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Note From The Author
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Thank you for purchasing my devotional! I hope that over the next several days we can take a journey together deeper into God’s Word and find it refreshing to our souls. 

In January 2023, I released my debut nonfiction book, Transforming Devotion: How to Read The Bible For Life-Change. The short little book is all about looking at a process of how we can have an engaging and meaningful time in God’s Word. After publication, I decided to show that book’s process in action by creating a series of short devotionals over different books in the Bible.

It is important to note that this book is not a commentary on the text. No devotional ever is. Nor is it a replacement for soul-searching study and meditation of Scripture. But I hope that this short devotional encourages readers to question what it means to be part of a gospel community following Jesus.

You may find, as you read this book, or any of my devotional pieces, that some themes repeat themselves. You might even find that some of the reflection questions sound repetitive. This is not a bad thing, but done a bit intentionally. Repetition is how we learn and grow. Repetitive questions and content force us to give them answers worthy of our time and attention. Because some New Testament writing operates like this, I have tried to incorporate those same principles in these devotionals.

It needs to be said that the divisions I used to determine where to split each day’s reading were not based on the divisions and headings found within our modern Bible translations. I used the guidance of The Bible For Everyone Commentary Series to help determine each day’s readings because I appreciated the unique break points they used. The Bible For Everyone Commentary Series is a short and easy-to-read commentary series that helped to shape portions of this devotional and some of my meditative thoughts on the text.

To show my appreciation for you purchasing this book, I would like to offer you another one of my books for free. You can get a free copy of my book, A Leader’s Heart: A 31 Day Devotional Through The Letters Of 1 And 2 Timothy, by joining my mailing list at www.booksbymason.com/archippus. 

I would ask that if you enjoy this book that you would consider leaving a review online wherever you got this book. Your review means everything to me, as it helps give this book more exposure.

And if you find this devotional uplifting, the highest honor you can give me would be to share it with a friend to encourage them after you are done.

Again, thanks for reading this short devotional of mine.

Happy reading!

Mason D. Powell
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Day 1: Joy In Trials
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​

Opening Prayer

Jesus,

We thank you for the beauty of your Word and the wisdom it has for us today. Please open our ears to hear you, our eyes to see your beauty, our hearts to receive your love, and our hands to be of service to you.

Amen.

Read James 1:1-4

What Does It Mean?

James introduces himself as a servant of God and as a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is thought that this James is related to Jesus, making it significant that he recognized Jesus as the Messiah sent by God. What would it take to believe your brother truly was the Messiah? It is a confession that does not result in a peaceful life or existence for a Christian in the first-century world, not that it is without struggles in our day. But understanding that brings greater clarity to James’ opening words to the church to count it joyful when they do face difficulties because of their allegiance to Jesus. James, no stranger to hardship, knows that such events, as painful as they are, can be a joyful thing in the end for what they accomplish. He precisely refers to how our faith undergoes testing to produce steadfastness and make us whole. It is an encouragement not to complain about hardships, but to see the gift and joy they can provide for our faith and personal growth. For us today, in all our hardships, we can look at James and hear his sympathy by saying that we are not alone. God is at work doing something good in us, around us, and through us during such painful moments of our lives. If God vindicated Jesus on the cross, and brought out of it the resurrection, then surely God can do the same for us during our trials. And if He doesn’t in this life, then we can expect a glorious reward in the next.

Reflection

	If James is related to Jesus, why does his confession of Jesus as the Messiah come as such a shock? How would you respond if your sibling said they were the Messiah?
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