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Dedication
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For every person who’s ever trusted their instincts, ignored the brochure, and throttled forward anyway.

Series Note

The Rebel Bells ride by their own rules. Each story stands alone, but together they form a road-worn legend of loyalty, laughter, and horsepower.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Epigraph
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“History doesn’t ring bells. People do.”
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Salem arrived on the Rebel Bells’ map the way bad ideas usually did—quietly, attractively, and wrapped in something that looked expensive. The letter was thick, hand-pressed paper, black ink slightly raised beneath Roadie’s thumb, sealed with a crest that suggested money . Evan Ashbourne had not emailed. He had not texted. He had not messaged through some third-party booking platform.

He had written, by hand, in a script that belonged to a century when men expected doors to open before they reached them. He praised the Bells’ charitable rides, their reputation for arriving loud and leaving towns better than they found them. He mentioned Salem as if it were a private stage, not a tourist trap. He offered accommodations, not rooms.
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