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Prologue: A Whisper from the Past

––––––––
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The success of the Fall Festival had settled over Oakhaven like a warm, glittery blanket. For the Oakhaven Junior Detectives—Sam, Mia, and Jake—life had returned to a comfortable rhythm of small mysteries and treehouse planning. But as they were learning, in their town, quiet moments were simply the prelude to the next great adventure.

The intrigue began not with a knock, but with a series of distinct, rhythmic taps at the base of their treehouse. Scrambling down, they found a small, intricately carved wooden owl. Its eyes seemed to gleam with a knowing intelligence, and clutched in its beak was a tiny, rolled-up parchment.

Sam carefully unrolled it. The message inside was written in an elegant, looping script:

“In the heart of the library, where stories reside,

A whisper of history, a secret to hide.

When the moon casts its shadow, and silence descends,
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