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			Online Resources

			With our test prep books, we also provide Online Resources to help you in your test prep journey! With this book, you can access - 

			Conquer the GRE: Stress Management and a Perfect Study Plan - This stress management e-book is specially designed for test-takers to manage the stress experienced when preparing for the GRE. It includes:

			●    Stress Management Techniques

			●    A 6-month Study Plan

			●    An 8-week Study Plan

			●    Practical Tips to get a good score on the GRE

			To access the e-book, follow the steps below:

			1.	Go to www.vibrantpublishers.com

			2.	Click on the ‘Online Resources’ option on the Home Page

			3.	Login by entering your account details (or Create an Account if you don’t have one)

			4.	Go to the Test Prep section and click on the ‘GRE Verbal Reasoning Supreme: Study Guide With Practice Questions’ link and get your e-book!

			
			 5-Star Review by Readers’ Favorite
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    GRE Verbal Reasoning Supreme: Study Guide with Practice Questions is a work of non-fiction in the education genre. It is suitable for all ages of learners and has been published by Vibrant Publishers. This book is a comprehensive textbook to help students undertaking the GRE prepare for the Verbal Reasoning section of the exam. The practice questions and complete verbal tests effectively simulate the real exam by covering a multitude of potential subjects and the answers provided include explanations to help you understand why the possible responses are correct and what you need to take away from them.


    The team at Vibrant Publishers have done a fantastic job when creating this highly effective guidebook. As an educator myself, I always value the inclusion of clear and concise language which can help students to learn, but also to empower and teach themselves where their education systems may have fallen short. It’s safe to say that this guide fills in all the essential gaps one might require when practicing Verbal Reasoning, but it elevates this advice with additional features such as logical and easy-to-refer-to organization, as well as a perky and inspirational narrative tone to keep students motivated through tough times. The extensive preparation question section would be worth getting this guide alone, not to mention the explicit explanation of guidelines and insider tips on what examiners are really looking for. Overall, I would certainly recommend GRE Verbal Reasoning Supreme: Study Guide with Practice Questions as a catch-all guide for teachers, tutors, and especially students looking to hone and perfect their skills before the big exam.



    – K. C. Finn for Readers’ Favorite

    
		


		
			What experts say about this book!

			GRE Verbal Reasoning Supreme: Study Guide with Practice Questions is a work of non-fiction in the education genre. It is suitable for all ages of learners and is a comprehensive textbook to help students undertaking the GRE prepare for the Verbal Reasoning section of the exam. The practice questions and complete verbal tests effectively simulate the real exam by covering a multitude of potential subjects and the answers provided include explanations to help you understand why the possible responses are correct and what you need to take away from them.

			 The team at Vibrant Publishers have done a fantastic job when creating this highly effective guidebook. As an educator myself, I always value the inclusion of clear and concise language which can help students to learn, but also to empower and teach themselves where their education systems may have fallen short. It’s safe to say that this guide fills in all the essential gaps one might require when practicing Verbal Reasoning, but it elevates this advice with additional features such as logical and easy-to-refer-to organization, as well as a perky and inspirational narrative tone to keep students motivated through tough times. The extensive preparation question section would be worth getting this guide alone, not to mention the explicit explanation of guidelines and insider tips on what examiners are really looking for. Overall, I would certainly recommend GRE Verbal Reasoning Supreme: Study Guide with Practice Questions as a catch-all guide for teachers, tutors, and especially students looking to hone and perfect their skills before the big exam.

			– K.C. Finn,

			Readers Favourite

			 GRE Verbal Reasoning Supreme: Study Guide with Practice Questions is an outstanding resource to help prepare anyone for the GRE test. With all the questions, tips, and practice tests, this book is a must-have. 

			– Carlene Morrison,

			Independence County Library
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      Chapter 1


      Overview of the GRE General Test


    


     


    

      The Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) General Test, while previously required for admission to most graduate programs, is now part of a larger picture. A strong GRE score can provide evidence of a strong scholarship on an application. This book is designed to prepare students for the GRE General Test. The GRE revised General Test was renamed in 2016 and is now known as the GRE General Test, but the content and scoring of the test remain the same. Note that some graduate programs require applicants to take specialized GRE Subject Tests which will not be covered in this book. Before preparing to take the GRE, please review the admissions criteria for the programs that you are interested in applying to so that you know whether you need to take subject tests in addition to the GRE General Test. To learn more about subject tests, visit the Subject Tests section at ets.org.


      The GRE General Test is not designed to measure your knowledge of specific fields. It does not measure your ability to be successful in your career or even in school. It does, however, give a reasonably accurate indication of your capabilities in certain key areas for graduate-level work, such as your ability to understand complex written material, your understanding of basic mathematics, your ability to interpret data, and your capacity for reasoning and critical thinking. By using this book to prepare for the GRE General Test, you will not only improve your chances of scoring well on the test, you will also prepare yourself for graduate-level study.


      Format of the GRE General Test


      The GRE General Test is offered as a computer-delivered test throughout the year. Post-Covid, ETS provides test-takers with the option to take the test from home.  


      Whether you are taking the GRE General Test at the testing center or at home, the format of the test will essentially be the same. The test consists of three main components: Analytical Writing, Verbal Reasoning, and Quantitative Reasoning. The total time for the test will be about 1 hour 58 minutes. 


      The first section of the test is always the Analytical Writing component which comprises a single section, after the changes in the test format announced on May 31, 2023.. In the section, you will be asked to write an argumentative essay that takes a position on an issue of general interest.


      The remainder of the test will be split between sections devoted to Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning. There will be two sections devoted to Verbal Reasoning, and another two devoted to Quantitative Reasoning. You will be given 41 minutes to complete both the sections of Verbal Reasoning and 47 minutes to complete both the sections of Quantitative Reasoning. Section 2 (12 questions, 18 minutes) and Section 4 (15 questions, 23 minutes) will be on Verbal Reasoning, and Section 3 (12 questions, 21 minutes) and Section 5 (15 questions, 26 minutes) will be on Quantitative Reasoning. The unscored section has also been removed for the shorter GRE General Test, along with the 10-minute scheduled break, which was granted to the students after the 2-hour mark of the 3-hour 45-minute test. Also, it is possible that you will be asked to complete a research section that will allow ETS to test the efficacy of new questions. If you are given a research section, it will appear at the end of your General Test. Unscored and research sections may vary in the number of questions and time allotted.


      Outline of the GRE General Test


      The Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning sections of the GRE General Test are section-level adaptive. This means that the computer will adapt the test to your performance. Since there are two sections each for Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning, the difficulty of the second section will depend on how well you did in the first section. The overall format of the GRE General Test will be as follows:


      

        

          

          

          

        

        

          
            	
              Component

            
            	
              Number of Questions

            
            	
              Time Allowed

            
          


          
            	
              Analytical Writing

              (1 sections)

            
            	
              1 Analyze an Issue

            
            	
              30 minutes

            
          


          
            	
              Verbal Reasoning

              (2 sections)

            
            	
              12 questions (first section)

              15 questions (second section)

            
            	
              18 minutes (first section)

              23 minutes (second section)

            
          


          
            	
              Quantitative Reasoning

              (2 sections)

            
            	
              12 questions (first section)

              15 questions (second section)

            
            	
              21 minutes (first section)

              26 minutes (second section)

            
          


          
            	
              Unscored Section 

            
            	
              None 

            
            	
              None

            
          


          
            	
              Research Section

            
            	
              None 

            
            	
              None

            
          


          
            	
            	
            	
              Total Time: 1 hour 58 minutes

            
          


        

      


      Note that the GRE General Test at home follows the same format as the computer-delivered version of the GRE General Test.


      While taking the GRE General Test, here are some things to remember:


       a)	You can review and preview questions within a section, allowing you to budget your time to deal with the questions that you find most difficult.


        b) 	You will be able to mark questions within a section and return to them later. This means that if you find a question especially difficult, you will be able to move on to other questions and return to the one that you had trouble with, provided that you stay within the time limit for the section.


        c) 	You will be able to change or edit your answers within a section. This means that if you realize that you made a mistake, you can go back and correct yourself provided you stay within the time limit for the section.


        d) 	You will have an on-screen calculator during the Quantitative Reasoning portions of the test, allowing you to quickly complete any necessary computations.


      The following section will briefly introduce the three main components of the GRE General Test.


      Analytical Writing Assessment


      The first section of the GRE General Test is the Analytical Writing assessment. This component of the GRE is designed to test your ability to use basic logic and critical reasoning to make and assess arguments. The Analytical Writing assessment comprises of a singular assignment, which must be completed within 30 minutes. In the assignment, you will be asked to develop a position on an issue of general interest. You will be given an issue and a prompt with some specific instructions on how to approach the assigned issue. You will be expected to take a position on the issue and then write a clear, persuasive, and logically sound essay defending your position in correct English. You will be assessed based on your ability to effectively defend your positions with supporting evidence and valid reasoning, your skill in organizing your thoughts, and your command of English.


      

        

          

          

          

        

        

          
            	
              Task

            
            	
              Time Allowed

            
            	
              Answer Format

            
          


          
            	
              Analyze an Issue

            
            	
              30 minutes

            
            	
              Short essay on an issue of general interest that clearly and carefully addresses the prompt

            
          

        

      


      The Analytical Writing assessment tests your ability to:


      ●	Coherently develop complex ideas


      ●	Write in a focused, organized manner


      ●	Identify relevant evidence and use it to support your claims


      ●	Command the elements of standard written English


      Verbal Reasoning


      The Verbal Reasoning portion of the GRE assesses your reading comprehension, your ability to draw inferences to fill in missing information, and your vocabulary. You will be given two sections on Verbal Reasoning, consisting of 12 and 15 questions and lasting 18 and 23 minutes respectively. Verbal Reasoning questions on the GRE General Test are mostly multiple-choice and will be drawn from the following three types: Reading Comprehension, Text Completion, and Sentence Equivalence. Reading Comprehension questions will ask you to read a short passage several paragraphs long, and then answer questions about the passage. Text Completion questions will have a short passage with 1-3 blanks which you will need to fill in by choosing the best of several multiple-choice options. The Sentence Equivalence section will ask you to fill in the blank in a passage using the two words that will complete the sentence in such a way that the meaning will be as similar as possible. 


      

        

          

          

          

        

        

          
            	
              Time

            
            	
              Question Type

            
            	
              Answer Format

            
          


          
            	
              You will have 41 minutes to complete the entire section, which will include a mixture of different question types

            
            	
              Reading Comprehension

            
            	
              Multiple choice: select one answer choice

              Multiple choice: select one or more answer choices

              Highlight a section of text

            
          


          
            	
              Text Completion

            
            	
              Multiple choice: fill in one or more blanks to complete the text

            
          


          
            	
              Sentence Equivalence

            
            	
              Multiple choice: select the two options that produce two sentences with the most similar meanings

            
          


        

      


      The Verbal Reasoning section measures your ability to:


      ●	Comprehend, interpret and analyze complex passages in standard written English


      ●	Apply sophisticated vocabulary in context


      ●	Draw inferences about the meaning and authorial intent based on written material


      Quantitative Reasoning


      The Quantitative Reasoning section of the GRE evaluates your ability to use basic mathematics, read and interpret graphs and figures and engage in basic reasoning involving math and numbers. You will be given two sections on Quantitative Reasoning with 12 and 15 questions and 21 and 26 minutes of allotted time for them respectively. There are two basic question types, multiple-choice and numerical entry. For multiple-choice questions, you will be asked to choose the best answer or answers from several possibilities; for numerical entry questions, you will be asked to enter a numerical answer from your own calculations. Some questions will be designed to test your knowledge of basic algebra and geometry; others will be designed to test your ability to read and interpret different presentations of data.


      

        

          

          

          

        

        

          
            	
              Time

            
            	
              Question Type

            
            	
              Answer Format

            
          


          
            	
              You will have 47 minutes to complete the entire section, which will include a mixture of different question types	

            
            	
              Multiple Choice

            
            	
              Select one answer choice

              Select one or more answer choices

            
          


          
            	
              Numeric Entry

            
            	
              Solve the problem through calculation and enter a numeric value

            
          


          
            	
              Quantitative Comparison

            
            	
              Evaluate two quantities to decide whether one is greater than the other, whether they are equal, or whether a relationship cannot be determined

            
          


          
            	
              Data Interpretation

            
            	
              Multiple choice: choose the best answer or answers

              Numeric entry: enter a value

            
          


        

      


      The Quantitative Reasoning section tests your ability to:


      ●	Use mathematical tools such as basic arithmetic, geometry, algebra and statistics


      ●Understand, interpret and analyze quantitative information


      ●	Apply basic mathematical and data interpretation skills to real-world information and problems


      On-screen Calculator


      

        [image: ]

      


      The on-screen calculator in the GRE is a handy tool for you to make computations faster. However, you should only use the calculator for complex equations that will take a longer time to do manually such as square roots, addition, subtraction, and multiplication of numbers with several digits.


      Guidelines for using the on-screen calculator


      ●	The on-screen calculator follows the order of operations (PEMDAS). This means that it computes equations in the following order - parentheses, exponentiation (including square roots), multiplication and division (left to right), addition and subtraction (left to right). So, for an equation like 2 + 3 * 6, the on-screen calculator will give the answer 20 but some calculators will give the answer 30 as they first add 2 and 3 and get 5 which is multiplied by 6 to get the final answer 30.


      ●	The Transfer Display button will be useful for Numeric Entry questions. The button will transfer the number on your calculator display to the numeric entry answer box. But remember to check the transferred answer as sometimes you may be required to round up your answer; adjust it accordingly.


      ●The Memory Recall (MR), Memory Clear (MC), and Memory Sum (M+) buttons work as per normal calculators.


      Registering for the GRE


      Before you register to take the GRE, be sure to consider your schedule and any special accommodations that you may need. Be aware that the availability of testing dates may vary according to your location. Be sure to give yourself plenty of time to prepare for the GRE and be sure that you know the deadlines for score reporting and application deadlines for all the schools you are applying to. For general information about deadlines and the GRE, visit the GRE section at ets.org. For more information on how to register for the GRE, visit the Registration section at ets.org. For information on special accommodations for disabled students, visit the Disability Accommodations section on ets.org.


      If you are taking the GRE General Test at home, there are certain equipment, environment, and testing space requirements that you need to fulfill before you can start the registration process. For more information on these requirements, read the At Home Testing section on ets.org. 


      How the GRE General Test is Scored


      Scoring for the Analytical Writing Section


      In the Analytical Writing section, you will be scored on a scale of 0-6 in increments of 0.5. The Analytical Writing measure emphasizes your ability to engage in reasoning and critical thinking over your facility with the finer points of grammar. The highest scores of 5.5-6.0 are given to work that is generally superior in every respect - sustained analysis of complex issues, coherent argumentation, and excellent command of the English language. The lowest scores of 0.0-0.5 are given to work that is completely off-topic or so poorly composed as to be incoherent.


      Scoring for the Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning Sections 


      The Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning sections are now scored on a scale of 130-170 in 1-point increments.


      General Strategies for Taking the GRE


      There are strategies you can apply that will greatly increase your odds of performing well on the GRE. The following is a list of strategies that will help to improve your chances of performing well on the GRE:


      ●Review basic concepts in math, logic, and writing.


      ●Work through the test-taking strategies offered in this book.


      ●Work through mock GRE tests until you feel thoroughly comfortable with the types of questions you will see.


      ●As you are studying for the GRE, focus your energy on the types of questions that give you the most difficulty.


      ●Learn to guess wisely. For many of the questions in the Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning Sections, the correct answer is in front of you - you only need to correctly identify it. Especially for questions that you find difficult, you should hone your ability to dismiss the options that are clearly wrong and make an educated guess about which one is right.


      ●Answer every question. You won’t lose any points for choosing the wrong answer, so even a wild guess that might or might not be right is better than no answer at all.


      Preparing for Test Day and Taking the GRE


      How you prepare for the test is completely up to you and will depend on your own test-taking preferences and the amount of time you can devote to studying for the test. At the very least, before you take the test, you should know the basics of what is covered on the test along with the general guidelines for taking the GRE. This book is designed to provide you with the basic information you need and give you the opportunity to prepare thoroughly for the GRE General Test. 


      Although there is no set way to prepare for the GRE, as a general rule you will want to:


      ●Learn the basics about the test - what is being tested, the format, and how the test is administered.


      ●Familiarize yourself with the specific types of questions that you will see on the GRE General Test.


      ●Review skills such as basic math, reading comprehension, and writing.


      ●Learn about test-taking strategies.


      ●Take a mock GRE test to practice applying your test-taking skills to an actual test.


      Remember, you don’t need to spend an equal amount of time on each of these areas to do well on the GRE - allot your study time to your own needs and preferences. Following are some suggestions to help you make the final preparations for your test, and help you through the test itself.


      Preparing for Test Day


      ●In the time leading up to your test, practice, then practice some more. Practice until you are confident with the material.


      ●Know when your test is, and when you need to be at the testing center or in front of your computer at home. 


      ●Make a “practice run” to your testing center, so that you can anticipate how much time you will need to allow to get there. For the at home test, make sure to sign in at least 15 minutes before the test.


      ●Understand the timing and guidelines for the test and plan accordingly. Remember that you are not allowed to eat or drink while taking the GRE, although you will be allowed to snack or drink during some of the short breaks during testing. Plan accordingly.


      ●Know exactly what documentation you will need to bring with you to the testing center. If you are testing at home, you will have to provide a valid government-issued identification document as well.


      ●Relax, especially on the day or night before your test. If you have studied and practiced wisely, you will be well prepared for the test. You may want to briefly glance over some test preparation materials but cramming the night before will not be productive.


      ●Eat well and get a good night’s sleep. You will want to be well-rested for the test.


      The Test Day


      ●Wake up early to give yourself plenty of time to eat a healthy breakfast, gather the necessary documentation, pack a snack and a water bottle, and make it to the testing center well before your test is scheduled to start.


      ●Have confidence; you’ve prepared well for the test, and there won’t be any big surprises. You may not know the answers to some questions, but the format will be exactly like what you’ve been practicing.


      ●While you are taking the test, don’t panic. The test is timed, and students often worry that they will run out of time and miss too many questions. The sections of the test are designed so that many students will not finish them, so don’t worry if you don’t think you can finish a section on time. Just try to answer as many questions as you can, as accurately as possible.


      ●If there’s a question you’re not sure of, don’t panic—the GRE test allows you to skip and return to questions when you are ready, so take advantage of that. Remember, the value of each easy question is the same as the hard questions!


      ●Remember the strategies and techniques that you learn from this book and apply them wherever possible.


      Frequently Asked Questions


      General Questions


      What changes have been made to the GRE General Test post Covid-19?


      Due to Covid-19 restrictions, test-takers are now able to take the GRE General Test at home. Content and scoring have remained the same. Study materials that reference the GRE General Test are still valid and may be used for test preparation.

      
       What changes have been made to the GRE General Test after the announcement on May 31, 2023?


      The main changes to the test are a reduction in the time (from 3 hours 45 minutes to 1 hour 58 minutes), and the removal of the “Analyze an Argument” essay task (which was a part of the Analytical Writing section) and the unscored section. The time has been curtailed by decreasing the number of questions in each section, reducing the total number of questions from 40 to 27. Furthermore, the removal of the “Analyze an Argument” task and the unscored section also aided in shortening the total duration. The official scores will also be delivered more promptly and will now take 8-10 calendar days, facilitating faster applications to their desired institutes by the students. For more information on the changes, visit the GRE section at ets.org.


      Can I take the GRE test at home?


      Yes. ETS now provides students with the option to take the test from home. If your local test centers are closed or you prefer a familiar testing environment, you can take the GRE from home. You will have to check the equipment, environment, and testing space requirements for the at home test and whether it’s an option for you. For detailed information on the requirements for the home test, check the At Home Testing section at ets.org.


      Are there any changes in the format and content of the GRE test due to COVID-19?


      No. The format and content of the GRE General Test remain the same. 


      How do I get ready to take the GRE General Test?


      To take the GRE General Test, there are several steps you’ll need to take:


      ●Find out what prospective graduate/professional programs require: Does the program you’re interested in require additional testing beyond the GRE General Test? What is the deadline for receipt of scores?


      ●Sign up for a test date. You need to sign up for any GRE testing. Act in a timely manner so that you have plenty of time to prepare and are guaranteed that your scores will be sent and received on time. For the in-center test, testing dates are much more restricted, so if you know that you will need to take the GRE General Test at the center, make arrangements well in advance of the application deadline for your program. There are additional requirements if you’re taking the test at home, so make sure to check the requirements well in advance.


      ●Use resources provided by ETS and Vibrant Publishers to familiarize yourself with the format of the GRE and the types of questions you will face. Even if you are confident about taking the test, it is essential to prepare for the test.


      Does the GRE General Test measure my proficiency in specific subject areas?


      No. The GRE General Test is designed to measure general proficiency in reading, critical reasoning, and working with data, all abilities that are critical to graduate work. However, you won’t be tested on your knowledge of any specific field.


      Where can I get additional information on the GRE General Test?


      Educational Testing Service (ETS), the organization that administers the GRE, has an informative website entirely devoted to information about the test in the GRE section at ets.org. There, you can find links that further explain how to sign up for testing, fees, score reporting, and much more.


      Preparing for the Test


      How should I start to prepare for the test?


      The first thing you should do is thoroughly familiarize yourself with the format of the GRE General Test. Read about each section of the test, how many questions are there per section, and the required format for answers. You can find general information about the structure of the test earlier in this chapter.


      How do I prepare for the questions I will be asked on the GRE General Test?


      There are plenty of resources by Vibrant Publishers, including this book to help you prepare for the questions you will face on the GRE General Test. A list of books is provided at the beginning of this book. For the most updated list, you may visit the Test Prep Series section on www.vibrantpublishers.com.


      How much should I study/practice for the GRE?


      Study and practice until you feel comfortable with the test. Practice, practice, and practice some more until you feel confident about test day!


      Are there additional materials I can use to get even more practice?


      Yes. ETS offers a free full-length practice test that can be downloaded from the GRE section at ets.org. Also, after you have signed up for testing through ETS, you are eligible for some further test preparation materials free of additional charge.


      Test Content


      How long is the GRE General Test?


      The overall testing time is about 1 hour and 58 minutes.


      What skills does the GRE test?


      In general, the GRE is designed to test your proficiency in certain key skills that you will need for graduate-level study. More specifically:


      ●The Analytical Writing section tests your ability to write about complex ideas in a coherent, focused fashion as well as your ability to command the conventions of standard written English, provide and evaluate relevant evidence, and critique other points of view.


      ●The Verbal Reasoning section is an assessment of your ability to understand, interpret and analyze complex passages, use reasoning to draw inferences about written material, and use sophisticated vocabulary in context.


      ●The Quantitative Reasoning section is an assessment of basic, high school-level mathematical skills and knowledge, as well as your ability to analyze and interpret data.


      What level of math is required for the Quantitative Reasoning section?


      You will be expected to know high school-level math: arithmetic, and basic concepts in algebra and geometry. You will also be expected to be able to analyze and interpret data presented in tables and graphs.


      Scoring and Score Reporting


      How are the sections of the GRE General Test scored?


      The GRE General Test is scored as follows:


      ●The scores of the Verbal Reasoning section are done in 1-point increments on a scale of 130-170.


      ●The scores of the Quantitative Reasoning section are done in 1-point increments on a scale of 130-170.


      ●The scores of the Analytical Writing section are done in increments of 0.5 on a scale of 0-6.


      When will my score be reported?


      It depends on when you decide to take the GRE General Test. In general, scores for the test are reported in 8-10 days. You can find your scores in your official ETS account.  An email notification from ETS is sent when the test scores are made available. ETS will also send an official Institution Score Report to the institutions you’ve chosen to send the test scores to.



      Check the GRE section at ets.org for updates on score reporting and deadlines.


      How long will my scores be valid?


      Your score for the GRE General Test will remain valid for five years. 


      Other Questions


      Do business schools accept the GRE instead of the GMAT?


      An increasing number of business schools accept the GRE as a substitute for the more standard test for admission to an MBA program, the GMAT. Before you decide to take the GRE instead of the GMAT, make sure that the programs you are interested in applying to will accept the GRE. You can find a list of business schools that currently accept the GRE in the GRE section at ets.org.


      How is the GRE administered?


      The GRE is administered continuously year-round at designated testing centers, where you can take the test free from distractions in a secure environment that discourages cheating. The GRE Test at home is also available for those who are more comfortable in a familiar environment. For information on testing centers in your area and important dates, visit the GRE section at ets.org.


      I have a disability that requires me to ask for special accommodation while taking the test - what sort of accommodation is offered?


      ETS does accommodate test-takers with disabilities. For information on procedures, visit the GRE Disability Accomodations section at ets.org.


      Will there be breaks during testing?


      Yes. You will be given an optional 10-minute break after the third section of the test and multiple one-minute breaks between the remaining sections. 


      Will I be given scratch paper?


      Yes. The test administrator will provide you with scratch paper to use during the test, which has to be returned to the testing center staff without any pages missing. 


      For the at home test, you cannot use regular notepaper. You may use either of the following materials:


      ●●	One small desktop whiteboard with an erasable marker.


      ●●	A sheet of paper placed inside a transparent sheet protector. You can write on this with an erasable marker.


      At the end of the test, you will need to show the proctor that all the notes you took during the test have been erased.


      Should I bring a calculator to the test?


      No. There will be an on-screen calculator for you to use.


    


  



  

     


    

      Chapter 2


      Introduction to Verbal Reasoning


    


     


    

      The Verbal Reasoning component of the GRE is designed to evaluate your skill at reading, interpreting, and analyzing sentences and passages written in standard English. The GRE General Test will have two Verbal Reasoning sections of 12 and 15 questions each. You will have 18 and 23 minutes to complete the sections. Each section will consist of three distinct types of questions: Reading Comprehension, Text Completion, and Sentence Equivalence. This chapter will provide an overview of the types of questions you will face on the Verbal Reasoning portion of the GRE and list some general techniques and strategies for approaching Verbal Reasoning questions. In addition, it gives a more detailed look at each type of question, providing worked examples with in-depth explanations and strategies.


      ●The Verbal Reasoning portion of the GRE features three distinct question types: Reading Comprehension, Text Completion, and Sentence Equivalence.


      ●Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence will be in multiple-choice format; Reading Comprehension will consist of some multiple-choice and some questions where you will be asked to highlight a section of text.


      ●There will be two Verbal Reasoning sections, and you will be given 18 and 23 minutes for finishing the sections.


      Reading Comprehension Questions


      For Reading Comprehension questions, you will be asked to read a passage and answer several questions on the passage. Passages may cover topics from the physical, biological, or social sciences; the arts; the humanities; business; or everyday life. Passages will be between one to five paragraphs in length. After reading the passage, you will be asked to answer several questions about the passage. In some cases, the questions will require you to identify key aspects of the passage or draw inferences about the meaning or the author’s intent. In others, you will be asked to highlight the section of the passage that addresses a particular consideration or identify components of the passage that point to a given conclusion.



      Reading Comprehension Questions will have three formats: multiple-choice in which you choose the single solution that best answers the question, multiple-choice in which you choose one or more solutions that best answer the question, and passage highlighting, in which you highlight the portion of the passage that best addresses a given question. To do well on the Reading Comprehension questions in the Verbal Reasoning component, you will need to be able to quickly read a passage and identify key points and the central themes of the passage.



      ●Reading Comprehension questions will be based on a short passage, which could be between one to five paragraphs long.


      ●Some questions will be multiple-choice, while others will ask you to highlight an appropriate section of the passage. Multiple-choice questions will either ask you to select a single option or multiple options.


      ●Reading Comprehension questions test your ability to understand and interpret complex passages and quickly determine key points and details.


      Text Completion Questions


      Text Completion questions consist of a short passage one to five sentences long with one or more blanks. The passages will cover topics from the physical, biological, or social sciences, the arts, the humanities, business, or everyday life. You will be asked to choose the best option from several to fill in the blank (or blanks) to complete the passage. Text Completion questions have been designed with the aim of testing your vocabulary and your ability to draw plausible inferences about the intended meaning of passages written in standard English.
 


      All Text Completion questions are multiple-choice: the number of options you are given will vary from three (usually for passages with two or more blanks) to five (usually for passages with a single blank). To do well on Text Completion questions, you will need to review the given vocabulary, be able to draw quick inferences about the intent of a passage, and be able to choose the word that completes the passage best given the context.



      ●Text Completion questions will ask you to fill in one or more blanks in a short passage, which is usually one to five sentences long.


      ●All questions will be multiple-choice.


      ●Text Completion questions test your ability to apply sophisticated vocabulary in context and to draw inferences about the meaning of passages based on incomplete information.


      Sentence Equivalence Questions


      Sentence Equivalence questions consist of short sentences with a single blank. The sentence will be on a topic from the physical, biological, or social sciences; the arts; the humanities; business; or everyday life. You will be given six possible answer options to fill in the blank. You must choose the two options that (a) complete the sentence grammatically and (b) produce two completed sentences with the most similar meanings. Sentence Equivalence questions test your understanding of correct English grammar and your vocabulary.
 


      All Sentence Equivalence questions are multiple-choice and will ask you to choose the best two options from a total of six. To do well on Sentence Equivalence questions, you will need to review the given vocabulary and be able to identify words with similar meanings, and you will also need to review the basic rules of English grammar.



      ●Sentence Equivalence questions will ask you to fill in a single blank in a short passage.


      ●All questions will be multiple-choice; you will be asked to choose two options out of six that complete the sentence and produce two sentences having the most similar meanings.


      ●Sentence Equivalence questions test your knowledge of basic rules of grammar, draw correct inferences about the meaning of a passage based on incomplete information, and identify words with similar meanings.


      Tips for Verbal Reasoning Component


      The Verbal Reasoning portion of the GRE tests your command of certain key areas of written English. Doing everything you can to solidify your vocabulary, your grammar, and your ability to understand complex passages will help you prepare for the Verbal Reasoning section of the GRE. Below is a list of general strategies that will help you with the verbal portion of the test:



      ●Familiarize yourself with the types of questions that will be asked. There are a limited number of possible types of questions; once you know the format, you won’t be faced with anything unfamiliar.


      ●Read any instructions on the test carefully - always be sure that you are answering the question that you’ve been asked


      ●Brush up on your vocabulary. You can find a list of common GRE words in this book - carefully review that list. Also, using the examples provided in this book, you can get a good sense of the kinds of words you will encounter on the GRE. Be sure that you know what they mean.


      ●Work on your critical reading skills. For anything you read while preparing for the GRE, try to ask yourself: What are the key points? What is the author trying to say? What information supports the author’s claims?


      ●Work on identifying keywords—words like “although”, “moreover”, and “therefore”—that signal important information or shifts in perspective. Doing this will help you quickly grasp the sense of a passage even if some information is missing.


      ●Use basic logic and common sense to draw inferences about the passage you are working with.


      ● If you are unsure of how to answer a multiple-choice question, you can often use the process of elimination. Often by getting rid of answers that are obviously wrong, you can get the right answer, even if you’re not sure about some of the options.


    


  



   



    Chapter 3


    Introduction to Reading Comprehension


  

 



    Reading Comprehension questions are designed to test your ability to understand, interpret and analyze what you read. You will be asked to read a short passage between one or more paragraphs long and then answer several questions about the passage. To answer them you will need to recognize what the passage explicitly states and be able to draw inferences about the implications of the passage.



    The passages used for Reading Comprehension questions will be drawn from a variety of topics, including the physical, biological, and social sciences; the arts and the humanities; business; and everyday life. To answer the questions on these passages, you do not need to be an expert on the topic covered; you only need to read the passage attentively enough to answer basic questions about it. You will not be asked to evaluate the passage for truth or falsity; you will only need to understand what the author said, and what implications can be drawn from what the author said.



    The questions will appear in three formats: two types of multiple choice and highlighting a section of the passage. The first type of multiple-choice will ask you to choose the single best answer from several options. The second type of multiple-choice will ask you to choose one or more answers from several options. For select-in passage, you will be asked to highlight the section of text that best addresses the question.


    What does a Reading Comprehension question look like?


    Reading Comprehension questions will always be based on a short passage of one or more paragraphs. You will be asked to read the passage and then answer 1-6 questions about it. 



    Below is an example of what a Reading Comprehension question will look like on the GRE General Test:


    Questions 1 to 3 are based on the following reading passage.


    Sometimes hype can create impossible expectations. Nowhere is this phenomenon more pronounced than in the world of popular music. Two bands that came to prominence in the first years of the 2000s exemplify this. New York’s ‘The Strokes’ and England’s ‘Arctic Monkeys’ were both hailed by critics as the leaders of a garage rock revival and more grandiosely, as saviors of rock music. Despite successes and considerable popularity, neither band has entirely lived up to these overblown expectations. Although both bands helped to bring greater awareness to the burgeoning indie music scene, rock music still struggles to compete with other genres of popular music. And although both bands have gained considerable popularity, they still don’t have the ability to fill stadiums and arenas the way that some of their older and less heralded peers do.



    Select only one answer choice.


    1.Which of the following statements best characterizes the main idea of the passage?


    [image: ]   Popular music is more diverse than many people realize


    [image: ]   The Strokes and Arctic Monkeys are both highly successful bands


    [image: ]   A single band can revolutionize popular music


    [image: ]   Critics of popular music sometimes create exaggerated expectations for bands


    [image: ]   Older bands draw bigger crowds than newer bands


    Consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply.


    2.The author most likely uses the phrase “saviors of rock music” to:


    [image: ]	characterize the strokes


    [image: ]	make a plea for the future of the genre


    [image: ]	indicate the hyperbolic expectations created by music critics


     


    3.Select the sentence that suggests rock music’s struggles in competing with other types of popular music.


    Answer Key


    The correct answers to the questions are: 


    1.	D. Critics of popular music sometimes create exaggerated expectations for bands


    2.	C. indicate the hyperbolic expectations created by music critics


    3.	Although both bands helped to bring greater awareness to the burgeoning indie music scene, rock music still struggles to compete with other genres of popular music.


    What skills do Reading Comprehension questions test?


    Reading Comprehension questions test your ability to understand, interpret and analyze complex passages of the kind you will encounter in graduate school. Some key skills that are tested include your ability to


    ●	understand a text holistically and be able to determine the meaning of individual components


    ●	distinguish major and minor points


    ●	succinctly summarize the meaning of an entire passage


    ●	use inference to draw conclusions about implied meaning and intent


    ●	understand how individual parts of a text support the key points


    ●	identify an authors assumptions, biases and perspective


    ●	determine the potential strengths and weaknesses of the author’s position


    Key Facts about Reading Comprehension questions


    ●	Questions will be based off short passages of one or more paragraphs


    ●	There will be approximately 10 passages on the Verbal Reasoning portion of the test; you will be required to answer 1-6 questions per passage


    ●	Passages will be on a variety of topics including the physical, biological and social sciences, the arts and the humanities, business and everyday life


    ●	Questions will be answerable based on the passage alone - you will not need any prior knowledge of the subject matter being discussed


    ●	Questions will ask you to select one or more correct answers from several, or highlight a relevant portion of the passage


    Strategies for Reading Comprehension questions


    You will have 18 and 23 minutes to complete the Verbal Reasoning sections. To complete a section successfully, you will need to budget your time well, and this is especially important with Reading Comprehension questions. It is essential that you do not lose too much time reading passages too carefully. Remember, to do well on Reading Comprehension questions, you do not need to have a mastery of the material covered in a given passage; you just need to be able to answer a few highly directed questions about the passage. If you are able to read the passage both thoroughly and quickly, so much the better. However, if you find yourself taking too much time over a passage, it is better to gather key information quickly than to grasp everything and lose too much time. As you read passages for Reading Comprehension questions, your reading should be goal-oriented: read quickly and “loosely” and focus only on information that is important. Remember, you won’t need to remember anything about the passage after the test, and you only need to grasp the key points while taking the test.



    Another key consideration is how to approach passages that cover unfamiliar material. Remember, passages can be drawn from many different fields, and chances are you will come across a passage that deals with something you are unfamiliar with. However, the questions about the passage will not demand any prior knowledge of the subject matter. Don’t panic if you are asked to read about something that you know nothing about, since the questions will not ask you to evaluate the truth of the claims made in the passage. By the same token, don’t let any expertise that you may possess lead you to make unnecessary judgments about the passage. Focus your attention on answering the questions and always keep in mind that your knowledge or lack of knowledge about the subject matter will have no bearing on how well you are able to answer those questions.



    Finally, keep in mind that the key skills for Reading Comprehension are skimming and paraphrasing. To skim effectively, you will need to read quickly and gather key information. To paraphrase, you will need to be able to summarily restate the key points of the passage in other words. Skimming will help you quickly understand what the passage is about while paraphrasing will allow you to recognize which possible answers are the best. 


    ●	Don’t lose too much time reading a passage carefully; read quickly, and read with the goal of answering the questions


    ●	Don’t worry too much about understanding everything - remember, you don’t need to learn the material covered in the passage thoroughly, you simply need to answer a few highly directed questions


    ●	Don’t let your knowledge or lack of knowledge of the subject matter distract you - every question you are asked will be answerable solely on the basis of the information in the passage


    ●	Use your abilities to skim and paraphrase to your advantage; gather relevant information rapidly, and be able to reformulate it to determine what answer choice best answers the question


    What follows are some more specific strategies for answering Reading Comprehension questions. Later in this section, you’ll have a chance to put your skills to the test and learn how to hone them in several in-depth worked examples.



    Determine What the Passage is About


    Your first task as you read a passage should be to find out what is being discussed. You should immediately look for clues as to what the main idea of the passage is—doing so will help you address any broad questions about the big picture that the passage is trying to convey. The following three questions will help you find the main idea of the passage:



    ●	What is the passage about? This question should be the easiest of the three to answer, and could be fairly broad (e.g. “European history”)



    ●	What is the scope of the passage? This question asks how narrowly/broadly the passage addresses its subject matter


    ●	What is the purpose of the passage? Here you are asking why the author wrote the passage to begin with—is it to educate? To persuade? Who is the intended audience, and what reaction is the author trying to get?


    ●Some of the questions you will be asked will be directly answered by answering one or more of the above questions.



    Skim the Passage


    You need to gather key information quickly to do well and one of the best ways to do that is to skim. As you skim the passage, keep several key points in mind. First of all, skim to determine what the passage is about. You shouldn’t need to read every word carefully to be able to address the questions listed in the section above. Also, as you skim the passage, try to keep in mind how the passage is organized—try to have a general idea of what information can be found where. Some questions will ask you to refer to very specific sections of the text—by skimming effectively, you can form an idea of where you need to look to address specific questions. Finally, don’t be afraid to skip over sentences or phrases that you don’t understand. In many cases, you will be able to learn all you need from a passage without understanding every word. In those rare cases when a question directly addresses something that you didn’t understand on the first read-through, you can always read the section again more carefully when you are trying to answer the question.



    As you are reading the passage, try to get a quick feel for the structure of the text. If there is more than one paragraph, how are the paragraphs organized? What is the topic and purpose of each paragraph? How are evidence and supporting material presented?



    Understanding the Questions


    After skimming the passage as described above, you will need to be prepared to answer questions about it. You can use the following strategies to help you answer the questions well:



    ●	Read the question carefully. While you usually don’t need to read more than a small part of the passage carefully, it’s important that you read the question and the possible solutions with care—you need to have a clear sense of what you are being asked in order to find the right answer.


    ●	If the question is in multiple-choice format, read every possible answer choice. Even if you think you can identify the right answer immediately, make sure you read all of the options.


    ●	If the question is general and asks you to describe what the passage is about, or what the purpose is, you should already have a pretty good idea of what the answer is from skimming and determining what the main idea of the passage is.


    ●	If the question is specific, you may need to find a particular section of the passage and read over it more carefully. Make “mental bookmarks” as you skim the passage to give you some idea of where to find which idea so that when you’re asked to answer a question on something very specific, you’ll know where to find it.


    ● Be prepared to use the information in the passage to draw an inference to a conclusion that was not explicitly stated. Sometimes you’ll be asked to determine the next step in a passage—given what’s said in the passage, what sort of conclusions can be drawn?


    ●	Paraphrase. Sometimes you will find that you just can’t understand the way that a particular question applies to the passage. By trying to reformulate the question, the relevant section of the passage, or both, in your own words, you can often grasp the key idea that you need to address.


    Answering the Questions


    Once you have read and understood the questions, you’ll need to select the best answer (or in some cases, answers).



    ●	Be sure you know what kind of answer you need to find. Some questions will be straight multiple-choice, where you pick only one answer; others will allow you to choose more than one answer, and still, others will ask you to highlight a portion of the text. Be aware of what you’re expected to provide in your answer.


    ●	Be sure you are answering the question that was asked. Just because an answer choice is true, doesn’t necessarily mean that it is right. Sometimes you will have more than one option that correctly addresses a point made by the passage—be sure that you choose the option that answers the question asked.


    ●	Don’t allow any personal opinion or prior knowledge of a topic distract you—again, you should only answer the question as it bears on the passage. You are not being asked to express your opinions about a passage or critique the content.


    ●	Use logic. To correctly answer some questions, you will need to use basic logic. Learn to recognize implicit assumptions made by the author, and draw inferences to see what unstated conclusions might follow from a passage.


    ●	Apply the process of elimination. For multiple-choice questions, you will often be given several potential answers that are more obviously wrong than others. Be sure to dismiss these answers first of all, since even if you don’t know which of the remaining options is the right answer, you’ll increase your odds of choosing it by dismissing those that are clearly wrong.


    Types of Questions


    There are several types of Reading Comprehension questions that you can expect to find. Reviewing the kinds of questions you can expect to be asked, and looking at strategies for answering them, will help you prepare for the test. The following is a list of typical questions:



    ●What is the main idea?


    ●What is the purpose?


    ●	Identify specific details


    ●	Identify the purpose of specific details


    ●	Infer a conclusion based on evidence presented in the passage


    ●	Identify assumptions made by the author


    ●	Identify additional evidence that might undermine/bolster the author’s argument


    ●	Highlight a specific section of text that addresses a question


    ●	Other


    Main Idea


    Some questions will be quite straightforward—you will be asked to answer a “big picture” question about the passage, such as questions about the main topic, intended audience, and scope.



    Assuming that you have skimmed the passage well and answered the questions listed above in the section on determining what the passage is about, answering this type of question should be quite easy. Practice reading passages to quickly grasp the key points, and then have confidence in your ability to apply this skill on test day.
 


    Purpose


    Some questions will ask you to say something about the purpose of the passage. Here you are being asked to make an educated guess as to why the author bothered to write the passage—did they intend to educate? To entertain? To undermine a commonly held belief? To develop an argument as to why their perspective is better than another?



    When answering questions about the purpose of a passage, look for clues in structure and wording. Does the author develop and then dismiss a certain view? What is the tone—is it adversarial or merely stating facts? Does the passage present a course of action, or does it simply present information? Answering questions such as these will help you determine some basic points about the passage, such as whether the author is advocating something or just trying to educate. You can then look over some of the details of the passage to gain a sense of exactly what position the author is advocating, or who the intended audience might be for the information given.



    Details


    Some questions will ask you to identify specific points within the passage. Here you are being asked to find the place in the passage where the author discusses some particular aspect of the main topic or detail that supports something that they have said.



    To answer these questions, you will need to have good skimming skills. As you skim, learn to mentally bookmark the passage so that you know where to find certain information whether or not you have read it carefully or understood it perfectly. Doing this will allow you to quickly refer back to the right section of the passage to find the specific point you are being asked about.



    Purpose of Detail


    Some questions will ask you to identify why the author chose to use certain details in their discussion. If the author is making an argument, you will need to think why they chose to include a certain point to support it; if they are attempting to educate, you will need to decide why they thought a given detail would help make the discussion more informative.



    To do well with these types of questions, you will need to have a good grasp on the topic and purpose of the passage, and you will need to know where to find the relevant detail to see where and how it fits into the whole discussion. As you read through the passage, try to read actively rather than passively—ask yourself why the author has chosen to include particular information, and how it fits into the piece as a whole. If you can get a good sense of how and why things hang together in the passage as you skim through it, you will be able to answer this type of question much more rapidly.



    Additional Conclusions


    Sometimes you will be asked to put together the evidence provided in a passage to draw a conclusion. In some cases, the author will have stated a clear conclusion and you will be asked to use the evidence presented to find other implied conclusions. In others, the author will have left their conclusions implied, and you will be asked to say something about them given the evidence.



    To answer questions about implied conclusions, you need to grasp the main idea of the passage. There is no way to answer questions about what conclusion you might draw from the passage without knowing the ‘big picture’ information about the passage. Once you have that, you can use clues from the author’s tone and the details they provide to determine what conclusions can be inferred.



    Assumptions


    Some questions may ask you what assumptions are implied in the passage. Here, you will need to consider what the author is assuming to develop their position—what do they consider so completely uncontroversial that they rely on it without even mentioning it?



    To answer questions about assumptions, you will need to have a solid grasp of what the author is trying to say and why, and how they have structured the passage. You need to focus on ideas or points that are essential to what the author is trying to say but have been left unstated.



    Bolster/Undermine


    Sometimes you will be asked to identify another point that would either strengthen or weaken the author’s case in the passage. Here you are looking for any additional evidence that can be brought to bear on the passage.



    To answer this type of question, you need to have a clear grasp of the main idea, purpose, and structure of the passage. Focus on only those potential answers that have a direct bearing on the topic, and weigh how the additional information would affect the development of the passage.



    Highlight


    Sometimes you will be asked to find a specific point in the passage and highlight it. For these questions, rather than being given possible answers, you will need to find the answer in the text and highlight it.



    If you have skimmed the passage well and know where to find different points, these questions will be quite similar to multiple-choice questions that ask for specific details. Focus your attention only on those parts of the passage that deal specifically with the question asked, and answer the question based on that.



    Other


    You may be asked other types of questions about passages, although any additional type of question will test the same skills that the types listed test. To answer other question types, apply the techniques discussed above in the appropriate combination.



    General Tips for answering Reading Comprehension questions


    ●	Be sure that you read the instructions for the question carefully. Remember that Reading Comprehension questions can appear in three distinct formats, and to correctly answer a given question, you’ll need to understand the format.


    ●	For all types of multiple-choice questions, always review every potential answer before you choose the correct answer or answers.


    ●	For multiple-choice questions that ask for the single best answer, select only the option that best addresses the question.


    ●	For multiple-choice questions that ask you to select one or more answers, don’t be alarmed if more than one of the options looks correct. For this type of question, you can select all of the options that accurately answer the question. 


    ●	Don’t be deceived by answers that are only partially true, or do not completely address the question—make sure that you select only those answers that fully and appropriately answer the question you were asked, especially for those questions that ask you to select a single option out of several or a passage.


    KEY STRATEGY # 1


    Always use the process of elimination. Many multiple-choice questions of any type will have some options that are more obviously wrong than some others—perhaps they fall beyond the scope of the question, or perhaps they produce an absurd result. If you are not immediately certain of the correct answer, dismiss those answers that are obviously wrong and work with what remains. Even if you end up having to guess the right answer, you’ll increase your odds of guessing right by eliminating answers that are obviously incorrect.



    KEY STRATEGY # 2


    Some questions on the test are designed to make you waste time if you haven’t read effectively. If you did not do a good job of skimming the passage, you could easily waste minutes searching through the passage trying to determine which answers are right and which aren’t. Don’t let this happen. Hone your skimming skills so that you already have an idea of which information is right and which isn’t before you look back over the passage for any final confirmation.



    KEY STRATEGY # 3


    You should be careful not to let “fancy” options that sound like they relate to the passage fool you. Some answer choices will be designed to take advantage of the way your mind tends to associate information with the topic. Be wary of this and be sure to ask yourself whether you actually saw anything in the passage that substantiates a possible answer.



    KEY STRATEGY # 4


    As you work on Reading Comprehension questions, remember to use elementary logic to your advantage. One very basic rule of logic is the following: for two propositions p and q, if p then q and not q entails not p. In other words, if you know that it is true that proposition p implies proposition q, and you know that proposition q is not true, then you know that proposition p is also not true. Use this and other strategies from basic logic to answer Reading Comprehension questions that require reasoning.



  


	
     



    Chapter 4


	Practice Questions for Reading Comprehension


    

 


			This chapter is devoted to helping you develop your skill with Reading Comprehension questions using practice questions. You will find sets of passages related to subjects namely Arts and Humanities, Biological Sciences, Business, Everyday Topics, Physical Sciences and Social Sciences, that are similar to the sorts of passages you will encounter on an actual GRE test. Each passage has a set of questions and a detailed explanation of the solution to each question. The questions and their solutions will be presented as follows:

			In each set:

			●A passage related to a particular subject similar to what you can expect on an actual GRE test

			●Several questions about the passage similar to those you will encounter on an actual GRE test

			In Explanatory Answers for each set:

			●In most sets, a quick summary that paraphrases the main issues of the passage and points out important words or phrases that indicate the meaning or intent of the passage. Being able to answer a few basic questions about Reading Comprehension passages before you even see any of the questions is a key skill that will help you answer questions more quickly and more accurately. The summaries provided here will give you some sense of how to approach summarizing when looking at actual questions. 

			●Detailed solutions that explain what the correct answer is, and what strategy or strategies you could use to determine the correct answer. Explanatory answers will usually refer back to the summary.

			Practice Set 1: Arts and Humanities

			Passage 1

			Questions 1 to 4 are based on the following passage.

			Dmitry Shostakovich’s first visit to the United States was an appearance at the Cultural and Scientific Conference for World Peace in New York City in March 1949. He was serving as one of five delegates from the Soviet Union, and as a delegate he listened as his translators read a prepared speech, mumbled brief answers to a few awkward questions, played on the piano once, attended a few concerts, and then left with cartons of cigarettes under his arm. The conference was described in the popular press as pro-Communist propaganda, and protestors picketed the streets outside the Waldorf. Many Americans, however, were familiar with Shostakovich’s music, and many knew about the recent banning of his works in the Soviet Union. 

			For Questions 1 and 2, select only one answer choice.

			1.Which of the following best describes the author’s assessment of Shostakovich’s first trip to the United States?

			[image: ]   The Cultural and Scientific Conference for World Peace was essentially pro-Communist 			        propaganda and Shostakovich viewed it as such.

			[image: ]   The Cultural and Scientific Conference for World Peace was designed to present Shostakovich’s 		        works to the world for the first time, but his debut was overshadowed by the controversy 			        surrounding the event.

			[image: ]   The Cultural and Scientific Conference for World Peace proved to be an inauspicious U.S debut 		        for Shostakovich.

			[image: ]   Shostakovich’s visit focused public attention on his music and the recent banning of his works in 		        the Soviet Union.

			[image: ]   Despite several problems, Shostakovich’s visit boosted his popularity in the United State

			2.What is the author’s purpose in closing this passage with the sentence, “Many Americans, however, were familiar with Shostakovich’s music, and many knew about the recent banning of his works in the Soviet Union?”

			[image: ]   To note that despite the lack of attention and exposure given to Shostakovich at the Conference 		        and despite the perception of the Conference as propaganda, the composer’s work and political 		        plight were already known in the United States.

			[image: ]   To note that the presence of Shostakovich, whose work and political plight were known in the 		        U.S., lent credence to the popular perception of the Conference as propaganda.

			[image: ]   To suggest that those Americans familiar with Shostakovich’s work and political plight did not 		        share the view that the Conference was pro-Communist propaganda

			[image: ]   To suggest that the knowledge of Shostakovich and his political plight led to the protests against 		        the Conference

			[image: ]   To suggest that Shostakovich’s political troubles were the primary reason for his fame in the 			        United States

			Consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply. 

			3.Which of the following statements about Shostakovich’s first visit to the U.S. are implied by the passage?

			[image: ]  The performance of Shostakovich’s music was not given priority at the Conference.

			[image: ]      Shostakovich participated in the conference reluctantly.

			[image: ]      Shostakovich was a smoker.

			4.Select the sentence which provides the most information about Shostakovich’s musical compositions.

			Passage 2

			Questions 5 to 8 are based on the following passage.

			In the Americas, paganism provided a convenient initial excuse for conquest and enslavement of indigenous people. However, as Indians were gradually Christianized, race replaced paganism as a justification for Spanish domination. Furthermore, gender functioned as a facilitator of political negotiation and inter-ethnic relations in the New World. Because more than 80 percent of Spanish immigrants to the Indies between 1492 and 1580 were male, race and gender ideologies interacted to reinforce the political and cultural hegemony of the Spanish in the New World. 

			For Questions 5 to 7, select only one answer choice.

			5.The passage addresses which of the following issues related to the large percentage of male Spanish immigrants during the 16th Century?

			[image: ]   The question of whether gender issues were more influential than racial ideologies upon the 			        relationship between Spanish immigrants and indigenous peoples

			[image: ]   The contention that the Spanish immigrants’ efforts at converting natives to Christianity were 		        inspired largely by gender ideology

			[image: ]   The implication that racial attitudes toward the native population might have been different had 		        there been a higher percentage of female Spanish immigrants

			[image: ]   The contention that gender ideology, in combination with the Spaniards’ attitude toward race, 		        was a significant facilitator of the Spanish domination of the indigenous population

			[image: ]   The suggestion that the Spaniard’s attitudes towards gender, as well as race, evolved from the 		        largely successful effort to convert the natives to Christianity

			6.The passage makes which of the following assertions with regard to racial issues?

			[image: ]   Racial attitudes tend to shape gender ideology when two cultures meet for the first time

			[image: ]   While the Spaniards originally felt superior to the natives because the natives were not Christian, 		        a belief in racial superiority eventually became a long-term influence upon their policies

			[image: ]   Racial attitudes tended to support the political dominance of the Spanish, while gender issues 		        tended to support cultural hegemony

			[image: ]   The racial attitudes of the natives toward the Spanish interacted with the Spaniards’ belief in 			        their own racial superiority to reinforce the cultural hegemony of the period

			[image: ]   The pagan beliefs of the native peoples served as a justification for the Spaniards’ racial attitudes 		        toward them

			7.In the final sentence, the word “hegemony” most nearly means in the context of the passage:

			[image: ]   The distinctive characteristics of one ethnic group

			[image: ]   The predominant influence of one group or ideology over another

			[image: ]   The decline of a civilization

			[image: ]   The tradition of white, male dominance in Western culture

			[image: ]   Policy based upon religious precepts

			Consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply. 

			8.Which of the following does the passage suggest was a primary influence upon the Spanish domination of the Indians?

			[image: ]      Political hegemony

			[image: ]      Racial ideology

			[image: ]      Gender demographics

			Passage 3

			Question 9 is based on the following passage.

			It is little realized how slowly, how painfully, we approach the expression of truth. We are so variable, so anxious to be polite, and alternately swayed by caution or anger. Our mind oscillates like a pendulum: it takes some time for it to come to rest. And then, the proper allowance and correction has to be made for our individual vibrations that prevent accuracy. Even the compass needle doesn’t point the true north, but only the magnetic north. Similarly, our minds at best can but indicate magnetic truth, and are distorted by many things that act as iron filings do on the compass. The necessity of holding one’s job: what an iron filing that is on the compass card of a man’s brain!

			Select only one answer choice.

			9.One of the following sentences provides support for the conclusion about “truth”. Which one?

			[image: ]   Desperation causes people to do things they wouldn’t normally do.

			[image: ]   Compasses sometimes lack accuracy, just like people.

			[image: ]   Truth is not “black or white”, it only exists in shades of grey.

			[image: ]   Past experiences have a significant effect on a person’s behavior.

			[image: ]   People are often very dishonest, and seldom can be trusted 100%.

			Passage 4

			Questions 10 to 13 are based on the following passage.

			“GOOD!” cried the Idiot, from behind the voluminous folds of the magazine section of his Sunday newspaper. “Here’s a man after my own heart. Professor Duff, of Glasgow University, has come out with a public statement that the maxims and proverbs of our forefathers are largely hocus–pocus and buncombe. I’ve always maintained that myself from the moment I had my first copy–book lesson in which I had to scrawl the line, ‘It’s a long lane that has no turning,’ twenty–four times. And then that other absurd statement, ‘A stitch in the side is worth two in the hand’—or something like it—I forget just how it goes—what Tommy–rot that is.”

			“Well, I don’t know about that, Mr. Idiot,” said Mr. Whitechoker, tapping his fingers together reflectively. 

			“Certain great moral principles are instilled into the minds of the young by the old proverbs and maxims that remain with them forever and become a potent influence in the formation of character.”

			“I should like to agree with you, but I can’t,” said the Idiot. “I don’t believe anything that is noble in the way of character was ever fostered by such a statement as that it’s a long lane that has no turning. In the first place, it isn’t necessarily true. I know a lane on my grandfather’s farm that led from the hen–coop to the barn. There wasn’t a turn nor a twist in it, and I know by actual measurement that it wasn’t sixty feet long. 

			For Questions 10 and 11, select only one answer choice.

			10.Which of the following statements best reflects the author’s main point in this passage regarding the 	validity of maxims and proverbs?

			[image: ]   These popular phrases are antiquated and useless.

			[image: ]   Common phrases such as the ones mentioned in the passage are confusing and vague.

			[image: ]   Phrases that are passed down through generations in still important messages in society through 		        repetition.

			[image: ]   People who misunderstand the significance of proverbs simply do not understand them.

			[image: ]   Proverbs and maxims present literal messages for social improvement.

			11.The bold–faced sentence contributes to the Idiot’s main argument regarding the insignificance of popular sayings in all of the following ways EXCEPT:

			[image: ]   It provides evidence to support his opinion.

			[image: ]   It summarizes his main point.

			[image: ]   It introduces his opinion.

			[image: ]   It offers an alternate explanation to support his opinion.

			[image: ]   It presents an argument.

			12.Select the sentence in the passage that best depicts the author’s view of the Idiot’s lack of intelligence regarding the meaning of proverbs.

			Consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply. 

			13.Which of the following words could be used to indicate the author’s attitude towards people who misuse and misunderstand proverbs and maxims?

			[image: ]      Derisive

			[image: ]      Satirical

			[image: ]      Light-hearted

			Passage 5

			Question 14 is based on the following passage.

			Together with the Mayans, the Andean peoples weave their stories and myths into their clothing. They attire themselves in their myths, legends, and folk stories which, at times, are displayed in their clothing. Histories merge with these tales, augmenting a powerful tradition. The visual metaphors that evolve link these indigenous peoples through their ancestors and varied cultures to the beginnings of time forging an identity and creating a sense of security and order. The daily dress cultivates this harmony. Thus, it can be said that weavers are bearers of tradition and are representatives of the Archetypal Feminine.

			14.Select the sentence that suggests the ways in which the traditional attire promotes a sense of emotional well-being.

			Passage 6

			Question 15 is based on the following passage.

			For Africans, movement is a great way of communicating with others. Because of this, the dances often utilize symbolic mime, gestures, masks, props, visual devices, and body painting. Most of the basic movements of African dances emphasize the use of torso, upper body, and feet. There are also complex dances that use intricate action and various body parts. Team dances are common but there are also times when the dance involves 2-4 individuals taking turns on the dancing ring. There are also different formations used by the dancers like columns, serpentine, circular, and linear 

			15.Select the sentence that suggests that some dancing exhibitions may be competitive in nature.

			Passage 7

			Questions 16 to 19 are based on the following passage.

			After the splendid outburst of painting in the first half of the fourteenth century, there came a lull. The thoughts and sentiments of medieval Italy had been now set forth in art. The sincere and simple style of Giotto was worked out. But the new culture of the Revival had not as yet sufficiently penetrated the Italians for the painters to express it; nor had they mastered the technicalities of their craft in such a manner as to render the delineation of more complex forms of beauty possible. The years between 1400 and 1470 may be roughly marked out as the second period of great activity in painting.

			For Questions 16 to 18, select only one answer choice.

			16.Which of the following best describes the author’s primary purpose in this passage?

			[image: ]   To describe and explain the progress of Italian painting from the 13th to the 14th centuries.

			[image: ]   To describe the influence of Giotto upon painters of the 14th century.

			[image: ]   To describe the technical superiority of 14th century paintings to their 13th century predecessors.

			[image: ]   To describe the end of the Revival around the middle of the 13th century and the beginning of a 		        new era of art in the 14th century.

			[image: ]   To compare and contrast two important eras of Italian painting. 

			17.The author implies that a second great period of Italian painting began around 1400 for which of the following reasons?

			[image: ]   The influential painter Giotto finally established a simple and sincere style for others to emulate.

			[image: ]   Medieval Italian culture could not be effectively expressed artistically before this time because 		        artistic expression had been limited by the influence of Giotto.

			[image: ]   Revival Italian culture had had time to ferment and artistic technique had had time to develop.

			[image: ]   Once Medieval Italian culture had been thoroughly explored in art, painters were able to 			        progress into a new era.

			[image: ]   New painting techniques were developed around this time, enabling artists to create more 			        complex works.

			18.Which of the following is clearly implied by the author?

			[image: ]   Italian painters of the Revival period expressed Italian culture as effectively as painters of the 		        Medieval period.

			[image: ]   Italian paintings of the Revival period were aesthetically superior to those of the medieval 			        period.

			[image: ]   There were very few Italian paintings produced during the second half of the 14th century.

			[image: ]   Italian paintings of the Revival period tended to be more complex than those of the medieval 		        period.

			[image: ]   Italian painters of the medieval period were satisfied with a simpler style and not interested in 		        more complex techniques.

			Consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply. 

			19.The author gives which of the following as a reason for the artistic “lull” described in the passage?

			[image: ]      Revival culture was too new and unfamiliar for artists to incorporate effectively into their work.

			[image: ]      Medieval culture had been thoroughly explored artistically.

			[image: ]      New artistic techniques take time to develop.

			Passage 8

			Question 20 is based on the following passage.

			A pleasant and elevated spot being fixed upon, Sheddad dispatched a hundred chiefs to collect skilled artists and workmen from all countries. He also commanded the monarchs of Syria and Ormus to send him all their jewels and precious stones. Forty camel-loads of gold, silver, and jewels were daily used in the building, which contained a thousand spacious quadrangles of many thousand rooms. When finished, Sheddad marched to view it. Suddenly was heard in the air a voice like thunder, and Sheddad, looking up, beheld a personage of majestic figure and stern aspect, who said, “I am the angel of death, commissioned to seize thy impure soul.” Sheddad exclaimed, “Give me leisure to enter the garden,” and was descending from his horse, when the seizer of life snatched away his impure spirit, and he fell dead upon the ground. At the same time, lightning flashed and destroyed the whole army of the infidel, and the rose garden of Irim became concealed from the sight of man.

			Select only one answer choice.

			20.Which of the following is an explanation for concealing the rose garden of Irim from the sight of man?

			[image: ]   To prevent theft of the precious metals and gems used in its construction 

			[image: ]   To reserve its spectacular beauty for God and His angels 

			[image: ]   To prevent Sheddad’s heirs from claiming it as their own

			[image: ]   As a preventive against using the riches of other countries to promote oneself

			[image: ]   As a moral lesson about the sin of excessive pride

			Passage 9

			Questions 21 to 24 are based on the following passage.

			I was satisfied with San Francisco, with my interest in the lumber yards, and with my partnership with Colonel Stevenson on the North Beach. My interest in my brig, when it came down, and my prospective interest in what was to be the city of Toulom, and my associations with Mr. R., who was building the first brewery on the Pacific, which I was backing up with my endorsement, and I was to have one–third interest when it was completed, if I wanted it, at first cost, looked like a very favorable investment for me at that time. I was living an active and enterprising life, with bright hopes of future fortune. One morning when I went down to the North Beach, I found there had been a house erected on our land in the night. I, of course, informed the colonel at once. He informed me it was a man by the name of Colton, who pretended to have a title under what he called the “Colton Grant,” and that it was bogus, and that he had the building erected to try and force his title. The colonel said he would see the judge of the court in the city and get an order for its removal. In about two hours he sent a messenger with an order from the judge authorizing us to remove it. He instructed me to employ all the men that were necessary, and have the material removed from the premises and he would pay the bill, which I did, and our title was not disputed after that.

			21.Select the sentence in the passage that implies that Colonel Stevenson enjoys a significant level of respect in San Francisco. 

			For Questions 22 and 23, select only one answer choice.

			22.Which of the following is the best description of the author’s attitude concerning his experiences in the San Francisco area?

			[image: ]   choleric

			[image: ]   earnest

			[image: ]   objective

			[image: ]   sanguine

			[image: ]   sincere

			23.Which of the following is likely to be a topic in the text that immediately follows the passage presented here?

			[image: ]   Steps taken by the government in San Francisco to prevent further bogus land claims.

			[image: ]   The process by which the author built a house on his land in the North Beach.

			[image: ]   The outcome of the author’s enterprises in California.

			[image: ]   The arrival of the author’s brig.

			[image: ]   The completion of the brewery. 

			Consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply. 

			24.Which of the following statements is a reasonable explanation for Colton’s attempt to poach the author’s claim to the land?

			[image: ]      The rapid growth of San Francisco and the towns surrounding it created an urgency to obtain 		         plots of land suitable for building homes.

			[image: ]      The rights of squatters were seriously considered when encouraging settlement in the early days 		         of San Francisco.

			[image: ]      An unscrupulous speculator sold the land to Colton under false pretenses.

			Passage 10

			Question 25 is based on the following passage.

			The aim of this little work is, therefore, limited to the gathering of such facts and phenomena as may serve to throw light upon the nature of the magic powers with which man is undoubtedly endowed. Its end will be attained if it succeeds in showing that he actually does possess powers which are not subject to the general laws of nature, but more or less independent of space and time, and which yet make themselves known partly by appeals to the ordinary senses and partly by peculiar phenomena, the result of their activity. These higher powers, operating exclusively through the spirit of man, are part of his nature, which has much in common with that of the Deity, since he was created by God “in His own image,” and the Lord “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became a living soul.

			Select only one answer choice.

			25.Based on the information in this passage, what makes it likely that the author will find it difficult to conduct an objective investigation?

			[image: ]   His belief in God

			[image: ]   His preconceived idea that man has magical powers

			[image: ]   The lack of previous research on the subject

			[image: ]   The refusal of the church to cooperate in his endeavor

			[image: ]   The likelihood that the public will scoff at his ideas

			Passage 11 

			Question 26 is based on the following passage.

			I must confess, though, that I am a bibliophile with War books. Any book about the Great War is good enough for me. I am to that class of literature what little boys are to stamps. Yes; I know well the dreaded implication. I am aware of the worm in the mind; that I probe a wound; that I surrender to an impulse to peer into the darkness of the pit; that I encourage a thought which steals in with the quiet of midnight, and that it keeps me awake while the household sleeps. I know I consort with ghosts in a region of evil. I get the horrors, and I do not repel them. For some reason I like those ghosts. Most of them have no names for me, but I count them as old friends of mine; and where should I meet them again, at night, but amid the scenes we knew.

			26.Select the sentence that suggests that the writer may be performing a cathartic act in this passage.

			Passage 12

			Questions 27 and 28 are based on the following passage.

			Out we drove at last. It was December, but by luck we found a halcyon morning which had got lost in the year’s procession. It was a Sunday morning, and it had not been ashore. It was still virgin, bearing a vestal light. It had not been soiled yet by any suspicion of this trampled planet, this muddy star, which its innocent and tenuous rays had discovered in the region of night. I thought it still was regarding us as a lucky find there. Its light was tremulous, as if with joy and eagerness. I met this discovering morning as your ambassador while you still slept, and betrayed not, I hope, any greyness and bleared satiety of ours to its pure, frail, and lucid regard. That was the last good service I did before leaving you quiet. I was glad to see how well our old earth did meet such a light, as though it had no difficulty in looking day in the face. The world was miraculously renewed. 

			Select only one answer choice.

			27.In the context of this passage, which of the following is the best definition for “lucid”?

			[image: ]   Easily understood

			[image: ]   Shining or bright

			[image: ]   Rational or sane

			[image: ]   Clear, transparent

			[image: ]   Evident

			Consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply.

			28.Select the statement that can replace the second sentence of the passage without altering the overall meaning of the author’s words.

			[image: ]      Although it was December, we were fortunate to discover tranquil weather that seemed a better 		         fit for a warmer month

			[image: ]      It was December, and we discovered a holiday celebration that we had neglected to observe 			         earlier in the year

			[image: ]      Because it was December, we felt as carefree on that morning as we had in the summer month

			Passage 13

			Questions 29 and 30 are based on the following passage.

			Friends - This lecture has been delivered under these circumstances: I visit a town or city, and try to arrive there early enough to see the postmaster, the barber, the keeper of the hotel, the principal of the schools, and the ministers of some of the churches, and then go into some of the factories and stores, and talk with the people, and get into sympathy with the local conditions of that town or city and see what has been their history, what opportunities they had, and what they had failed to do - and every town fails to do something - and then go to the lecture and talk to those people about the subjects which applied to their locality. “Acres of Diamonds” - the idea - has continuously been precisely the same. The idea is that in this country of ours every man has the opportunity to make more of himself than he does in his own environment, with his own skill, with his own energy, and with his own friends.

			For Questions 29 and 30, select only one answer choice.

			29.Based on the information in this passage, select the word that best describes his purpose in delivering his presentation, “Acres of Diamonds”.

			[image: ]   Information

			[image: ]   Confirmation

			[image: ]   Innovation

			[image: ]   Motivation

			[image: ]   Intimidation

			30.What is the relationship of the last two sentences to the preceding portion of the passage?

			[image: ]   They invalidate the process of the writer’s visiting local officials and work places.

			[image: ]   They contrast the universality of the idea with the specificity of the points for each town or city.

			[image: ]   They cast aspersions on the officials and townsfolk that he has visited.

			[image: ]   They summarize the information that he has discovered from his visits to officials and work 			        places.

			[image: ]   They support the assumption of failure on the parts of the town’s inhabitants.

			Passage 14

			Questions 31 and 32 are based on the following passage.

			Nowhere is there anything just like them. In his best work - and his tales of the great metropolis are his best - he is unique. The soul of his art is unexpectedness. Humor at every turn there is, and sentiment and philosophy and surprise. One never may be sure of himself. The end is always a sensation. No foresight may predict it, and the sensation is always genuine. Whatever else O. Henry was, he was an artist, a master of plot and diction, a genuine humorist, and a philosopher. His weakness lay in the very nature of his art. He was an entertainer bent only on amusing and surprising his reader. Everywhere brilliancy, but too often it is joined to cheapness; art, yet art merging swiftly into caricature. Like Harte, he cannot be trusted. Both writers on the whole may be said to have lowered the standards of American literature, since both worked in the surface of life with theatric intent and always without moral background, O. Henry moves, but he never lifts.

			Select only one answer choice.

			31.Consider the words of this critic and select the word or phrase that best identifies what is missing from O. Henry’s writing.

			[image: ]   Tension

			[image: ]   Style

			[image: ]   Subtlety

			[image: ]   Plot

			[image: ]   Conflict resolution

			Consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply.

			32.Which of the following statements, if true, would have altered this critic’s opinion of both O. Henry’s and Harte’s literary endeavors?

			[image: ]      The readers of the stories crafted by Harte and O. Henry are left with a sense of satisfaction

			[image: ]      Harte’s and O. Henry’s stories continue to appear in secondary school anthologies

			[image: ]      The themes in the works of both writers provide significant insight into the motivations of 			         human behavior

			Passage 15

			Questions 33 to 38 are based on the following passage.

			Men’s ideas root pretty far back. Their religious creeds are very old. By means of interest and hope and largely fear, they manage to hang on to the old, even when they know it is not true. The idea of man’s importance came in the early history of the human race. He looked out on the earth, and of course he thought it was flat! It looks flat, and he thought it was. He saw the sun, and he formed the conception that somebody moved it out every morning and pulled it back in at night. He saw the moon, and he had the opinion that somebody pulled that out at sundown and took it in the morning. He saw the stars, and all there was about the stars was, “He made the stars also.” They were just “also.” They were close by, and they were purely for man to look at, about like diamonds in the shirt bosoms of people who like them.

			This was not an unreasonable idea, considering what they had to go on. The people who still believe it have no more to go on. Blind men can’t be taught to see or deaf people to hear. The primitive people thought that the stars were right nearby and just the size they seemed to be. Of course, now we know that some of them are so far away that light traveling at nearly 286,000 miles a second takes several million light years to get to the earth, and some of them are so large that our sun, even, would be a fly-speck to them. The larger the telescopes the more of them we see, and the imagination can’t compass the end of them. It is just humanly possible that somewhere amongst the infinite number of infinitely larger and more important specks of mud in the universe there might be some organisms of matter that are just as intelligent as our people on the earth. So, to have the idea that all of this was made for man gives man a great deal of what Weber and Field used to call “Proud flesh.”

			Man can’t get conceited from what he knows today, and he can’t get it from what intellectual people ever knew. You remember, in those days the firmament was put in to divide the water below from the water above. They didn’t know exactly what it was made of, but they knew what it was. Heaven was up above the firmament. They knew what it was, because Jacob had seen the angels going up and down on a ladder. Of course, a ladder was the only transportation for such purposes known to Jacob. If he had been dreaming now, they would have been going up in a flying machine and coming down in the same way.

			Our conceptions of things root back; and that, of course, is the reason for our crude religions, our crude laws, our crude ideas, and our exalted opinion of the human race.

			For Questions 33 to 35, select only one answer choice.

			33.In the context of this passage, which of the following definitions most closely fits the use of the word “crude” in the last sentence of the passage?

			[image: ]   Lacking in intellectual subtlety, perceptivity

			[image: ]   Unrefined or natural

			[image: ]   Lacking finish, polish, or completeness

			[image: ]   Lacking culture, refinement, tact

			[image: ]   Undisguised; blunt

			34.What purpose is served by the author’s using the speed of light in the second paragraph?

			[image: ]   To reveal the author’s level of education

			[image: ]   To demonstrate how man’s understanding of the universe has increased

			[image: ]   To help the reader understand the context of the passage

			[image: ]   To explain how distant the stars actually are

			[image: ]   To show the value of telescopes

			35.What does the author’s use of the words “blind” and “deaf” in the second paragraph reveal about his attitude toward his topic?

			[image: ]   They make evident his optimism for the human race

			[image: ]   They demonstrate his fear for the human race

			[image: ]   They show his scorn for members of the human race

			[image: ]   They reveal his feelings of superiority over other men 

			[image: ]   They reinforce his sense of hopelessness about science in general

			For Questions 36 and 37 consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply.

			36.Which of the following is akin to the story of Jacob’s ladder?

			[image: ]      President Kennedy’s declaration that the United States would send a man to the moon by the 		         end of the 1960’s

			[image: ]      The belief that the Earth is the center of the universe

			[image: ]      Columbus’ calling the natives of the New World Indians

			37.What does the author imply when he says at the beginning of the third paragraph that man can’t get conceited from what he knows today?

			[image: ]      Man has failed to make significant progress in knowledge

			[image: ]      Man’s current knowledge will be made insignificant by the knowledge of future generations

			[image: ]      The knowledge that man possesses is not used for the advancement of the human race

			38.Select the sentence that supports the author’s opinion that man is conceited.

			Passage 16 

			Question 39 is based on the following passage.

			Is human nature intrinsically good or inherently evil? One of the most prominent and influential arguments for the latter was put forward by the British political philosopher Thomas Hobbes. In his seminal work, Leviathan, Hobbes established his theory of the social contract, in which he claimed that humans without government exist in a state of nature where each individual has a right to everything, engendering a “war against all”. This environment creates a constant fear of death and prevents humans from both obtaining and hoping for the necessities needed to survive. It is only through the establishment of a civil society by way of a social contract that individuals are able to unite and thrive collectively. For Hobbes, society is what tames and controls the ultimately selfish and corrupt natural state of the human being.

			39.Select the sentence that best illustrates Hobbes’ view on human nature.

			Passage 17 

			Questions 40 and 41 are based on the following passage.

			The Pop Art movement is generally seen as the aesthetic expression of capitalism, its motifs and imagery centering on mass production and consumer culture. The hallmark of Pop Art is its ability to make the viewer feel that it is pretend and not worthy of serious critique. A good example of such a work is pop artist Andy Warhol’s images of Campbell’s Soup cans. While Pop Art seems superfluous at the surface level, it is actually produced with marked intentionality and has a message that splinters in two directions. In Britain, Pop Artists use the capitalist aesthetic to mock and critique the vapidity of American consumer society while American Pop Artists tend to use their work as a celebration of reality and a slight re-imagining of familiar surroundings.

			Select only one answer choice.

			40.How does British Pop Art differ from American Pop Art?

			[image: ]   There is no difference

			[image: ]   British Pop Art lampoons American consumer culture while American Pop Art focuses on 	        	          recreating reality

			[image: ]   British Pop Art is not worthy of serious critique while American Pop Art is highly valued as a 		        legitimate form of aesthetic expression

			[image: ]   British Pop artists are more famous than American Pop artists

			[image: ]   British Pop artists avoid exploring capitalism in their work while American Pop artists use their 		        work to address issues related to capitalism

			Consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply.

			41.What traits of capitalistic culture does Pop Art seek to explore?

			[image: ]      Consumerism

			[image: ]      Mass production

			[image: ]      Free markets

			Passage 18 

			Question 42 is based on the following passage.

			One of the defining features of the Art Nouveau movement was its desire to distance itself aesthetically from previous methods of artistic expression. Art Nouveau arose at the turn of the 20th century as a reaction to the Neoclassicist movement’s propensity to simply mimic the style of the Greeks and Romans. Art Nouveau artists sought to create a truly new and distinct way of representing the world and this is best exemplified in their architectural approach. They used asymmetry and curvy lines and forms in conjunction with leaves, vines, and other unusual patterns to construct and decorate their buildings in a way that had never before been seen.

			42.Select the sentence that best describes why Art Nouveau artists were looking to radically alter artistic expression.

			Passage 19 

			Questions 43 and 44 are based on the following passage.

			Jacques Derrida famously proclaimed, “There is nothing outside the text.” By this he meant that analyzing a work of literature could only be done by way of investigating its labyrinthine relationships to other contexts. As a literary critic and founder of deconstructionist theory, Derrida advocated the position that there is no true or objective reference that can serve as a hermeneutical springboard; narratives can only be understood by deconstructing the various frameworks that inform the interpretive process.

			Select only one answer choice.

			43.It can be inferred that Derrida prefers a subjective approach to literary analysis because

			[image: ]   textual analysis is dependent on deconstructing complex narratives

			[image: ]   all texts are context sensitive and thus subjectivity is a more illuminating approach to finding 		        meaning than objectivity

			[image: ]   subjectivity accounts for the different ways readers experience and interpret a text

			[image: ]   deconstructionist theory is predicated on the inner experience of each reader 

			[image: ]   subjectivity allows for a wider array of interesting interpretations of a given text

			Consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply.

			44.Derrida’s claim “There is nothing outside the text” can be taken to mean that

			[image: ]      texts are connected to the myriad of contexts that contribute to their overall meaning

			[image: ]      texts cannot be studied as independent entities

			[image: ]      there is no reality outside of the text

			Passage 20 

			Question 45 is based on the following passage.

			Modernist literature bloomed at the beginning of the 20th century and was characterized by concise language and precise imagery. Modernist writers such as Ezra Pound and T.S. Eliot used their poetry and prose to express sentiments of radical individualism and methodical order. However, this conviction quickly deteriorated from praise of autonomy to a more introspective, darker look at humanity and the role of the individual as the exactitude of form that modernists so cherished in their writing came to represent the meticulousness with which the industrialized world could extinguish human life during World War I and World War II.

			Select only one answer choice.

			45.Given the information in the passage, all of the following are true relative to modernist writing except

			[image: ]   Modernist writing evolved to mirror cultural changes

			[image: ]   Modernist writing lauds the primacy of coherent form

			[image: ]   Modernist writing is at its crux deeply reflective.

			[image: ]   Modernist writing eschews florid prose

			[image: ]   Modernist writing is mechanical in nature

			Passage 21 

			Questions 46 and 47 are based on the following passage.

			Sun Tzu’s The Art of War is one of the earliest and most celebrated books on military strategy in the world. The Art of War covers a variety of topics related to success on the battlefield and, astoundingly, people at nearly all levels of Chinese society in both the past and present are familiar with the text. One of the most influential themes in the book is its emphasis on the ability to evolve and change plans in the present moment instead of focusing solely on developing rigidly thought-out, long-term strategies. This efficacious strategy defined success as the ability to evolve and utilize a quick wit when the situation calls for such action.

			For Questions 46 and 47, select only one answer choice.

			46.The author’s personal opinion on The Art of War can be best described as

			[image: ]   light-hearted

			[image: ]   aloof

			[image: ]   unaligned

			[image: ]   inert

			[image: ]   phlegmatic

			47.The author intends the term “efficacious” in the passage to be analogous to 

			[image: ]   ambitious

			[image: ]   useful

			[image: ]   potent

			[image: ]   adequate

			[image: ]   unorganized

			Passage 22 

			Question 48 is based on the following passage.

			The latter half of the 20th century witnessed the rise of a new epistemological approach in the humanities: postcolonial theory. Postcolonial theory was a reaction to the Western meta-narratives of European Imperialism that had been deeply entrenched in global society. It sought to give the colonized and their experience a voice in literature, cultural studies, politics, and philosophy in order to illuminate the fact that global reality had been constructed by European cultural power and that cultural space is really a fluid interaction of a “multiplicity of positionalities.”

			Select only one answer choice.

			48.According to the passage, what was the primary consequence of European Imperialism? 

			[image: ]   European imperialism created norms that dictated the structure of global society

			[image: ]   European Imperialism made it difficult for diversity to thrive 

			[image: ]   The colonized were unable to participate in the political systems erected by colonial societies 

			[image: ]   European Imperialism had little effect on global society

			[image: ]   European Imperialism promoted a cultural space comprised by a variety of cultural perspectives

			Passage 23 

			Questions 49 to 54 are based on the following passage.

			Authorial intent is a vehemently debated topic within the realm of literary criticism. Some critics, such as the Marxists, believe that the author’s intentions and ideological leanings shape the content of his or her work while others insist that the text is a completely independent artistic entity, impervious to external influences. Many scholars engaged with the New Criticism school of thought are proponents of the latter approach to textual analysis.

			Narrowing the scope of the authorial intent debate, Franz Kafka is a writer whose narratives lend themselves well to this literary tiff. Kafka is widely regarded as one of the most prolific and inventive writers of the 20th century and is credited with changing the way many readers and writers viewed the form, content, and limits of fiction. His works are penetrated by alienation, persecution, and a metaphysical sense of magical realism that leave the doors wide open to the debate on whether or not Kafka’s prose was an ideological tool or autonomous artistic expression. However, the consensus among scholars tends to hover around the conclusion that Kafka’s texts were intentional metaphors for his ideological beliefs and experiences. Kafka’s use of the law in his stories provides a compelling example of why this might be the case.

			As a trained lawyer, Kafka was well aware of the ins and outs of the legal system in his native Prague - at that time a part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. In his fiction, particularly in the aptly named The Trial or The Penal Colony, Kafka often portrayed the legal system as rigid, absurd, and tyrannical, as evidenced by arrests for unspecified crimes or the construction of elaborate tools for punishment. The images and metaphors that Kafka infuses his prose with regarding the law and the legal process are what constitute not only the meaning of his fiction but also his personal view on the law. His fiction is written with intention - the intention to show that the legal system is comprised of arbitrary signs and symbols that neither lawmen nor laymen seem to understand. Thus, the images and themes in Kafka’s works are intentionally placed to promote a deliberate message to the readership.

			Kafka’s use of the law is just one example of why many literary critics hold fast to the idea that every author produces a narrative that has intentional meaning - it is difficult to imagine that a writer can produce a text without having some kind of interpretive goal or objective in mind. However, since no hermeneutical approach to a fictional work’s meaning is ever set in stone, the authorial intent debate, like all points of contention in literary criticism, is now and always will be open to a multiplicity of interpretations

			For Questions 49 to 51, select only one answer choice.

			49.Which of the following can most reasonably be inferred from the passage?

			[image: ]   Kafka was anti-authoritarian

			[image: ]   The Marxist’s have the best method of textual inquiry

			[image: ]   Kafka’s fiction impacted the practice and implementation of law in the West

			[image: ]   Authorial intent can always be determined by properly analyzing the form and content of a piece 		        of narrative fiction

			[image: ]   Literary criticism concerns itself primarily with the search for objective truth

			50.Given the information in the passage, how would the author define the concept of authorial intent?

			[image: ]   Authorial intent is the aggregate of the author’s personal opinions and experiences that can 			        influence the meaning of a given text

			[image: ]   Authorial intent is best defined as the author’s main impetus for writing a text

			[image: ]   Authorial intent is the sum of an author’s subjective thoughts that always create the meaning of a 		        given text

			[image: ]   Authorial intent is the term coined by the New Critics for a specific kind of writing style

			[image: ]   The passage does not give enough information to define authorial intent

			51.The author intends the term “hermeneutical” in the last sentence to be analogous to

			[image: ]   Methodological

			[image: ]   Intentional

			[image: ]   Epistemological

			[image: ]   Explicative

			[image: ]   Remedial

			For Questions 52 and 53, consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply. 

			52.What postulation does the passage put forth to argue that Kafka’s works convey his personal opinions on law and legality?

			[image: ]      Kafka used metaphor to describe how difficult it was for laymen to understand the law and 			         legal process

			[image: ]      Kafka used images and themes of absurdity and tyranny in his fiction to reinforce his belief that 		         the legal process was based on arbitrary authoritarian signs and symbols

			[image: ]      Kafka used his prose to show that he did not like the legal system because he was a reluctant 		         lawyer

			53.According to the information given in the passage, Kafka believed the legal system to be

			[image: ]      Intransigent

			[image: ]      Incongruous

			[image: ]      Inane

			54.Select the sentence that delineates Kafka’s tropes.

			Practice Set 2: Biological Sciences

			Passage 24

			Questions 55 to 58 are based on the following passage.

			Just how much muscle a boy should have will depend upon his physical make-up. The gymnasium director in one of our largest colleges, who has spent his whole life in exercise, is a small, slender man whose muscles are not at all prominent and yet they are like steel wires. He has made a life-long study of himself and has developed every muscle in his body. From his appearance he would not be considered a strong man and yet some of the younger athletes weighing fifty pounds more than he, have, in wrestling and feats of strength, found that the man with the largest muscles is not always the best man.

			For Questions 55 to 57, select only one answer choice.

			55.Which of the following is an assumption upon which the author’s claim rests?

			[image: ]   While some bodybuilders have impressive muscle structures, they may be resorting to illicit 			        methods to reach these goals

			[image: ]   The college gymnasium director is a typical case

			[image: ]   The college gymnasium director stands out as an unusual case

			[image: ]   Eating right is the key to strong muscles and good health

			[image: ]   Exercising consistently has proven results

			56.The lesson to be taken from the passage is most nearly:

			[image: ]   Long-term longevity is correlated to health and fitness

			[image: ]   Appearance does not prescribe one’s level of physical activity

			[image: ]   Developing exercise habits will manifest itself in lifelong health

			[image: ]   Physical activity does not prescribe one’s appearance

			[image: ]   Reliable gauges of health may include physical appearance 

			57.The logic in the passage is best shown by which of the following situations?

			[image: ]   An expensive motor performs with lower output than expected

			[image: ]   A small car’s engine performs at high horsepower

			[image: ]   A large tractor has a surprisingly inefficient motor

			[image: ]   A small car has enough room for its passengers

			[image: ]   A cheap car has a limited warranty on its motor

			Consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply.

			58.The passage suggests which of the following qualities is essential to building strength?

			[image: ]      Capability for introspection

			[image: ]      Dedication to weight training over aerobic activity

			[image: ]      Forgetting about traditional training methods

			Passage 25

			Questions 59 to 62 are based on the following passage.

			The Danger theory of immunity holds that the immune system does not recognize between self and non-self but discriminates between dangerous and safe by recognition of pathogens or alarm signals from injured or stressed cells and tissues. It contradicts the conventional models which state that the immune system distinguishes between self, which is tolerated, and non-self, which is attacked and destroyed. Danger theory states that when tissue cells are distressed because of injury, infection, oncogenic transformation and so on, they start to secrete the so-called danger associated molecular patterns (DAMPs).The Danger model has brought new insights on adaptive and innate immunity. In the past the innate immunity was suggested as a minor part of the immune system and the adaptive part was thought to be the most important and effective arm. According to danger theory there is no adaptive immunity without the innate part. This is because DAMPs lead to activation of antigen presenting cells (APC) to process antigens, induce expression of other required molecules and present antigen to T helper cells which are major effectors of adaptive immunity.

			For Questions 59 to 61, select only one answer choice.

			59.Which fact, if true, would undermine the argument in this passage?

			[image: ]   Scientists discover that DAMPs double the activation of antigen presenting cells

			[image: ]   Scientists discover that tissues do not secrete danger associated molecular patterns

			[image: ]   Scientists discover that innate immunity is essential for adaptive immunity

			[image: ]   Scientists discover that T cells are helpful for destroying non-self-tissue cells

			[image: ]   Scientists discover that there is a new antigen that boosts T cell production

			60.The bolded and underlined word “expression” most nearly means in the context of the passage:

			[image: ]   depiction of emotions

			[image: ]   formation

			[image: ]   compression

			[image: ]   evidence

			[image: ]   feeling

			61.Which statement best summarizes how the Danger theory contradicts conventional views of immunity?

			[image: ]   The Danger theory states that the self and non-self are identical, while conventional views state 		        that the immune system only tolerates the self

			[image: ]   The Danger theory states that the self and non-self are indistinguishable, while conventional 			        views state that cells only recognize the non-self

			[image: ]   The Danger theory states that cells only recognize the self, while conventional views state that 		        the self and non-self are identical

			[image: ]   The Danger theory states that the self and non-self are indistinguishable, while conventional 			        views state that cells recognize the self and non-self

			[image: ]   The Danger theory states that cells only recognize the self, while conventional views state that 		        cells recognize neither self nor non-self

			Consider all three answer choices separately and select all that apply.

			62.Which of the following must be true in order for the Danger theory of immunity to be correct?

			[image: ]      Cells must go through a specific process that leads to new molecular patterns

			[image: ]      There must be successful human experiments showing cell tissue change

			[image: ]      Cells with adaptive immunity must have innate immunity

			Passage 26

			Questions 63 to 66 are based on the following passage.

			In evolutionary biology, mimicry is the similarity of one species to another in characteristics like appearance, behavior, sound and scent which protects one or both the species involved. Mimicry occurs when a group of organisms, the mimics, evolve to share common perceived characteristics with another group, the models. The evolution is driven by the selective action of a signal-receiver, such as birds that use sight to identify palatable insects. As an interaction, mimicry is in most cases advantageous to the mimic and harmful to the receiver and may or may not have any effect on the model depending on the situation. An example is the moth ash borer (podosesia syringae), which is a mimic of the common wasp in appearance but is not capable of stinging. A predator that has learned to avoid the wasp would similarly avoid the Ash Borer. The most widely accepted model for evolution of mimicry in butterflies is the two-step hypothesis. The first step involves mutation in modifier genes that regulate a complex cluster of linked genes associated with large changes in morphology while the second step consists of selections on genes with smaller phenotypic effects, leading to increasing closeness of resemblance. The observation that only a few single point mutations cause large phenotypic effects while there are numerous others that produce smaller effects supports this hypothesis.

			For Questions 63 and 64, select only one answer choice.

			63.The author’s primary purpose in the passage is:

			[image: ]   to give the reader basic information about mimicry

			[image: ]   to persuade the reader that mimicry contributes to organisms’ evolutionary pathways

			[image: ]   to provide a case study of the moth ash borer

			[image: ]   to introduce the importance of evolutionary biology

			[image: ]   to highlight the genetic mutations that help butterflies adapt

			64.All of the following would be helpful information to help show how mimicry is beneficial EXCEPT

			[image: ]   a table showing the different organisms that have evolved to mimic other groups

			[image: ]   a chart showing a decreasing population after organisms increase closeness of resemblance

			[image: ]   a case study of stick insects and how mimicry helps them avoid predators

			[image: ]   a chart showing decreasing numbers of moth ash borers caught by predators

			[image: ]   a graph showing increasing populations of stick insects after adapting a gene increasing 			        closeness of resemblance 

			Consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply.

			65.The passage suggests that mimicry provides which of the following benefits?

			[image: ]      Increases reproductive rates of organisms that adapt using mimicry

			[image: ]      Reduces the numbers of organisms captured by predators if the organisms use mimicry

			[image: ]      Allows organisms to develop faster in order to escape predators

			66.Select the sentence that best explains the different ways in which an organism can express mimicry.

			Passage 27

			Question 67 is based on the following passage.

			When we examine a simple cell, we find we can distinguish morphological parts. In the first place, we find in the cell a round or oval body known as the nucleus. Occasionally the nucleus is stallate or angular; but as a rule, so long as cells have vital power, the nucleus maintains a nearly constant round or oval shape. The nucleus in its turn, in completely developed cells, very constantly encloses another structure within itself—the so-called nucleolus. With regard to the question of vital form, it cannot be said of the nucleolus that it appears to be an absolute essential, and in a considerable number of young cells it has as yet escaped detection. On the other hand, we regularly meet with it in fully-developed, older forms, and it therefore seems to mark a higher degree of development in the cell.
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