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“IF YOUR LIFE IS A LEAF

That the seasons tear off and condemn,

[He] will bind you with love

That is graceful and green as a stem.”

L. Cohen
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Publisher’s Note:



GET MORE OUT OF THIS Book

Sterling Sill, author of over 30 books, once wrote about an article he read entitled How to Get More Out of a Book Than There Is in It. “Good readers,” he explained, “may be able to get out of a book all there is in the book, but with a little imagination and some ability to analyze, they may get much more.”

All capable readers can have their thoughts strike a particular notion, causing their thinking to drift away from the material they are reading. We should not be too quick to draw our minds back into the book, since frequently, if we give our imagination a little freedom, it will direct us to some interrelated way of thinking that could prove to be extremely valuable. 

People often find that the most significant insights, ideas, and beliefs are those they come up with on their own, rather than from the concepts printed on the page. As our mind wanders along its own specific chain of correlated thought, we may arrive at some crucial interpretations and impressive conclusions all on our own. Then, when our minds have finished their journey of exploration and discovery, we can return our attention to the book and resume reading. 

This is how to get more out of a book than what is actually in it. The book will lead us to draw conclusions about ideas that are not explicitly present in it. Freeing our thoughts is a highly beneficial and rewarding pursuit.    Paul, the New Testament apostle, was a known ponderer. He advises us that “whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report . . . think on these things.”  The ability to ponder gives us the capacity to obtain more from our circumstances and situations than what is actually in them. Through this procedure, we place ourselves above the conventional and commonplace existence.  

Thousands of fantastic, fascinating philosophies are frittering away in countless books. Hundreds of important and profound programs that could benefit us immensely sit untouched on library shelves. Even the word of God Himself remains largely unfamiliar and unacquainted to many of us. All the essential ingredients for success in our personal pursuits cannot advance our progression until we ingest and absorb them; until we get them circulating in our bloodstream and make them a part of our inner strength and learning.

As you read this book or any other, practice the art of pondering. It will inspire a deeper passion for learning, thinking, and, hopefully, applying what you read. If what you read here doesn’t please or persuade you, so much the better. You can modify each page or chapter to fit your specific situation and meet your particular needs.

Practical pondering will enable you to draw concrete conclusions and form compelling objectives on the vital subject of your personal progress in life. 

To my kind, beautiful wife, Connie—

Every time I read 1 Corinthians 13 or Moroni 7, I see you. 

Your life is a living reflection of the pure love of Christ, expressed in quiet strength, enduring patience, unwavering faith, and selfless service. You are the embodiment of charity—not in theory, but in action.

This book is dedicated to the one who has shown me, more than anyone else, what it truly means to love.

“To be justified before God, we must love one another.”

Joseph Smith, Jr.

Disclaimer:

The ideas discussed in this work relate to the doctrines and teachings of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. However, the concepts expressed here are solely the author’s opinion. I do not have the authority or commission to speak on behalf of the Church in any official capacity.

“Love is one of the chief characteristics of Deity, and ought to be manifested by those who aspire to be the sons of God. A man filled with the love of God, is not content with blessing his family alone, but ranges through the whole world, anxious to bless the whole human race.”

Joseph Smith, Jr.
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Preface
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“The Greatest Thing in the World”

Among the precious treasures my father left me after he passed away was The Greatest Thing in the World—or, more precisely, a worn and tattered copy of Henry Drummond’s beloved little book. On the inside cover, my father had written a goal for himself:

“Read once every month.”

Obviously, he had some difficulty achieving that goal.

[image: Image]

Regardless, the book’s broken binding, tattered and torn pages, and numerous annotations and passages underlined in red pencil indicate that my father studied it extensively.

When I first read The Greatest Thing in the World, I set a similar goal to study the little book once a month. My initial results mirrored those of my father. However, as I began to understand the summon bonum and the pivotal position of the wondrous gift of charity better, I started to make notes and comparisons with modern-day scripture and writings.

As I did so, it became more apparent why Mr. Drummond, the apostle Paul, and the ancient American prophet Mormon all refer to the supreme gift of charity as the “greatest of all.” My objective in writing this book is to share the meaningful words of Henry Drummond’s marvelous exposition with the added perspective of modern revelation. 

In this book, Henry Drummond’s original text appears in italics.

I will leave it up to you how many times you wish to read the book.
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Introduction
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The Greatest of These is Charity

In a world that prizes speed, power, and self-promotion, the quiet, enduring voice of love can often feel drowned out. We chase productivity and applause, we argue over theology and culture, and we fill our lives with noise—both literal and spiritual. Yet nestled within the ancient pages of Scripture lies a chapter so timeless, so piercing in its clarity, that it continues to resonate across generations, denominations, and even belief systems.

That chapter is 1 Corinthians 13.

Sometimes called The Love Chapter, it is one of the most quoted, most memorized, and most misunderstood passages in the Bible. Recited at weddings, printed on greeting cards, and sung in hymns, these words are beautiful—but they are also incredibly challenging. Paul’s message to the Corinthian church is not soft or sentimental. It is a radical call to transformation. To maturity. To divine love.

Why This Chapter Still Matters

When Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthians, the early church was brimming with passion—but also with division, pride, and confusion. They were gifted but immature, faithful yet fractured. Spiritual gifts were abundant—tongues, prophecy, knowledge—but something vital was missing: love.

Paul didn’t respond with rebuke alone; he responded with a vision. A vision of what the Christian life looks like when love is placed at the center. Not just any love, but the agape love of God—a love that is patient, kind, enduring, humble, forgiving, and true.

This kind of love isn’t a mood. It’s not a passing emotion. It’s a choice. A commitment. A lifestyle. And ultimately, it’s a reflection of God Himself.

In a time when the Church is once again facing division, misunderstanding, and cultural pressure, we too are being called back—not just to doctrine or tradition, but to love. 

Without it, Paul says, we are nothing.

What This Book Will Explore

This book is a slow, verse-by-verse exploration of 1 Corinthians 13, examining it phrase by phrase. Each chapter will explore not only the meaning of Paul’s words but how they apply to our daily lives—our relationships, our faith, our calling, and our identity in Christ.

This isn’t just a theological study. It’s an invitation to live differently.

You’ll find:


	Reflections on what each verse teaches about the nature of love

	Real-life applications for your personal, spiritual, and relational growth

	Gentle challenges to align your heart with God’s priorities

	Encouragement to become a vessel of divine love in a hurting world

	




Why Charity?

Because love is not optional in the Christian life. It is the foundation of everything else. Jesus said that the greatest commandments are to love God and to love one's neighbor as oneself. ​[1] Paul says love is greater than even faith and hope. And John tells us that God is love. ​[2]

Without love, we miss the heart of the gospel.

A Prayer for the Journey

As you read through this book, I pray that these ancient words come alive for you. That they soften where you’ve become hardened, and strengthen where you’ve grown weary. That you would see love not just as a virtue to admire—but as a life to embody.

Let’s journey together through 1 Corinthians 13, not as spectators, but as participants—willing to be changed by the greatest force in heaven and on earth:  

Charity, the pure love of Christ.

––––––––
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“LIFE HAS ITS SHARE of fears and failures. Sometimes things fall short. Sometimes people fail us, or economies, or businesses, or governments fail us.  But one thing in time or eternity does not fail us—the pure love of Christ.” 

Jeffry R. Holland
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Chapter 1: Missing the Mark
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The Importance of Faith

The word faith appears around 260 times in the Book of Mormon and, depending on the translation, anywhere from 336 to 521 times in the Bible. We are told that through faith in Christ, we enter into grace, are forgiven, cleansed, sanctified, saved, raised up, made alive, born again, transferred from darkness to light, made righteous, justified, become sons and daughters in Christ, given the Holy Spirit, accepted by God, and have eternal life. ​[3]

The foundation for all our spiritual growth is faith. Elder M. Russell Ballard tells us that “faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the main anchor we must have in our lives to hold us fast during times of social turbulence and wickedness that seemed to be everywhere today.” ​[4]

Additionally, we are told that faith, through the power of the Holy Spirit, can reveal truths, change hearts, remit sins, and sanctify. ​[5]

Through faith, miracles are manifest. ​[6]

Angels appear. ​[7]

Mountains are moved. ​[8]

Battles are won. ​[9]

Prison walls crumble. ​[10]  

The Law was given to Moses by faith, and by faith, Christ appeared to the inhabitants of the ancient Americas.  ​[11]

Great faith has permitted specific individuals to see Christ and have all things revealed to them. ​[12] We are told that the Savior “claimeth all those who have faith in him; and they who have faith in him will cleave unto every good thing.” ​[13]

It is through our faith that he grants us eternal life. ​[14]  

We are reminded several times that “the Lord is able to do all things according to his will, for the children of men, if it so be that they exercise faith in him.” ​[15]

We are also told that God works in the lives of people who demonstrate faith in him. ​[16] 

Moroni affirms that “it was by faith that Christ showed himself unto our fathers, after he had risen from the dead” and that Christ did not appear “unto them until after they had faith in him.” ​[17]  

The brother of Jared demonstrated sufficient faith to see the finger of his Lord and Savior. After he saw Christ’s finger, the Lord asked him: “Sawest thou more than this?” 

The brother of Jared replied: “Nay, Lord, show thyself unto me.” 

And when the Lord asked him: “Believest thou the words which I shall speak?” the brother of Jared firmly responded: “Yea, Lord, I know thou speakest the truth, for thou art a God of truth, and canst not lie.” ​[18] Because of his faith, the veil was lifted, and the brother of Jared saw the spirit body of the Lord.

Additionally, contemporary revelation to the Prophet Joseph Smith teaches us that without faith, “no man can please God.” ​[19] The basis for this declaration is found in Mormon’s words that “we are saved by faith in his name; and by faith [we] become the sons [and daughters] of God.” ​[20] Consequently, Mormon powerfully and persuasively tells us: “If ye have not faith in him then ye are not fit to be numbered among the people of his church.”  ​[21]

Faith is a “principle of action in all intelligent beings.” ​[22] As a principle of action, it is the force that makes things happen in our lives. Christ has stated: “If ye will have faith in me ye shall have power to do whatsoever thing is expedient in me.”  ​[23]

More significant than all of this, it was by faith that the “more excellent way,” the atoning sacrifice of our Savior, was accomplished.  ​[24]

The concept of faith has long been a central theme in popular religion for centuries, leading many to consider it the most crucial aspect of life. However, this perspective is misguided. In the thirteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians, Paul directs our attention to the essence of Christianity, where he emphasizes that “the greatest of these is Charity.”

The Book of Mormon prophet Moroni concludes his writings with a petition for us to come unto Christ and be perfected in Him. This great prophet testified:

“Wheretofore, there must be faith; and if there must be faith there must also be hope; and if there must be hope there must also be charity. And except ye have charity ye can in nowise be saved in the kingdom of God; neither can ye be saved in the kingdom of God if ye have not faith; neither can ye if ye have no hope.” ​[25] 

Faith, hope, and charity are familiar expressions frequently used in conjunction with each other and almost always in that particular sequence. Still, perhaps we do not fully realize or understand why. When we demonstrate true faith in Jesus Christ and believe in His message, we, in due time, gain the incomparable understanding that, through the Atonement, Christ can, in reality, save us from sin and death. We realize that there is hope for our lost and suffering souls.

When we believe in Christ, that is, when we have faith, it follows almost automatically that we will have hope in our own salvation and exaltation. The possibility and prospect of being with Christ and the Father again brings an anticipation that we will also be like them. We cannot return to our Father without becoming like our Father, and we know that God is love.

Faith in Christ gives us hope of being with Him in the eternities, and that hope drives our desire to be like Him. We begin to imitate and emulate His actions. We begin to treat others the way He treated others. We develop greater love for God and others. We experience the gift of charity, the pure love of Christ. 

The sequence becomes significant; if we have faith, it will give us hope and lead us to love. ​[26] Paul suggests that charity, being mentioned last, is also the greatest of the three.  ​[27]
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