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    This is dedicated to Mary the Mother of our Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

This is dedicated to the churches who honor Mary.
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​Prayer

​Mary’s Magnificat
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“And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me— holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.””  Luke‬ ‭1‬:‭46‬-‭55‬ ‭NIV

This is And Then There Was Mary, Mother of the Messiah, Women of the Bible series by yours truly, Ivonne Haddock Santiago.

Peace be with you. May peace fall upon you as you read this publication. This book is about Jesus Christ and His Mother Mary. My publications about the women of the Bible connect us to Jesus Christ always, always and forever.  I do not; and my intention is brought forth here, study the women without following the ministry of God’s One and Only Son, Jesus Christ. As I further my studies I reflect on this and share it with you, my readers. Thank you for taking the time to be with the Lord. The Lord be with you as He is with me. Amen. “Peace be with you.” “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, (everything) to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 

Ephesians 4:11-13 NIV

“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you,” John 15:7a

NKJV  “Abide in Me and I will abide in you.”  Amen

I pray we are connected to God who is all good. I pray we are connected to Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, His son. And I pray we connect with Mary, who bore God’s son, Jesus Christ. Amen! 
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​Dedication
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I write for YOU.  I pray that the scriptures presented here will have meaning to you in Jesus’ name.  I believe that the Women of the Bible are and were always important. I also believe as women; they, as we, are not given the credit which is due to women.  More, I believe if women like these women that I present here were here today the world would be a much better place. Studying these women can help humanity. Afterall Wisdom was a woman. “The Lord brought me forth as the first of his works, before his deeds of old; I was formed long ages ago, at the very beginning, when the world came to be.” Proverbs 8:22-23 NIV  More on Wisdom at the very end of this publication. 

As a retired teacher I have found this to be my calling, to minister to those who voluntarily read ‘His Word’. I study the scriptures in the Bible.  For everything is in the Bible. 

This dedication goes to the churches that celebrate and recognize Mary as the mother of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. She has a place in many people's hearts. I can share that more churches in the east than Churches in the United States of America celebrate Mary, according to my search in “Google”.  The Catholic churches celebrate Mary. Mary should not be elevated only by Catholics, but by all humanity. The early church built by the Apostles had the apostles and they also had Mary.  Some Gospels included in the Bible embrace Mary.  In some of the gospels others may think of Mary’s role of some or little significance. Not so! Peter, the Apostle did not write any of the four canonical Gospels. He may have written unanimously. And according to “wikipedia” Peter did write the Gospel of Peter, or what is known as the Gospel According to Peter.  Peter’s writings focus on what “ascribes responsibility for the crucifixion of Jesus Christ to Herod Antipas rather than to Pontius Pilate.” His gospel was written in Greek. According to the rediscovery, the text was found in the “dry sands of Egypt”. In addition it is said that Peter wrote the two letters in the New Testament, 1 Peter and 2 Peter.

Peter was a leader of the church. He was in Rome. Peter together with Silas composed the letters in these gospels. He sends Silas to  the provinces who were being persecuted because of their beliefs in Jesus Christ. In the letters he warns the people of the evil of the devil which can be resisted and how it can be done.  “And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, with himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.” 1 Peter 5:10 NIV   

Now here is a thought: if you were being persecuted during that time, would you write a bestseller or a “tell all”?  “Now those who had been scattered by persecution that broke out when Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews.” Acts 11:19 NIV 

Spreading the “word” amongst Jews first and then the Gentiles, like me.  

To this day there are Jews who do not believe in Jesus Christ. 

It is fair to say that the apostles all wrote letters to their followers. They were witnesses. I think so and we have evidence of that. Jesus Christ sent the apostles out two by two and they went off into the region. At one point seventy-two were sent out to minister. It is also fair to say that upon Jesus Christ’s crucifixion they would write letters to those faithful disciples informing them of the latest. And then came the persecution of all of them; apostles, devoted followers, simpathesizers and many more who turned to Christianity. Anyone connected to the Apostles or Jesus Christ was persecuted. The fear which once was forgotten while Jesus Christ was ministering, returns to the people tenfold! Anonymity was clearly a safe haven. 

They must have communicated secretly. Can you imagine the secrets that have not been uncovered?  Can you imagine the secrets that may still exist to this generation?  

God’s Son, Jesus Christ and twelve men and a small group of women revolutionized the world. Many joined them and many believed and many were witnesses. Mary was not only the Mother of Jesus Christ but an apostle, a woman chosen by God, a friend of the disciples, and one of the women who traveled with Jesus Christ during His ministry. She was also a widow, Joseph had died.  

Mary was a significant witness to ALL these things.  

I pray God’s love and grace be with you.  God is alive today and still standing up to objections brought before Him. (When I say “He” here and “Him” you can substitute “He” and “Him” for either God our Lord or Jesus Christ His Son only in this sentence.) God and Jesus are connected tightly.  In more than one place in the Bible Jesus Christ shares with us His message of how God and Him are truly connected. They are connected like Mary and her Son. Connected also are Mary, her son and God. 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” John 1:1 But more plainly for someone like me:

“I and the Father are one.” John 10:30 NIV  Amen.

Yes, this publication is dedicated to Mary and all who honor her.  Have the Blessed Mother, Mary, close to you.
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​Introduction


​Mary who said ‘yes’

​

​Mary who said ‘yes’ to the angel of God, Gabriel, and became the mother of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we hear you. 
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My dear reader, if you are reading this I am not here to convince you whether Mary should be honored as a Saint or a Holy woman. I am here to share with you some of what I know about Mary that I learned from reading the scriptures. I will also share what I believe.  I connect Mary to Jesus Christ because she carried Him in her womb, because she gave Him birth and because she raised Him and protected Him as a mother would. In this there is no doubt who Mary was. Mary was chosen to be the vessel which would deliver us The Son of God. A perfect connection is held by a pregnant woman and the baby growing inside her body.  This is a moment of great value.  Knowing that that baby which is growing inside of you is the Savior of the World, PRICELESS.  

As a pregnant mother you envision what kind of life your baby will have. Even before conception women imagine having a baby and what their baby will grow up to be. Well, allow your imagination to travel to the time when Jesus Christ was born.  Allow your imagination to highlight the life of the Son of God with His mother, Mary. If you can do that as you read along, bless you!

My name is not Walt Disney, but great ideas lead to the possibilities of growing your imagination.  Your imagination in this matter is crucial beyond the facts. Imagine a tender young girl who grows into a strong woman and becomes the Mother of the Messiah. “Hail Mary full of Grace”. We will read of Mary’s suffering.

Just unimaginable, huh? “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, thank you for the power of the Holy Spirit and the conception of Mary. I am thankful for the birth of your one and only true Son Jesus Christ. Amen”  And Mary said, ‘yes’.

As a mother myself, I felt blessed to be able to bring forth another life into being. It is amazing! Hey, what about those nine months? What did Mary do during her pregnancy? So, as a mother you may have an upper hand on the women who have not been pregnant.  You may have an upper hand on those who have given birth. You may have an upper hand on those who have not raised a child. I hope to make the young and old women who have not had a child connect with Mary, too. They may have the upper hand in using their imagination. Imagination.  We will use scriptures where we know what Mary was up to. We will read about things Mary did. But we can not share what she was thinking because we do not know. We can not share what she was feeling because we do not know.  “Only God knows”.  But what we can think and imagine opens us to many possibilities. Please share your thoughts with others.  Share what you think Mary was like. Share how old you think she was at the time of conception. Share her sorrow. 

“When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews. Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.” v. 26-27 “... and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.” Acts‬ ‭11‬:‭18‬-‭21‬, ‭26‬-‭27‬ ‭NIV  The birth of Christians. This is where the church of ALL Christians was born. Jesus Christ had to die, as was foretold, in order for Christianity to be born.  Jesus was sacrificed for us, believe. 

Antioch was a city on the Orontes River.  Antioch was known as the “cradle of Christianity”.  Antioch was a trade route. It lay very close to the Silk Road. It was said that beneath the modern cities was a city dedicated to where the Greeks honored the mythological gods like Zeus. So, it may have been Greek, Roman, Jewish, Syrian, Turkish and maybe more. There were secrets of previous civilizations buried under these layers. Included there may be a review of the people who first knew Jesus Christ like the Greeks. The belief of one God went back and forth, back and forth according to the Kings, Pharaohs, Monarchs and leaders. 

Another city where there are many secrets buried underneath is Vatican City. Pope Francis died in Italy. 

Pope Francis, Dec. 17, 1936 to April 21, 2025. He was a man of significance to the Catholic Church.  He was born in Argentina. He was a Jesuit Priest. He was known as the “people’s pope”.  This was because of his different vision of who the pope should be and what the church should be like.  He was not accepted by all of the members of the church.  Why do I mention this? 

I was impressed with his funeral service and I learned things about the man who was pope that caught my attention. Needless; to say, his funeral service was impressive. Mainly I admire this man's choice for his final resting place. His tomb is a simple tomb just as I had heard that that is how this pope was. Simple. This was a place he frequented.  This place was near the place where he chose to make residence.  He did not reside in the usual quarters like previous popes. To me its significance meant even more that he was one who loved the Lady of this Papal Basilica.  Honored as the Papal Basilica of Saint Mary Majore, Rome, Italy, Rome’s Basilica di Santa Maria Maggiore was his choice for his final resting place. Pope Francis loved to pray there before the mother of Jesus Christ. He did this before traveling. I am sure he was asking Mary to intercede on his behalf to her son, Jesus Christ and to the Father.  Mary who may intercede for us.  

“Mary intercede for me on my behalf before your Son, Jesus Christ and the Father ...”  Make your request. “May the Holy Spirit fall upon me as it did on you and may it guide and lead me to fulfill “thy will”.  Like this I pray, amen.

Matthew 7:7, “Ask and you will receive, seek and you will find, knock and the door will be open.” In Jesus’ name, AMEN.  

Mary, who we will read about, asked for our intervention.

As we study Mary there may bother some that Mary was given such noble titles.  And to call Mary a Saint, because we did not live during her time, may be intriguing for what makes a saint a saint?

Maybe it was more than one miracle granted to Mary by the Father. Maybe there was more than one miracle granted to Mary by her Son.  Well, if we need to separate men from women, then, if men could be priests and follow in the steps of Jesus Christ then, why not: women could follow in the steps of His beloved Mother!

I was brought up Catholic, and I am grateful for my parents who brought us to church every Sunday. We lived in Fort Buchanan, Puerto Rico. Catholicism is widespread on the island.  But as I grew I had questions and questions were not allowed as part of the Catholic Church. Later after I left the protection of home, deceit crossed my path.  I thought I was married Catholic, in a Catholic Church, but reality hit me. The man I was married to was married. Why did I marry this man? I had no other choice.  I was raped, given ecstasy.  I did not know it until I had a bad car accident and ended up in the hospital. I did not believe in abortion. This was Not a SURPRISE, but a SHOCK. How could that be, you may ask? After the child was born he kidnapped her. Yep! Well, that is a whole other story.  Maybe I will write about ‘me too’.  Warning to women: this man was looking for political asylum in the United States.

Having a child was his goal no matter what it took! 

Anyway I was banned from taking communion.  So “I was out of there!” I still had my faith and God was always with me. To commune with God was important to me. So I went “church shopping”. I found the Anglican church shortly before I retired. 

I recommend taking the course Anglican Heritage. I took it at Church of the Resurrection in Surfside Beach, South Carolina. To prepare for the course we had to read two books: Simply Anglican, An Ancient Faith For Today’s World by Winfield Bevins and The Faith We Confess: An Exposition of the Thirty-Nine Articles by Gerald L. Bray. I strongly believe in my call to ministry. This is how I minister, sharing with you. It is a gift to be inspired by the Holy Spirit in this way. Thank you for reading this part of my series of Women of the Bible, And Then There Was Mary. As a young girl Mary was important to me. And as a woman she is a role model.

Mary has a special place in my heart because I went to an all female Catholic Middle and High School, I became one of the Catholic Daughters of America. Yes, we wore white.  Yes, we wore a rosary at our waist. And yes, we wore a blue ribbon with a medal with the image of Mary around our neck.  And yes, we dedicated a lot of our time to praying the Holy Rosary. Some when praying used the rosary to pray the ‘Our Father’ on the ten beads that are together instead of the ‘Hail Mary’ and the ‘Our Father’ on the beads for which the ‘Hail Mary’ is prayed. Back then as now I do not think of Mary as holy, but yes as divine. And yes, she was chosen. Oh, some of the daughters dreamed of devoting their whole life to living in a convent and dedicating their life to prayer. At one point I did, too. Like monks. I had Jewish friends who went to that school, Saint Joseph’s Academy in Puerto Rico. 
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