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I NORMALLY WOULDN’T crash a party.

But when it comes to free food, I’d do a lot of things I normally wouldn’t do. Do you know how many surveys I filled out because they promised me a free sandwich? Too damn many.

A tiny shard of guilt enters me when I sneak into the hotel ballroom. Not only am I crashing a party, but I’m crashing a wedding party.

Across the ballroom, I see the bride looking positively radiant in her white dress. When I catch her looking at her new husband with so much love on her face, the tiny shard of guilt becomes a big one.

Then I see all of the food on the long white table, and the shard promptly evaporates. Surely, with that much food, the bride and groom wouldn’t notice if an extra slice of cake or hors d’oeuvre were missing.

My conscience shouts at me futilely as I fill a plate with oysters, bacon-wrapped dates, ahi tuna sashimi, and a slice of white wedding cake.

I go sit in a chair in the corner, far, far away from the wedding photographer. It would be awful if the bride ended up looking at her photos later and asked, “Who the hell is this random chick stuffing her mouth with oysters?”

Speaking of the oysters, they are delicious, as well as the bacon-wrapped dates and sashimi. My taste-buds are excited but confused; they are unused to such fancy things, and are more familiar with the works of Chef Boyardee and the Pillsbury Doughboy.
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