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Clunk!

Rumble—rumble—rumble.

THUD!

'Mi-iss!'

'Yes, Jodie. What is it?'

'Naomi's head has fallen off again.'

Miss Wormwood turned from the blackboard to look sternly at them. 'Again? How many times is that this week?'

'Three, Biss,' said another voice.

'And how many times have I told you, Kate, to blow your noses before speaking? Honestly, understanding you is so difficult, sometimes!'

'I can't helb it,' Kate protested weakly. 'By doses are always bunged ub. By the tibe I've fiddished blowigg one, the other deeds blowigg.'

'It's true, Miss!' Jodie added. 'You should hear her at night in the dorm!'

'All right, all right!' said Miss Wormwood. 'I suppose I should be thankful you only have two noses. Any more and I daresay I wouldn't be able to understand a single word. Just do your best in future, okay?'

'Yes, Biss.'

'Er...hello-o-o!' said yet another voice. 'Head in need of a little help here.'

'Well, where are you?' snapped Miss Wormwood. 'Speak up, girl!'

'I'm under a desk.'

'How helpful. She's under a desk in a classroom full of desks. Did you see which way your head rolled when it fell off?'

'No, I had my eyes closed.'

'Oh, even more helpful!'

'It's not my fault!' Naomi wailed. 'I didn't want to get dust in them! Dust makes my eyes go red and puffy, and red and puffy eyes are so last year.'

'Along with just about everything else, it seems. Well, I suppose we'll have to search for you. Jodie, Kate, get cracking. Find Naomi's head for her.'

They started searching. They searched in the corner—Naomi's head wasn't there. They searched near the stationery cupboard—Naomi's head wasn't there, either. They searched everywhere, and while they were searching, Naomi was complaining.

'Hello-o-o!' she was saying. 'Head waiting to be found here. Come on, people! Just how long does it take to find a head, anyway? I hope you're going to dust me off when you finally get around to picking me up because it's, like, so dirty down here and—'
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