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I wish to thank everyone who helped me create my first science fiction novel, except for that guy who gave me a one-finger salute in the Walmart parking lot for going so slow.

You’re a butthead, sir!

*WAVES*
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FOREWORD

The Return to Consciousness
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*****
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The two adventurers tried to see what was below as the wind sliced through the clouds. Clouds pooled around the high mountains, changing from pearl white to a mellow yellow, warmly glowing in the summer sunshine.

The red and white striped hot air balloon appeared to scarcely move, even though it was slowly sinking down in the direction of the ocean of white clouds which hung between it and the mountain range below it was leaving the eastern coast of the United States.

The two passengers riding in the basket were insensible. Their faces were suntanned from the direct rays over many days of sunshine. Neither one was much older than twenty-five or twenty-six. Norman Clark was an American Bible salesman with blonde hair and blue eyes, strikingly handsome. He was also a graduate student studying Archeology under Professor William Knight in College Station, Texas. 

One can’t take away the striking good looks of the other Canadian gentleman, Dolph Slaton, who also had blonde hair, a mustache, blue eyes, and an intellectual face. The two became friends in graduate school.

Five years ago, much of this story had its beginning but was put on the back shelf until now. Our two adventurers, Norman Clark and Dolphus Slaton did not immediately find the Lost City of Altinova as portrayed in Book 1 of the Omega Chronicles. Instead, after several mysterious occurrences on Omega Island, our adventures were abandoned for almost three years before the discovery of the mystery behind the odd occurrences that happened on the island.

This book is the prequel to the first book and tells the story of those three years spent by our adventurers before finding the true mystery of Omega Island.
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Chapter One

The Large Sea Turtle


[image: ]




It was exactly eight months since our balloon voyagers were thrown onto Omega Island. During that time, no human beings were discovered, notwithstanding the research and adventurous outings on the island.  Everywhere they looked, no smoke betrayed the presence of any other life on Omega Island. 

Furthermore, in all their hiking over the island, they found no vestiges of any human handiwork that showed either at an early or at a late period, mankind lived on the floating rock. 

Norman and Dolph were compelled to believe that it had never been inhabited. But now, all this scaffolding of reasonings fell before a simple metal ball was found in a wild pig. In fact, it appeared the round lead bullet was issued from a firearm. So, it makes sense that it was a human being who used such a weapon,

When Dolph placed the bullet on the table, Norman looked at it with intense astonishment. Notwithstanding its apparent insignificance, all the consequences likely to result from this matter took possession of their minds. The sudden apparition of some supernatural being couldn’t have startled them more thoroughly.

Norman Clark didn’t hesitate to give his utterance to the suggestions, at once surprising and unexpected, could not fail to raise in his thoughts in his mind. First, he took the small round lead bullet and turned it over and over between his fingers and thumb. Then, turning to Dolph, he asked, “Are you sure that the pig wounded by this bullet wasn’t more than three months old?”

“Nope, not more,” replied Slaton. “It was still sucking on its mother when I found it in our trap.” 

“Well,” said Norm, “that proves that within three months, a gunshot was definitely fired on Omega Island.

“And, that a bullet,” added Dolph, “wounded, though not mortally, this small pig.”

“Yep, you are right, old friend. And these are the deductions that must be drawn from this incident... the island was inhabited before we got here or that men have landed here within three months. Did these people arrive here willingly or involuntarily, by going ashore or by being wrecked? If they still inhabit this island, or if they have left us, we don’t know. But, these questions are of too great an importance to be allowed to remain unsettled.
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