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The First Test

Ethan stood at the cracked corner of 5th and Elm, the city’s sharp wind biting through his threadbare jacket. Around him, the streets hummed with a cold indifference—a place where trust was currency few could afford, and respect even rarer.

He adjusted the strap of his worn satchel, eyes scanning the faces rushing by. Each had their own battles, their own secrets hidden beneath hurried steps and guarded glances. But Ethan wasn’t like them—not anymore. He had learned, through bruises and broken promises, that the only thing worth holding onto was honesty. And the respect it earned.

Tonight, a job awaited him. Not a glamorous one—a waiter at a dingy downtown diner—but honest work. It paid little, but Ethan liked knowing he earned every cent with his own hands. No cutting corners, no bending the truth. Just hard work and an iron will.
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