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​

​The Mortimer Mountain Ghost Gang after an eventful summer on Long Island return to school that fall to face new challenges at the Old Greenwich Academy for Boys.  They find themselves under witness protection by the FBI and at the Old Greenwich Academy where Draco, Marco, Peter, the Drake boys are in the new Residence Hall pilot program under assumed names during the school year there in Old Greenwich Academy for boys.  They are not alone as the Professor; Grandma Mary joins them at the academy hall as house parents.  Where the professor is a social study teacher, and Grandma Mary the high school principal now.  The Stork Twins Kerry and Derry, friends Daniel and Ben are students in the Academy as well but not in the residence hall.  The Drake boys meet seven new hall mates, one from England, one from Van Couver Canada, and one from Nova Scotia, Michigan, Iowa, New Mexico, sand Florida.  The Drake boys must hide their true names, and who they are from the new hall mates.  Meanwhile some of these new mates have secrets of their own that clash with getting along in the Residence Hall.  Part one takes them through the school year, where secrets are revealed and personalities tested.  Where a jealous regular Academy teen seeks to get one resident hall member arrested and booted out of the hall so he can take his place.  Part Two finds the Mortimer Mountain Ghost Gang back to Mortimer Mountain for the summer where they have a new adventure one full of danger and plots by a maniac who is willing to kill and attempts to do so.
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Part One
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Look Before you Leap
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Chapter 1
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Meeting New Students

––––––––
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“Professor, when do the rest of the students arrive?” asked Peter.

Peter, Draco, and you too Marco.  Grandma Mary and I have decided that it would be best if the other residential students do not know we are related.  For the duration of our time here, we are not Professor Drake or Mary Drake.  Instead, we are Professor Lambert and Mary Lambert.  We are using your grandmother’s maiden name.  You boys are not to acknowledge us as your grandparents.  Your cousins, Ben and Daniel McDougall have already been told of the arrangement.  We don’t want the residential students, or the regular students to think we would give our grandsons, or your cousins special treatment.  Your grandmother has always professionally used her maiden name when teaching, working in the prison system, and on her literary work.  To make it easy for you in the residential hall she will be known as Grandma Mary and myself as the Professor.  In class I am Professor Lambert, and your Grandma is Principal Lambert.  As for the other residential students they will be arriving in 10 days.  That will give you time to address us as Professor Lambert and Principal Lambert formally, and informally here in the resident Hall as Professor and Grandma Mary.  Our introduction to the student body on the first day of classes will be our formal titles with academic backgrounds with exception to me being a ghost hunter. However, your grandma insist her experience and background be fully revealed from her time working in the prison system as a counselor, Teacher and her Ph’D in criminology. You grandma thinks it will instill fear in the students.  I think it is her ego talking and she loves to frighten them like she does her grandchildren. I will rely on my second degree in sociology.  Your Uncle Terry has arranged everything with the Board of Trustee’s with our legit educational credentials.  As for our recent adventures at the Messinolini Mansion that was kept very low key by the FBI, and your part in the Gold Brick discovery as well.  As for last summer’s adventure at Mortimer Mountain Mayan treasure find.  That is old news long faded from national attention.  Locally, as well.  That is as long as you 3, your cousins, Ben and Daniel keep it low key.  Oh, one more thing, Derry and Kerry both agree that you will not address them as cousins.  You will act as if you have met for the first time on the first day of school.  Peter being of the same age, will naturally befriend them.  As for Ben, well he once dated your sister, yet you remain friends.  And no mention about where you come from originally either.  You are from Deer Park, Long Island, so I suggest you boys do your homework and learn all about Deer Park.  And your parents are really on an extended medical missionary work on a hospital ship.  Just keep the it low key.  Mix truth with fiction. You are not to talk about family in detail with anyone.  Any questions?

“Yes, why all this cloak and dagger stuff Professor?”  Marco asked.

"I was afraid one of you would ask. Bottom line is the FBI wants the Mortimer Mountain Ghost Gang to remain ghosts for a while. More or less protective witness program for all of us until recent events get sorted out.  Not only do your Grandma Mary and I have a different last name you three will also have different first and last names you Drakes last name will be Temple. First names Drey for Draco, Mark for Marco, Jeter for Peter.  The others will not change as Ben, Kerry, and Derry are known at academy.  Daniels will not change as he is new to the gang and to the academy.  So, get used to using your new first name boys.  Use the first letter of your first name for your middle name as in Drey D. Temple, Mark M. Temple, and Jeter P. Temple.  The FBI have changed you school records to reflect those changes, and a report has gone out that the whole Drake family is abroad except for Celine she is at an undisclosed college.  You have 10 days to get used to it, and your resident hall members won’t know you from Adam or Cain.”  The Professor explained.

“Which one of us is Cain Professor.  Peter asked.

“I would say Grandma Mary, she isn’t afraid to use that 38 she has is hidden in that wheelchair of hers.  I hope she keeps that hidden.  She might forget where she is.  I pity the student that who dares get in her face.  She can be quick to roll over there feet with that darn temper of hers.”

“I do not have a temper old man, and don’t you dare warn our students either, it would take the fun out of being the principal with bad ass attitude.”  Grandma Mary said as she entered the room in her mobility chair.  “I hope you gave our grandson’s the bad news they have name changes, and the FBI arranged it for their protection.  There cousin’s, Ben, and Daniel will have an agent assigned to them once they leave for school and leave school back to home.  Just remember boys loose lips sinks ships.  This is only temporary until school ends, and you return back to California. Now for your information you roommates have been assigned as close to your age.  Drey and Mark will not be sharing a room.  Jeter and Toby Gordan age 14 from Iowa a farm boy, in room 2.  Drey and Paul Jones, 16 from Nova Scotia the Academies first of two foreign exchange students in room 1.  Mark and Devin Monique 16, from England in room 3. In room 4 will be George Montgomery 15 and a half, from Van Couver, British Columbia, with Bill, Dickens 15, from Michigan.  Last will be Nick Santanas 14 and a half, from New Mexico with Charles Steward 15, from Florida in room 5.  The bedrooms are large enough for 3 twin size beds.  This the first year for the residential hall and hopefully if successful there will be a full house next fall mostly foreign exchange students.  Your roommates will be arriving in 10 days, you three will arrive there in 7 days.  Until then here at your Uncle Terry’s you will practice your new names with your cousins, Daniel, and Ben until then.  The Professor and I will be reporting to the residential hall this afternoon.  That is if he gets off his lazy butt or I will hurt his other foot by running over it.”  Grandma Mary threatened.

“Mark hand me my cane will you, I got to show your grandma they are good for something else, then walking with.”

“You wouldn’t dare Professor.”  Mark said.

“Oh, I dare, she has been on my case for days now whining about me sitting around all day.  Not one word about how I risked my life saving hers.  The ungrateful women.  I got shot and she didn’t.”

“Professor, Agent Ned said you shot your own foot by accident, how was that saving her life.”  Drey said.

“Drey, if I hadn’t shot my foot, I might have missed Walter and hit your grandma instead.  I call that saving her life.”  The Professor hurried after Grandma Mary at a slow hobble.

***
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“Derry, as Daniel returned to his Mothers place yet?”  Jeter asked.

“Yes, he has Peter, I mean Jeter.  These name changes is going to take some getting used too.  We got 10 days to get it down pat.  Jeter, Daniel moved into his bedroom yesterday. He is ecstatic about what his mother’s did with it, and at the same time he is sad about leaving his grandparents cottage on Long Island.  His mothers live only 12 blocks away, on the other side of Old Greenwich Academy, he is closer to it then we are.  Drey, Mark and you are the lucky ones to be at the new residents hall. You only need walk across the quad to get to school.”  Derry said.

“I am not so sure if we are the lucky ones Derry.  Officially we are used to living with our grandparents and used to Grandma’s Mary’s attitude.  We have had her as a substitute teacher before, and her character changes completely then what it is at home.  It’s worse then what we get at home.  I fear what it is going to be like now she will be the Academy High School principal.  Don’t get me wrong, we are used to her attitude and the way she plays the tough loving grandma.  Her ego is going to go off the chart being a principal in an all-boys school.  And another thing we have to get used to the fact we can’t acknowledge her or the Professor as our grandparents.  This witness protection thing is weird to say the least Derry.  What will happened if those Academy boys we played soft ball with see us.  Won’t they know we are your cousins?”  Peter asked.

“That won’t be a problem Jeter.”  Kerry said entering his brothers bedroom.  “Most of those boys in the game go to regular High schools except for 3 who were attending the Academy.  Two of them graduated this year in June, and Bill Saline decided to finish his schooling in the public school system elsewhere.  It would appear his parents split up, his dad owned the Pizza parlor here, so his mother moved into New Jersey where she owned the other Pizza Parlor.  Bill went to live with his mother.  I guess he never really got along with his dad as it was.  As far as we know no one at the academy has even seen you three in person.  Peter, you and your brothers have changed since last Summer, older, and mature looking.  Nothing like the media pictures back then about the Mayan treasure story that hit the media.  The academy has a turnover each fall as it is.  Many students don’t get the grades they need if they are on a scholarship, or parents decide they can’t afford the tuition anymore.  Also, it didn’t help with the fall out over the Nechcolson situation, and how it affected the academies reputation.  There were a lot of new enrollee’s after parents pulled their son’s out at the end of first term last year.  Dad’s says everything has blown over and we have new students for the second term, and this fall.  The residential program has 10 new students from around the states, and foreign exchange students for the first time.”  Kerry pointed out.

“I know, The Professor and Grandma Mary or rather Principal Lambert informed us this afternoon who they were and their ages.  We even got our bedroom assignments.  One student is from England, his name is Devin Monique and age 16.  George Montgomery is from Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, he is 15.  The other foreign student is Paul Jones, who is from Nova Scotia, and he is 16.  They will arrive in 10 days.  The others are from New Mexico, Nick Santanas, 14 and a half, Toby Gordan, from Iowa and he is 14, my roommate.  Bill Dickens, from Michigan, and he is 15.  Charles Steward 15 from Florida.  Drey’s roommate is Paul, and Mark’s roommate is Devin.  George and Bill are roommates, Nick and Charles are roommates.  The bedrooms have 3 beds and private baths.  The Professor and Grandma Mary as houseparent’s have a suite with living room, bedroom with bath.  We haven’t seen the place yet, will in 7 days when we move in.  So, you are still stuck with us until then.  Once school starts we are to be strangers to you two but will eventually become friends, and with Ben.  Not at first but soon enough.  I was thinking we might at first not get along, throw the other students off the scent in our grades.  Then we gradually become friends.  Ben is known to us for his summer romance with our sister.  We are from Long Island.  The FBI have everything arranged for our cover story and records for the school.  I understand you will also have as FBI agent tailing you and Ben to and from School until they sort out things regarding the Messinolini Mansion and those Gold Bricks.”  Jeter explained.

“Peter, I mean Jeter, what I don’t understand is, what is to sort out.  Those Gold Brick do they belong to someone, is there a claim on them like who owned them in the first place.  It can’t be the mob; they stole them from the FBI.  Did the FBI borrow them from a bank for that sting operation back in 1927.  If that bank is still around I could see they would ask for it back.”  Derry stated.

“Derry, what I think is it all has to do with the FBI sting operation, the Nazi spies and how it failed to catch those spies.  It is embarrassment for the FBI to dredge that up some 98 years later and how to keep it quiet even after we so publicly revealed it by nearly tearing down a historical building, and Agent Ned Toyers involvement.  Don’t forget the Messinolini Mansion shoot out.  Agent Ned is still trying to explain that with the FBI director in D.C.  If he hadn’t already handed in resignation, he would be fired for sure.  They have a lot to manage to be sure more heads don’t roll in D.C., or the press gets the true story eventually.  It’s a political hot potato.” And why we three of the Mortimer Mountain Ghost Gang has been affectively turned into ghosts with name changes.  They don’t want us to go about sharing what we know with everyone.  I wouldn’t be surprised if they haven’t bugged the residential hall, or this place, or Ben’s home.”  Jeter said.

“In that case I have a few choice words to say, ‘Freedom of speech, if your listening, we have our rights to privacy, we have broken no laws, if you think so, then come and arrest us all.  I am sure our lawyers would love to use their freedom of speech and expose everything to the public and media.  What I do with my boyfriend in the privacy of my bedroom is consensual between us. Let’s just say you are all perverts and how would the media deal with that and the FBI reputation.”  Derry said and cussed a string of profanity. 

***
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“Well boys want do you think of your new digs.”  Professor asked.

“I would say my new digs is lacking a big screen TV Professor.”  Mark said.

“Mark in the sunken Living Room is your entertainment center the Console has a pop up hidden 65-inch plasma screen TV. A game console set up for 4 players.  However, restrictions apply no Video games or Tv except on Saturday and Sundays, after house chores and weekdays after homework, and only from 7:30 to 8:30 pm and bedtime is at 9 pm lights out at 10 pm. Out of bed by 6:30 am, school time is 9 am. Breakfast is 7:30 am to 8:30.  Shower routine is with 2 boys per room you pick between the two of you who gets bedtime to shower before lights out and who gets to shower by 7:15 am.  And the Shower stall has 3 shower heads so communal if your roommate agrees.  We have a cook coming at 6:30 am to do breakfast weekdays Monday to Friday and evening Meals Monday to Fridays, she cooks and does general housekeeping, and laundry of bedding, not your personal clothes or clean your bedrooms.  That is your boys job to keep clean rooms, and bathrooms, and to do your personal laundry when needed Monday’s, through Fridays right after school. The laundry room has five Dryers and Washers stackable units. You will work out a schedule which night your rooms will do laundry.  Weekends you do your own breakfast, and lunch. While Grandma Mary and I will do the evening meal weekends or we order take out.  Classes end at 3:15 and in the hall mandatory study time is from 3:30 until mealtime at 5:00 pm.  From 6:00 pm kitchen duty cleaning up until 6:30, and from 6:30 to 7:30 more study time optional.  From 7:30 to bedtime is your free time for tv, video games or on the game tables, or whatever tickles your fancy like more study time.  Your academy homework is regulated to the minimal possible, you have study hall in school and time in class.  So, if you have homework to do, it should be at the minimal, unless you want to get ahead of others and put in extra time to study.  Your study time here also includes the school Library for all academy students after school hours are from 5 to 7:30 pm Monday thru Thursday.  So, take advantage of the school libraries resources.”  The Professor told the boys.

“I know the schedule sounds rigid.  Outside of personal housekeeping and laundry, weekend meal prep and study times weekdays, you will have weekends free to get involved in outside activities as long as you get permission, no different than at home, no leaving without logging in where you are going.  As houseparents’ we are responsible for you when not in class.  Weekend curfew will be 10:00 pm on Friday and Saturday bedtime by 11:30 pm.  Sunday to Thursday back to a 10 pm lights out.  It is a regiment no different than you have at home, during the school year.  And before anyone asks Saturday visitors are welcomed from 1 pm to 8 pm and since each room has a spare bed, you are welcome to have an overnight guest.  Holidays will be celebrated with parties, and for those not going home for Christmas break or spring break.  Now before Grandma Mary puts her two cents in, or rather like 50 cents in.  Rules are made to be broken with limits to curfews and abusing your study time and getting bad grades.  If you want to slack off on laundry, that only means catching up later.  The Academy does not have a dress code or uniform.  Just clean clothes and no t-shirts with unapproved logo’s, or tattered torn jeans. Shower daily or nightly and those in Gym class you get an extra shower in. The school provides your basic Hygiene products, shampoo, toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorant and laundry soap.  However, if you prefer to use what you are used to using, please make a list of those items for shopping day.  Any allergies to certain laundry soaps please let us know.  Any Prescription needs are to be handled by the School nurse and your parents should have made those arrangements with the school nurse, the school physician.  Yes we have a school physician a local doctor on contract to the Academy Hall students. Your medical records will have been forward to him by now. Morning meds and night meds will be your responsibility, noon meds at the school nurse office when in class.”

“Now for the serious part of your introduction to the residential hall.  You are expected to at all times be civil between your roommates and other students in the residence hall.  There will be no foul language.  No thievery either.  No bickering, fighting, or any kind of racism tolerated, this also applies when in classes and on school grounds.  You will get along with your fellow students in the hall or in school or be put on report for discipline by the Disciplinary officer.  Who by the way is you grandmother Principal Mary Lambert.  Three marks against you and your parents will be notified that you are being sent home and no refunds on tuition and residents fee’s.  Those marks are given by a peer disciplinary council when it concerns in class and on school grounds.  In the resident hall, it is your house parents who will refer you to that peer disciplinary council where you will have the opportunity to defend your behavior among your peers before it goes to Principal Lambert.  Boys have I left out anything in my introduction to the Resident Hall welcoming of the new student arriving in 3 days?”

“Yes, who Grandma, I mean who principal Mary Lambert is in real life as in her past work experience with hard core inmates, that she has been known to knock a few heads together, and that her wheelchair is a deadly weapon, not counting the hidden 38 in it.” Jeter stated.

“Jeter this is a welcome speech not your run for the hills speech.”  The Professor said.  “I don’t think the school trustees would like it if their new exchange student parents to ask for their money back when their son ask to come home on the first day they arrive here.  The first day in assembly the trustee’s will tone down Principal Mary’s introduction and background.”

“Professor, maybe they should muzzle me and put me on a strong sedative like Valium so I can be a sweet pussy cat.”  Grandma Mary said as wheeled herself out from the house parents suite.  “I cannot change the stripe on my back like a skunk would wish.  If my attitude stinks, I suggest the students carry spray cans of air freshener.”  

“Mary, we have had this discussion before, you have to tone down that attitude, you are not dealing with prison inmates here.  You have some rough edges, and you have a good side to you too.  Just smooth out the rough edges, and let that good side dictate your everyday dealings with boys at the academy, that is until you need to be a disciplinary officer.  Just don’t go running over any students feet.  Most teens have a short attention span at their age unlike those inmates who deliberately provoked you to test you mettle only to regret it.  The academy does not need any lawsuits Mary.  The best thing you could do is think of every boy in that school as your grandson’s.  The last time I noticed you have yet to run over their feet.  Yes, you threaten too, and they listen to what you have to say.  Respect is earned not by having an attitude of a Crocodile to snap first at his food and ask questions later if it was even meant for him to snap at.  Mary the academy boys are not food to snap out to satisfy your ego is all I am saying, more like they are your grandchildren, who you willing spare out of love.”

“Damn you old man, how dare you tell me I don’t have any care for these academy boys like I care for my grandchildren.  I spare my grandsons and granddaughter the worse of my attitude out of fear they would hate me.  I admit and I acknowledge I can’t treat these academy boys like I treated those inmates.  It was eat or be eaten by them, like a wounded Crocodile who refuses to snap at another Crocodile.  I may be an old dog, but I can still learn new tricks.  Like you need to learn how to give a proper welcome speech to our exchange students that won’t have them thinking they have entered a reform school.  What do you think boys, did the Professor make you feel you were at home, or in some institution with all those rules?”:  Principal Lambert asked.

“Honestly, I think if we were at home in California, it would be stricker rules, then here in the residence hall.  After all, the house parent here are more lenient then what our parents where back home. They have to be, or they would get fired.”  Drey said.

“If you think you three are going to have it easy, by buttering us up, you are wrong.  Now if you were to bribe me with a box of Swiss chocolates every once and away, I may be able to convince the principal who I know like two peas, in a pod to look the other way when you break the rules.”  The Professor said.

“You better share that box of Swiss chocolate Professor, or their will be only one pea in that pod.  We will be sleeping in separate pods if you get my meaning.”

“Mary, I think these boys are too well behaved to be breaking any rules.” The Professor said.

“Old man are your sure you talking about the same boys, who in the last two summers have broken so many rules, they should be in a reform schools.  Instead, they find Mayan Treasure, walk away with medals of honor, and this summer they find Millions of Dollars in Gold bricks nearly destroyed a whole building in the process.”  Principal Lambert said.

“That was someone else’s grandchildren, and their cousins, and friends.  Not these boys. They are better behaved then that gang of ruffians..”  The Professor pleaded.

“Fat chance of that old man.”  Mary wheeled herself out the front door and headed across the quad to the Academy administration wing.

***
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“The first to arrive of the Foreign exchange students plane landed at Kennedy International airport in the morning 3 days later.  And was picked up by a private car serviced arranged by the Old Greenwich Academy and arrived at the Academy Hall to be greeted by the Professor and Mark. “Devin, welcome to Academy Hall, I am Professor Lambert, one of your house parents.  You will met my wife later.  I hope you flight from England was uneventful.  This young man here is Mark Temple, and Mark this is Devin Monigue from Stoke-on-Trent, England.  I believe it has a population of 260,000 people, East-south of Liverpool.  I am sure Devin will tell you all about Stoke-on-Trent, and you must share all about Deer Park, Long Island.  Mark help Devin with his Luggage and introduce him to your brothers, then a tour of the Hall.  I believe our last two foreign exchange student Paul Jones from Nova Scotia and George Montgomery from Vancouver Canada are due by plane later in the early evening around 7 pm. and 8 pm.  Dickens and Gordon are on the same flight from Chicago, at 3 pm, and Santanas by private plane by 5 p.m.  Steward will arrive by train from Florida at New York Grand Central station tomorrow morning at 9 am. Devin, we shall have the hall orientation in the morning after Steward arrives and gets settle in.  Now Mark show Devin your room.  I shall be busy in my suite at my desk, preparing for my social studies course until 2:30. Mary is at her office in the academies administration wing until 4:30. Devin my wife is the Academies High School Principal.  I am sure Mark will explain all about Mary Lambert.  Mark don’t forget you and your brothers have lunch duty today.”  Professor Lambert left the two boys, heading off to the left, luging along two wheeled suitcases of Devin’s belongings.  

“Devin our room is room 3 in the back on the right.  The layout of the hall is unique in design.  The bedrooms suits can sleep up to 3 for now.  The bathroom has one large shower for three, however for now we have a shower schedule we need to decide who gets bedtime or mornings before breakfast, unless you have no objections to communal showers like we do after gym class.  You saw the sunken living room, there is a hidden large TV screen in the console that rises up.  Behind that center privacy wall is the games room, pool table and ping pong.  Behind the second privacy wall is the dining room and kitchen and behind the kitchen is the laundry room and pantry.  On the left and right are privacy walls as well that creates a hallway to our bedrooms.  Two student bedrooms on the left and 3 student bedrooms on the right.  Entrance to each room is down another hall which has an Emergency exit door out.  Behind the kitchen on the right is the laundry room and on the left the pantry.  Our Rooms are large 28 ft by 40 ft, room for 3 twin beds now or later 3 bunks beds.  Wardrobes, and dressers for each student and room to spare.  The laundry room has storage spaces for luggage for each student.  Those privacy walls are sound barriers between each area.  The house parents suite is in the front left from the main entrance.  The dining room is open to the kitchen with 3 large octagon tables that seat six each with two smaller tables left and right at the privacy wall that can seat 3.  There are two such tables along the privacy wall in the games room, and two more in the living room left and right.  The Professor calls them study tables, for two or more students, far enough apart to not distract others studying.  Each table is large enough for 3 laptops, power supply, a central lamp and room for books, and to write on.  Hall rules will be explained tomorrow morning as to study time, TV & game room time, bedtime and chores.  Not much different than at home during school.  It may sound a bit rigid at first, but the regiment fits in study time and social time.  More tomorrow during orientation.  Classes start in 5 days, so the regiment will start the night before classes start.  That will give us time for some scheduled tour time of New York city sites.  My brothers and I are from Deer Park, Long Island.  So, we are locals more or less.  This is Drey’s room, my twin, and he will bunk with Paul, when Paul gets here.”  Drey stepped out of his room when he heard Mark and Devin talking.  “Drey this is Devin Monique from Stoke-on-Trent from England, my roommate.  Is Jeter in his room?”  Mark asked.

“He is in the laundry room Mark.” Drey said.  

“My younger brother Jeter is across from Dreys and Paul.   We can say hello to Jeter. The laundry is on our way to our room.  Our room is on the right side of the kitchen.  We can cut across through the kitchen to get to our room.”  The two crossed over the thru the kitchen just as Jeter came out of the Laundry room. 

“Jeter this is my younger brother the computer genius in the family.  Jeter this is Devin the exchange student from England and my roommate.”  Mark introduced Devin to his brother.  Jeter put down his laundry and shook hands with Devin.

“Welcome to Old Greenwich Academy Devin.  I am sure Mark will be a great roommate for you.  Just make sure to tell him he talks to much about girls he has no chance of meeting, charming and stealing a kiss from.  He has forgotten already we are in all Boys school.”  Jeter teased his brother. 

“Jeter you are in the same boat with the rest of us, unless you plan to join a Nunery later.”  Mark said.

“Don’t you mean a monk in a monastery Mark?  Jeter asked.

“Monk or Nun, your still not getting any kisses Jeter.  Whereas I will be the lucking one stealing my first kiss.”  Mark boasted.

“Mark go right ahead a steal your first kiss, then get slapped.  I plan on getting permission first, and the one after that and the one after that, while you keeps getting slapped senseless every time in your dreams brothers.”  Jeter picked up his laundry and walk away before Mark could come up with a response. 

“Don’t mind us Devin, we are always trying to up one another. It’s like a game we play. Unfortunately, I keep trying to up him better than he does me.  One of these days I will win the game.  Come the hallway to our room is just over there.”  Mark lead Devin to their room. 

“Here we are, I have the bed on the far left you can have the center bed or the far right.  My dresser is near my bed, and I have the wardrobe next to the bathroom door.  The dresser are different colors and so are the Wardrobes.  So, dressers and Wardrobes go together.  The bedspreads match that color scheme.  I guess it make it easier to decide when you choose a bed, first to arrive gets first choice. They plan to have next fall 3 bunk beds in here instead of single twins with an increase of resident students enrolled. at least that is want is planned.  This is the first year the resident hall is opened.”  Mark explained.  

“Mark in England we have many such types of Resident schools.  Maybe more so then in the states here with its public school system.  My school in Stoke-on-Trent was such a Resident school.  The rooms set up are much the same as this except the bathrooms and showers where communal down the hall.  Though the design here is more a modern upscale home then a resident school dorm back home.  In England we also have a different grading system and grade levels, unlike you public school system, here where you have Pre-school, Kindergarten, Elementary Middle school, and Hight school.  We call ours Early Years Education, Primary, Secondary, Further Education, and Higher Education.  In our system to get into your college level we have to pass higher education exam in our 12th year, or you don’t advance to higher education.  However, our community college level education unlike yours can start as early as Secondary and Further Education.  Not after you finish high school.  Though I understand your high schools now have pre-prep college courses now.  Many by the end of Further Education in our system have learned a basic trade, where Higher education is getting advanced degrees, such as medical, sciences, and so much more.  I am eager to see what kind of courses your Academy offers and how they compare to the courses back home.  Our residential schools like your Academy are for those with the best grade and the opportunity to learn in less stressful environment where you have a smaller population per class.  And you have parents with money to afford the tuition and residents fee’s, Mark.” Devin explained. 

“Devin, the Professor told us that the UK, and European schools system is better than ours in many ways when it comes to preparing students to achieve, though he admits that the U.S. System is trying to catchup to match and exceed those same standards in the public school system.  The Old Greenwich Academy focuses on achieving those standards and the Academy has scholarship programs to see that those who can meet our standards yet can’t afford the tuition can come to the Academy as a non-resident from our local community.  The residential program will reach out to those outside the community to give them the same opportunity.  We are an inclusive school, when it comes to accepting both those who can and cannot afford the tuition of all minorities, sexual orientation, and disabilities.  You will as a new student as will my brothers and I will have an inclusiveness orientation class to learn about the rules and acceptance of those with differences.  The is no tolerance here for hate of those who are different.  If you have a problem with certain views, and opinions, of others because of race, sexual orientation, or disabilities you will have to keep them to yourself, or you will not fit in here.” 

“You will learn about the academy history regarding a time here two years ago, where a serious hate crime led to the death of a student here.  He came out gay and suddenly there was what we would call gay bashers, in the school drove him to commit suicide.  Those students responsible where eventually arrested for a hate crime and convicted.  Sad thing is we learned this summer that the boy didn’t commit suicide but was murdered by the father of those two students who were convicted of the hate crime.  They didn’t know their father killed the boy and made it look like suicide, and they took the blame for it as a hate crime.  The man also killed his ex-wife, his son’s mother.  It is a very long story where the man confessed of the killing of his ex-wife over money issues.  The man was once a benefactor of the school, donated money to build a new wing on the Academy, a member of the Board of Trustee, and a crook the worse kind.  He stole money from the school, ran a shell company to hide his dirty money.  The school went through a change to see that such hate never enter this school again.  His son’s may have been homophobic, yet unaware of their fathers criminal activities at the time, yet they caused such terror in the school hunting down anyone who may have been the student’s gay partner.  That is why the school now has the IOC requirement, Inclusive Orientation Course.  It is to prepare new students what to expect if they cross similar lines.  As I told you if you have issues, keep them to yourself and we will get along.”  Mark stated. 

“What about your America’s Free speech Mark?  Devin asked.  ​

“Free Speech is free to speak up and say what you want to say.  However, hate speech isn’t free if it leads to a hate crime, or forces a person to kill themselves, or leads others to commit a crime because someone’s free speech made them believe they had to hurt someone.  We have the right to speak up to be heard and we have the right to disagree with what others say.  We don’t have a right to incite violence by our free speech, to cause insurrection, riots, and murder being the end results of our free speech.  If you have something to say, say it.  I may agree or disagree, but I will not resort to hate speech because I disagree with what you say.  If it steps on my rights, to accept inclusiveness of those who are different than me.  Then I shall not call you friend, nor enemy.  If you can’t accept those terms, then we must part our ways like strangers passing in the night.”  Mark told Devin.  

“Mark, I hope we never pass like strangers in the night.  My views of American inclusiveness may vary, maybe for the lack of certain knowledge and understanding.  I have nothing against ones sexuality.  I have the deepest respect for those with disabilities physically and mentally.  As for racial differences my father’s is 100% British, and on my mother’s side she is 1/3 East Indian, 1/3 Australian Aboriginal, and British through her family tree.  My father is a Civil liberties and Human rights Barrister, and my mother a Biomedical Engineer.  I get my smarts from my mother, and I look like my Father.  I am well versed on Civil Liberties and Human rights universally.  So, I guess inclusiveness fits right in with my point of views at least when it regards British points of view on inclusiveness regarding race, disabilities and sexual orientation.”  Devin made clear to Mark. 

“I think we will get along just fine Devin.”  Mark said.

***
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“Jeter, this is Toby Gordan your roommate, and Drey this is Bill Dickens. Boys this is Drey Temple and his younger brother Jeter Temple.  Drey has a twin here as well, Mark, and is in his room with his new roommate Devin.  Drey would you show Bill his room he will be bunking in Room 4.  Bill your roommate will be George Montgomery from Vancouver Canada, his plane arrives by 7 pm this evening and Paul Jones from Nova Scotia after that.  I believe Bill is from Iowa, and Toby from Michigan.”

“Sir, I am from Michigan.” Bill said.

“Right, then Toby is from Iowa.”  The Professor corrected himself.  “Please drop the sir, call be Professor boys.  I am half of your house parents, and my wife Mary Lambert the other half.  Mary is the Academies High School principal and prefers to be called Principal Lampert.  The Academies resident program is new this fall.  The evening meal today is at 6:30 boys, that will give you time to get the tour, meet Mark and Devin and rest a bit.”

Nick Santanas’ private plane arrived on time and was at the Academy Residents hall, by 5:30 pm.  Mark greeted him at the door, as the Professor was busy in the kitchen preparing evening meal with Drey.  Mark took Nick to room five and settled him in, then took him on a tour to meet the others in their rooms.  At 6:30 five students with the Professor and Principal Lambert sat down to a good old fashion meal of homemade Pizza, and a green salad, and soda’s and for desert ice cream.  Devin warmed up to Principal Lambert immediately, while Toby, Bill and Nick where aloof at the start, but by the time the meal was done.  Mary Lambert had won them over by regaling her experience as a prison counselor working with hard core prisoner’s.  She kept from them the part about knocking heads with them and running over their feet with her wheelchair and her work with the FBI.

George Montgomery’s plane from Vancouver, to Los Angeles, to New York arrived late within minutes before the Noval Scotia flight arrived.  The two exchange students meet their private driver who had been busy all day going back and forth from the Firm.  He told his passengers to call him Terry Bird.  He dropped off his last two passengers at the Academy Hall, where the Professor greeted them and introduced the other students who were sated in the sunken living room watching a movie waiting for their arrival.  The Professor had Drey give Paul the tour and show him were they would bunk together.  Bill took George and their room then gave George the tour. After their tours, George and Paul had a sandwich and ice cream as a late snack with the others before they settled in their rooms with their roommates.

In the morning Terry Bird picked up Charles Steward at the Grand Central Station and drove the hour and twenty minutes to Old Greenwich Academy Resident Hall, where Nick took him to their shared room and gave him the tour.  Later after lunch was eaten, Professor Lambert asked the 10 students to remain around the tables in the dining room and explained the house rules and when they went into effect.  He told them that as rigid as they may sound, there would always be some leniency if someone didn’t quite get to bed on time or up in the morning on time the first few weeks until you got your sleep habits regulated to the hall routine. And added.  “In five days, classes would start, and the night before would the bedtime lights out be observed until then he expected the boys to be in bed at a reasonable time, on time for meals unless out on a field trip into New York to visit the sites.  Which would begin tomorrow afternoon by private car and driver, to Manhatton Island.  And the next day there would be a drive around Old Greenwich, and on the third day, a boat ride on the Academies yacht club boat and one private boat both classified as small yachts, seven students on the private yacht the biggest, and 3 on the smaller school yacht for a trip across the Long Island Sound, do some fishing, and back.  Your driver Terry will pilot the Mortimer Ghost, and Ned our Academy pilot the Old Greenwich.  On the fourth day, a day of rest to prepare for the classes on the fifth day.   Now I believe Drey, Mark and Jeter have volunteered to take care of the lunch dishes.  I expect the rest of you attend to your unpacking if they have not yet been finished or started. Until classes start you 10 will decide on the chore list who does what and when.  Now scoot you 7 and let the others get the lunch dishes cleared up and kitchen cleaned.”

“What’s up Professor I don’t recall we three volunteering for lunch clean up.”  Drey said.

“Sorry for that boys, I needed some alone time to explain about the boat trips.  Terry Bird the private car driver is your Uncle Terry Stork in fact.  He will pilot the Mortimer Ghost.  While Ned Toyer your friendly retired FBI agent will pilot the Old Greenwich, which you three and myself will be on.  Your uncle as the private driver has been getting a look at the new students, listening to their conversation with him as their driver.  Getting a feel on their emotions and testing them.  The Yacht trip with the rest of them will conclude his experiment.  He is concerned that the boys he selected for the pilot resident program will not fit in.  There paperwork, and the admission essay may not always reflect their true nature.  Something he expects like some white lies and inflated opinions to get selected.  Which he and I understand.  This is his way to get a true sense of their real nature.  Ned on the other hand has some information for you three and me.  What better way to pass that on then in the middle of the Long Island Sound.”

“Professor when you said the driver was Terry Bird, Bird as in Stork, it did not fool us. Even our roommates had something to say about the driver and his many questions.  As for Ned piloting the Academy yacht, that was a no brainer.  Don’t worry we won’t give them away at the Marina.  As for us three, so far our roommates seem okay to us, what you would expect meeting for the first time.  As for the exchange students we will certainly learn something about their culture and where they come from.  We expect them to have different opinions about our culture and the American way as we would theirs.  Let’s get this mess cleaned up before they get suspicious Professor.” Mark declared.

“Right, I should have known you weren’t fooled about Terry Bird being your uncle.  No more talk, by the time classes start he will be back to his office.  And we will not have a private car and driver to get us around.  The good old mini school bus will do for us.”

“What no old lady in a wheelchair to drive us around in that Van of yours.” Jeter said.

“I would resent that remark, if it weren’t true.” Principal Mary Lambert said as she guided her wheelchair into kitchen.
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