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My favorite bookstore in the city is tucked into a basement, down a flight of steep stone stairs that always smell vaguely of damp concrete. The air inside is always cool, still, and heavy with a musty paper smell. The steel shelves are a bit too high, and the aisles are a bit too narrow. The wan light cast by too few low-wattage bulbs, naked in their hanging cages, always felt insufficient for the space, cutting deep shadows between the shelves and dimming at the edges, near the cool cinderblock walls. The place definitely has a creepy, horror movie vibe that quickly puts off any normies who stumble upon it. 
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