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Most importantly, and with heartfelt gratitude, we’ve placed our trust in God. 

“...and Jesus looking upon them saith, ‘With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are possible.’ ” (Mark 10:27) 
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The Cabala and the Tree of Life
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Cabalism has been called the great poem of Judaism—“a Tree of Symbolic Jewels showing forth the doctrine of the Universe as the vesture of Deity.”

The Cabala also provides an enlightening background to the teachings of Tarot, although the two subjects can be studied quite independently, and each found complete in itself. Their common link rests in the Tree of Life and its 32 Paths, based on the mystical significance of the same twenty-two letters attributed to the Major Arcana Keys of Tarot.

The Tree of Life is the creative Power manifesting through the various facets necessary for it to manifest, as God spoke the Word of Creation into His universe. The Tree is depicted, one might say, like a map of Creation showing the channels or Paths leading from God to His creation and back again, and through which the ancients attempted a minute study of each part in order to arrive at the whole.

It is shown upside-down, because spiritual or Eternal Life can only be rooted in that which is above us in consciousness, not in the sky, of course, but in the inner, finer provinces of the heaven worlds, where senses geared to grosser physical life cannot reach. In this context, “above” and “within” are identical in meaning. Nor is this inner realm related to the physical body directly. 

The only physical manifestation of the Tree of Life is its fruit, a very small part of which can be seen by earthly eyes in the world of the four elements. This is the product or end result of the Tree. In this the Tree of Life is unlike any growth begun from the material standpoint, where roots are temporarily anchored in the perishable earth below our feet.

The Tree of Life is described in the Bible in both the first and last books. In the beginning, the man of earth and his mate were driven from the vicinity of the Tree, before having tasted of its wondrous fruit; but in the last chapter of Revelation the Tree of Life reappears in the New Jerusalem to be enjoyed by spiritually-realized humanity. Two trees, in fact, were there, to provide the “happy ending” after a long and arduous journey.

Cabala, also spelled Qabalah, or Kabbala, is a Hebrew word which means “a thing received,” and refers to the reception and transmission of divine revelation of the secret or hidden tradition and unwritten divine Law. Unlike the traditions of the Pharisees, which were based on custom and regulations, these teachings are not the literal or historical version of the Law as understood by the majority, but are comprised of those meanings which were passed along only to initiates, and usually by word of mouth. Some like to think this teaching began back as far as Abraham, or even Adam.

The Ten Spheres on the Tree of Life diagram shown are called Sephiroth, a Hebrew word meaning “Emanations” or “Numberings” (the many from the One). Some Rabbis believed the word “Sapphire” was also derived from Sephirah, because the Ten Spheres were called the Shining Sapphires which reflected the Light from the center of Kether, the Crown.

Beginning from the top, these Sephiroth, or Spheres, are called a “progressive materialization of Ideas in the Mind of God.” Each is shown as a separate state in manifestation—a stage of God’s Emergence, and all show phases of Creative Evolution. Then on the Way of Return when man lifts his consciousness to a higher level, a series of increasingly abstract refinements are experienced through the mystical initiations, as he draws nearer to the Fount or Source of all.

The Universe is described as having come about by the issuing of pure spiritual Substance from God; thus, the elements that were later to make up the universe were always potential in the Godhead.

The first known written work on the Cabala was the Book of Formation, traditionally supposed to have originated nearly two thousand years ago, but in proven circulation since the fourteenth century. Let us quote portions of this poetic work:


“Yah, the Lord of Hosts, the living Elohim, King of the Universe, Omnipotent, Dweller in the Height whose habitation is Eternity...engraved His Name, and ordained and created His Universe in thirty-two mysterious Paths of Wisdom, by means of the three forms of expression, namely: Numbers, Letters, and Sounds, which are in Him one and the same.”

“Ten Sephiroth (ten properties from the Ineffable One), and twenty-two letters are the Foundation of all things. Of these twenty-two letters, three are called Mother letters, seven double letters, and twelve simple letters.”

“The ten numbers out of Nothing are analogous to the ten fingers and ten toes: five over against five. In the center between them is the covenant with the Only One God. In the spiritual world, it is the covenant of the voice (the Word), and in the corporeal world the circumcision of the flesh.”

“Ten are the numbers out of Nothing—ten, not nine; ten, not eleven. Comprehend this great Wisdom, understand this knowledge and be wise. Inquire into the mystery and ponder it. Examine all things by means of the ten Sephiroth. Restore the Word to Its Creator and lead the Creator back to His throne again. He is the only Formator and beside Him, there is no other. His attributes are ten, and are without limit.”

“The ten ineffable Sephiroth have ten infinitudes, which are: The infinite Beginning and the infinite End; the infinite Good and the infinite Evil; the infinite Height and the infinite Depth; the infinite East and the infinite West; the infinite North and the infinite South; and over them is the Lord Superlatively One, who rules over them for ages of ages.”

“The appearance of the ten spheres out of Nothing is as a flash of lightning or a sparkling flame, and they are without beginning or end. The Word of God is in them when they go forth and when they return. At His bidding do they haste like a whirlwind and prostrate themselves before His throne.”

“The ten Sephiroth have their end linked to their beginning, and their beginning linked to their end, conjoined as the flame is wedded to the live coal; for the Lord is Superlatively One and to Him there is no second. Before One, what can you count?”

“Concerning the number of the spheres of existence (the Sephiroth) out of Nothing, seal up your lips and guard your heart as you consider them, and if your mouth opens for utterance and your heart turns toward thought, control them, returning to the silence. So it is written: ‘And the living creatures ran and returned.’ (Ezekiel 1:14) And on this wise was the covenant made with us.”

“These are the ten emanations of Number out of Nothing.”



They represent the successive Divine Emanations which constitute creative evolution, and are sometimes drawn like a flash of Lightning, zig-zagging from one to another in order of the numbers, the whole being shown hilted like a fiery Sword.

All ten are eternal, and they are the Substance of all that is—the form to be supplied by the twenty-two letters. They represent the contrast between substance and form, and creation must resolve that contrast with God as the solvent. In this Way, Existence, or the combination of form and substance, takes on reality.

The Ten Sephiroth are in essence described below. The Hebrew translation is in parenthesis. See the Tree of Life diagram at the start of this chapter.

Numerically, the Zero does not represent one of the Spheres, but rather the background of the whole Tree, and the Absolute, or Nameless Root of all manifestation. It suggests the Radiant darkness out of which emerges the first Light, while its circular form symbolizes totality and eternity, and non-being in the sense of being without qualification. It is the Cosmic Egg from which all Creation and all numbers emerge.

Sphere 1. CROWN (Kether) is the name of the first Sphere. It symbolizes the mystical point and irradiating center, or First Force of Whirling Energy, at the nucleus of the circle and the Egg. Here occurs the focusing of Power and the initiating of all things.

Sphere 2. WISDOM (Chokmah) is called the second power of God. It is located at the top of the right Pillar on the Tree, and represents the Father Principle in Creation; the fiery Life Force which is the generating principle of all the numbers, and the beginning of polarity.

Sphere 3. UNDERSTANDING or INTELLIGENCE (Binah), the third power of God, third point on the Supernal Triangle, and the Mother Principle in all Nature, situated at top of the left Pillar of the Tree. As the Life Force starts to limit itself, there begins a condensation of energy for the substantiation of form, and the beginning of generation. From her comes forth the seven lower spheres.

Sphere 4. MERCY or GREATNESS (Chesed), the fourth power of God, represents Cosmic Memory looking back to the Source of all, and demonstrating Beneficence, mildness, and might. The first day of Biblical creation.

Sphere 5. SEVERITY or STRENGTH (Geburah), the fifth power of God. Immutable operation of Cosmic Law, whose workings seem severe to those not acting in accord therewith. The Dynamic Law of Sphere 5 proceeds from the Abstract Order of Sphere 4, producing the balance of Mercy with Justice.

Sphere 6. BEAUTY (Tiphareth), the sixth power of God. Cosmic Son-Sun, and Divine Love. Harmony, symmetry, and balancing of all opposites. Center of the Tree, and Mediator between archetypal worlds above, and human realms below.

Sphere 7. VICTORY (Netzach), seventh power of God. Mastery through Victory over the desire nature. Realm of Venus and emotions. The fourth day of Biblical creation.

Sphere 8. SPLENDOR or GLORY (Hod), eighth power of God, and of the Intellect. Balances with Victory opposite. Vibration and infinity. Hermetic teachings; realm of Mercury.

Sphere 9. FOUNDATION (Yesod), the ninth power of God, Omnipotent. The astral and lunar realm of the formative state of consciousness, the automatic consciousness, and the heaven world.

Sphere 10. KINGDOM (Malkuth), is the tenth power of God. Outward manifestation of creation, the kingdom of heaven established in the world of the four elements. The number 10 indicates completion of a cycle or orb, ready to start over on a higher level, always moving in spiral fashion, and evolving upward.

––––––––
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There are but ten fundamental questions in the universe. Each corresponds to an attribute.

In treading the thirty-two Paths on the Tree of Life, you first receive fully from each what can be absorbed as you go. Then, having finished the journey, and arrived at the place where fruit manifests in Light and Wisdom, you begin to give forth to others of that which has been received, and to rise higher in consciousness on the Way of Return over the same Paths from a different perspective, where you are the driver rather than the passenger.

These paths are not really separate, but act as thirty-two different aspects of awareness of One Single Reality, much as a jewel flashes light from one facet or another, each being but different expressions of One Whole.

“In thirty-two mysterious Paths of Wisdom did God write. He created His Universe by the three forms of expression: Numbers, Letters, and Words.” It is a combination of these which is called the Speech of God. “How did He fuse them together—stones as letters, houses as words?”

The Ten Spheres of Emanation make up the first Ten Paths of Thirty-Two. They represent the Macrocosm and are based upon Number. To each of these spheres is given a name as well as a Number.
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Coloring The Ten Spheres on the Tree of Life
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PATH ONE: Crown (Kether): White

PATH TWO: Wisdom (Chokmah): Gray

PATH THREE: Understanding (Binah): Indigo

PATH FOUR: Mercy (Chesed): Blue

PATH FIVE: Severity (Geburah): Red 

PATH SIX: Beauty (Tiphareth): Golden-yellow

PATH SEVEN: Victory (Netzach): Green

PATH EIGHT: Splendor (Hod): Orange

PATH NINE: Foundation (Yesod): Purple

PATH TEN: Kingdom (Malkuth)


• Air, at top: Citron (green plus orange)

• Fire, at left: Russet (orange plus violet)

• Water, at right: Olive (violet plus green)

• Earth, at bottom: Black




––––––––
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Paths eleven through thirty-two refer to the twenty-two Major Arcana Tarot Keys, and are colored as noted in the coloring instructions for each Key.

“In Thirty-Two wonderful Paths of Wisdom did Jah decree and create His universe, by means of three kinds of characters: Numbers, Letters and Words. To the Ten spheres of Emanation, He assigned Numbers, and these refer to the Macrocosm. To the channels between these Spheres, He assigned twenty-two Letters, which refer to the relationship between Macrocosm and Microcosm.”
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The Twenty-Two Letters
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Between the Ten Spheres of Emanation run twenty-two Channels or Paths to each of which is assigned a sound—twenty-two sounds for the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet. The Paths represent the relation between Macrocosm and Microcosm, and also, the Grades or Stages of Initiation. As steps of Soul-unfoldment, or phases of subjective development, they lead one on toward conscious realization of the Cosmos. They are sometimes called Ways, or degrees of Manifestation of the Divine Life-Force.

Of the letters, it is said: they are designed and appointed by God, for “God drew them, hewed them, combined them, weighed them, interchanged them, and through them produced the whole Creation and everything that is destined to be created.” He established them, formed by the breath, and by breath impressed them upon the air.

God spoke the Word of Creation. The Word is made up of sounds, and sounds are identified by symbols called letters. The twenty-two letters depict all possible words.

It is said that these twenty-two letters by their various combinations are the means by which the laws of the universe are established, and constitute the “scepter of the Almighty which He wields from his flaming throne in the Higher Realm. He created a reality out of Nothing. He called the non-entity into existence and hewed colossal pillars from intangible air.”

Through understanding of the letters, we reach to the Name or Source, which is the object of contemplation. Jesus, Himself, was called the Word made flesh, and our own spiritual development comes about as a result of the Word.

Let us quote further from the ancient Book of Formation, sometimes called the “Ladder of Truth”:


“When the Patriarch Abraham had comprehended the Great Truths and meditated upon them, the Lord of the Universe appeared to him, called him “Friend,” kissed him on the head and made with him a covenant. He bound the spirit of the twenty-two letters upon his tongue, and disclosed to him their secrets. God permitted the letters to be immersed in water, He burned them in the fire, and imprinted them upon the winds.”



There are twenty-two basic sounds and letters. Three are the first elements, fundamentals, or Mothers—Fire, Air, and Water, (Shin, Aleph, and Mem). Seven are the double letters, and twelve are the simple letters.

––––––––
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The Mother Letters

The three Mother Letters are: Sh, A, and M, the basic elements from which all manifested creation originates. Assigned to them are the attributes realization, superconsciousness, and reversal.

[image: image]

The Seven Double Letters

The seven double letters—B, G, D, K, P, R, and Th—are so designated because to each is assigned the Intelligence or attribute of a pair of opposites. Each has a duplicity of pronunciation as two voices, and can be spoke aspirated or unaspirated. They also signify the dualities to which mankind is exposed—the hardness and softness, the weakness and strength. For while these seven symbolize the gifts of wisdom, riches, fertility, life, power, peace and grace, they also signify their opposites. Assigned to them are the seven planets.

[image: image]

The Twelve Simple Letters

The twelve simple letters are attributed to the signs of the zodiac, and to each is assigned a definite function. Those representing the five senses and speech are mentioned first, thus:
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The Rose of Unfoldment

Sometimes the Rose Cross is shown with a flower of twenty-two petals. The outer circle petals correspond to the twelve simple letters. The second row of seven petals corresponds to the seven double letters. The three Mother letters make up the inner row.

––––––––
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The Ancient of Days in Europe a Prophecy copy B from the Glasgow University Library

William Blake, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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The Origins of Tarot
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The Tarot is a book of pictures in symbolism common to all sacred teachings since the most ancient times. Each picture depicts a different version of the great universal Truths.

These symbols were designed with great care by spiritual Masters of Wisdom that they might awaken within each who perused them a recognition of his true Self.

We think more vividly in pictures than we do in words, so that a picture impressed on our minds is easier to remember than the same lesson not illustrated. These pictures are called Tarot Keys, and the symbols do act as Keys to unlock, one by one, the secret chambers of our soul’s memories of that Divine Source from whence we came. In that sense, they are not something that must be learned, but rather they help to uncover through association that which we already know.

These pictures become painted in Light upon our inner consciousness, and each admits one portion of the whole Light, just as stained-glass windows of a great cathedral tell of various events, but the Light they diffuse is all from the same Source.

The origins of Tarot are hidden in the archives of time; for no one knows definitely when and where to place the beginning of this ancient book of pictures. In a day when spiritual knowledge was highly suspected, and books were being burned which did not agree with the current religious or political ruling, what better way to hide the sacred Wisdom Teachings than to put them out in plain sight, among a set of “foolish” pictures? They could be carried in anyone’s pocket, and hidden under the crude cover of a game in case they were found.

These symbols are so simply used that only the initiate would notice them. The Fool himself is a clue to their secret. Sufi masters often played the part of fools to put across their teachings in action rather than words. And the royal court jester of old was often a very wise man who by calculated antics was subtly able to advise a king.

The Sufis claim that Tarot forms an allegory of the teachings of a Sufi master about certain cosmic influences upon humanity, and that the word “Tarot” derives from the Arabic turuq meaning “four ways,” in view of the division of the pictures into four elements of four “suits” when brought down into playing cards. The word tariquat means “the way” reminiscent of the TAO, the Way of Lao-tse. Another source says the word comes from the Sanskrit, and means “fixed star,” symbolizing immutable tradition.

Others say it derives from Tarosh, from the Book of Thoth, of Egyptian origin, and that it signifies the symbolical presentation of universal ideas. Symbols on the cards include motifs common to the Rosicrucians, the Masons, the Qabalists, the Egyptians, Pythagoras, and the old alchemists.

One tradition is that a group of adepts from all over the world gathered in Morocco to pool their great Wisdom in pictorial symbols that would transcend the language barrier. Again, we are told that the Knights Templar brought these cards back secretly from the Crusades, having taken them from the Saracens, and used them for amusement and gambling. Whether they were concealed to hide the fact of their theft, is not known.

At about the same time Gypsies began to wander around Europe, and they used cards for telling fortunes. Gypsies were first officially mentioned in English books of law about the time of Henry VIII, where they were described as an outlandish people, “calling themselves Egyptians, who do not profess any craft or trade, but go about in great numbers.”

A legend indicates that after the destruction of the Serapeum in Alexandria, the large number of attendant priests banded together seeking means to preserve secrets of the rites of Serapis. Their descendants carried with them the most precious of the volumes saved from the burning library—the Book of Enoch, or Thoth (Tarosh). These later became wanderers upon the earth, remaining a people apart with an ancient language and a birthright of magic and mystery. This great library, by the way, burned for a whole week, wiping from memory much of man’s recorded learning.

It is said in some of the ancient Egyptian initiations the initiate was led through a long gallery in which were hung life-sized pictures of all the Tarot Keys, and he was required to spend enough time before each picture to achieve some sort of realization of the significance of that Key. A legend still more ancient states that the Tarot teachings were brought out from ancient Atlantis. Obviously, these teachings were not limited to any single culture, and their story, if it could be fully traced, would be most fascinating.
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