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​ March 15
Quotations

 


 


“You know more than you
think you do.”

— Dr. Benjamin Spock, died
March 15, 1998

 


“I consider a good
reputation is a great part of the human happiness. Some people, if
they are very, very rich can permit themselves certain negligence
to their reputations.”

— Aristotle Onassis, died
March 15, 1975

 


“History moves in
contradictions. The skeleton of historic existence, the economic
structure of society, also develops in contradictions. Forms
eternally follow forms. Everything has only a passing being. The
dynamic force of life creates the new over and over again — such is
the law inherent in reality.”

— Nikolai Bukharin, died
March 15, 1938

 


“ “Dissents speak to a
future age. It's not simply to say, 'My colleagues are wrong and I
would do it this way.' But the greatest dissents do become court
opinions and gradually over time their views become the dominant
view. So that's the dissenter's hope: that they are writing not for
today but for tomorrow.”

— Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, born March 15, 1933

 


“It is a damn poor mind
indeed which can't think of at least two ways to spell any
word.”

— Andrew Jackson, born
March 15, 1767

 


“I'd rather betray others,
than have others betray me.”

— Cao Cao, died March 15,
220 CE

 


“Men willingly believe
what they wish.”

— Julius Caesar, died
March 15, 44 BCE

 


 


 


​ Event of the
Day

The Assassination of
Julius Caesar

 


 


“Beware the Ides of
March!” says the soothsayer to Julius Caesar in Shakespeare’s play,
but the warning failed to take. On March 15, 44 BCE, a group of 60
members of the Roman Senate, led by Marcus Junius Brutus and Gaius
Cassius Longinus — better known to history as Brutus and Cassius —
ambushed Caesar and stabbed him 23 times.

 


Born into an aristocratic
family, Gaius Julius Caesar had been intimately involved in the
intrigues and bloodshed that marked the last century of the Roman
Republic. Torn by a bitter rivalry between the traditionalist
Optimates and the reformist Populares, Rome several times descended
into civil war. In that environment, the young Caesar won a major
military award, the Civic Crown (a crown of oak leaves, often seen
in portraits of Caesar), survived kidnapping by pirates, served in
the war against Spartacus, administered Spain, and was elected
Pontifex Maximum, chief priest of the Roman religion.

 


As a member of the
Populares, Caesar made bitter enemies among the Optimates, and
survived only through making an alliance with Pompey the Great and
Crassus, known to history as the First Triumvirate. Caesar was
elected consul in 59 BCE, and following his consulship, arranged to
gain command in southern France, from which he launched his
conquest of Gaul.

 


His enemies continued to
intrigue against him. His ally in the First Triumvirate, Crassus,
died on a military campaign in the east, and his other partner,
Pompey the Great (married to Caesar’s daughter), changed sides
after the death of his wife, because of his growing jealousy of
Caesar’s accomplishments. The Optimates arranged to have Caesar
stripped of power, but instead Caesar crossed the Rubicon River and
civil war broke out.

 


Caesar was triumphant in
the Civil War, defeating Pompey and his long-time enemy Cato —
although he took some time off to romance the Egyptian queen
Cleopatra. Returning to Rome, Caesar was appointed Dictator, a
traditional office, with the goal of reforming the dysfunctional
Roman government. He carried out land reforms, calendar reforms,
built public works, and made constitutional changes. He extended
his dictatorship several times, eventually being named Dictator in
Perpetuity.
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