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Educate Yourself

Read Like A Wolf Eats

Be Excellent to Each Other

Books Then, Books Now, Books Forever

In this retelling, as in all my retellings, I have tried to make the work of literature accessible to modern readers who may lack the knowledge about mythology, religion, and history that the literary work’s contemporary audience had. 

Do you know a language other than English? If you do, I give you permission to translate this book, copyright your translation, publish or self-publish it, and keep all the royalties for yourself. (Do give me credit, of course, for the original retelling.)

I would like to see my retellings of classic literature used in schools, so I give permission to the country of Finland (and all other countries) to give copies of any or all of my retellings to all students forever. I also give permission to the state of Texas (and all other states) to give copies of any or all of my retellings to all students forever. I also give permission to all teachers to give copies of any or all of my retellings to all students forever. Of course, libraries are welcome to use my eBooks for free.

Teachers need not actually teach my retellings. Teachers are welcome to give students copies of my eBooks as background material. For example, if they are teaching Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, teachers are welcome to give students copies of my Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose and tell them, “Here’s another ancient epic you may want to read in your spare time.” 
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Dedicated to My Brother Frank 
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Frank was reluctant to write the words below, but he did at my request because it’s an opportunity to show that people still do good deeds. This can help restore people’s faith in humanity.

“I’ve put some thought into this, and here are a few Good Deeds I’ve done.

“I’ve bought breakfast more than once for complete strangers at my favorite local diner (Tommy’s Diner) just because they looked like they could use a free meal. 

“A woman came into Tommy’s Diner, looking like she could use a decent meal and would appreciate it being free. I watched as she walked through the restaurant and sat down. I thought to myself, ‘Buy her lunch.’ I fought the urge and told myself no. I looked at her after she ordered and received her meal and thought to myself, ‘Buy her lunch.’ Again, I told myself no. She is a complete stranger, and money is hard to come by for me as well as everyone else. I was in line at the check-out waiting to pay my bill. She came up and got into line behind me and I thought to myself, ‘Buy her lunch!’ I looked at her, she looked at me, I reached out and grabbed her ticket, but she didn’t want to let go. I told her sort of sternly, ‘I don’t know why, but I really, really want to pay for your lunch. I know we are complete strangers, but I feel like I am supposed to pay for your lunch. Will you please give me the pleasure of paying for this?’ She almost cried, but she did allow me the pleasure. 

“In Columbus, Ohio, almost always someone is at the gas station wanting money. One day this guy asked for money. I asked him, ‘Why do you want money?’ He said he’s hungry. (If you don’t know, Speedway has hotdogs and other food and drink items.) I said, ‘Come inside, I’ll buy you something to eat.’ He was a really nice guy. His name was Dave, and he was an Army veteran; he may have been a little mentally ill after serving in the military. He talked to me about the war (don’t know what war) and how he was over there fighting bulldozers. I think a couple of hotdogs and a hot coffee made his day. It really put a smile on his face. I ended up liking this guy and I’d look for him when I was getting gas so I could help him out. 

“One time a guy came in the restaurant selling an old leather jacket for $10.00 so he could get some gas. It didn’t fit me, and I didn’t want it anyway, but I bought it and then donated the jacket. 

“A woman was driving her car with the alarm going off, so I helped her figure out how to turn it off. She had the key fob, so I’m sure she didn’t steal the car. 

“These are a few of the good deeds I’ve had the pleasure of doing.”

***
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The doing of good deeds is important. As a free person, you can choose to live your life as a good person or as a bad person. To be a good person, do good deeds. To be a bad person, do bad deeds. If you do good deeds, you will become good. If you do bad deeds, you will become bad. To become the person you want to be, act as if you already are that kind of person. Each of us chooses what kind of person we will become. To become a good person, do the things a good person does. To become a bad person, do the things a bad person does. The opportunity to take action to become the kind of person you want to be is yours.

Human beings have free will. According to the Babylonian Niddah 16b, whenever a baby is to be conceived, the Lailah (angel in charge of contraception) takes the drop of semen that will result in the conception and asks God, “Sovereign of the Universe, what is going to be the fate of this drop? Will it develop into a robust or into a weak person? An intelligent or a stupid person? A wealthy or a poor person?” The Lailah asks all these questions, but it does not ask, “Will it develop into a righteous or a wicked person?” The answer to that question lies in the decisions to be freely made by the human being that is the result of the conception.

A Buddhist monk visiting a class wrote this on the chalkboard: “EVERYONE WANTS TO SAVE THE WORLD, BUT NO ONE WANTS TO HELP MOM DO THE DISHES.” The students laughed, but the monk then said, “Statistically, it’s highly unlikely that any of you will ever have the opportunity to run into a burning orphanage and rescue an infant. But, in the smallest gesture of kindness — a warm smile, holding the door for the person behind you, shoveling the driveway of the elderly person next door — you have committed an act of immeasurable profundity, because to each of us, our life is our universe.”

In her book titled I HAVE CHOSEN TO STAY AND FIGHT, comedian Margaret Cho writes, “I believe that we get complimentary snack-size portions of the afterlife, and we all receive them in a different way.” For Ms. Cho, many of her snack-size portions of the afterlife come in hip hop music. Other people get different snack-size portions of the afterlife, and we all must be on the lookout for them when they come our way. And perhaps doing good deeds and experiencing good deeds are snack-size portions of the afterlife.
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CAST OF CHARACTERS
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SULLA’S GHOST. Late dictator of Rome.

CONSPIRATORS AND SUPPORTERS

LUCIUS SERGIUS CATILINE. Senator and Arch-conspirator. Sometimes he is called “Lucius.” Sometimes he is called “Sergius.” Usually he is called “Catiline.”

PUBLIUS CORNELIUS LENTULUS. Disgraced Senator and Conspirator. In 70 B.C.E., the Censors threw LENTULUS and CURIUS out of the Senate because of LENTULUS’ and CURIUS’ immorality. Lentulus believes that a prophecy by the Sibyl states that he will be King of Rome. He was elected Praetor for 63 B.C.E. and was readmitted into the Senate.

CAIUS CORNELIUS CETHEGUS. Young Senator and Conspirator.

CURIUS. Disgraced Senator and Conspirator. In 70 B.C.E., the Censors threw LENTULUS and CURIUS out of the Senate because of LENTULUS’ and CURIUS’ immorality.

AUTRONIUS. Senator and Conspirator. AUTRONIUS and CORNELIUS were elected Consul-Designates for 65 B.C.E., but the election results were thrown out due to bribing of voters.

CORNELIUS. Conspirator of Equestrian Rank. Nephew to the late dictator Sulla. AUTRONIUS and CORNELIUS were elected Consul-Designates for 65 B.C.E., but the election results were thrown out due to bribing of voters.

VARGUNTEIUS. Senator and Conspirator.

LONGINUS. Senator and Conspirator. He is fat.

PORCIUS LAECA. Senator and Conspirator.

FULVIUS. Conspirator of Equestrian Rank.

LUCIUS BESTIA. Senator and Conspirator.

GABINIUS. Conspirator of Equestrian Rank. He has the epithet “Cimber,” which the Gauls used for a cruel person.

STATILIUS. Conspirator of Equestrian Rank.

CEPARIUS. Supporter of Catiline.

VOLTURTIUS. Supporter of Catiline.

Note: Equestrian rank is upper class, but they are not Senators, who have the highest class.

FEMALE CHARACTERS

AURELIA ORESTILLA. Wife to Catiline. Helps recruit women to support Catiline. In this book, she is sometimes referred to as Orestilla. 

FULVIA. Woman of Rank and Mistress to Curius. Informs on Catiline.

SEMPRONIA. Learnéd Noblewoman and Conspirator.

GALLA. Waiting-woman to Fulvia.

ROMAN MALE CHARACTERS, MAINLY NON-SUPPORTERS OF CATILINE

MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO. Consul-Elect and Later Consul for 63 B.C.E.

ANTONIUS. Consul with Cicero for 63 B.C.E.

MARCUS PORCIUS CATO. Righteous Senator. Grandson of Cato the Censor. Has a reputation for fairness. Also known as Cato the Younger and Cato of Utica, where he famously committed suicide following a military victory by Julius Caesar after the events of this book.

QUINTUS CATULUS. Elderly Senator. Enemy to Julius Caesar.

MARCUS CRASSUS. Wealthy Senator and Associate of Julius Caesar. After the events of the play, he became a member of the First Triumvirate with Julius Caesar and Pompey.

CAIUS JULIUS CAESAR. Praetor-Elect for 62 B.C.E. Pontifex Maximus for 63 B.C.E. In the play, he covertly supports Catiline, but due to political considerations, Cicero ignores this in public. 

QUINTUS CICERO. Brother to Cicero.

PETREIUS. Officer. Commander of army that fights the army of Catiline.

SILANUS. Consul-Elect for 62 B.C.E.

FLACCUS. Praetor.

POMTINIUS. Praetor.

FABIUS SANGA. Senator and Patron of the Allobroges.

OTHER CHARACTERS

SENATORS.

ALLOBROGES. Tribesmen from Gaul who are Ambassadors who have come to Rome.

SOLDIERS.

GUARDS.

PORTER.

LICTORS.

SERVANTS.

PAGES.

CHORUS.

The SCENE: ROME.

The TIME: 63-62 B.C.E.

Before the events of the play:

In 65 B.C.E., the first Catilinarian conspiracy took place. In it, Catiline and others plotted to kill the Roman Consuls. The plot failed. 

After the events of the play:

In 48 B.C.E., Julius Caesar defeats Pompey in the civil war.

In 44 B.C.E., Julius Caesar becomes dictator perpetuo, but he is assassinated on the Ides of March (March 15).

NOTES:

Spoiler Alert: Catiline loses. Ben Jonson’s play includes a scene in which the Roman Senators decide how some of Catiline’s co-conspirators will be punished.

Cicero defeated Catiline in an election to be one of the two Consuls who would rule Rome in 63 B.C.E. Catiline formed a conspiracy, and Cicero, an excellent politician as well as an excellent orator and an excellent author, thwarted it, something he boasted about in many later speeches.

At the time, and later, the Roman Republic was under attack. Later, people would accuse Julius Caesar of wanting to be crowned King of Rome. Two triumvirates — a triumvirate is a group of three powerful men — would exercise power in Rome at different times. Eventually, Octavius Caesar, the adopted son of Julius Caesar, would defeat Mark Antony and become Rome’s first Emperor, ending Rome’s republic.

In this play, Catiline is a villain and Cicero is a hero.

Pietas means proper, dutiful behavior. It means respect for things for which respect is due, including gods, family, and destiny. In Virgil’s Aeneid, Aeneas is noted for his pietas, as when he carries his father on his back out of Troy when the city fell to the Greeks. When this book refers to piety, it is referring to this kind of dutiful behavior.

We don’t read drama to learn history. In Ben Jonson’s play, Catiline is thoroughly evil. In real life, he may have been thoroughly evil or may simply have had rumors spread about him. For some of his reputed evil deeds, such as committing adultery with a Vestal nun, he was found innocent in a court of law. Winston Churchill is thought to be the originator of the quotation “History is always written by the victors.”

Sulla: 138–78 B.C.E.

Lucius Sergius Catiline: 108–62 B.C.E.

In this society, a person of higher rank would use “thou,” “thee,” and “thy” when referring to a person of lower rank. (These terms were also used affectionately and between equals.) A person of lower rank would use “you” when referring to a person of higher rank. This book uses Jonson’s “thou,” “thee,” and “thy” only in a scene with Fulvia and Sempronia.

Roman Offices

Consuls: The office of Consul was the highest political office of the Roman Republic. Two Consuls were elected each year and served for one year. Cicero is one of the two Consuls elected early in this play. 

Praetors: A Praetor can be 1) the commander of an army, or 2) a magistrate. The office of Praetor (magistrate) is the second highest political office of the Roman Republic. They were subject only to the veto of the Consuls. Praetors could take the auspices, the performance of which was a religious rite. In 63 B.C.E. Lentulus, Flaccus, and Pomtinius were Praetors. After the events of this play, Julius Caesar served as Praetor in 62 B.C.E.

Lictors: Lictors served the Consuls and carried rods and axes as symbols of the Senators’ authority. Rods were symbols of the Consuls’ power to inflict corporal punishment, and axes were symbols of their power to inflict capital punishment. Lictors executed punishments on those convicted.

Tribunes: Tribunes were administrative officers in Rome. Some were judicial Tribunes, and some were military Tribunes.

Aediles: An Aedile was a Roman magistrate who was in charge of maintaining public buildings. They also organized public festivals and were in charge of weights and measures.

Censors: They supervised public morality and maintained the census.

Prefects: They had civil or military power, but that power was delegated to them from others.
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CHAPTER 1

— 1.1 —
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The ghost of Sulla, a deceased dictator of Rome, appeared. The year was 63 B.C.E., and he had been dead for 15 years. The first Roman civil war pitted Sulla versus Marius. Sulla won. As dictator, in 81 B.C.E. Sulla condemned many people to death by putting their names on proscription lists. The young Catiline had fought under him. 

Sulla’s Ghost now prophesied the destruction of Rome and urged Catiline to be cruel and commit the evilest deeds:

“Don’t you feel me, Rome? Not yet? Is night so heavy on you, and my weight so light?

“Can Sulla’s Ghost arise within your walls and be regarded as less than an earthquake threatening the imminent destruction of you and yours?”

Sulla’s Ghost continued:

“Don’t the frightened heads of your lofty towers shake? Don’t they shrink to their very foundations?

“Won’t the collapse of your lofty towers fill the large Tiber River and make the river swell up and drown the seven proud hills that you are built on?

“What sleep is this that seizes you, a sleep so like death and yet is not death? Wake, and feel her — feel death — in my breath. 

“Behold, I come, sent from the Stygian sound — the River Styx — like a poisonous dire vapor that had cleft the ground to mix with the night and blight the day, or like a pestilence that would display and spread infection through the world — which, thus, I do.”

He pointed to the infection: Catiline, who was in his study.

Sulla’s Ghost continued:

“May Pluto, god of the Land of the Dead, be present at your — Catiline’s — deliberations; and let Sulla’s spirit enter into your darker bosom. All that was mine, and bad, let your breast inherit.

“Alas, how weak is that, for Catiline!

“Did I but say — vain voice! — all that was mine? 

“All that the Gracchi, Cinna, Marius — revolutionaries all — would; and what now, if I — coming from hell — had a body again, I could; what fiends would wish would be; and worse than Hannibal the Carthaginian general who brought elephants across the Alps to attack Rome could have wished to see, I wish you, Catiline, to think and carry out.”

The Gracchi were two brothers who instituted land and social reforms; they were opposed by the conservative Senators and were murdered separately, in 133 and 121 B.C.E. Some people may think that the reforms of the Gracchi were justified; Sulla does not.

During Sulla’s absence from Rome, Cinna and Marius wreaked vengeance on Roman aristocrats. 

Hannibal terrified Roman citizens in the Second Punic War.

Sulla’s Ghost was wishing for Catiline to be as revolutionary as the Gracchi, as vengeful as Cinna and Marius, as fiendish as fiends, and to terrify Roman citizens worse than Hannibal could have wished to do.

Sulla’s Ghost continued:

“Let the long-hid seeds of treason in you now shoot forth in evil deeds ranker than horror, and your former evil crimes not be mentioned except to urge the doing of new evil acts.

“Let your consciousness of your former crimes provoke you on to commit more crimes.

“Let your incests, murders, and rapes be always in your mind.

“Let your raping first a Vestal nun be always in your mind.”

The Vestal nun was Fabia, the half-sister of Cicero’s wife: Terentia.

Vestal nuns were virgins who attended on Vesta, goddess of the hearth.

Sulla’s Ghost continued:

“Let your parricide, recently, on your own only son, be always in your mind after his mother, to make empty way for your most recent wicked nuptials, be always in your mind.”

In this culture, “parricide” referred to the murder of a close relative, who was not necessarily a father. Catiline murdered his first wife and his son in order to be able to marry his second wife, who was wealthy and beautiful and did not wish to have an adult stepson.

Sulla’s Ghost continued:

“Worse than those crimes is that blazing, flagrant crime, that act of your incestuous life, which got you at once a daughter and a wife.”

Catiline had committed incest with his own daughter.

Sulla’s Ghost continued:

“I pass over and don’t mention the slaughters that you did for me, of Senators, for which I hid for you your murder of your brother, being so bribed, and wrote him in the list of my proscribed after your evil deed, to save your little shame.”

Catiline was accused of murdering people for Sulla after Sulla made up his lists of proscriptions. These were lists of people whom Sulla regarded as enemies of the state. They were murdered, and their property was confiscated. Catiline murdered his own brother-in-law. After the murder, the brother-in-law’s name was added to a list of proscriptions, making the murder legal.

Sulla’s Ghost continued:

“Your incest with your sister I do not name.

“All of these crimes I have mentioned are too slight and trivial. 

“Fate will have you pursue new evil deeds after which no evil can be new: The new evil deeds will result in the ruin of your country. 

“You were built for such a work, and you were born for no less guilt.

“So what if you were defeated once before, and your plot was discovered? Attempt now to overthrow your country once again.”

Catiline had been involved in a conspiracy to murder Roman Consuls and Senators two years earlier in 65 B.C.E. 

Sulla’s Ghost continued:

“The ruin of Rome is your act, or none. 

“What all the several evils that visit earth, brought forth by night with a sinister birth — what plagues, famine, fire — and what the sword and sicknesses of excess, could not achieve, let your fury do.”

In this society, night air was regarded as dangerous.

Sulla’s Ghost continued:

“Make all past, present, future evil your own, and conquer all example — outdo all previous similar crimes and evils — in your own singular example. 

“Nor let your thought find any vacant time to hate an old crime, but always let a fresher crime drown the remembrance of the old crime. 

“Don’t let evil cease, but while it is in the act of punishing, let it increase.

“Let conscience and care — worry and caution — die in you and let not even heaven itself be free from your impiety — your neglect of your duty to gods and men. 

“Let night grow blacker with your plots, and let day, at the showing of just your head forth, start away from this half-sphere (the half of the world illuminated by the sun), and leave Rome’s blinded — deprived of light — walls to embrace lusts, hatreds, slaughters, funerals, and not recover sight until their own flames light them to their ruins. 

“Let all the names of your confederates, too, be no less great in Hell than here, so that when we would repeat our strengths in a roll-call of names, we may name you all.”

In Dante’s Inferno, the sinners in the lower circles of Hell do not wish to give Dante the Pilgrim their names because they do not want to be remembered in the Land of the Living. 

Sulla’s Ghost continued: 

“And let Furies call upon you for Furies, while what you do may strike them into fears, or make them grieve and wish your evil deeds theirs.”

Sulla was saying that he wanted Catiline and his co-conspirators to become more dreadful than the Furies: avenging goddesses of Hell. He wanted Catiline and his co-conspirators to strike fear into the Furies or to make the Furies grieve because Catiline and his co-conspirators did more fearsome deeds than they — the Furies — did.

Sulla’s Ghost exited.

Catiline had been unable to hear the words that Sulla’s Ghost had spoken, although those words had echoed some of his own thoughts.

Alone in his study, Catiline spoke:

“It is decided; I know what I shall do. Nor shall your fate, Rome, resist my vow. Though hills were set on hills and seas met seas to guard you, I would win through.”

The giants Otus and Ephialtes wanted to pile mountain on mountain to attack — not protect — the gods. These two giants made war against the gods and attempted to carry away goddesses to make them their wives. Otus wanted to marry Diana, and Ephialtes wanted to marry Juno. Part of their plan was to pile the mountains Ossa and Pelion on top of Mount Olympus. The Olympian gods defeated the two giants.

The steep Alps help protect northern Italy from invasions.

The Tyrrhenian Sea, the Ionian Sea, and the Adriatic Sea help guard Italy.

Catiline continued:

“Aye, plow up rocks, steep as the Alps, in dust and dip up the Tyrrhenian Sea waters into clouds, but I would reach your head, proud city.

“The evils that I have done cannot be made safe and secure from reprisal except by greater attempts to do greater evils; and I feel a spirit within me that chides my sluggish hands and says they have been innocent and have not been doing harm for too long.”

An attempt is a dangerous undertaking, such as an assault or attack.

Catiline continued:

“Was I a man bred great as Rome herself? One formed for all her honors, all her glories, equal to all her titles? A man who could stand close up with Atlas, and sustain Rome’s name as strongly as Atlas holds up heaven on his shoulders?”

Atlas was a Titan — a pre-Olympian god — who was condemned to hold up the sky for eternity after the Titans lost a war against the Olympian gods.

Catiline continued:

“And was I, of all Rome’s brood, marked out for the repulse — defeat in the election — by Rome’s no-voice, no-vote, and rejection, when I stood as a candidate to be commander in the Pontic War?”

The Roman general Pompey defeated King Mithridates VI, King of Pontus, in the Third Mithridatic War. Catiline resented not being given command of the Roman forces.

Catiline continued:

“I will hereafter call Rome my stepdame and no true mother, forever. If she can lose her nature, I can lose my piety, and in her stony entrails I will dig me a seat where I will live again as the labor of her womb, and I will be a burden weightier than all the prodigies and monsters that she has been pregnant with and given birth to since she first knew Mars.”

According to Catiline, Rome has treated him badly and so he will make her give birth to him as a monster worse than all the other monsters she has given birth to.

Mars, the Roman god of war, was the father of Romulus and Remus, twin brothers who founded Rome. Their mother was Rhea Silva.

Aurelia, Catiline’s wife, entered the study.

“Who’s there?” Catiline asked.

“It is I,” Aurelia answered.

“Aurelia?”

“Yes.”

“Appear,” Catiline said, “and break like day, my beauty, to this circle — this orb, this world. Upbraid your sun-god Phoebus Apollo because he is so long in mounting to that summit that should give you your proper splendor.”

The name “Aurelia” is derived from the Latin word aureus, which means “golden.”

“Why does my sweetheart frown?” Catiline asked. “Have I too long been absent from these lips, this cheek, these eyes?”

He kissed them.

“What is my trespass?” Catiline said. “Speak.”

“It seems you know what your trespass is, you who can accuse yourself,” Aurelia answered.

In fact, he had too long been absent from her lips, her cheek, her eyes.

“I will redeem it,” Catiline promised.

“Always you say you will,” Aurelia Orestilla responded. “But when?”

Catiline answered, “When Orestilla, by bearing well these my retirements and stolen times for thought, shall give their effects permission to call her Queen of all the world, in place of humbled Rome.”

Catiline was plotting to become King of Rome. That was the reason for his retirements and stolen times for thought. When he and Aurelia became King and Queen of Rome, there would be no need for these retirements and stolen times for thought, he believed.

“You court me now,” Aurelia said.

He wanted to put her in a royal court, and he was courting — persuading — her to act the way he wanted her to act.

“As I would always, love, by this ambrosiac kiss” — he kissed her — “and” — he kissed her a second time — “this kiss of nectar.”

Ambrosia is the food of the gods, and nectar is the drink of the gods.

Catiline continued:

“If you would only hear as gladly as I speak. Could my Aurelia think I meant her less when, wooing her, I first removed a wife and then a son in order to make my bed and house spacious and fit to embrace her?”

He was referring to his murdering his first wife and then his son so that he could marry Aurelia, his second wife.

Catiline continued:

“These were deeds not to have begun with but to end with more and greater. He who, building, stops at one floor, or the second, has erected nothing. 

“I was meditating on how to raise you and make you Queen of Rome. I was meditating on how to make some act of mine answer your love, that love which, when my state was now quite sunk, came with your wealth and raised it up again.”

Aurelia’s wealth had allowed Catiline to pay off his debts.

Catiline continued:

“Your love that also made my arising fortune once more look above the main, above the high sea, which now shall hit the stars and stick my Orestilla there, among them, if any tempest can but make the billow, and any billow can but lift her greatness.”

Heroes and great personages are found among the stars in constellations such as those named after Orion the Hunter, Hercules, and Perseus.

Catiline continued: 

“But I must pray to my love that she will put on like habits with myself and act as I do. I have to do with many men and many natures.”

Catiline was skilled at manipulating people. He wanted her to also manipulate people.

The word “habits” meant 1) clothes, and 2) habitual practice. Catiline wanted his wife, like him, to dress and act a part in order to manipulate people.

Catiline continued:

“Some men must be blown — puffed up — and soothed, such as Lentulus, whom I have exalted with exaggerating his noble blood and family and with a vain dream out of the Sibyl’s books of prophecy.”

Sibyls are female prophets.

Before Rome became a republic, an old woman — the Cumaean Sibyl in disguise — arrived in Rome and offered to sell to King Tarquin — Lucius Tarquinius Superbus, the last Roman king — nine books of prophecy at a high price. When he declined to buy them, the Sibyl burned three books and then offered to sell to him the remaining six books at the same high price. When he declined to buy them, the Sibyl burned three more books and then offered to sell to him the remaining three books at the same high price. He bought them.

Catiline continued:

“The vain dream is that a third man of that great family whereof he is descended, the Cornelii, should be a king in Rome — which I have hired the flattering augurs to interpret the third man as being him, Cinna and Sulla being dead.”

According to these fortune-tellers, the three Cornelii were Cinna, Sulla, and Lentulus. One of these men was supposed to become King of Rome, and Cinna and Sulla were dead. In fact, Catiline had bribed the augurs to interpret the Sibylline prophecies in this way. 

Catiline continued:

“Then, there is bold Cethegus, whose valor I have turned into his poison and praised him so into daring that when I would bid him move, he would make an attack upon the gods, kiss lightning, wrest the thunderbolt away from the Cyclops, and fire the thunderbolt directly at the face of a full, swelling cloud, and resist his — Jove’s — anger.”

The one-eyed Cyclops made thunderbolts for Jupiter, king of gods and men, to use.

Catiline continued:

“Others there are whom malice to the state attracts and incites for contumelies — contemptuous treatment — received; and such are sure ones, such as Curius and the forenamed Lentulus, both of whom have been degraded in the Senate.”

In 70 B.C.E., the Censors threw Lentulus and Curius out of the Senate because of Lentulus’ and Curius’ immorality.

Catiline continued:

“And both must have their disgraces always newly rubbed — the disgraces are like a sore — to make them smart, and labor for revenge.

“Others are there whom mere ambition fires. They have vainly convinced themselves that they have a chance to achieve the governorship of provinces abroad, and I have promised the provinces to them.

“These men include Laeca, Vargunteius, Bestia, and Autronius.

“Some there are whom their needs oppress, such as the idle, unemployed captains of Sulla’s troops; and diverse Roman knights, the profuse wasters of their patrimonies, who are so threatened by their debts that they will now take any desperate risk for a change.
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