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			Dedication

			
		
    Isaiah 2:13. And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan, And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills that are lifted up, And upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall, And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all pleasant pictures.


No matter what it is that man sets up, however good or great, if he dares to bring it into competition with God, God's hand is against him, and he will break it in pieces. Whenever God comes out of his secret place this is always the end of it. He came against Babylon and against Nineveh. Ay, ask the traveler who has wonderingly descended into those vast mounds, «Where are those mighty monarchies now?» Where is the power of Sennacherib and where the might of Nebuchadnezzar? They have gone. The dust is their sole monument. Turn ye, in later days to the great power of Rome, and as one walks through Some, that vast mausoleum of an empire, where one treads, at every step, upon an empire's dust what think ye but that God has broken the iron kingdom, and made what seemed to be an omnipotent power to pass away from off the face of the earth?


Woe unto all that is great and all that is high and all that exalts itself above God. Whether a temporal power, or a spiritual, it shall pass away like a dream of the night, or a vision of the air, for the Lord is, and all else is nothing.











— Charles Spurgeon 
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Introduction to the Book of Isaiah
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The prophet Isaiah received a vision of God-his great power, his glorious majesty, and his purifying holiness. The glimpse of God's majesty led him to a humbling perspective of himself and his society. "Woe is me, for I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell among a people of unclean lips" (Is 6:5). Seeing who God is in Scripture can cleanse our self-importance and the inadequacy of our lip service in worship, and give us a clear picture of what is truly valuable in life. This changes the way we live, the way we do business, and the way we worship. When we understand who God is and where we stand in relation to Him, our values and work ethic are transformed.

The book of Isaiah in particular gives a clear and sometimes frightening picture of God's expectations for leaders. In a sense, it is an extended-and mostly negative-evaluation of the performance of kings and other leaders in Israel and Judah. (In Isaiah, Judah refers to the southern kingdom of the divided nation of Israel, while "Israel" refers to either the northern kingdom or, more often, the Jewish people as a whole). Modern workplaces are very different from those of the ancient people of Israel. For example, the leaders we see in the book work in government, military, or religious positions, but leaders today also work in business, entrepreneurship, science, academia, and other fields. Nevertheless, the text of Isaiah can be applied to today's world if we understand what this book means in its original context and take principles that apply to today's work. Furthermore, from Isaiah's perspective, the way we work today has value and meaning in the new creation that God promises for His people..



The Assessment of God of Israel and Judah

Most of the book shows Isaiah expressing God's assessment of Israel's failure to live up to God's covenant. Isaiah is the first of the major "literary prophets" of the Old Testament-those whose prophecies are written in books titled with each prophet's name. Some knowledge of the book of Deuteronomy is required when reading the books of the prophets, since God's mischaracterization of the leaders of Israel and Judah must be understood in light of the covenant expressed in the Law of Moses. Through Moses, God made a covenant with His people. He promised them security, peace, and prosperity guaranteed by His presence among them. In return, the Israelites promised to worship Him and fulfill the law He had given them. Isaiah, like the other literary prophets, proclaims the failure of the people and especially of the leaders to obey God's law. It is no coincidence that the Jews of Jesus' day generally summarized the Old Testament by calling it "the Law and the Prophets”. To better understand the prophets, one must read their stories not only in their historical context, but also against the background of God's covenant and law.
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