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Warning

The images in this eBook are the copyright of Ray Harris, and may not be copied, reproduced, duplicated or stored by any means, electronic or otherwise. Permission to do so, may be granted by the author if applied for in writing.

Cover

A collage of two paintings/drawings in watercolour and black ink dot matrix done by the Author.

Dedication

This book is dedicated to my sister, Marcelle, who shared my growing up years and who witnessed my insectoid tampering as well as my myriad adventures. She is an avid supporter of all my writing and artwork, and has given me enough ego strokes to ensure encouragement. I am thankful for her loving role in my life!
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Note

All characters in this book are the imagination of my figments – they bear every resemblance to many people who have the appearance of living, but are mostly dead.
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Bugs!

Who likes bugs?

We crush them underfoot, swat them, or spray them with insect killer, don’t we?

Sadly, that is the relationship between insects and man, for the most part.

Fortunately, it does not apply to all insects, like bees, for instance. Hopefully those of you who read this book will develop a new and appreciative, if not a favourable view, of these amazing creatures.

All drawings in this book are mine – they are dot matrix renderings, sometimes referred to as ‘stippling’. They consist of thousands, and in some cases millions of dots, especially sized and spaced to produce the images – a hugely difficult and time consuming process!

As an accomplished artist, I could have chosen any other style or medium to reproduce the images of these creatures, but I chose this one for three reasons: First, because it is difficult and challenging, second, because very few people in the world draw this way, and third, because it allows for detail that would be lost by any other drawing method. Unfortunately, in this regard, some of the ultra-fine details have been lost in scan, but the images you see, do at least show ninety percent of the creature’s minutia.

Africa’s Bugged is a sort of ‘sequel’ to my book ‘Whispers of Africa’. It is a sequel only in terms of the drawings, as Whispers is an altogether different book to this one.

Together with my drawings, I offer rare and little known insight to these amazing creatures – some that will blow you away! 

Mostly, the information reflects my personal contact, knowledge and experiences with the insects of Southern Africa. 

I trust you will enjoy my unique offering of the creatures that so often offend our human existence, and leave you with a different attitude towards our fellow creepy critters – enjoy!
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While I am a multi-genre Author, my favourite genre is Science Fiction, as I love speculating – examining the ‘what if’ scenarios of existence.

A common part of writing Science Fiction, is the creation of aliens. This is more difficult than one may suppose, because the word ‘alien’ implies that the creatures come from unknown environments, and are a product of such environments, hence, unknowable. We, as human beings, even at our most imaginative and creative, need some sort of reference on which to base such creations. My inspiration in the creation of alien creatures, springs from the world of insects. This is not just because they are often weird-looking, but also because of their oft seemingly, unearthly abilities.

Have you ever wondered what this world would be like if insects were in general around the same size as us? If you know anything about insects, you would also know that humanity would not last a week in such an environment – we would instantly become prey for thousands of chitenous creatures! The author Koontz, has written a whole range of thrillers that proposed the weird, and often mystical. Many of his stories were built on the elements of Science Fiction, using science fact in support of these themes. One of them was a book entitled ‘Micro’, which was about humans being reduced to a size smaller than insects, and put forward a pretty realistic picture of what it would be like to live in an environment where insects were relatively bigger than us – it presents a terrifying scenario, and one that is worth reading to appreciate the world of insects.

Wasps would inject us with a paralyzing drug, then lay eggs in our bodies, which when hatched, would literally eat us alive!

A mosquito would be able to suck the entire blood content of our bodies in one go!

Ants and many other insects would have the ability to literally bite us in half in an instant!

We could be infected with fungal spores that sprout on our skins, and then invade our flesh and consume it in a short matter of time!

Tiny mites and lice that you ordinarily can’t see with your eyes, would incessantly infest our skin like a swarm of flies and drive us crazy!

Every step we took could potentially be our last, what with the myriad of traps and ambushes laid by horrors of a thousand kinds!

And the spiders... let’s not forget the spiders! I’ll leave that one to your imagination!

The methods of killing in the insect world are incredible in scope, from the spraying of formic acid, to jets of boiling chemicals, to poisons that destroy cells, paralyze neurons, dissolve flesh and a myriad of others. Bites, stings and defence substances all contribute to their mind boggling array of potential death.

Insects have developed thousands of ways to kill – far more and wider in scope than any country’s defence-force – let’s hope they don’t ever turn their eyes to the insect world for inspiration!

Insects are far tougher than we are – they wear their skeletons on the outside, like a shield, which, in many cases, if they were our size, would be impenetrable – like someone waking around with a Kevlar coating!

In spite of all this, insects have just as many amazing and desirable characteristics – many that we would do well to emulate.

In addition, while the pharmaceutical companies of the world focus mainly on plants for their inspiration, be assured that thousands of untapped secrets to the cures of human ailments are held within the bodies of these creatures that we so often find abhorrent. For instance, the poison from bee stings is now being experimented with, to cure a wide range of maladies, including cancer.
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