 and 2009, losing to LSU, 21–14, in the 2004 Sugar Bowl, and to USC, 55–19 in the 2005 Orange Bowl, and Florida, 24–14, in the 2009 BCS National Championship Game. Under Stoops, Oklahoma had four BCS National Championship Game appearances, a record shared with Florida State.

Stoops' teams finished the season ranked in the Top 10 of the polls for 11 of his 18 seasons, seven times finishing in the top five. Stoops led his team to bowl games in each of his 17 years at Oklahoma, ten of which were Bowl Championship Series (BCS) bowls, including the Big 12 Conference's first Rose Bowl victory as the Sooners upended Washington State, 34–14, in the 2003 Rose Bowl. With Oklahoma's victory over Alabama at the 2014 Sugar Bowl, Stoops became the first and only coach to win all four BCS bowl games and a BCS National Championship. Stoops' penchant for winning big games early in his career earned him the nickname "Big Game Bob", From 1999 to 2003, Oklahoma under Stoops was 18–2 (0.900) vs. ranked opponents and 3–1 (0.750) in bowl games, with one national title and three Big 12 titles. Late in the 2003 season, however, Bob's brother Mike Stoops left his position of defensive coordinator and associate head coach at Oklahoma to accept the head coaching job at Arizona. The Sooners promptly lost two games in a row against ranked teams after Mike's departure that season (a 35–7 loss against #13 Kansas State in the Big 12 Title Game, and a 21–14 loss to #3 LSU in the BCS National Title Game). Since then (2004–2016), Stoops' teams went 17–13 vs. ranked opponents, and 3–4 in Bowl Games with no National Titles (although they played for 3 more), and five Big 12 Titles. Stoops' teams did finish with two Heisman Trophy winners during this time, however, and two runners-up. Under Stoops, the Sooners won ten Big 12 Conference championships, the most of any Big 12 team. Oklahoma is also the only Big 12 team to win back-to-back-to-back Big 12 championships. Stoops posted a 121-29 (.807) conference record during his career and was named the Big 12 Coach of the Year six times. In his 18 seasons as Sooners' head coach, Stoops was 11–7 against the Texas Longhorns in the Red River Rivalry. During a five-game winning streak in that rivalry from 2000 to 2004, his Sooners handed the Longhorns two of their worst defeats in school history, 63–14 in 2000[11] and 65–13 in 2003.

On July 11, 2007, Oklahoma was placed on probation for two years by the NCAA for a rules violation involving quarterback Rhett Bomar and offensive lineman JD Quinn, whom the university had previously suspended from the team due to the players' efforts to obtain payment for hours not worked. While the students who violated the rules were reinstated by the NCAA and allowed to play for other schools, the university, which had self-reported the violations, was initially directed to vacate all wins during the 2005–06 season, which included a 17–14 win over the University of Oregon in the Holiday Bowl. Oklahoma appealed the NCAA's ruling of a "failure to monitor" the employment of players in the program, as well as a reduction in scholarships and probation lasting until May, 2010. On February 22, 2008, the NCAA reversed part of the decision and reinstated the vacated wins. Stoops' 2008 team went down in the history books as the highest scoring team in college football history, scoring a total of 716 points, averaging 51 points per game. Over five consecutive games, the Sooners scored 60 points or more, another record (in the game prior to the streak, the Sooners scored 58 points). After a four-week layoff, the offense was held in check against the nation's best defense of the Florida Gators in the National Championship game, scoring only 14 points and committing two turnovers near the Florida goal line. The Sooners were without one of their star offensive playmakers in DeMarco Murray, who sat out with an injury. However, the Sooners' 2008 defense, which was much maligned during the season for allowing a Stoops'-worst 25 points per game average, held the Florida Gators' high-powered Tim Tebow-led offense to only 24 points, 21 points below their season average. Stoops is the only head coach in the BCS era to have won the Rose Bowl, Orange Bowl, Fiesta Bowl, and Sugar Bowl.




	Year

	Team

	Overall

	Conference

	Standing

	Bowl/playoffs

	Coaches

	AP Poll




	1999

	Oklahoma

	7–5

	5–3

	T–2nd (South)

	L Independence

	
	



	2000

	Oklahoma

	13–0

	8–0

	1st (South)

	W Orange

	1

	1




	2001

	Oklahoma

	11–2

	6–2

	2nd (South)

	W Cotton

	6

	6




	2002

	Oklahoma

	12–2

	6–2

	T–1st (South)

	W Rose

	5

	5




	2003

	Oklahoma

	12–2

	8–0

	1st (South)

	L Sugar

	3

	3




	2004

	Oklahoma

	12–1

	8–0

	1st (South)

	L Orange

	3

	3




	2005

	Oklahoma

	8–4

	6–2

	T–2nd (South)

	W Holiday

	22

	22




	2006

	Oklahoma

	11–3

	7–1

	1st (South)

	L Fiesta

	11

	11




	2007

	Oklahoma

	11–3

	6–2

	1st (South)

	L Fiesta

	8

	8




	2008

	Oklahoma

	12–2

	7–1

	T–1st (South)

	L BCS NCG

	5

	5




	2009

	Oklahoma

	8–5

	5–3

	T–3rd (South)

	W Sun

	
	



	2010

	Oklahoma

	12–2

	6–2

	T–1st (South)

	W Fiesta

	6

	6




	2011

	Oklahoma

	10–3

	6–3

	T–3rd

	W Insight

	15

	16




	2012

	Oklahoma

	10–3

	8–1

	T–1st

	L Cotton

	15

	15




	2013

	Oklahoma

	11–2

	7–2

	T–2nd

	W Sugar

	6

	6




	2014

	Oklahoma

	8–5

	5–4

	T–4th

	L Russell Athletic

	
	



	2015

	Oklahoma

	11–2

	8–1

	1st

	L Orange

	5

	5




	2016

	Oklahoma

	11–2

	9–0

	1st

	W Sugar

	3

	5




	2021

	Oklahoma

	1–0

	
	
	W Alamo

	10

	10




	
	Total:

	191–48

	121–29
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College Football Hall-of-Fame

[image: ]




Oklahoma has 29 inductees in the College Football Hall of Fame.




	Name

	Position

	Tenure

	Inducted




	Bennie Owen

	Coach

	1905–1926

	1951




	Biff Jones

	Coach

	1934–1936

	1954




	Claude Reeds

	FB

	1910–1912

	1961




	Bud Wilkinson

	Coach

	1947–1963

	1969




	Forest Geyer

	FB

	1913–1915

	1973




	Billy Vessels

	RB

	1950–1952

	1974




	Jim Owens

	TE

	1946–1949

	1982




	Jim Tatum

	Coach

	1946

	1984




	Tommy McDonald

	WR

	1954–1956

	1985




	Waddy Young

	End

	1936–1938

	1986




	Lee Roy Selmon

	DE

	1972–1975

	1988




	Steve Owens

	RB

	1967–1969

	1991




	Jim Weatherall

	OT

	1949–1951

	1992




	J. D. Roberts

	OG

	1951–1953

	1993




	Billy Sims

	RB

	1975–1978

	1995




	Jerry Tubbs

	C/LB

	1954–1956

	1996




	Greg Pruitt

	RB

	1970–1972

	1999




	Kurt Burris

	C

	1951–1954

	2000




	Keith Jackson

	TE

	1984–1987

	2001




	Barry Switzer

	Coach

	1973–1988

	2001




	Tony Casillas

	DL

	1982–1985

	2004




	Joe Washington

	RB

	1972–1975

	2005




	Tom Brahaney

	C

	1970–1972

	2007




	Clendon Thomas

	RB/DB

	1955–1957

	2011




	Rod Shoate

	LB

	1972–1974

	2013




	Brian Bosworth

	LB

	1984–1986

	2015




	Rickey Dixon

	CB

	1984–1987

	2019




	Bob Stoops

	Coach

	1999–2016

	2021




	Roy Williams

	DB

	1999–2001

	2022







​
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Pro Football Hall-of-Fame
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Tommy McDonald

Wide receiver Tommy McDonald was a third-round draft pick of the Philadelphia Eagles in 1957. An All-America choice at Oklahoma, he won the Maxwell Award in 1956 as college football's player of the year. During his three years of varsity play at Oklahoma, the Sooners never lost a game. A six-time Pro Bowl selection (1959-63 and 1966), McDonald played seven seasons with the Eagles (1957-63), one with the Dallas Cowboys (1964), two with the Los Angeles Rams (1965-66), and one each with the Atlanta Falcons (1967) and the Cleveland Browns (1968). Although he was just 5-9 and 176 pounds, McDonald was extremely durable and missed only three games in his first 11 seasons. He had elusive speed and used his running skills brilliantly after making his catches, finishing his career with an average of 17 yards per catch and 84 touchdowns. A sure-handed receiver, McDonald had few peers when it came to putting the ball in the end zone. In the years 1958-62, he had 56 touchdown receptions in 63 games, including a 35-yard touchdown reception from quarterback Norm Van Brocklin in the 1960 NFL Championship Game in which the Eagles defeated the Green Bay Packers 17-13. His career ratio of touchdowns-to-receptions is an impressive 1 in 5.9. He also caught at least one pass in 93 consecutive games. Used primarily as a kickoff and punt-return specialist during his rookie season, McDonald ranked sixth all-time in receptions (495), fourth in yards receiving (8,410) and second in touchdown catches (84) when he retired following the 1968 season. McDonald, who was born in Roy, New Mexico, had an outstanding season in 1961. Not only did he lead the NFL in reception yardage (1,144) and in touchdowns (13), but in a game against the New York Giants he caught seven passes for 237 yards and two touchdowns, which is still an Eagles' single game best.

Lee Roy Selmon

Lee Roy Selmon, a 6-3, 256-pound consensus All-America in 1975 at the University of Oklahoma, was the first-ever draft pick of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers franchise in 1976. The winner of both the Lombardi and Outland trophies as the outstanding college lineman in 1975, the defensive right end immediately established himself at as the leader of the Buccaneers defensive unit that would eventually produce two NFC Central Division championships in the team's first six seasons. Selmon, who was born in Eufaula, Oklahoma, joined his brother Dewey on the first Tampa Bay team. Dewey, a year older, was a second-round draft pick. A defensive tackle/linebacker, he played in Tampa Bay until 1980. Although he missed six games due to injuries as a rookie, he was named the Bucs' Rookie of the Year and the team's Most Valuable Player. He battled injuries during two of his first three seasons but starting in 1978 he was named first- or second-team All-Pro five times. He also was also All-NFC choice five times and was named to six straight Pro Bowls from 1980 to 1985. With four sacks, he was co-Player of the Game in the 1982 Pro Bowl. Four times the NFL Players Association named Lee Roy the NFC Defensive Lineman of the Year, and he was a unanimous choice as NFL Defensive Player of the Year in 1979. Selmon was a major factor in the Bucs' first winning season, which was concluded with a 9-0 loss to the Los Angeles Rams in the 1979 NFC Championship Game. Lee Roy had 11 sacks and a career-best 117 tackles that year. He had three sacks in one game four times. A back injury, which forced him to miss the entire 1985 season, brought a premature end to his outstanding career.
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National Awards
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	Outland Trophy

	Walter Camp Award




	1951

	Jim Weatherall – T

	1969

	Steve Owens – HB




	1953

	J.D. Roberts – G

	1978

	Billy Sims – HB




	1975

	Lee Roy Selmon – DT

	2000

	Josh Heupel – QB




	1978

	Greg Roberts – G

	2017

	Baker Mayfield – QB




	2004

	Jammal Brown – OT

	
	



	Sporting News Player of the Year

	Lombardi Award




	1952

	Billy Vessels – HB

	1975

	Lee Roy Selmon – DT




	1956

	Tommy McDonald – HB

	1985

	Tony Casillas – NG




	1969

	Steve Owens – HB

	2003

	Tommie Harris – DT




	1978

	Billy Sims – HB

	
	



	2003

	Jason White – QB

	
	



	2008

	Sam Bradford – QB

	
	



	2015

	Baker Mayfield – QB

	
	



	
	Maxwell Award

	
	Dick Butkus Award




	1956

	Tommy McDonald – HB

	1985

	Brian Bosworth




	2004

	Jason White – QB

	1986

	Brian Bosworth




	2017

	Baker Mayfield – QB

	2001

	Rocky Calmus




	
	Chuck Bednarik Award

	2003

	Teddy Lehman




	2003

	Teddy Lehman – LB

	
	



	Jim Thorpe Award

	Davey O'Brien Award




	1987

	Rickey Dixon – DB

	2003

	Jason White




	2000

	Roy Williams – S

	2004

	Jason White




	2003

	Derrick Strait – CB

	2008

	Sam Bradford




	
	
	2017

	Baker Mayfield




	
	
	2018

	Kyler Murray




	AP Player of the Year Award

	Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award




	2000

	Josh Heupel – QB

	2004

	Jason White




	2003

	Jason White – QB

	
	



	2008

	Sam Bradford – QB

	Fred Biletnikoff Award




	2017

	Baker Mayfield – QB

	2016

	Dede Westbrook




	2018

	Kyler Murray – QB

	
	John Mackey Award




	
	Bronko Nagurski Trophy

	2017

	Mark Andrews




	2001

	Roy Williams – S

	
	



	2003

	Derrick Strait – CB
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​College Football Consensus All-Americans
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Oklahoma has had 167 first team All-Americans in its history. 82 of these were consensus, and 35 were unanimous. OU has the most unanimous All-Americans in the history of college football and the most consensus All-Americans since World War II.




	Year

	Name

	Position

	
	Year

	Name

	Position




	1913

	Claude Reeds

	FB

	
	1957

	Clendon Thomas

	HB




	1915

	Forest Geyer

	FB

	
	1957

	Bill Krisher

	G




	1920

	Phil White

	HB

	
	1958

	Bob Harrison

	C




	1920

	Roy Smoot

	OT

	
	1959

	Jerry Thompson

	G




	1927

	Granville Norris

	FB

	
	1962

	Leon Cross

	G




	1934

	Cassius Gentry

	OT

	
	1962

	Wayne Lee

	C




	1935

	J. W. "Dub" Wheeler

	OT

	
	1962

	Joe Don Looney

	HB




	1937

	Pete Smith

	End

	
	1963

	Jim Grisham

	FB




	1938

	Waddy Young

	End

	
	1963

	Ralph Neely

	OT




	1939

	Pop Ivy

	End

	
	1964

	Carl McAdams

	LB




	1939

	Gilford Duggan

	OT

	
	1964

	Ralph Neely

	OT




	1946

	Buddy Burris

	G

	
	1965

	Carl McAdams

	LB




	1946

	Plato Andros

	G

	
	1966

	Granville Liggins

	NG




	1946

	John Rapacz

	C

	
	1967

	Granville Liggins

	NG




	1947

	Buddy Burris

	G

	
	1967

	Bob Kalsu

	OT




	1948

	Buddy Burris

	G

	
	1968

	Steve Owens

	HB




	1948

	Jack Mitchell

	QB

	
	1969

	Steve Zabel

	TE




	1949

	Wade Walker

	OT

	
	1969

	Steve Owens

	HB




	1949

	Stanley West

	G

	
	1969

	Ken Mendenhall

	C




	1949

	Darrell Royal

	QB

	
	1971

	Jack Mildren

	QB




	1949

	Jim Owens

	End

	
	1971

	Tom Brahaney

	C




	1949

	George Thomas

	HB

	
	1971

	Greg Pruitt

	HB




	1950

	Leon Heath

	FB

	
	1972

	Tom Brahaney

	C




	1950

	Jim Weatherall

	OT

	
	1972

	Rod Shoate

	LB




	1950

	Buddy Jones

	S

	
	1972

	Greg Pruitt

	HB




	1950

	Frankie Anderson

	End

	
	1972

	Derland Moore

	OT




	1951

	Jim Weatherall

	OT

	
	1973

	Rod Shoate

	LB




	1951

	Tom Catlin

	C

	
	1973

	Eddie Foster

	OT




	1952

	Tom Catlin

	C

	
	1973

	Lucious Selmon

	NG




	1952

	Eddie Crowder

	QB

	
	1974

	Rod Shoate

	LB




	1952

	Billy Vessels

	HB

	
	1974

	Lee Roy Selmon

	DT




	1952

	Buck McPhail

	FB

	
	1974

	Dewey Selmon

	NG




	1953

	J. D. Roberts

	G

	
	1974

	Tinker Owens

	WR




	1954

	Kurt Burris

	C

	
	1974

	John Roush

	G




	1954

	Max Boydston

	End

	
	1974

	Randy Hughes

	DB




	1955

	Bo Bolinger

	G

	
	1974

	Kyle Davis

	C




	1955

	Tommy McDonald

	HB

	
	1974

	Joe Washington

	HB




	1956

	Jerry Tubbs

	C

	
	1975

	Lee Roy Selmon

	DT




	1956

	Bill Krisher

	G

	
	1975

	Dewey Selmon

	NG




	1956

	Tommy McDonald

	HB

	
	1975

	Terry Webb

	G




	1956

	Ed Gray

	G

	
	1975

	Mike Vaughan

	OT
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	Year

	Name

	Position

	
	Year

	Name

	Position




	1975

	Billy Brooks

	WR

	
	2001

	Jeff Ferguson

	P




	1975

	Jimbo Elrod

	DE

	
	2001

	Roy Williams

	S




	1975

	Tinker Owens

	WR

	
	2002

	Brandon Everage

	S




	1975

	Joe Washington

	HB

	
	2002

	Tommie Harris

	DT




	1976

	Mike Vaughan

	OT

	
	2002

	Teddy Lehman

	LB




	1976

	Zac Henderson

	DB

	
	2003

	Jammal Brown

	OT




	1977

	Zac Henderson

	DB

	
	2003

	Mark Clayton

	WR




	1977

	George Cumby

	LB

	
	2003

	Tommie Harris

	DT




	1977

	Daryl Hunt

	LB

	
	2003

	Teddy Lehman

	LB




	1977

	Greg Roberts

	G

	
	2003

	Antonio Perkins

	RS




	1977

	Reggie Kinlaw

	NG

	
	2003

	Derrick Strait

	CB




	1978

	Greg Roberts

	G

	
	2003

	Jason White

	QB




	1978

	Billy Sims

	HB

	
	2004

	Jammal Brown

	OT




	1978

	Reggie Kinlaw

	NG

	
	2004

	Mark Clayton

	WR




	1978

	Daryl Hunt

	LB

	
	2004

	Vince Carter

	C




	1979

	George Cumby

	LB

	
	2004

	Dan Cody

	DE




	1979

	Billy Sims

	HB

	
	2004

	Adrian Peterson

	RB




	1980

	Terry Crouch

	G

	
	2006

	Rufus Alexander

	LB




	1980

	Louis Oubre

	OT

	
	2007

	Duke Robinson

	OL




	1981

	Terry Crouch

	G

	
	2007

	Curtis Lofton

	LB




	1982

	Rick Bryan

	DT

	
	2008

	Duke Robinson

	OL




	1983

	Rick Bryan

	DT

	
	2008

	Sam Bradford

	QB




	1984

	Tony Casillas

	NG

	
	2008

	Jermaine Gresham

	TE




	1985

	Tony Casillas

	NG

	
	2008

	Gerald McCoy

	DT




	1985

	Brian Bosworth

	LB

	
	2009

	Trent Williams

	OL




	1985

	Kevin Murphy

	DE

	
	2009

	Gerald McCoy

	DT




	1986

	Brian Bosworth

	LB

	
	2010

	Quinton Carter

	S




	1986

	Mark Hutson

	G

	
	2010

	Ryan Broyles

	WR




	1986

	Keith Jackson

	TE

	
	2011

	Ryan Broyles

	WR




	1986

	Anthony Phillips

	G

	
	2013

	Gabe Ikard

	C




	1987

	Keith Jackson

	TE

	
	2015

	Baker Mayfield

	QB




	1987

	Mark Hutson

	G

	
	2015

	Eric Striker

	LB




	1987

	Rickey Dixon

	DB

	
	2016

	Dede Westbrook

	WR




	1987

	Dante Jones

	LB

	
	2017

	Baker Mayfield

	QB




	1987

	Darrell Reed

	DE

	
	2017

	Orlando Brown Jr.

	OL




	1988

	Anthony Phillips

	G

	
	2017

	Mark Andrews

	TE




	1991

	Joe Bowden

	LB

	
	2017

	Ogbonnia Okoronkwo

	LB/DE




	1995

	Cedric Jones

	DE

	
	2018

	Ben Powers

	OL




	2000

	Rocky Calmus

	LB

	
	2018

	Kyler Murray

	QB




	2000

	Josh Heupel

	QB

	
	2018

	Marquise Brown

	WR




	2000

	J. T. Thatcher

	S

	
	2018

	Dru Samia

	OL




	2001

	Rocky Calmus

	LB

	
	2019

	CeeDee Lamb

	WR
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​​Heisman Trophy Winners
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[image: Heisman Memories: Oklahoma Sooners' Billy Vessels Had to Ask, 'What's  That?' - Sports Illustrated Oklahoma Sooners News, Analysis and More]Billy Vessels {1952} 

Vessels led the Oklahoma Sooners to the national championship in 1950, scoring 15 touchdowns. In 1952, he won the Heisman Trophy. Playing under the legendary Bud Wilkinson, he became the first of seven Sooners to win the award. During the 1952 season he rushed for 1,072 yards including seven 100 yard performances, and 17 touchdowns. These achievements led to his induction into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1974. He was also a member of the Sigma Nu fraternity at the University of Oklahoma, along with being a member of the Army Reserve Officers' Training Corps.

[image: Billy Vessels - Heisman]Vessels won Oklahoma’s first Heisman while rushing for over 1,000 yards, the first player to win the trophy while topping that yardage mark. He is also the first T-formation running back to win the Heisman. Born in Cleveland, Okla., Vessels hitchhiked 50 miles on football Saturdays to see Oklahoma A&M play in Stillwater, and he sometimes served as the team’s water boy. But by the time Vessels was a high school football star, the Oklahoma program was thriving in Norman under Bud Wilkinson, and he became a Sooner. Vessels ran for 870 yards and scored 15 touchdowns as a sophomore in 1950 on a consensus national championship team. He missed six games with a broken leg as a junior, then emerged as the nation’s top player as a senior. The 6-foot, 190-pound Vessels might have won the Heisman based on his huge game against Notre Dame in November. The game was telecast nationally and was broadcast on radio by Mel Allen. Vessels ran for 195 yards on 17 carries and scored on a pass reception and two long runs, but he also fumbled late in the game at the Notre Dame 20. Notre Dame, a heavy underdog, won by 27-21, handing Oklahoma its only loss of the season, but Vessels’s performance brought him national acclaim.

Vessels was the first pick of the Baltimore Colts in the first round of the 1953 NFL Draft, but did not join the Colts following the draft, electing instead to play with the Edmonton Eskimos of the then Western Interprovincial Football Union. In 1956, he joined the NFL's Baltimore Colts, the team that had drafted him three years prior. That season, his only for the Colts, he had 11 receptions for 177 yards and a touchdown plus returned 16 kickoffs for 379 yards. Unfortunately, Vessels' professional career in the NFL was cut short by a leg injury.

[image: 1969 Oklahoma Sooners STEVE OWENS Glossy 8x10 Photo Print College Heisman  Trophy | eBay]Steve Owens {1969} 

Born in Gore, Oklahoma, Owens was raised in Miami, Oklahoma. He attended Miami High School, where he was a standout high school football player for the Miami Wardogs. He is in the Miami Wardogs Hall of Fame. There is a sculpture of him by the Wardogs football field. Owens played college football for the University of Oklahoma in Norman from 1967 to 1969. As a senior in 1969, he was recognized as a consensus first-team All-American and became the second Oklahoma Sooner to win the Heisman Trophy. He was selected in the first round of the 1970 NFL Draft by the Detroit Lions, 19th overall, and became the first Lion to rush for over 1,000 yards in a season. 

[image: Owens Statue Unveiling Planned - University of Oklahoma]He was the Sooners' all-time scorer with fifty-seven touchdowns until DeMarco Murray beat his record in 2010 and retains the third highest Sooners career rushing total with 4,041 yards. Owens holds the distinction of executing touchdowns on the first three forward passes of his NCAA career. He also established the career rushing record of 3,867 yards that stood for two years until Ed Marinaro broke it in 1971. His 1967–1969 career points per game record would be broken the following season by Arkansas' Bill Burnett. In 2006, the university erected a bronze statue of Owens on its campus in Heisman Park, commemorating his 1969 award.
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