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      Darkness.

      I was surrounded, consumed in darkness.

      For the first time in a long time I was scared, I was terrified.

      What happened?  Where am I?  Where did Adam go?  How the hell am I going to get out of here?

      The questions rattled through my brain as fear clenched the muscles in my stomach.  I was all alone in this room with no light, and as an immortal I may well be trapped here for the rest of eternity.

      “Oh no…”

      The hunger.  I had forgotten about the hunger.  What will happen to me if I don’t feed?  Just the thought of that pain was too much for me to handle and I curled into a ball, rocking back and forth.

      I could feel tears forming in the corner of my eyes and as the panic seized control of my brain bouts of sobbing uncontrollably followed.

      “ADAM” I screamed again, desperately hoping for a response.

      “ADAM…PLEASE…HELP ME…”

      There was nothing but silence.

      Curled into a ball on the floor, I cried for what seemed like hours.  I contemplated my new existence in nothingness, the hunger that would surely come, and about all that I had lost.  Just as I finally found happiness and a purpose in my life, it was taken away.  I was cast into the abyss like the monster I apparently was.

      I wondered if this was the work of the hunter angels which were seeking to destroy me, or was it all a trap set up by Adam.  Maybe he wasn’t my guardian.  Maybe that was all a ploy to get me here, to snare me in this dark cell for an eternity.

      No.  That was not Adam.  In sensory deprivation of my current confinement, my mind was racing to come up with any excuse that might provide some sort of answer.  But I knew Adam…I loved Adam.  I had no doubt that right now he was tearing apart the realms trying to locate me. But with an apparent lack of shimmering light in this pitch black room, it did not appear there was portal for him to travel through.

      No portal…

      “How the hell did I get here?”

      I didn’t begin to assume an understanding of this inter-dimensional travel thing but from what was explained to me the portals seemed to be a requirement for it to work.

      My crying settled down a little as I ran out of energy to continue.  Instead, I decided to explore the invisible surroundings using my hands to locate any walls or objects that might be out there in the darkness.
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      Swinging my hands from side to side I slowly inched forward.

      There seemed to be nothing there and every sound I made disappeared into the air without so much as an echo.  It truly seemed like I was in the middle of nothingness.

      I pressed forward, hoping beyond hope to find something…anything.

      I had made it about ten steps when something caught my attention.  It was a small, almost imperceptible point of light.

      Turning left I headed for the pinpoint size hole in the darkness.  I desperately hoped that this was not just my eyes playing tricks on me.

      The light grew in size as I approached…as did my vampire-induced hunger.  I guess it had been longer than I thought since my last feeding because my need to drink was increasing rapidly.

      The circular orb of light was now almost half my size.  I couldn’t tell if it was close or far away.  There seemed to be no perceptible distance between us but as I continued to press forward I never seemed to be able to reach it.

      My hunger was getting desperate now.  I had never felt it come on so fast but pain and weakness were ravaging my body.  Panic battled hope as I pressed forward.

      Then, just when I thought my blood lust would hobble me to the ground, the light exploded and engulfed me.

      I closed my eyes at the intensity of it’s brightness.  It took several minutes to adjust, but eventually I moved my arm away from my face and lifted my heavy eyelids.

      White.  All I could see was white.  It was exactly the opposite of the place that I had just left.  Wherever I was, it was brightly lit but with no visible source for the light.

      I scanned my new surroundings, pivoting in place.  As my eyes took in the same nothingness that filled the last room I was shocked to find a little girl suddenly standing behind me.

      My body froze in place as the little girl with blond hair stared back at me.  She looked to be no more than ten years old and was wearing a plain bleach white knee-length dress.

      “Hi” I said nervously, wondering if I was going insane.

      The girl did not respond but continued to stare at me without expression.

      “Little girl…can you speak…do you know where we are?”

      Again, nothing.

      My first thought was that I had begun to hallucinate.  But the smell of fresh human blood forced the fangs in my mouth to uncontrollably extend.

      I was hungry, insatiably hungry.

      I raised my hand over my lips, covering the pearly white daggers in embarrassment.  The little girl did not react and just stood there, staring.

      My stomach cramped and my vision narrowed.  The blood lust was growing to intolerable levels.  All of my thoughts were consumed with the smell of the little girls blood.  No matter what I tried the girl would not react which made her seem all the more like a food source to me.

      Had someone put her here just to satisfy me, to take away my hunger?  Maybe I was supposed to drink from her.  I was so confused and the more my hunger grew the more I tried to rationalize all the reasons I should just plunge my fangs into her neck.

      However, as much as I wanted to get rid of the pain, I did not want to be this monster anymore.  Adam had showed me another side to immortality and I did not want to live like the fallen angel who turned me.  If that was my only choice, I would rather cease to exist.

      Unfortunately, ceasing my existence was not a choice I currently had available.  I had learned through Adam that I could be killed, but only by the removal of my head.  Here, in this room of nothingness with only a girl and her pretty white dress, I was helpless to take matters into my own hands.

      And then it appeared…

      A knife.

      A rainbow of colors danced off it’s infinitely sharp blade.  The handle was ornate, reminding me of the sword handle the angel assassin had used in attempting to take my life just days before.

      Was that always there?  No, I would have seen it.  Where did it come from?

      “Hello.  Is anybody there?”

      No one answered my calls.  In front of me now stood a girl who did not speak and a highly polished razors edge.

      Was someone giving me a choice?  Was this some sort of test?

      My mind was getting cloudy as the hunger turned into near delirium.  I had to take action to end this suffering.  I could not hold out any longer.

      I walked forward and approached the girl, her smell exponentially stronger in my nose with each step I took.  When I was finally upon her I looked down at that soft supple pink skin on her neck and felt an aching in my fangs.  I could see the pulsing of her blood through the arteries just below the surface.  I could almost taste that smooth velvety red fluid on my tongue.

      I grabbed the girl, looked her in the eyes, and pulled her in for a deep long embrace.

      “Thank you” I whispered in her ear as I slowly pulled back and gave her a kiss on the forehead.

      I turned toward the blade, picking it up in my right hand.  Then, not giving myself time to reconsider, I put the sharp edge against my throat and hoped for sweet relief from this eternal damnation.
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      The knife and the girl disappeared.

      I was left standing with an empty hand in the infinite white room.

      “What the…”

      A new light now appeared in the middle of the room.  This time a golden glow emanated from it’s surface.

      I felt at peace.  The hunger was gone.

      I was curious as to the nature of the hovering orb in from of me but I was not afraid.

      “I don’t know what or who you are but…thank you.”

      My body and mind were at rest.  I wasn’t sure if this was oblivion or something else but whatever it was I finally felt the relief I had been searching for.

      The orb started to pulse, glowing more and more intensely.  Tentacles of light rose from it’s surface and danced through the air.

      I stared in awe at what I was seeing.  A humming noise filled the room and began to flow from the surface of the sphere through every cell of my body.

      The tentacles coalesced on the side of the orb facing me.  Then, suddenly…
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      When I woke up I was back in the black room.  My last memories were of the mystical tentacles of light surging into my body.

      The dark room was different now.  A vertical puddle of light stood in it’s center and flickered as waves traversed it’s surface.

      I felt a peace that I had never known before.  There was no hunger, no blood lust.  My fangs remained but the desire for feeding was gone.

      My body felt powerful, more so then anything I had ever felt before.  It was as if I felt the strength of both immortal races flowing through me, one only serving to heighten the other.

      There was no fear, no doubt, only purpose.  I felt a deeper love then I ever had for my guardian angel but I felt even more compelled to do what I knew needed to be done next.  It was time to go, time to face my destiny.

      I stepped towards the gate and thought about exactly where I wanted to go.  Then, without hesitation, I stepped through the portal.
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      The vampire’s lair was remote.  Although they had infiltrated corporations, governments, and just about everywhere else on earth, their leaders preferred to keep a distance from the rest of society.

      The complex itself was underground, with thousands and thousands of vampires in residence.    My mission, the one of which I had never been told, was inside that bunker.

      It was not a long journey to travel from the nearest portal to the hidden entrance where it was obvious the battle had begun.  The gates had been forced open and an army of angels was inside fighting for humanity’s freedom from enslavement.

      The unearned knowledge I had of this facility and those within it felt strange.  Whatever that orb of light had done to me had infused my mind and body with a strength and wisdom that felt so foreign.

      I entered the already opened gate and proceed down the stairs into the depths of Valeri’s compound.  Loud noises bounced around the walls of the halls as angels and demons fought for the fate of the human race.  I quietly worked my way through the corridors, searching for Valeri, the target of my mission.

      There must have been over a hundred levels to this vast complex but my mind told me he would be on level fifteen.  Counting the flights as I descended, I finally reached the level of my enemy.  I opened the door and proceed through it’s threshold.

      Immediately a sharp blade sliced through the air towards my neck.  Without conscious thought, my body reacted.  I felt as though I was having an out of body experience watching my hands and feet expertly defend against my attacker.  I had never learned to fight, not like this.  Yet, I quickly disarmed the vampire and pulled a blade across his throat, dropping him to the floor.  The orb had obviously imparted more than I realized.
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