
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


Jazz Scry, Book II :

Contact & Belief
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Warning :
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Any resemblance to characters or events from the past, present, or future is not necessarily coincidental...



You will find numbers in parentheses; they serve as references in the REFERENCES section at the end of this book.



Finally, this book is readable "as is."

But if you want to go deeper, understand the hidden sentence(s), the principle of the blank pages (which aren't blank pages!), and the other Easter Eggs (winks) that Alex Serval has sprinkled here and there, go to his website

alexserval.top

and look for the "Spoiler" section in the news page or the pages dedicated to this "Jazz Scry" saga.
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To Krystel, who supports me,

despite all my imperfections

and promises

so difficult to keep...

















Originally published in French :

Translation Cédric Cherotzky

« French is not the easiest

language, but English has

its particularities.

Sorry for the imperfections ! 
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The hazard
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A system of planets, they orbit a luminous star. A spaceship in difficulty has just left the Suprazone (a sort of inter-universe highway) and appeared in this Universe.

We are inside this ship. More precisely, in the navigation room. Halo 4D, a sort of screenless screen. They broadcast their images without any support. Large bay windows overlook the stars and space. Finally, consoles, also holographic, are arranged according to the parts of the ship on which they act.

The reference starbase is in this system. It is near a gigantic planet with rings, and is once again broadcasting a message that is difficult to understand:

- I... confirm, no further approach... to the 4th planet... system,... life experiment... carbon and... oid in progress...

The only person on board this ship experiences a sudden deceleration. Space and time around the ship are impacted by the energy released by this drop in speed. The gravity dampers absorb some of this slowdown, but it's not enough. They act as shock absorbers. During this phase, the laws of quantum physics are altered and impact the ship and its sole passenger.

- Ooh ! Wow ! My head !

It's Jazz Scry. He's wearing a sober cream-colored uniform, consisting of a crew-neck shirt and pants. He's a little taller than average, with brown hair, blue eyes, a two-day beard, and a bit overweight: sitting still in a spaceship doesn't help maintain a slim figure ! He's about forty years old, his skin is slightly tanned. He has a slight scar on his forehead.

He feels very unwell, as if stretched out, twisted. Fortunately, the phenomenon doesn't last. Jazz is slowly recovering; he's out of breath, as if after a long and difficult effort.

As Captain of this Cargo Ship, he queries his Navigation Artificial Intelligence

- Computer ! What's going on ? Report !

Navigation Artificial Intelligence Response

- The sudden and uncontrolled exit from the Suprazone, the transition from entanglement speed to ion speed in such a short time, disrupted our stabilizers and gravity dampeners.

Some of the energy created interference in the ship's systems and, in turn, disrupted your body for a few moments.

- What caused this exit from the Suprazone ?

- I did a quick analysis that will be worth investigating further. It seems that a localized and sudden drop in Suprazone energy was the cause.

- Should we have been destroyed ?

- Yes, but luckily, we simultaneously entered the local time bubble. Since time flows about 500 times faster here, the excess energy was largely absorbed by this difference.

Without it, we wouldn't have survived. Your body and the ship would have been twisted and compressed until the space between atoms disappeared.

Jazz shudders

- Brrr ! Got it. Damage report ?

- We've fried major components, we're on backup circuits. It's impossible to use entanglement speed under these conditions. We need to land on a planet for assessments and repairs. We can at least get to a space base. The only place our ship can be effectively repaired.

- Okay, where are we ?

- No idea, Jazz, the space tracking systems are down. I focus my efforts on the emergency: a rocky planet we could land on.

The voice coming from the reference starbase is heard again, in small pieces.

- Error, it's the...th planet...

Nothing, just a background of crackling. Lights crackle, a sound indicates a major failure.

- Okay, well, it's over, I'm out of communication !

The ship is approaching a planet, but after a quick scan, there's no breathable atmosphere.

- Computer ! We'll drop this destination, look further afield.

- Yes, Jazz, there's a planet nearby, composed largely of water with rock and breathing space. It has a planetoid that stabilizes it, that should do the trick.

- I'm counting on you to land us gently !

- We'll do our best, I'll take the controls.

A few minutes later, a welcoming planet, mostly blue, with white and brown patches, comes into view. The Navigation AI informs the Captain:

- Searching for a "welcoming" area in progress.

A few moments of silence and the Navigation AI resumes.

- There's an almost enclosed sea, and next to it, an area with some carbon and humanoid life. I think that's what the starbase was talking about earlier.

- Whoa ! That sounds familiar.

- What ?

- I've been here before.

- So what ? - It didn't go well.

We see Jazz, his hands tense, his mouth also indicating the stress of an unpleasant memory.

- I've already dealt with this kind of "experience" (Jazz makes the quotation mark gesture), it was quite negative.

Jazz absentmindedly touches the scar on his forehead.

A shield slides over the transparent front part of the ship to protect it from the energy created, as it heats up as it passes through this atmosphere. Plasma flames appear through the transparent side sections of the cockpit. Hal continues.
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