
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Descent of Hope

        

        
        
          The Kerrigan Kids, Volume 6

        

        
        
          W.J. May

        

        
          Published by Dark Shadow Publishing, 2020.

        

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      DESCENT OF HOPE

    

    
      First edition. August 15, 2020.

      Copyright © 2020 W.J. May.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 978-1393248019

    

    
    
      Written by W.J. May.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by W.J. May

	    

      
	    
          
	      Beginning's End Series

          
        
          
	          Beginnings

          
        
          
	          Curiosity

          
        
          
	          Scrutiny

          
        
          
	          Foresight

          
        
          
	          Disavow

          
        
          
	          Trickery

          
        
          
	          Wisdom

          
        
          
	          Decree

          
        
          
	          Influence

          
        
          
	          Prevail

          
        
          
	          Dignified

          
        
          
	          Honored

          
        
          
	          Beginning’s End Series Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Blood Red Series

          
        
          
	          Courage Runs Red

          
        
          
	          The Night Watch

          
        
          
	          Marked by Courage

          
        
          
	          Forever Night

          
        
          
	          The Other Side of Fear

          
        
          
	          Blood Red Box Set Books #1-5

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Chronicles of a Misspent Youth

          
        
          
	          This Changes Everything

          
        
          
	          Fight the Old

          
        
          
	          Mistakes and Bad Choices

          
        
          
	          Change is Inevitable (Coming Soon)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Daughters of Darkness: Victoria's Journey

          
        
          
	          Victoria

          
        
          
	          Huntress

          
        
          
	          Coveted (A Vampire & Paranormal Romance)

          
        
          
	          Twisted

          
        
          
	          Daughter of Darkness - Victoria - Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Dusk to Dawn Series

          
        
          
	          Awakening the Night

          
        
          
	          Surviving the Eclipse

          
        
          
	          Hunting the Forsaken

          
        
          
	          Enchanted - Book of Spells

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Fae Wilds Series

          
        
          
	          Twist and Turns

          
        
          
	          Curse of the Fae

          
        
          
	          Force the Truth

          
        
          
	          Crown and Glory

          
        
          
	          Enemy and Rivals

          
        
          
	          Light in the Dark

          
        
          
	          Dusk and Shadows

          
        
          
	          Called by Midnight

          
        
          
	          Dark Memories

          
        
          
	          Above the Curse

          
        
          
	          Myth and Muses

          
        
          
	          Chase and Hunt (Coming Soon)

          
        
          
	          Fae Wilds Box Set - Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Great Temptation Series

          
        
          
	          The Devil's Footsteps

          
        
          
	          Heaven's Command

          
        
          
	          Mortals Surrender

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Hidden Secrets Saga

          
        
          
	          Seventh Mark - Part 1

          
        
          
	          Seventh Mark - Part 2

          
        
          
	          Marked By Destiny

          
        
          
	          Compelled

          
        
          
	          Fate's Intervention

          
        
          
	          Chosen Three

          
        
          
	          The Hidden Secrets Saga:The Complete Series

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Kerrigan Chronicles

          
        
          
	          Stopping Time

          
        
          
	          A Passage of Time

          
        
          
	          Ticking Clock

          
        
          
	          Secrets in Time

          
        
          
	          Time in the City

          
        
          
	          Ultimate Future

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Kerrigan Memoirs

          
        
          
	          Chronicles of Devon

          
        
          
	          Chronicles of Angel

          
        
          
	          Chronicles of Julian

          
        
          
	          Chronicles of Molly

          
        
          
	          Chronicles of Gabriel

          
        
          
	          Chronicles of Rae

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Kerrigan Presidents Series

          
        
          
	          Leaders in Control

          
        
          
	          Director on a Mission

          
        
          
	          Devon Seeking Guidance

          
        
          
	          Gabriel's Vanishing Light

          
        
          
	          President on Edge

          
        
          
	          Agreeing The Future

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Mending Magic Series

          
        
          
	          Lost Souls

          
        
          
	          Illusion of Power

          
        
          
	          Challenging the Dark

          
        
          
	          Castle of Power

          
        
          
	          Limits of Magic

          
        
          
	          Protectors of Light

          
        
          
	          Mending Magic Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      New Beginnings Series

          
        
          
	          Decisions

          
        
          
	          Pursue

          
        
          
	          Obstacles

          
        
          
	          Gateways

          
        
          
	          Predestined (Coming Soon)

          
        
          
	          Conclude (Coming Soon)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Omega Queen Series

          
        
          
	          Discipline

          
        
          
	          Bravery

          
        
          
	          Courage

          
        
          
	          Conquer

          
        
          
	          Strength

          
        
          
	          Validation

          
        
          
	          Approval

          
        
          
	          Blessing

          
        
          
	          Balance

          
        
          
	          Grievance

          
        
          
	          Enchanted

          
        
          
	          Gratified

          
        
          
	          Omega Queen - Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Paranormal Huntress Series

          
        
          
	          Never Look Back

          
        
          
	          Coven Master

          
        
          
	          Alpha's Permission

          
        
          
	          Blood Bonding

          
        
          
	          Oracle of Nightmares

          
        
          
	          Shadows in the Night

          
        
          
	          Paranormal Huntress BOX SET

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Prophecy Series

          
        
          
	          Only the Beginning

          
        
          
	          White Winter

          
        
          
	          Secrets of Destiny

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Revamped Series

          
        
          
	          Hidden

          
        
          
	          Banished

          
        
          
	          Converted

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Royal Factions

          
        
          
	          The Price For Peace

          
        
          
	          The Cost for Surviving

          
        
          
	          The Punishment For Deception

          
        
          
	          Faking Perfection

          
        
          
	          The Most Cherished

          
        
          
	          The Strength to Endure

          
        
          
	          Royal Factions Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Royal Guard Series

          
        
          
	          Guardian

          
        
          
	          Paladin

          
        
          
	          Sentinel

          
        
          
	          Royal Guard Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Chronicles of Kerrigan

          
        
          
	          Rae of Hope

          
        
          
	          Dark Nebula

          
        
          
	          House of Cards

          
        
          
	          Royal Tea

          
        
          
	          Under Fire

          
        
          
	          End in Sight

          
        
          
	          Hidden Darkness

          
        
          
	          Twisted Together

          
        
          
	          Mark of Fate

          
        
          
	          Strength & Power

          
        
          
	          Last One Standing

          
        
          
	          Rae of Light

          
        
          
	          The Chronicles of Kerrigan Box Set Books # 1 - 6

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Chronicles of Kerrigan: Gabriel

          
        
          
	          Living in the Past

          
        
          
	          Present For Today

          
        
          
	          Staring at the Future

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Chronicles of Kerrigan Prequel

          
        
          
	          Christmas Before the Magic

          
        
          
	          Question the Darkness

          
        
          
	          Into the Darkness

          
        
          
	          Fight the Darkness

          
        
          
	          Alone in the Darkness

          
        
          
	          Lost in Darkness

          
        
          
	          The Chronicles of Kerrigan Prequel Series Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Chronicles of Kerrigan Sequel

          
        
          
	          A Matter of Time

          
        
          
	          Time Piece

          
        
          
	          Second Chance

          
        
          
	          Glitch in Time

          
        
          
	          Our Time

          
        
          
	          Precious Time

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Hidden Secrets Saga

          
        
          
	          Seventh Mark (part 1 & 2)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Kerrigan Kids

          
        
          
	          School of Potential

          
        
          
	          Myths & Magic

          
        
          
	          Kith & Kin

          
        
          
	          Playing With Power

          
        
          
	          Line of Ancestry

          
        
          
	          Descent of Hope

          
        
          
	          Illusion of Shadows

          
        
          
	          Frozen by the Future

          
        
          
	          Guilt Of My Past

          
        
          
	          Demise of Magic

          
        
          
	          Rise of The Prophecy

          
        
          
	          Deafened By The Past

          
        
          
	          The Kerrigan Kids Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Queen's Alpha Series

          
        
          
	          Eternal

          
        
          
	          Everlasting

          
        
          
	          Unceasing

          
        
          
	          Evermore

          
        
          
	          Forever

          
        
          
	          Boundless

          
        
          
	          Prophecy

          
        
          
	          Protected

          
        
          
	          Foretelling

          
        
          
	          Revelation

          
        
          
	          Betrayal

          
        
          
	          Resolved

          
        
          
	          The Queen's Alpha Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Senseless Series

          
        
          
	          Radium Halos - Part 1

          
        
          
	          Radium Halos - Part 2

          
        
          
	          Nonsense

          
        
          
	          Perception

          
        
          
	          The Senseless - Box Set Books #1-4

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Viking Tales

          
        
          
	          Adversity

          
        
          
	          Warrior

          
        
          
	          Defender

          
        
          
	          Contender

          
        
          
	          Affinity

          
        
          
	          Heroine

          
        
          
	          Victory (Coming Soon)

          
        
          
	          The Viking Tales Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Shadow of Doubt (Part 1 & 2)

          
        
          
	          Five Shades of Fantasy

          
        
          
	          Zwarte Nevel

          
        
          
	          Shadow of Doubt - Part 1

          
        
          
	          Shadow of Doubt - Part 2

          
        
          
	          Four and a Half Shades of Fantasy

          
        
          
	          Dream Fighter

          
        
          
	          What Creeps in the Night

          
        
          
	          Forest of the Forbidden

          
        
          
	          Arcane Forest: A Fantasy Anthology

          
        
          
	          The First Fantasy Box Set

          
        
          
	          Christmas with the Kerrigans

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at W.J. May’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


[image: image]

Copyright 2020 by W.J. May

[image: image]

[image: image]

THIS BOOK IS LICENSED for your personal enjoyment only. This e-book may not be re-sold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient. If you're reading this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then please return to Smashwords.com and purchase your own copy.  Thank you for respecting the hard work of the author.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without the prior written permission of both the copyright owner and the above publisher of this book.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, brands, media, and incidents are either the product of the author's imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual person, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental. The author acknowledges the trademarked status and trademark owners of various products referenced in this work of fiction, which have been used without permission. The publication/use of these trademarks is not authorized, associated with, or sponsored by the trademark owners.

––––––––

[image: ]


All rights reserved.

Descent of Hope

Book 6 of the Kerrigan Kids

Copyright 2020 by W.J. May

Cover design by: Book Cover by Design

––––––––

[image: ]


No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in articles and reviews.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Have You Read the C.o.K Series?


[image: ]




The Prequel series is a Sub-Series of the Chronicles of Kerrigan.

The prequel on how Simon Kerrigan met Beth!!

Download for FREE:
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​​THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN: PREQUEL –

Christmas Before the Magic

Question the Darkness

Into the Darkness

Fight the Darkness

Alone in the Darkness

Lost the Darkness
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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

Book II - Dark Nebula 

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca24STi_bFM

Book III - House of Cards 

Book IV - Royal Tea 

Book V - Under Fire

Book VI - End in Sight 

Book VII – Hidden Darkness 

Book VIII – Twisted Together 

Book IX – Mark of Fate

Book X – Strength & Power

Book XI – Last One Standing

Book XII – Rae of Light
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Living in the Past
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Present for Today
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Staring at the Future
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Book 1 – Stopping Time

Book 2 – A Passage of Time

Book 3 – Ticking Clock

Book 4 – Just in Time

Book 5 – Time in the City

Book 6 – Ultimate Future
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE truth is not enough?

When a PC mission goes wrong, Aria and her friends find themselves scrambling for answers. Their family is unable to help. Their council is unable to help. In an effort to set things right they turn to their new teacher, only to wonder if they're ready for what he has in mind...

Lines are blurring. It's getting harder to tell what's right and what's wrong. The foundations have been cracking, day by day, and the friends find themselves swept along a dangerous path.

Can they find their way back? Can they set their sights on something steady?

Or are they about to learn the most terrible lesson of all...

...that some things there's no coming back from.
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Chapter 1
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It was hot.

That was the first thing Aria noticed when she and Benji rushed inside. The building might have looked cold from the outside, but the inside was sweltering hot.

She peeled off her jacket, dropping it blindly on the floor.

The lights were out. At some point during their initial incursion either Annalise or Dave had short-circuited the power grid, killing the electricity. But large windows had been cut into the metal siding, and it was still possible to see by the light of the fire devouring the parking lot outside.

The two friends raced through the doors, then froze.

Where is everyone?

Aria had expected a small army. Given the amount of gunfire they’d heard from the bluff, it wouldn’t have surprised her in the slightest if there had been anywhere between fifty and a hundred armed people waiting on the other side. But the warehouse was empty. At least it appeared that way.

“Can you hear anyone?” she whispered.

Benji shook his head slowly, his fair skin reflecting the eerie blue flames. Together they took another step inside, jumping in alarm when the wind blew the door shut behind them.

There was only one exit. Wherever she was, Annalise must still be trapped inside.

“Which way?” he breathed, staring into the dark with wide eyes. There were two stairwells on opposite sides of the ground level, leading in opposite directions. “Should we split up?”

Aria knew what she was supposed to say. She knew what she wanted to say. Yes, they should split up. If the veteran agent was in trouble, then they didn’t have a lot of time. Their parents would have split up. They wouldn’t even have considered doing otherwise.

“Let’s stick together,” she replied, standing close enough to feel the sleeve of his jacket against her arm. “At least for now.”

He nodded in silence, and together they headed toward the nearest set of stairs.

It was more frightening than anything she could have imagined. Even a lifetime of training couldn’t have prepared her for what she felt in that moment, the total incapacitating fear.

Every time the wind rattled the windows, the two friends jumped in their skin. When a rafter creaked above them, Benji whipped out his gun. At every point, they expected the silence to shatter as a dozen screaming strangers leapt out of the shadows to attack. The longer that silence went on unchallenged, the more they started imagining nightmare scenarios to fill the void.

The first floor they cleared was empty. So was the second. A part of Aria was unspeakably relieved, but she quickly realized that empty was part of the problem.

I don’t understand.

Empty lockers, empty closets, empty hallways. The corridors were littered with fallen guards, all armed to the teeth, but they were guarding...nothing. The place was a tomb.

“What the heck is going on?” Benji muttered, holding a flashlight in his teeth to have both hands at the ready. “I thought this place was supposed to be packed with weapons. Isn’t that the reason we came? To arrest an arms-dealer and confiscate his supply?”

Aria nodded silently, unwilling to make a sound.

The higher they climbed, the more impossible it was to hide the violent trembling in her hands. They knew Annalise was still in the building. Two sides had fought each other. Somebody had to have won. Yet even as she thought the name, she remembered hearing that piercing scream.

“Have you tried calling for her?” Benji asked quietly. Aria shot him a quick look, and he tapped his temple. “Not out loud—in your head.”

A wave of guilt crashed over her. No, she hadn’t. And not because she hadn’t thought about it, but because she was petrified to switch to a less volatile set of ink.

As if reading her thoughts, Benji pulled her to a sudden stop.

“I’ll cover you.”

He lifted the gun to reassure her, but they both knew he wouldn’t need it. And there wasn’t a doubt in her mind that he’d do exactly as he promised. Something had changed between them from the moment they went racing down the hill. Something had cemented into permanence as childhood dreams and hypotheticals gave way to reality for the first time.

Taking a deep breath, she closed her eyes and switched into telepathy.

...Ms. Harmon?

Even in her mind, she said it quietly. Barely more than a whisper. A second later she realized that was ridiculous, and shouted it loud as she could—focusing only on a single woman.

Annalise!

For a split second, everything was quiet. Then a screaming voice echoed from above.

“RUN!!”

A gun fired. Then everything was quiet once more.

This time, Aria and Benji didn’t need to look at each other. Neither did they waste any more time clearing the lower levels before sprinting straight to the top. Both were using his cheetah tatù and got there in a matter of seconds, kicking down the door to a room at the end of the hall.

At first glance, it appeared to be empty. Besides a few generic paintings the only thing taking up space were two leather chairs sitting in front of a long wooden desk.

Then they saw their agent.

Then they saw the blood.

“What the—? No!”

Aria blurred towards her, kneeling on the floor by her side.

It didn’t take an expert to realize things didn’t look good. The woman’s skin was pale and clammy, her eyes closed. There was a tiny hole in the center of her chest, and a crimson stain was blossoming over her shirt. Acting on instinct, Aria lifted her just high enough to see her back.

No exit wound.

“Is she okay?” Benji asked bracingly. A single look at his friend’s face and he instantly lowered his expectations. “Is she alive?”

Aria’s eyes blurred with tears as she reached down to check the woman’s pulse. Either from the wind rattling the walls or her own trembling fingers, she couldn’t find it. A stifled sob caught in her throat as she shook her head helplessly, at a loss for what to do.

“No... I...I’m not sure.” Her eyes darted wildly around the office, looking for anything she could use to stop the blood. “Ben, give me your jacket.”

If Annalise was still alive, if she had even the slightest chance, then Aria was going to make bloody sure to help her. She dropped the woman’s wrist and pressed both hands over the wound.

“Benji—hurry up!”

She threw an impatient glance over her shoulder, wondering what was taking so long.

...then froze dead still.

Benji was standing exactly where she’d left him, with a few subtle changes.

His face was white and his eyes were screaming. His body was rigid as a statue, arched towards the wall behind him, like someone had caught him by the shoulders, pulling him back.

A second later, she saw who it was.

“Benji—is that his name?”

The air shimmered and a man appeared behind him, a man whose face she’d seen in a case file just a few hours before. There was a streak of blood across his face, but he seemed cool and collected. A gun was pressed to Benji’s neck, pointing up, toward his head.

Joseph Grimes.

“Drop it,” he said calmly.

The knife Aria had been pulling from her jacket clattered to the floor.

Please...please, don’t shoot.

No matter how many powers they might possess, there was nothing to be done.

She’d seen Benji run electric current all over his body, but if he did that odds were the gun would go off. She’d seen him blur from one place to another, moving at such speed he almost seemed to appear at will. But the man had a grip on him, and there was no telling how fast he could pull the trigger. She lifted her hands slowly, watching the same predicament register on Benji’s face.

“We just came here to talk,” she said slowly, wracking her brain for another option. “No one has to get hurt—just put the gun down.”

The man did the scariest thing yet: he laughed.

“No one has to get hurt?” he repeated. “Tell that to my men. All of them. Seeing as your friend over there had no inclination to spare them.”

He gestured to Annalise and Aria’s breath caught in her chest. He’d already used that gun to kill one person that night. He’d have no problem using it to kill another.

The safety clicked. Benji pulled in a silent breath.

“Please,” she begged, pushing slowly to her feet. “Just talk to me.”

Words failed her. Ideas failed her. With her best friend’s life hanging in the balance, the only thing she could manage was sincerity. And that wouldn’t be enough to save him.

“No one else is coming,” she said quietly, taking a step closer. “It’s just the three of us. We haven’t made contact with anyone else. You could just walk away—”

He laughed again, rolling up Benji’s sleeve in the process. What was meant to be a cursory ink check turned puzzling, and he leaned in for a closer look.

“A cheetah and...electricity? Strength?”

Benji’s lips parted, but he didn’t dare make a sound. To drive the point in further the man pressed the gun to the hollow behind his ear, whispering loudly.

“Not that it matters. I need less time than you—”

“Please,” Aria interrupted again, trying to stall his momentum. “What do you want? Your cars are gone, but we have one waiting just over the hillside. You can drive away and never come back. We won’t tell anyone we found you, I swear...”
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