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PREFACE




Evade the Tourist Herds and Enter Into An Insider’s Bainbridge Island and Olympic Peninsula.




Renowned and unknown history, hidden delights and fascinating stories pervade the history of the Peninsula. This kaleidoscope of discovery, architecture, personalities, egos, scandals, conflict, are surrounded by sheer natural beauty creating a vivid tapestry defining over nearly two centuries.




This guide transports you geographically and photographically to the precise famous and infamous locations where history occurred. The scenes may sometimes appear ordinary, weird, but often illuminate the physical background and descriptions behind events. Many of the narratives defy believability, yet they are true.




This Twisted Tour Guide is your alternative to conventional travel. It accommodates the restless visitor, tourist and resident seeking a unique and different perspective to traditional tourism. Olympic Peninsula remains one of the most naturally stunning, beguiling, historic and fascinating regions within the United States. Welcome to one on the most useful, eclectic and enlightening introductions.
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Reclaimed Nature Amidst an Abandoned Sawmill

Port Blakely Harbor Park:

Blakely Avenue and 3-T Road, Bainbridge Island




Captain William Renton, a pioneer timber barren within Puget Sound established a sawmill at Blakely Harbor on Bainbridge Island. The location was ideal offering a deep-water port, significant freshwater and lavish timber resources. His business acumen became highly regarded, but his immediate family history problematic.




Renton was initially based in San Francisco operating as a lumber and shipping merchant. He acquired a half interest in the brig E.D. Wolfe subsequently traveling and trading a variety of products worldwide.




He established a sawmill on Alki Beach in 1852 before soon afterwards relocating to Port Orchard. He found the latter site unprofitable and isolated living apart from his family. In June 1863, he purchased 164.5 acres of Blakely Harbor on Bainbridge Island and establishing the Port Blakely Mill Company. His operation thrived trading with the San Francisco market desperate for milled lumber due to a housing boom. Combined with timber, the harbor became a center for shipbuilding, elevating Port Blakely’s role into a major hub of the Pacific Northwest. An important investor in the coal trade and financial adviser, the coal town of Renton would be named after him. 




His wife Sarah Bevans was born in New Jersey in 1816 and first married Joseph Sylva. The couple had two children together before his death. She married Renton in 1841. She would die a year before her husband at Port Blakely in 1890 at the age of 74. He died of peritonitis at his sister’s home. Following William’s death, Sarah’s two daughters would file a claim against the Renton estate claiming the foundation of his fortune came from his widowed wife. The claim stated that William Renton had adopted them as his children and they were heirs to one half of his estate. Lacking any subsequent publicized updates, it is presumed that their claim was dismissed.




During 1923, brothers John, James and Robert Eddy and their family acquired the Port Blakely Mill Company and its forestlands. They philosophically shifted their operation from milling to timberland ownership and forest management. This shift initiated the start of Port Blakely’s transformation into a leader in sustainable forestry.




The forty-acre parcel also supported an immigrant population before finally closing down in the 1950s. A 7-acre portion of the park named Yama was once the site of a Japanese community employed during the lumber mill era. Many of these families were disbursed during the World War II forced internment period. On December 15, 1999, the Bainbridge Island Park District purchased a 20-acre parcel from Port Blakely Tree Farms. An additional 18 acres would be purchased in November 2001, increasing the park acreage to 40 acres.




Nature has reclaimed most of the area creating a natural waterfront habitat. Despite the current uncultivated environment, there is space for picnics and beach activities. There is also a functioning boat launch. An extended footbridge enables a variety of pedestrian wildlife viewing. 




A large elevated single-storied structure remains from the former settlement and has become a popular site for informal gatherings. Based on the exterior graffiti and pungent interior aromas…one can easily speculate on how informal.




[image: Image] 




[image: Image]

[image: Image]




[image: Image]


A Frontier Murder and Burial Upon Former Dead Man’s Island

Dead Man’s Island (Currently Treasure Island):

14930 Skogen Lane NE, Bainbridge Island

Kane Cemetery:

9964 NE Lafayette Avenue, Bainbridge Island




One of the oldest tombstones erratically lining the pioneer Kane Cemetery in Bainbridge Island belongs to John Barker. Born in Norway in 1839, he immigrated to Skagit City, Washington in 1868 and constructed a shanty on the northeastern corner of Fir Island, on the shores of Puget Sound’s Skagit Bay. The 10,000-acre island provided fertile farmland.




Barker converted his small shanty into a trading post during 1869, where he sold merchandise and goods. He sold his most popular product whisky to both settlers and Native Americans. The store became a magnet for the local community and the premier commercial center. The territory soon added a hotel, church, school and steamboat stop connecting residents to other settlements on Puget Sound.




On the afternoon of Thursday, December 9, 1869, one of Barker’s friends B. F. Quimby discovered gunpowder and tobacco lying outside the trading post door. He used a duplicate key that Barker had given him to enter. He discovered Barker laying face down dead on the floor. He had been shot in the back left shoulder and heart at close range as evidenced by the powder marks on his vest. His pockets were turned out suggesting that he was preparing for a trip to Seattle to obtain additional inventory. Money was exclusively the only item stolen although later evidence indicated other items had been taken following the shooting.




The murder raised the ire of the settlement and a mob assembled seeking answers and a potential suspect(s). Newspapers speculated initially that the killing was perpetuated by Native Americans. During the three-year investigation, two Native Americans were questioned and threatened with hanging. A false confession may have been coerced. They would be finally hung on Dead Man’s Island in Port Madison harbor. 




Dissatisfied with the inquiry, the investigation continued with little tangible results. B. F. Quimby left the region shortly after the murder reportedly acquiring monies from unknown sources. Rumor circulated that he may have been the culprit staging the scene to appear as a robbery.




Barker was initially buried on Dead Man’s Island, a common pioneer burial site before the creation of Kane Cemetery. His body would be exhumed and transported to the Kane grounds courtesy of his masonic affiliation. The island would later become renamed Treasure Island and today remains seemingly absent of visitation. The approach to the authorized public viewing offers a glimpse of the former isolation and extensive forests that once constituted Bainbridge Island.




A private approach enables access to the island with marginal evidence of use. Skagit City has languished into a historic ghost town with little evidence of its former importance. The two likely innocently condemned Native American names are forgotten and B. F. Quimby’s departure remained permanent. John Barker’s murder will likely remain unsolved.
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1903 Burning of the Staple Steamship Eagle

Eagle Harbor Dock, Bainbridge Island




Life on a Pacific Northwest island during the early 20th century became a challenge involving mobility and self-sufficiency. During 1900, Winslow residents needed round-trip transportation to Seattle. Residents pooled investment shares into building a ship. Jessie Billings sold the most investment shares and was honored with christening the newly constructed Eagle on its maiden voyage across Puget Sound.




Eschewing tradition, Billings scattered a bouquet of flowers rather than shattering a bottle of champagne over the bow of the ship. The maiden routing was an expedient trip to nearby Port Madison that was complimentary to all residents. Once the boat arrived, the engine sputtered and failed to operate. For the next four hours, the boiler was repaired before resuming the journey back to Winslow and Eagle Harbor.




The steamer functioned without incident for the next three years operating around Puget Sound and between Port Blakely and Port Madison. She was commanded by Captain B. F. Klunker and ran on a wood-burning engine.




The Eagle became fundamental to Winslow’s growth. A second schoolhouse and post office were built supplemented by a volunteer fire department. Strawberry production and canning became an integral local industry followed by population growth.




The growth momentum paused abruptly on March 12, 1903. During the early evening hours while tied to the dock, the ship caught on fire. The wood used for fuel stacked on deck only proliferated the flames. The ship was completely destroyed. No cause would ever be determined and superstitious residents blamed Jessie Billing’s flower bouquet instead of champagne as a foretelling omen.




Immediately following the fire, the steamer Florence K was constructed to resume the essential traffic outlet. At the christening ceremony, a bottle of champagne was shattered off the bow to prevent a reoccurrence of ill fortune.




Winslow would maintain a unique identity amidst Bainbridge Island until 1990. In 1964, a ballot initiative designed to rename Winslow as Bainbridge Island failed by a two to one majority vote. During the 1970s and 80s, land values rose and residential tracts replaced strawberry fields. The issue of managing growth was once again raised during another election participated in by 71.5% of eligible voters. This time, by less than two hundred votes, the annexation of Winslow into Bainbridge Island was passed and the name officially changed one year later reflecting the consolidation of neighboring districts.




Today such ease of transport is facilitated by passenger and vehicle ferry service directly from the same Eagle Harbor to Seattle’s Colman Docks. The service operates reliably 24 hours and 7 days weekly every 30-60 minutes depending upon the time of the day and day of the week. The schedule varies on weekends and holidays with less frequent service. This frequency and reliability enables island residents to commute to work seamlessly within the Seattle metropolitan area and continue to facilitate Bainbridge Island commerce and tourism.
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Weekend Teenager Getaway and Party Central

Fort Ward Park:

2241 Pleasant Beach Drive NE, Bainbridge Island




On the southern extremity of Bainbridge Island, two abandoned concrete gun batteries host a variety of informal teenage gatherings. Fresh graffiti overpaints older taglines. The stench of alcohol and cannabis lingers in the opened doorways and connecting passageways. The reinvention of a discarded fortress is far removed from its original intent. The batteries are minor footnotes obscured in informational materials regarding the fort. They remain however a well-known local secret.




Fort Ward was commissioned in 1903 as a protective seacoast fort to guard the Bremerton Naval Shipyard. Their guns would never be fired in an armed conflict. Instead, the US Navy used the fort as a radio station and training school for communication personnel. A submarine net, never once tested or breached was installed across the Rich Passage.




In 1958, the Navy decommissioned the fort and eventually the Bainbridge Island Parks and Recreation district acquired the property in 2011. The 137 acres is primarily dense forestland and the beachfront is popular for boating, clam digging, bird watching, and scuba diving.




For Bainbridge Island teens however, the Fort Ward batteries will remain party central for a succession of endless summers and weekend getaways from their parents.




Aside from evening rendezvous, Fort Ward Park features 4,300 feet of saltwater shoreline. There is a public boat ramp and picnic sites on both the lower and upper parking areas.
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Fay Bainbridge Park:

15446 Sunrise Drive NE, Bainbridge Island




Positioned on the northeastern corner of Bainbridge Island, the 17-acre camping and recreational park features distinctive shoreline views of Puget Sound and the Cascade Mountains. On cloudless days, Mount Rainier and Mount Baker become visible. The sandy beach is laden with fallen trees washed ashore by the forceful Puget Sound current. Tent and RV camping is available along with cabin rentals. A recreational playground is located adjacent to the parking lot.




The origins of the park began in 1944 when Washington State purchased the land from the estate of Temple S. Fay. He was an American neurologist and neurosurgeon known for experimental use of extreme cold to treat patients with malignant tumors or head injuries. The purchase for the coastal parkland stipulated that the state was obligated to preserve the surname Fay when establishing the park’s identity.
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Establishing Direct Vehicle Access To Bainbridge Island From Kitsap County

Agate Pass Bridge:

Agate Passage, Suquamish




During the 1920s until October 1950, Bainbridge Island could only be accessed via Kitsap County or the Olympic Peninsula via a passenger car ferry crossing the Agate Passage. The Passage is a high-current tidal straight within Puget Sound connecting Port Madison with the mainland of the Kitsap Peninsula near Suquamish.




Agate Pass historically served as the traditional winter village for the Suquamish people. Their village features the largest longhouse on Puget Sound and also the Haleets, a renowned sandstone glacial boulder with inscribed petroglyphs. Petroglyphs are ancient artistic carvings. Measuring approximately 5x7’, Haleets Rock was discovered approximately 100 feet from the shore of Bainbridge Island and estimated to have been carved between 1,000 BC and 500 AD. The meaning of the rock carving has stimulated extensive speculation ranging from a boundary marker to a lunar and/or solar calendar.




The modern need for easy access into northern Bainbridge Island became resolved with the completion of the Agate Pass Bridge on October 7, 1950. The steel truss cantilever bridge carries vehicular traffic from State Route 305 originating from neighboring Poulsbo. The bridge measures 1,229 feet long and is elevated 75 feet above the water. The channel clearance is 300 feet between piers.




The bridge originally cost over $1.3 million to build. Construction costs were financed from a motor vehicle fund that was repaid by a bond issue. The bond issue was reimbursed initially by a 35¢ toll crossing. Within one year, the bond was repaid and the toll discontinued.
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An Artistic Landscape Maintained As A Natural Tapestry

Bloedel Reserve:

7571 NE Dolphin Drive, Bainbridge Island




Bainbridge Island has often been likened to a lush panoramic utopia of forest, shorelines and natural beauty unencumbered by urban noise, congestion and distractions of modern living. Contemporary complexities and social ills have increasingly encroached upon this perceived reverie, however the island remains geographically striking.




Wedged within the northern topography is a resplendent Arthurian Avalon called the Bloedel Reserve. The topography of the Reserve abounds in gracefully sloping trails adorned by decoratively themed landscaping, meadows, ponds, and lakes. The two centered park structures include a modest French styled chateau and contemplative Japanese Tea Room.




Time appears suspended amongst the 140-acre tapestry admiring the woodlands, gardens, and water bodies. Renowned landscape architects Richard Haag, Thomas Church, Kazimir Wall, and Danielle Stern cultivated a layered environment featuring manicured lawns, diverse plantings synchronized with vibrant forests. Stone, sand and moss gardens, a rhododendron glen and reflection pool integrates seamlessly into the landscape and reverent silence.




The property mansion elevated above Agate Point in the distance offers a serene vista of Port Madison. The environment is ideal for reflection. The residence features classical furnishings, a splendidly stocked library and collection of mounted artwork.
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